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Autumn Rallying

'

Our front page picture relives the autumn splendour of the National Veteran Rally in early May;
unfortunately the weather — or perhaps more the weather forecast — meant that only three veteran
vehicles braved the elements to attend our June Breakfast Run. Not that the weather spoilt the event
organised by Cathy Jackson. About 25 members, partners and friends indulged in a delightful,
extended breakfast on the enclosed balcony of the East Continental Deli on East Terrace. Surely
worth a return visit! The committee has been discussing a two-day autumn rally for next year,
perhaps centred at Strathalbyn on the first weekend in May. Watch this space...

?% M eetings

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The next
meeting is our AGM on Wednesday 1% July, 2009. Our constitution demands that nominations for
executive and committee positions be lodged well before the AGM, and this year the process means
that the new committee will be formed at the meeting from those aready nominated. Noted speaker
Richard Venus will address us on the subject of early electric lighting in Adelaide. See you there.
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" From the committee

From the Secretary/Treasurer

Not a lot to report this month, the highlight no
doubt was the June meeting and the knowledgeable
and witty raconteur James Bruce (and the
interesting array of articles brought in by
members). The breakfast at the East Continental
Deli was also excellent, we are very much indebted
to the redoubtable Phil Keane who organised both
of these events. Only two veteran cars braved the
cool and rather threatening weather on the Sunday
morning but quite a few members and partners
attended. The committee has been looking at
veteran activities for the remainder of 2009,
undoubtedly the magor Club event will be our
annua climb to Norton Summit in December. We
have aso discussed a weekend rally in the
Strathalbyn areain the New Y ear. Another DVD of
the recent National Veteran Rally has been donated
to the Club via Peter Mullins. It has been produced
by Linley and Peter Partridge (from Western
Australia) who are professiona cinematographers.
Linley and Peter are very long-term MG friends of
ours and happened to be in the South East on
holidays when the Rally was on. We plan to show
this DV D at the next meeting but at present there is
a question as to whether copies will be available
for sale. If members wish to purchase them, we
will have to find out from Peter P and/or Peter M if
and how this can be done. Annua Dinner
attendance is aso looking quite good, at least 50 so
far (a dlight improvement on last year), prospective
attendees are looking forward to it and to Leon’s
oratory. We ended the Club year with 87 members,
about 60 have aready renewed for 2009/2010 and |
hope that the remainder will do likewise. | think
that this is an excellent achievement considering
that the veteran car and motorcycle movement had
been in steady decline for some years prior to the
formation of our Club.

This will be my last Sec/Treasurer report but | am
glad to say that we are lucky to be moving forward,
having lined up excellent replacements. Di Barber,
aready an enthusiastic and active member, has
agreed to take on the job as Secretary. Somehow
the fairer sex have proved very successful in roles
such as this, perhaps it is their thoroughness and
attention to detail (in contrast to clumsy old
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dinosaurs like the present incumbent). In another
coup, Tim Rettig will take on the Treasurer's
duties. As well as being a long-term car enthusiast
(now veteran car owner and friend for more years
than either if us want to remember, not to mention
our Barossa ties), Tim is a professional accountant
and will introduce some welcome up-to-date
practices in keeping with our growing status. Tim
has also kindly audited our 2008/2009 finances and
we are very grateful to him. | think that the
incoming committee will be the best we have ever
had and we can look forward to a successful year
ahead and, what is more, our future appears to be
in good hands.

We have finished this financial (i.e. Club) year
with $6614.66 in the bank but this includes nearly
$2000 in advance payments for the Annual Dinner
which will have to be paid out on the night. On the
other hand, there are still some subs to come but it
has been costing us over $1500 per annum in
expenses to run the Club (insurance, donation to
the RSL, various admin costs, etc.). Conserving
our costs has paid off, | am holding receipts for
subs and so on and will distribute them as the
opportunities arise.

Barry Bahnisch

From the editor

A bit of a struggle with this month’s Bulletin — my
usual Sunday effort ran out of steam as my first
winter cold of the season set in. Sorry for the delay.
Looking back | notice that this is the 12" edition of
the Bulletin | have put together after taking over
“temporarily” from Dudley when he headed off on
an overseas trip. Thanks to all the people who have
contributed items over the last year, and special
thanks to al of you for putting up with my
probably dlightly whacky perspective on the
veteran movement. Back to the current issue:
thanks to David Bishop for gathering some
fabulous period photos and information to match,
and to Ron and Nita Clarke for sending in one of
the more interesting internet snippets — | think we
sometimes overlook in incredible changes that
have occurred in the last 100 years. Please keep the
contributions coming over the next year.

