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For all of the fans of the TV 
show ‘Doc Martin’, we had a 
secret visit by plumber and 
restaurant owner.  Bert Large. 
 
 

 

 From the Chairman 
After all the organisation was complete, and the National One and Two Cylinder Rally became a success, 
things have finally settled down again within the Club. 
The May meeting was filled with tales of fun and mayhem with regard to the One and Two Cylinder Rally. 
Our thanks go to Tony and Hamish for their photo displays , and to Julian and Chris for their views of the 
Rally from the convenor’s point of view, and from the master car re-builder’s point of view. Chris’ V8 
Torana turned out to be a chick magnet at the Kangaroo Inn School!  One day it should get to 100 years old 
too! 
The run on the Sunday, normal time, but a week before the delayed monthly meeting, turned out to be a low 
attendance affair, but as always, it was a pleasant gathering for those able to attend.  Gavin and Loretta 
Mutton from Queensland, and fresh from the Robe rally, attended the start in their 1913 Swift, eventually. 
As they were given the wrong address for Buonguiorno’s, they ended up at Windy Point with car and 
occupants experiencing some distress.  Because of this, the short run was abandoned and we all went inside 
the cafe for a healthy breakfast!  
At an AVCCA special national teleconference held at the Sporting Car Club of SA at 10.05am Saturday the 
31st May 2014, the Veteran Car Club of South Australia was accepted as a South Australian member club of 
the Association of Veteran Car Clubs in Australia, effective immediately. 
This now allows us to be officially part of the national representation of the Veteran Vehicle movement in 
Australia.  My thanks go to all those members who helped make this possible. 
There are full vacancies available on the committee at the moment within the Club.  Secretary Hamish’s 
workload has become onerous, and Editor Tony is looking for assistance as well.  Both of them have agreed 
to stay on at least for the interim, if elected at the AGM in July.  Either of the full positions are available, but 
if there are club members out there who are willing to assist them in some way, they and the committee 
would be very grateful.  Please help if you can. 
The Club is running a City to Glenelg run as part of the Motorfest on Friday 26th September before the Bay 
to Birdwood this year.  More details to be advised and are available now on the Motorfest website. 
Further, with our Club being very sympathetic to the owners of slower Veteran vehicles, the Club is going 
to have a similar run to the Motorfest run on Sunday 28th September, the day of the Bay to Birdwood event.  
Entry forms to both runs should be available in our next Bulletin. 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Phil Keane 

 From the Secretary 
VCCSA Annual General Meeting: Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of the Veteran 
Car Club of South Australia will be held on Wednesday 2nd July 2014. 
Membership Renewals: You will be pleased to see that despite the pressures of a national ‘budget 
emergency,’ the need for compulsory co-payments, looming tax increases and the like, our membership rate 
for the next financial year continues to remain at $30 (with emailed Bulletin) or $45 for a posted Bulletin.  
All members who receive the Bulletin electronically would have recently received a copy of the 2014/15 
membership renewal form.  Hard copies of the membership renewal form will be made available at the next 
Gathering for members to complete.  Membership is due by 30th June 2014. 
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You can make your membership payments to the Club using Cash, Cheque or Direct Deposit.  Receipts will 
be issued for Cash and Cheque payments.  For EFT/Direct Deposit, please include your surname and initial 
on the payment transaction (for our records/proof of payment) and keep a printed copy of the transfer as 
your receipt. 
It is important to note that membership lapses if renewals are not paid by 30th August.  If your membership 
fees for the 2014/15 year are not paid by this time and you have a vehicle registered through the VCCSA, 
the conditional registration for your vehicle will become invalid.  Should you have any enquiries regarding 
this process, please feel free to discuss them with our Federation Representative and Club Vehicle 
Registration Manager – Peter Allen. 
Statutory Declarations/Log Books: Many members have already started the process of updating their 
registration log books as part of our conditional registration scheme.  This is just another reminder to bring 
along your statutory declarations for the vehicles in your custodianship when you present your log books for 
signing and stamping.  At the AGM we are looking to offer a ‘log book night’ with a production line, so to 
speak, with the authorised registration reps setting up a system for membership payments, statutory 
declaration signings, renewing old books and issuing new log books.  We hope that this new approach will 
offer an easier process to members.  This will take place after the AGM has concluded. 

Hamish McDonald 

 
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, Dorset Ave.  
Park behind on what was the bowling green, enter 
from Windsor Ave.  Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-
meeting chat. The only formal club meeting is the 
Annual General Meeting, held on the first 
Wednesday in July each year. 

