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 Congratulations to Arthur Mullins on reaching 100 years of age 

       
 
Arthur Mullins celebrates 100th birthday, still driving his classic 1908 Darracq  
Parkside man Arthur Mullins will be 100 next week ... he is pictured here in the vehicle he was brought 
home from hospital in, a rare Darracq car.  
ARTHUR Mullins could be celebrating his 100th birthday next weekend with a road trip in the car in which 
he was taken home from hospital as a newborn. 
The Parkside man and his 1908 Darracq — one of the state’s oldest cars — are still going strong. 
Mr Mullins got behind the wheel of his beloved vehicle last week when The Advertiser visited. “Look at the 
odometer on the wheel, you have to jump out of the car if you wanted to know how far you’d travelled,” he 
said. 
It was the same vehicle that had taken him home when he left Royal Adelaide Hospital as a newborn. 
He said his family would have clocked about 160,000km in the French-made car before it was taken off the 
road in 1927 and eventually deconstructed.  The car parts were then used to bore holes in search of 
underground water at the family’s Yorketown sheep farm. 
But the motoring enthusiast spent 15 years restoring the veteran car until it was drivable in 1999. 
It is now in near-mint condition and features at many events, including Adelaide’s annual London to 
Brighton rally.  Mr Mullins said his favourite memories were cruising in the car with his parents.  
His daughter, Iris Mullins, said the car was a treasured family asset. 
The Darracq is one of the oldest privately-owned vehicles in South Australia.  Mr Mullins said it was so rare 
and sought-after that an investor from the UK flew to Adelaide 20 years ago offering a blank cheque for the 
car.  The Englishman went home disappointed. 
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Mr Mullins, who is an engineer and a retired Australian air force corporal, had five children and is a 
grandfather to six grandchildren and seven great grandchildren. 
He said he had a “great life”. 
“I’ve travelled across Australia and overseas, and I’ve been married,” he said. 
He has not yet made plans for his birthday, but did not rule out a road trip. 
“I’ve never been 100 before so I have no idea what will happen,” he said. 
 
The Advertiser June 02, 2014  Emmie Dowling Eastern Courier Messenger   
Source: News Corp Australia, Pictures: Dean Martin and Tony Beaven 

 

  Quality not Quantity – Wittunga Botanic Gardens  Run 

      
 
Neil couldn’t have organised better weather for his run, it was very mild and pleasant, perfect for veteran 
motoring. Unfortunately the long weekend took its toll and only two veteran vehicles turned out: Phil and 
Trish in the Siddeley-Deasy and Julian in his “Indian Red” Clement Bayard (taking it out for a test run after 
having done some suspension work I believe). Neil, Stuart, Claire and I added to the numbers in (or on, in 
my case) our ‘moderns’. 
Morning tea at Wittunga was thoroughly enjoyable, the setting was very tranquil and entertainment was 
provided by all in turn recounting adventures of days past. I don’t think that anyone could top Claire and 
Stuart’s stories though, of the pistol range set up in the hallway of their house and the physical challenges of 
getting a deer with rigor mortis out of a car boot – never mind the curing of the slaughtered beast hanging 
from every possible fixing point inside the house afterwards!  I think it’s safe to say that everyone headed 
home later in the morning feeling refreshed by the excellent company and surroundings. Thanks Neil. 

Rob Elliott 

 