Leon Mitchdll




é@ Upcoming Events

Wednesday
1 July 2009

Saturday
11 July 2009

Sunday
9 August 2009

Sunday
25 October 2009

LAST CHANCE!
Veteran Car Club of South Australia

Annual Club Dinner
Saturday 11™ July 2009

Kooyonga Golf Club
$50 per head for the evening's entertainment

Ticketsfrom Phil Keane or Barry Bahnisch by
thiscoming Friday at the latest

All membersand partners most welcome!

Annual General Meeting. Yesit's that time of year again, and the main task
of the AGM will be to install a new committee to keep the Club running
smoothly. Thanks to those who have nominated, no election will be
necessary! Richard Venus will speak to us about early electric lighting in
Adelaide.

VCCSA Annual Dinner. Kooyonga Golf Club. Members, partners and
friends are invited to join us for a relaxing evening to celebrate the third
birthday of our Club. After dinner, Leon will entertain us with a talk entitled
Veteran Motoring Meets the Arts. Tickets $50 from Barry by this Friday.

Breakfast Run. Loca event TBA

London to Brighton Down Under. Our club will fully support this event,
and it will be our October Rally. See details on the last page of thisissue.

Subsfor 2009 — 2010 are now due. Please pay the Treasurer ASAP

VIGA
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A rather different Ford

A much-admired vehicles at the National Veteran
Rally was Francis Rangley’'s 1907 six-cylinder
Modd K Ford...

One of the delights of using a feeble vehicle on a
veteran raly is being overtaken by some of the
more long-legged chariots. At the National Veteran
Rally, there was an excellent selection of vehicles
capable of out-performing the editoria F.N.
motorcycle. If asked for afavourite, I'd choose the
pretty green 12 h.p. Tabot which purred around in
an unfussed way that belied its power rating, but a
close second would be the marvellous 1907 Model
K Ford which seemed to cruise at 35-ish m.p.h.
with an ease uncommon for a pre-1910 car.

The trick lies, of course, with the power unit,
which was invariably on display at rest stops, to the
delight of on-lookers and rally entrants alike. The
SiX separate cylinders atop the huge dloy
crankcase makes an impressive sight.

For a description of the Model K, new for the 1906
model year, we can go to The Automobile for
November 25, 1905:

Ford 1906 M odels

The line of Ford cars for 1906, as announced by an
advanced circular issued by the Ford Motor
Company, of Detroit, Mich., will comprise three
cars. a four-cylinder 15-horsepower runabout, a
six-cylinder 40-horsepower touring car, and a light
touring car with double-opposed cylinder motor...
The three cars will be known as Model N, Model K
and Model F.

Model K is a large touring car with side entrance
body. It has a six-cylinder motor with cylinders of
4 1-2 inch bore and 4 1-4 inch stroke, and is rated
at 40 horsepower; the maximum speed of the car is
given as 50 miles an hour. A magneto furnishes the
ignition current; water is circulated by a gear pump
and a mechanical oiler is fitted. Fifteen gallons of
gasoline are carried in a tank under the seat;
gasoline and lubricating oil are calculated to carry
the car about 250 miles on one filling of the tanks.
As in the runabout, drive is through planetary
transmission and the Ford direct drive system; hub
brakes are lever controlled and the shaft brake is
set by a peda. Roller bearings and ball thrusts are
fitted to the back axle and the front wheels run on
balls. Wheels, 32 inches in diameter, with 4-inch
tyres; wheel base 114 inches and tread 56 inches.
Full-eliptic springs are placed in the rear and semi-
elliptic springs in front. The car weighs 2,000
pounds, having a horse power for each 50 pounds’
weight. The price is $2,000 dollars. The equipment
consists of oil side and tail lamps and horn.
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One hundred year sago

We shouldn’t believe everything that we read on
the internet, but this offering — author unknown —
sent in by Ron and Nita Clarke is probably close
tothemark ...

The year is 1909. One hundred years ago — what a
difference a century makes! Here are some
statistics for the Y ear 1909:

The average life expectancy was 47 years.
Only 14 percent of the homes had a bathtub.
Only 8 percent of the homes had a tel ephone.

There were only 8,000 cars and only 144 miles
of paved roads.

The maximum speed limit in most cities was 10
mph.

The tallest structure in the world was the Eiffel
Tower!

The average wage in 1909 was 22 cents per
hour.

The average worker made between $200 and
$400 per year.

A competent accountant could expect to earn
$2000 per year, a dentist $2,500 per year, a
veterinarian between $1,500 and $4,000 per
year, and a mechanical engineer about $5,000
per year.

More than 95 percent of all births took place at
home.

Ninety percent of al doctors had no college
education. Instead, they attended so-caled
medical schools, many of which were
condemned in the press and the government as
‘substandard’ .

Sugar cost four cents a pound.
Eggs were fourteen cents a dozen.
Coffee was fifteen cents a pound.

Most women only washed their hair once a
month, and used Borax or egg yolks for
shampoo.