 
Wednesday 4

th
 June.  Peter Allen will amuse us 

with tales of ‘Things that go bong in the night and 
the day’. 
Wednesday 2

nd
 July.  2014 A.G.M.  Election of 

committee, signing of log books, etc. 
Wednesday 6

th
 August.  Differences in Model T 

Fords, 1912–1914.  Presented by David Chantrell. 
 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 8

th
 June Change to previously announced event.  Visit to Wittunga Botanic Gardens.  

Meet at Victoria Hotel top of O’Halloran Hill, 9am for a 9.30am departure.  
BYO morning tea in the gardens. 

Sunday 6
th

 July Winter Breakfast Run.  A chance to use that other car if the weather is 
inclement.  More details later. 

Saturday 3
rd

 August Across Australia send off. 

Sunday 7
th

 September Creepy Crawly Run 

Friday 26
th

 September Motorfest Run 

Sunday 28
th

 September  Bay to Birdwood 

Sunday 26
th

 October Down Under London to Brighton 

 

 Adelaide to Darwin Veteran Rally 

The Rally will start on 3rd August leaving the National Motor Museum in Birdwood and conclude on 24th 

August at the old Qantas hangar, which is now the Motor Vehicle Enthusiasts Club ‘Shed’ in Darwin.  We 
would like to invite all VCCSA members and other interested people to the start of the run at the Birdwood 
Mill from 10:30am.  We will assemble in the carpark of the Mill to farewell the entrants.  Further plans are 
afoot to either follow the entrants or assemble ahead of the veterans down the road and then gather for lunch 
nearby.  If you are interested in joining us on this run, please add your name/contact details to the sign up 
run sheet so we can forward any updates or changes to the run. 
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1 and 2 Cylinder - Creepy Crawly Run: After the success of the inaugural 2013 run, we are looking at 
staging this run in September.  This will be a time to shake off those winter blues with a short run around 
the McLaren Vale/Willunga area, coming together for lunch at the Old Bush Inn, Willunga.   
We have been given permission to assemble for the start in the grounds of the McLaren Vale 
Tourist/Visitors Centre.  Parking has been made available for trailers on the grounds.  Vehicles can 
assemble from 9:30am and will be on display until 10:30am as part of the McLaren Vale Markets.  Grab a 
Coffee from the Tourist Centre Café before we head off to tour some wineries and enjoy the country roads. 
This run will hold particular significance for all VCCSA members, as we remember the life of Graham 
Treloar.  The 2013 Creepy Crawly was the last event Graham attended and this year’s run will 
commemorate his memory. 
Please refer to the Creepy Crawly Flyer and forward your completed entry form to assist with catering.  Post 
or email, whichever is convenient. 

Hamish McDonald 

 

 For sale 
Shelving.  4 bays, heavy duty, shelving, easily adjustable in 50mm 
increments.  Very sturdy. 
Overall size 3900 wide, 380 deep, 2410 high.  $200 
Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 
 
 
 

 Wanted 
Engine/Cylinder Block for 1937 London Talbot.  63mm bore x 95mm stroke side valve 1185cc.   
Sunbeam Talbot and Hillman Minx used the same engine 1934 through to late 1940’s as all part of Rootes 
Group. 
Don Le Busque  08 85222116 
 

 Wanted 
Any information or parts for Ceirano would be appreciated.  
I know there was a rep selling in the 20's in Adelaide so 
there must be more than just this one. 
The car is a 1922? CS Ceirano (in poor shape) but too good 
to lose.  I once tracked down the radiator from the car I 
have and it was sold to a ‘collector’ in SA.  The car is near 
Ballarat Vic. 
I will also attaché a picture of one from Argentina (for sale) said to be 1918 but 
probably later. This is a similar car. 
I also have two pre war Italas also looking for parts - anything appreciated or any 
information.(1910 35/45 and 1912 18/25) 
Tim Sullivan <alpiti9@gmail.com> 
 
 

