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  Down under London to Brighton 

     
 

     
 
A lovely day for the Down under London to Brighton, not too hot for cars or drivers.  I believe that there 
were 32 starters, 27 of whom were members of the VCCSA, although a few were entered under clubs 
names.  The morning tea stop was very pleasant, with plenty of tea, coffee and buns, and a lot of catching up 
with friends.  It was terrific to see some young ones in the cars, and in Nigel’s case with a young girl driving 
the Speedwell.  Perhaps the future is looking a little brighter for the veteran car movement, it’s a pity that, 
more of the members who are no longer able to, or don’t feel safe driving anymore, won’t let others drive 
their cars for them. 
I am unable to comment on the gathering at Brighton, or the lunch venue at Glenelg, Sheena and I stayed 
with Dudley at the Morphettville Racecourse pub, which is as far as he got after a self inflicted minor 
breakdown, but we did enjoy a nice meal whilst awaiting the RAA man.  Usual story, ring the RAA and tell 
them that you need a tilt tray, then wait about an hour for a patrolman to come and tell you that you need a 
tilt tray, which you then have another long wait for. 
I do like Pat Treloar’s new retractable step, almost as bright and cheerful as she is. 

Tony Beaven 

Member of the Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia (AVCCA) 
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 From the Chairman 
The idea of the Motorfest Friday run prior to the Bay to Birdwood this year, was as a commemorative run of 
the original one and only run of the first Veteran Car Club of SA, the ‘Old Crock’s Run’ in 1934. 
Your committee then suggested that we run the same event on the same day as the Bay to Birdwood and 
make it an annual event in commemoration of the ‘Old Crock’s Run’.  After deliberation, whether we start 
this year or next, there was no objection to the concept of the run starting this year. 
Discussion did occur around the fact that it could be seen as opposition, but not intended, to the Bay to 
Birdwood event.  After further discussion, it was pointed out that there were a number of our members who 
preferred not to enter the Bay to Birdwood event for various reasons based on their own historical facts.  It 
was noted that various other motor vehicle clubs also met at selected positions along the Bay to Birdwood 
route, as well as some individual motor vehicle club members who make their own decisions to attend solo 
somewhere along the route to see the cars go by. 
The form of our new inaugural commemorative run was to leave the Parade Ground alongside the Torrens 
River in the City.  We were to pull up at a nominated position on our route, and see the Bay to Birdwood 
entrants passing by.  The lateness of our start from the Parade Ground was due to the late arrival of some 
vehicles because of the strong northerly wind that morning, we were unable to get to the nominated position 
prior to the first vehicles passing.  But, we were able to greet the veteran vehicle entrants en route at the 
Anzac Highway/Greenhill Road intersection and give them frantic waves. 
Our nominated observation position for the morning was at the Morphettville Racecourse Car Park, where 
we enjoyed the passing parade and enjoyed our morning tea. 
The upshot of the whole event was that next year, we could still leave at 8.30am from the Parade Ground 
(luxury timing!), but pull up earlier on Greenhill Road and wait for all the entrants to go by, and then we 
could move on and complete our run to Glenelg Oval, the original finishing point for the 1934 event.  We 
will also not make a catered lunch a compulsory part of the event, but include it as optional on arrival at 
Glenelg Oval.  This will then allow Club members to proceed to other pursuits after the normal convivial 
post run discussions. 
On the Bay to Birdwood run, the veteran vehicles were able to leave early and this enabled them to get to 
Birdwood at a reasonable time.  Just under one thousand vehicles is still a considerable amount of motor 
vehicles, and probably contributed to the event running a lot smoother this year. 
By the way, if our cars were ‘Old Crocks’ in 1934, should we be calling it ‘the really, really old crocks run’ 
now that most of our vehicles are 100 years old!! 
The ‘Down Under’ London to Brighton Run was held last weekend, and the threatening weather cleared 
away by start time and for the rest of the day. 
It is the event where the most veteran motor vehicles turn up for a day run, in South Australia.  The numbers 
appeared down this year, but it was still a great day for veteran motoring. 
The numbers suggest that out of the 34 entries, 20 entrants nominated our club as their club representation 
and seven club members nominated one of their other club affiliations for the event.  A great turn out ladies 
and gentlemen!! 
Club member and Committee member Andrew Hayes led the event with his 1902-1905 Holsman High 
Wheeler Motor Buggy as the Pilot vehicle for the event.  As all high wheeler drivers know, these vehicle 
types were fitted with a towing point just in case their engine failed.  A borrowed horse could then be 
hitched onto the vehicle to get the forlorn driver home. 
Our thanks go to The Vintage Sports Car Club of SA for running this event, providing terrific marshalling, 
and perfect weather for veteran motoring. 
The Association of Veteran Car Clubs of Australia announced last week that Andrew and Frances 
McDougall from Victoria have been awarded the Lord Montagu Trophy for this year.  Our congratulations 
go to Andrew (Club member) and Frances for this recognition of their outstanding service to veteran 
motoring in Australia.  The club also congratulates club member Jon Pyle and his wife Di, for the 
recognition by the veteran vehicle membership in Australia, who were also nominated for this award. 
Marshal Training.  Some of you may have noticed that the All British Day Committee have issued an 
invitation to Clubs and individuals to attend a Police Marshal training course on 30th January 2015. The 
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course runs for about an hour starting at 7.30pm at Croydon.  Apparently once you have attended this 
training you are recognised as a Marshal for life.  For those members interested in attending this important 
course, please contact me by phone or text on 0417 819 080, phone 8277 2468 or email 
p.keane@purkinje.com.au by 16th November so we can make a group booking. 
Membership. There are a few members who have not renewed their subscriptions for the current year.  We 
will be sending out reminders in the next few days to ask whether you will be renewing your membership, 
or, requesting whether you could advise us that you do not wish to continue with your membership of the 
VCCSA. 
For those that rely on their membership for the registration of their vehicle on Historic Registration through 
the VCCSA, you must remain a financial member of the Club.  You are reminded that non payment of your 
fees renders your vehicle unregistered to be used on SA roads. 
As a club we are bound to officially notify the DPTI Car Registration Department if your subs are not paid. 
Happy Veteran motoring. 