 From the Chairman 
The best part of June has been the celebration of Arthur Mullins reaching the amazing milestone of 100 
years of age.  Here we are wondering whether our 100 year old vehicles are going to start with this colder 
and more moist weather, and hoping our magneto will give a spark, and here is dear Arthur reaching the age 
of 100 years! 
We are including in this week’s July meeting a celebration of Arthur’s very significant birthday.  Special 
supper arrangements are being made for the evening, and may be served early, depending on how well 
Arthur’s magneto is operating. 
Please come along and pass on your best wishes to Arthur. 
Yes there is an AGM on the evening, which hopefully will be a quick and simple event.  You can hold me 
responsible to the timing not being longer than fifteen minutes.  If it is any longer than that, feel free to boo 
and hiss and kick me off the stage. 
Our meeting earlier in the month was well attended to listen and see Peter Allen’s in depth presentation on 
his attendance at a huge veteran motorcycle event in the UK.  There were photos of bikes I have only read 
about, and I have no expectation of seeing some of them in Australia.  Well done Peter. 
Unfortunately the meeting was rudely interrupted prior to the presentation, by one of our members.  No 
apology has been received by the Club for his behaviour, I can only apologise on behalf of the Club for this 
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multiple interruption of the evening’s meeting and the upset that it caused to a large number of members 
present on the evening.  
The June run up ‘Taps’, and around the back way into Coromandel Valley, was a cool run without wet 
weather, and allowed us to have morning tea at the Gardens on the way home.  Thank you Neil. 
At the last meeting, we took a show of hands on what would be a convenient evening (or day) for the 
celebration dinner for the club.  As a result of this survey, and having given consideration to the format for 
the evening, it was decided that the dinner would be held at The Earl of Leicester Hotel at Parkside on 
Saturday 19th July, 6.00 for 6.30pm and all meals to be a la carte.  You can then eat and drink as much or as 
little of what you like to your own account.  No payment is required up front, and you are encouraged to 
make your own booking for the night with the hotel direct, but mention the VCCSA when you make your 
booking.  Bookings are already being taken by the hotel.  Further details of the evening with regard to phone 
number and address are included later in this Bulletin. 
At the end of September, your Club is involved in running a Veteran vehicle pace run on Friday 26th as part 
of the Motorfest events prior to the Bay to Birdwood event.  A quick summary is that we are leaving from 
the Torrens Parade Ground in the City about 11.30am and proceeding to Glenelg Oval for lunch, via King 
William Rd, Greenhill Road, Anzac Highway and Brighton Road. 
Because it seems a good idea, for those that can’t cope with the traffic jams, and the guilt feelings of holding 
up traffic, the Club is also running the same event on Sunday 28th.  This time it will be starting from the 
same place, but we expect to leave the Parade Ground at 8am.  The route will be similar, and will allow 
stops along the way to allow vehicles to bunch up and be able to put on a bit of a spectacle of veteran 
vehicles.  A brunch at the Glenelg Oval will be included in your entry fee.  At this stage veteran vehicles 
only will be allowed, but this is subject to possible input from other persons or clubs that may be interested 
in the format.  We expect it will become an annual event.  More details are included in this bulletin. 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Phil Keane 

 

 From the Secretary 
VCCSA Annual General Meeting: This month’s gathering will be the Annual General Meeting for the 
Veteran Car Club of South Australia.  We will also take advantage of the opportunity for many of the club’s 
members to renew their membership for the next financial year and update their conditional registration 
papers and log books.  With this month’s Bulletin, you will receive a copy of the membership renewal form.  
Please complete this form and return to the Membership Secretary. 
Following a call for nominations to the VCCSA Management Committee, I am able to advise members that 
we have received the correct number of nominations for all available positions: Chair, Secretary, Treasurer 
and five Committee Members, therefore no election will be required on Wednesday.  Instead this will be a 
friendly Nog ‘n’ Natter opportunity. 
VCCSA Register of Vehicles: As you will see on this year’s membership form, the VCCSA Committee is 
starting to gather information required for the preparation of our inclusion into the national AVCCA vehicle 
register.  The Committee has asked Terry Parker (Committee Member) to commence this process and the 
membership renewal forms will be the starting point.  Please make every effort to provide the details of any 
vehicles registered through the VCCSA or any vehicles which ‘will’ be registered through the VCCSA in 
the future on your renewal form in the space provided.  Terry will also be approaching members personally 
to ensure their vehicle details are included and more importantly that our club has a strong representation of 
veterans.  If you have not already noticed, we are also interested to learn of the status of your vehicle and 
there is a space provided for you to indicate this on the form.    
Now is a good time to think about registering you vehicle through/changing your vehicle registration to the 
VCCSA if you have it registered elsewhere, to ensure that it is included in the register. 
 

Hamish McDonald 
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  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat.  

The only formal club meeting is the Annual 
General Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in 
July each year. 
Wednesday 2

nd
 July.  2014 A.G.M.  Election of 

committee, signing of log books, etc. 
Wednesday 6

th
 August.  Differences in Model T 

Fords, 1912–1914.  Presented by David Chantrell. 
 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 6

th
 July Run cancelled 

Saturday 19
th

 July Club dinner at Earl of Leicester Hotel, Parkside 

Saturday 3
rd

 August ‘Veteran Cars Across Australia’ send off.  Departing from the Birdwood 
Museum at 10.30am.  We are to meet at the Birdwood Museum 9.30am, entry 
to the Birdwood Museum will be $6 pp. and will include tea and coffee. 
Those interested will travel with the cars as far as Mount Pleasant. 

Sunday 7
th

 September 1 and 2 Cylinder - Creepy Crawly Run: Veteran vehicle owners are invited to 
join an array of these unique machines on a morning run through the 
McLaren Vale/Willunga area, coming together for lunch at the Old Bush Inn, 
Willunga.   
Leaving from the McLaren Vale Tourist/Visitors Centre at 10:30am and 
traversing some beautiful country roads, we will head to Willunga for lunch, 
before returning to the starting point.  For catering purposes, please advise of 
numbers staying for lunch. 
Please refer to the Creepy Crawly Flyer for additional information.  Post or 
email replies, whichever is convenient. 