Canada passed a law that prohibited poor
people from entering into their country for any
reason.

Five leading causes of death were 1.
Pneumonia and influenza; 2. Tuberculosis; 3.
Diarrhoea; 4. Heart disease; 5. Stroke

The American flag had 45 stars.

The population of Las Vegas, Nevada, was
only 30!

Crossword puzzles, canned beer, and ice tea
hadn®been invented yet.

There was no Mother®@Day or Father®Day.

Two out of every 10 adults couldn® read or
write.

Only 6 percent of all Americans had graduated
from high school...

Marijuana, heroin, and morphine were al
available over the counter at the local corner
drugstores. Back then pharmacists said “Heroin
clears the complexion, gives buoyancy to the
mind, regulates the stomach and bowels, and is,
in fact, a perfect guardian of health”

Eighteen percent of households had at |east one
full-time servant or domestic help.

There were about 230 reported murders in the
entire U.SA.

| am now going to forward this to someone else
without typing it myself. From there, it will be sent
to others al over the world - al in a matter of
seconds! Try to imagine what it may be like in
another 100 years.

Most of the information hereis for the U.SA., so it
is interesting to note the price of the Model K Ford
— $2,000 in 1906 — in comparison to the incomes
mentioned. Although cheaper cars could be had for
around $800, motoring was by no means cheap in
1909.
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Early days of De Dion Bouton in South Australia

At the National Raly | was chatting with Brian
Scudds while he fettled his 1904 De Dion Bouton.
Brian has a passion for early De Dions, and the
discussion came around to 1903 De Dions in South
Australia. | am far from an expert on this subject,
but to my knowledge at the time, there were only
two De Dions in South Australia at the end of
1903. One was the car belonging to motoring
dentist (another one — see the Minerva article in
this issue) Ben Thompson, with which he made the
first motor car trip to Melbourne, and the other was
a car for Dr. Shone of Strathalbyn, imported in
parts by the Lewis Cycle and Motor Works in late
1903.

But one of the rules of writing history is “beware
of surprises’, and there are number when it comes
to early De Dions. The 1902 car restored by Terry
Parker some years back somehow dlipped under
the radar into SA, and trawling through early
newspapers for Lewis-related material a couple of
interesting De Dion stories have come to light. Try
this one, from the Advertiser on 11 June 1902:

Mr. T. H. Williams, of the Mount Gambier
Flourmills, has purchased in Melbourne a De Dion
motor, a French autocar of up-to-date design. The
vehicle, which is specifically called a voiturette, is
four-wheeled, and will carry two or four
passengers. It is of 3 1/2 horsepower, and may be
driven at a speed of 20 miles an hour. The car
landed at Port MacDonnell yesterday, and this
morning Mr. Williams and Mr. 0. C. Schumacher,
of Melbourne, left for the port by coach. They
returned by the motor during the morning. Mr.
Williams is the first resident in the district to go in
for a motor.

| wonder if Mr. Williams was taken for alittle ride
— quite apart from the one he experienced in his
new car. By 1902, an “up to date” De Dion would
be front-engined and powered by something more
potent than 3 ¥z h.p. Could the car have been a (by
then obsolete) rear-engined vis-a-vis? Does anyone
have further information about this car?

Another interesting De Dion episode was reported
in February 1903:

Mr. Mark Foy is a passenger to Sydney by the
German steamer Freidrich der Grosse. He has
been to London on business, and has been absent
about six months. Mr. Foy has brought to Australia
three of the most up-to date De Dion motors. It was
his intention to have left the mail steamer at Largs
and to have travelled overland to Melbourne on
one of his motors, but when he was informed of the
unenviable experience which Mr. Thomson, of
Adelaide, had had recently, he relinquished the
idea.

By the sound of it, Mr. Foy continued on to Sydney
with his three De Dions, presumably intending to
sell them there. Perhaps with the right kind of offer
one or more of these cars may have ended up here.

Up until the end of 1903, the number of cars in
South Australia was so small that most were
mentioned in the press of the day as they arrived in
the state, but this changed as the motor industry
grew through 1904 and exploded in 1905 and
beyond. We can try to keep tabs on the early cars,
but surprises await. Can anyone add to the story of
early De Dions out here?

Leon Mitchell

The Scudds family 1904 De Dion
Bouton at Naracoorte
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Minerva Submariners

David Bishop takes a look at a very wet
Minerva...

These photographs were kindly made available by
the daughter of Dr. Eric Baldwin Sims, now aged
on the other side of ninety, former senior
consultant in paediatrics to the Adelaide Children®
Hospital. Eric Sims' father, Roy Lancelot Sims,
was a prominent Adelaide dentist, who practised
from his residence and surgery on the north east
corner of Hutt Street and South Terrace. The
observant reader will know that this site has been
vacant since the buildings demolished some years

ago.