Phil Keane 

 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 

 

 
Wednesday 5

th November.  Launch and live 
demonstration of the new website. 
Wednesday 3

rd December.  Pre Christmas 
‘Noggin and Natter’ with background slide show 
from Julian McNeil’s overseas jaunts, including 
the Argyll factory. 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 9

th
 November Norton Summit Hill Climb.  Meet at the Tower Hotel Magill 10.00am for 

10.30am departure for the hill climb, then on to Mt Lofty Gardens for BYO 
picnic lunch. 

Sunday 7
th

 December Visit to the old railway tunnels at Panorama.  We will be departing from Caffe 
Buongiorno's car park (212 Belair Rd. Hawthorn) at 10am.  The run takes us to 
the old railway tunnels where we will have a guided tour of the first tunnel then 
on to the second tunnel for our ‘BYO Christmas Lunch’.  There will be $5pp. 
entry charge.  Bring a torch to explore the second tunnel. 
For those wishing to have a coffee or breakfast at Buongiorno's before the run 
you will need to arrive when the doors open at 9.00am. 

 

  For sale 
1926/27 vintage Austin heavy 12/4 disassembled rolling chassis for quick sale at Myrtle Bank, SA, to clear 
a deceased estate.  Most mechanical and chassis parts, Sankey wheels, etc are there.  Will need a complete 
engine rebuild. There is a bonnet and scuttle, but no other body parts. 
Please call (08) 8293 4147. 
 