Saturday 20
th

/Sunday 21
st
 

September 

WW1 ‘Raising the First Contingent’ 1914 event (organised by the WW1 re-
enactment group).  To be held at the Morphettville Racecourse.  Saturday 
they are hoping we can drive some of the staff from 8.30 to 10.30am and 
display our vehicles in the afternoon.  Sunday will be a parade and display at 
Glenelg. 

Friday 26
th

 September VCCSA Motorfest Run.  Leaving from the Torrens Parade Ground at about 
11.30am and proceeding to Glenelg Oval for lunch, via King William Rd, 
Greenhill Road, Anzac Highway and Brighton Road. 

Sunday 28
th

 September  Bay to Birdwood 

Sunday 28
th

 September VCCSA Alternative to Bay to Birdwood run.  Leaving Torrens Parade 
Ground at 8am and proceeding to Glenelg Oval, via King William Rd, 
Greenhill Road, Anzac Highway and Brighton Road.  A brunch at the 
Glenelg Oval will be included in your entry fee. 

Sunday 26
th

 October Down Under London to Brighton 

 
 

 For Sale 

1911/12 Humber Kit (image of vehicle as originally found) 

Contains many parts to build the running chassis and also includes original 
body skins.  Complete restoration required, with some work already 
started/finished: rear axle, wheels and part of motor.  Original radiator in 
excellent condition.  Inspection highly recommended! 
Price firm at $7,500  
Contact Lachlan McDonald  (08) 85562271 
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 For Sale 

James Flood book No.1.  In excellent condition.  $300.  
Contact Rick – (02) 6293 1553 ah, or email on rick@netspeed.com.au 

 

 Wanted 
Engine/Cylinder Block for 1937 London Talbot.  63mm bore x 95mm stroke side valve 1185cc.   
Sunbeam Talbot and Hillman Minx used the same engine 1934 through to late 1940’s as all part of Rootes 
Group. 
Don Le Busque  (08) 85222116 
 

 Wanted 
Any information or parts for Ceirano would be 
appreciated.  I know there was a rep selling in the 20's in 
Adelaide so there must be more than just this one. 
The car is a 1922? CS Ceirano (in poor shape) but too 
good to lose.  I once tracked down the radiator from the 
car I have and it was sold to a ‘collector’ in SA.  The car 
is near Ballarat Vic. 
I have also attached a picture of one from Argentina (for sale) said to be 1918 
but probably later. This is a similar car. 
I also have two pre war Italas also looking for parts - anything appreciated or 
any information. (1910 35/45 and 1912 18/25) 
Tim Sullivan <alpiti9@gmail.com> 
 

  Punography  
I tried to catch some fog.  I mist.  
When chemists die, they barium.  
Jokes about German sausage are the wurst.  
A soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran. 
I know a guy who's addicted to brake fluid.  He says he can stop any time.  
How does Moses make his tea?  Hebrews it.  
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went.  Then it dawned on me.  
This girl said she recognised me from the vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore.  
I'm reading a book about anti-gravity.  I can't put it down.  
I did a theatrical performance about puns.  It was a play on words.  
They told me I had type A blood, but it was a type-O.  
This dyslexic man walks into a bra.  
I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me.  
A cross-eyed teacher lost her job because she couldn't control her pupils?  
When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble.  
What does a clock do when it's hungry?  It goes back four seconds.  
I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. Then it hit me!  
Broken pencils are pointless.  
What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary?  A thesaurus.  
England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool.  
I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest.  
I dropped out of communism class because of lousy Marx.  
All the toilets in London police stations have been stolen. Police say they have nothing to go on.  
Cartoonist found dead in home.  Details are sketchy. 
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  Cheaper by the dozen! 
When these are finished it will bring my total of De Dion automatic 
inlet engine rebuilds to eight.  In my view they were the best of the lot, 
both in design and manufacturing standards.  These two are 1903 and 
1904, and most parts are interchangeable up to 1909.  The oiling 
system worked well, and provided the crankcase is drained and a half 
pumpful is used to start the day, just a little now and then does the job.  
Julian can tell you what happens if you don’t drain the crankcase 
before starting! 
Looking forward to two more joining our growing ranks. 