The Minerva, no registration number evident, is
shown just after surfacing in a creek somewhere in
South Australia. Captain Nemo is checking the
boilers while Mrs. Nemo jettisons surplus ballast.

But wait! Mr. J. H. Gardner has a rope attached
from SA 519, his Detroiter, to tow the Minerva to
the dlipway. Mr. Gardner, of St. Peters, had SA 519
on an unspecified car in ¢1907, and the Detroiter

was at least the second car of his to bear this
number.

Mr. Gardner’ s daughter Hazel was the dental nurse
to Peter Crank, Adelaide dentist, to whom Roy
Sims was apprenticed. Hazel later married William
Sanders, dealer in church pipe organs; we are told
he did very well from his enterprise.

Ah, Adelaide, Adelaide.
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And speaking of Detroitersand Minervas

Detroiter was one of the lesser known American
brands to find its way to South Australia. Vivian
Lewis Limited had the agency from August 1915
until at least September 1918, athough there must
have been earlier Detroiters in the state because
Lewis advertised a second hand 25 h.p. car for sale
in April 1914.

The following advert appeared in the Advertiser in
March 1917, and shows a torpedo style body that
one might expect to find on a car from about 1914-
on. Since the advertisement dates from just before
the date of the embargo on importation of motor
bodies (announced in August of that year), the
body may have come in on the car, although Lewis
were certainly capable of making it in their body
works on Gawler Place.

In the ‘submariner’ photos, the tow car is clearly
from any earlier period, perhaps 1912 or 1913. If
the car is a Detroiter, | wonder how it arrived here?

Although Vivian Lewis Ltd were the Minerva
agents from 1905 to 1908, bringing in a range of
poppet valve Minervas from the 5 h.p. Minervette
to large tourers of 24 h.p. The agency passed to
across-town rivals some time in late 1908 or early

1909. All veteran dleeve-vave Minervas would
have come in through Eyes and Crowle.

The importers for Minerva were the London firm
of Tozer, Kemsey and Fisher, who worked
together with the Australian company A.E.
Kemsley & Co of Melbourne. On November 19009,
A.E. Kemsley wrote to T.K.&F. in London
describing how T.K.&F. had erroneously sent
information about the new Knight sleeve valve
engines fitted to Minervas to Vivian Lewis Limited
(the previous agents) rather than to Eyes and
Crowle (the current agents). The letter goes on:

“... These mistakes at your end, particularly in this
instance, are very annoying, asit immediately gave
our friend, Lewis, a starting point and (he) offered
to continue the agency, and it certainly makes
things awkward between us when straight out
guestions have to be answered.”

The Tozer, Kemsley and Fisher story is an
interesting one, as many of our local motor houses
used T.K.&F. as their importing agents for British
and continental cars.

Leon Mitchdll
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Rear view

We photograph cars from the front, and cars from the side, but rarely do we get around the back and have a
look. The National Rally provided rich fodder for the transmission enthusiast (if such a class of person
exists in the old vehicle movement!). The editor offers a prize for the member who can identify the cars
below, and write a short article outlining their transmission arrangements for the next Bulletin.

And afinal rear view of interest, but not for its transmission. The 1911 Berliet:
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For Sale and Wanted

Advertisements will run for two months — please
notify the editor of changes

Buy, sell or swap: Will buy your mating lamp or
sell mine. The square lamp is Oldfield, the other
P&H Contact Terry Parker (08) 8331 3445
tgparker @bigpond.net.au

For auction: 1909 Wolseley-Siddeley 14hp ‘Roi
des Belges Tourer, Shannons Classic Vehicle
Auction, Sydney 12 July 2009
http://www.shannons.com.au/auctions/lot/?d=ZE7
D29D39EL341ZE

For rent: Secure, clean, dry storage available for
collectable cars, aa Mawson Lakes/Greenfields,
$100 per week. Contact Tony on mobile 0407 716
162.

Wanted: Early photographs to illustrate the story
of the Lewis Cycle and Motor Works and Vivian
Lewis Limited. Will copy and return. Especialy
interested in unusua vehicles or events. Talbot,
ealy De Dion, Star, Napier, Daimler, Lewis
motorcycles etc. Contact Leon Mitchell (08) 8278
5120 http://users.senet.com.au/~mitchell/lewis

Sunday 25" October 2008

Veteran Cars and Motorcycles

Arrangements for the
22" Down Under London to Brighton Run
are being made and now is the time to mark your calendar

Enquiries to Nevin Skurray
phone (08) 8296 1994 (a.h.) or 0413 023 178
or email: nevskurr@adam.com.au

Entry Forms will be mailed to previous entrants and
will also be available from your Secretary and from Nevin Skurray

Hosted by The Vintage Sports Car Club of SA Inc.

Supported by Shannons Insurance
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