  Wanted 
Veteran or vintage Corbin speedo head, 0-60, 0-80 or 0-100 mph, any condition, good price paid.  Have 
other Corbin parts to trade.  Also wanted veteran Jones speedo cable, drive gears, right angled drive, 
whatever you have.  
Phone Rob Elliott on 0415 697 162 
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  For sale 
1928-9 Chrysler 65  4 door Sedan, (3.2 litres 6 cylinder 65 hp at 3200 
rpm) 3 speed gearbox, 4 wheel hydraulic brakes (rebuilt) Very original car 
has done 56,000 miles.  
Not quite veteran but drives well and is more comfortable in winter than 
your average veteran. 
Price $12,500  
Contact raweymouth@gmail.com (Owner is overseas at present but Peter 
Allen can email more photos) 
 

  It could only happen in England at 2mph 

      
 

      
 

           Bet there were a few spilt pints in the pub. 
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  1934 Radio talk 
Thought I had all there was about the formation of the VCCSA in 1933, but more has emerged.  Looks like 
a radio talk by Percy Wien Smith, most of the contents we know, E&OE !  His ‘1902 6hp De Dion’ turned 
out to be a 1904 8hp, and Peter Allen’s 1905 Pope Tribune origins are very well known, such was the state 
of knowledge in 1934. 

Terry Parker 
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  Editor’s note 
Perhaps we could make an effort to attend this event as a club, maybe even make a weekend run out of it.  
There are many other country shows and events that we could attend, even if we don’t take a veteran, but 
give that classic car an outing.  Things like the Paskeville, Loxton, or Booleroo Centre shows come to mind. 
 
I must apologise for the lack of interesting articles in this edition, but it gets down to ‘nothing in, nothing 
out’ the complete dearth of input from members is very disappointing. 

Tony 
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VCCSA 2015 Weekend Rally Hahndorf 
 

27th – 29th March 2015 

 
Entry Form 

A non competitive event for pre-1919 motor cars, motor cycles and other vehicles, conducted 
by the Veteran Car Club of South Australia Inc. 

Return completed form with all fees by 
Friday 21st March 2015. 

Rally Secretary 
VCCSA 
P.O. Box 193 
Unley Business Centre SA  5061 

Entrant Details 
Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone No: Email:  

Vehicle Details 

Make  

Year  

Model  

Type  

Registration Number  

Fees  

 Fee Number Total 

All inclusive Rally fee per person includes Friday night arrival 
dinner; Saturday cooked breakfast, lunch, museum fees, & dinner; 
Sunday breakfast, morning tea & museum fees. 

$130 
  

Friday Night Arrival Dinner (if unable to attend deduct $30). ($30)   

Saturday Breakfast – (if unable to attend deduct $20). ($20)   

TOTAL $ 

Please make cheques payable to ‘VCCSA, Inc’. 

Accommodation 

Hahndorf Accommodation & Caravan Park 

145 Main Road, Hahndorf, SA 5245. 

Phone (08) 8388 7921  

Don’t forget to mention the VCCSA when booking! 

After mid-December the Park will open accommodation to the public, so book early! 
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Tour departs on Friday 27th March 2015 at 11am from the car park of 

KFC Payneham, 387 Payneham Road, Marden. 
BYO running board lunch. 

 
 

Indemnity Statement 
 

Drivers and/or riders must sign this indemnity to participate in the Rally 

 
Entries are accepted only on the condition that the vehicle entered, the driver/rider thereof 
and other person connected herewith, including passengers or any other occupants of the 
vehicle, while participating in the Event shall do so at the sole risk of the entrant and 
driver/rider, every entrant shall indemnify the Veteran Car Club of South Australia 
Incorporated and/or members of the Committee or any other persons appointed by or acting 
on behalf of the said Club and/or Committee against any claim by any other entrant or 
driver/rider or any other persons whomsoever for injuries or damage caused by their vehicle 
or driver/rider thereof. 
 
By submitting your entry you hereby agree to be bound by the conditions as set out above. 
 
 

 
 
 
I..............................................................agree to abide by the rules of the Rally. 
 
 
 

Vehicle Occupant Details 

Name (please use club name badges) 

Driver/ Rider  

Passenger 1  

Passenger 2  

Passenger 3  

Passenger 4  

 
 

Special Note 
The event will be held on open roads in South Australia.  Drivers and riders will be responsible for 
complying with relevant laws in South Australia, in particular as they relate to driving/riding on South 
Australian roads, being licensed to drive in South Australia, and ensuring that their vehicle is correctly 
registered to allow it to be driven in the event.  

 
 