Terry Parker 

 

 

 Bay to Birdwood Movie Fundraiser Night, Tuesday 8th July at 6pm 

On behalf of the Bay to Birdwood Committee, I have great pleasure in inviting you, your family, friends and 
club members to join the Bay to Birdwood community for the screening of the new release Jersey Boys 
movie. 
Held at the Regal Theatre on Kensington Road, this special fund raising event includes drinks, supper, 
entertainment and the movie.  Thanks to Toop & Toop Real Estate, a brief charity auction will also be held 
prior to the screening of the movie. Tickets are a modest $29.95 each + a small booking fee and proceeds go 
towards assisting with the resourcing of this year’s Bay to Birdwood Run event and the Flinders Medical 
Centre Foundation.  
Martin Haese | 
|Chairman | Bay to Birdwood Run Committee Inc 
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  A story about my ‘under restoration’ 1914 Hotchkiss 
Back in the late 70’s I retrieved from Mildura a 1913 ex Melbourne fire brigade 1913 Hotchkiss in very 
distressed condition.  A little later Eric Rainsford wanted my 1923 electric Milburn and I wanted his 
unrestored Minerva landaulet, in order to raise funds for the difference I sold the Hotchkiss chassis through 
Kevin Field, who cannot recall who bought it from him, it is not on any known register of the marque and 
seems to have disappeared somewhere in SA.  So if anybody knows where it is, or might be, I would love to 
know. 
Anyway, when about 3 or 4 years ago a 1914 Hotchkiss came up for auction at Bonhams in Sydney, I 
negotiated it’s purchase sight unseen.  It was described as ‘needing careful recommissioning’ which is 
generally Auction speak for, seized and does not go, it was, and didn’t.  It did however have a near brand 
new body on it, skilfully built, but not quite finished.  It appears to be a copy of a body by the Healy Motor 
Works of New York, who built ‘sporting’ two seater bodies on various quality chassis at the time, including 
at least two Hotchkiss.  They would have been driven by young and rich New Yorkers in Beaverskin coats.  
My car was owned in the 80’s, I believe, by Mr Crawford when it was still a Fire-Engine, no one seems to 
know where it was before it turned up at Bonhams. 
On 4th June just gone, with much work done to it, including a magneto, conjured out of 3 old ones by Terry 
Parker, the engine started and ran.  Whilst there is still a fair way to go, this is the impetus to push on 
quickly.  My engine is almost unique in that it has separate heads but the cars made by Hotchkiss were 
monoblocks, cast in pairs.  It seems that sometime during 1914/20 when parts were unobtainable in war torn 
France my car, then based at Kew Fire-Station probably suffered a catastrophic failure and new blocks with 
separate heads were cast in Melbourne.  One other ex MFB Hotchkiss with separate heads is known to exist 
in Victoria.  Although the type AD which mine is, were produced in France from 1912, and by 1914 were 
sophisticated limousines with full electrics, the MFB vehicles were all supplied with no electrics at all, no 
generator or dynamo or lights etc.  The firemen probably had no trouble starting a 5.9 litre engine (mine is 
bored to over 6 litres) with a crank handle, but I bet I will.  The MFB had 35 Hotchkiss vehicles of 1913/14 
as they were transitioning from horses to motor vehicles at the time.  Never the less 35 seems more than 
adequate and probably was, as it is believed that around 10 (those with double back wheels) came from a 
German ship confiscated at the outbreak of world war one.  I therefore have a French car, possibly delivered 
in a German ship, with an Australian engine, and a replica American body. 
This brings us to the fascinating story of the SS Pfalz (later renamed the Boorara), a refrigerated ship and 
therefore not likely to be the one carrying the Hotchkiss, said to be on their way to Mexico.  There were 11 
ships taken from the Germans in various Australian ports at the start of the war.  On the morning of 5th 
August  1914 the Pfalz was reluctantly cleared from the port of Melbourne, as soon as it set off across Port 
Phillip bay, various diplomatic staff who had been smuggled on overnight appeared on deck. The Australian 
pilot was Captain Robinson.  News of the declaration of war was received as the ship crossed the bay and 
the battery at Point Nepean alerted.  A 6inch 100 LB shell was fired across her bows.  Captains Robinson 
and Kuhiken wrestled over the telegraph, Robinson trying for full astern and Kuhiken for full ahead.  The 
Pilot convinced the Captain that the next shot would be amidship and the Germans surrendered.  This was 
the first shot of World War One.  

John Stevens 
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The Veteran Car Club of South Australia 

 

9th Annual Dinner 
 

Saturday 19th July 2014 

 

Earl of Leicester Hotel 

85 Leicester Street, Parkside 

6.00 for 6.30pm start 

 

a-la carte menu 

 

Excellent food and atmosphere 

Book now, pay for whatever you eat and drink on the night 

Phone the hotel asap on 8271 5700 

Mention the Veteran Car Club of SA when you are booking please 

 

We hope to see you there 
 

 
 