 The significance of Robe in veteran era motoring events 
Prior to Federation in 1901 Robe was South Australia’s second most important port.  During the Victorian 
gold rush period some 16,500 chinese landed at Robe and then walked the 200 miles to the Victorian 
goldfields to avoid paying the 10 Pounds per person arrival tax. 
With the advent of motor vehicles and adventurous tourists, Robe became a coastal stop in the route to 
Melbourne before heading inland to Mount Gambier. 
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In November 1902 Ben Thomson an Adelaide dentist along with his passenger Mr Annan decided to drive 
his 41/2 hp Swift to Melbourne.  They got as far as Robe before they became stranded with contaminated 
fuel that had been stored for them to collect. 
Undaunted Thomson accompanied by a Mr A Day made a further attempt in March 1903 driving his new 
6hp DeDion and he became the first person to drive a car from Adelaide to Melbourne taking nearly 3 days 
for the journey.  
Not to be left behind Thomson’s wife Florence Thomson along 
with her mechanic repeated the trip in a 41/2hp Beeston 
Humberette in March 1904 becoming the first woman driver to 
make the trip. The following month R.A. Duncan (of Duncan and 
Fraser fame) made the trip with a Mr Last in a 5hp Oldsmobile 
completing the trip in 38 hours and 6 minutes actual running time.  
From Melbourne Russell Grimwade set out in January 1905 to 
drive a 10/12 hp Argyll via Robe to Adelaide where his drive 
convinced Duncan and Fraser to take up the brand.  Upon his 
return to Melbourne in the Argyll the epic drive provided a good 
advertisement for the brand, which became popular in the rural areas of South Australia. 
From this point on and as cars became more powerful an element of speed also started to creep into these 
endurance drives and it became not just the achievement of actually completing the trip but also of doing so 
in the shortest time.  In the same period however roads improved markedly and there was also a great 
reduction in the number of gates on farming properties that had to be opened and closed.  Land owners were 
also starting to acquire cars for their own use and did not like this inconvenience. 
EE Wagstaff the head of the fuel business later to become known as the Shell Co of Australia in 1908 drove 
his 28hp Daimler from Melbourne via Robe and the Coorong to Adelaide.  One can only imagine the 
difficulties experienced getting a 2 1/4 ton car on thin beaded edge tyres through the sandy stretch known as 
the ninety mile desert in the Coorong area. 
In February 1909 Bertie Barr Smith set a new record with Murray Aunger as his co-driver of 22 hours and 
24 minutes.  That record was shortly after lowered by C.G. White in his 35 hp Talbot who lowered the 
record to 20 hours and 6minutes. 
The lowest time pre World War 1 was the time set in February 1914  by Murray Aunger of 14 hours 54 
minutes and and 42 seconds in a 25hp Vauxhall Prince Henry. 
Robe was also included as a stop on the Dunlop Military Despatch rides held in 1909 and 1912.  These 
events which went from Adelaide to Sydney were sponsored by Dunlop initially to demonstrate the 
efficiency of the bicycle for military purposes.  In the 1909 event two riders pedalled and dragged and 
carried their bicycles over 56 miles of coorong sand at an average speed of 12.2 mph and the results were 
reported in the Military Intelligence section of The Times newspaper in London. 
In the April 1912 Dunlop Ride entries were opened up to include both cars and motorcycles as well as 
bicycles with the bicyclists starting first.  Although the race was held in atrocious weather conditions motor 
cars completed the Coorong section at a speed of 35 mph demonstrating the great improvements in road 
conditions.  The motorcyclists however were only one minute faster than the cyclists over the Coorong 
section and over the Adelaide to Sydney route they averaged 22.2 mph overall.  
From an epic and adventurous start, touring by car was here to stay.  
 

Adelaide to Melbourne at 15 Miles Per Hour – The 1903 Thomson trip, a report reprinted from a 

contemporary article 

 “A motorist wants a wonderful lot of luck and plenty of pluck to accomplish the journey.  I am jolly glad 
I’ve done it and I think I’ve put up a record which will take some beating.”  Mr B Thomson, the Adelaide 
motorist, to use his own words, “felt awfully pleased with himself” when he stepped from the boudoir car of 
the Melbourne express on Wednesday morning, for the reason that, in company with Mr A Day, he had just 
made the pioneer motor ride from Adelaide to Melbourne.  “I will ride to Aldgate to meet the next man to 
do the trip.  It was fascinating and novel, but risky.  When I reached Melbourne my lips were terribly 
swollen and I could scarcely see out of my eyes. Some of the experiences were highly sensational.  Belting 
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for all we were worth along an unknown road in the dark, driving through slush for miles and colliding with 
hidden obstacles all the way.” 
The car used by Mr Thomson was of French manufacture – a 
De Dion-Bouton of 6 horsepower and weighing 7 or 8 cwt.  It 
behaved splendidly throughout and did the 596 miles in 38 
hours 14 minutes, or equal to a speed of 15½ miles an hour.  
The figures represent actual travelling time.  The maximum 
speed was over 30 miles for the 60 minutes and the minimum 
four miles.  The machine was driven by petrol and the 
expenditure of fuel during the trip amounted to about 23 
gallons, a cost of something like 46/-.  The motorists left 
Adelaide at a quarter past ten on Thursday night and the 12 
miles uphill climb to Aldgate was covered in 53 minutes.  
Subsequently rains rendered the roads slippery and heavy, 
but Strathalbyn was reached shortly after midnight and early in the morning Wellington (85 miles) hove in 
sight.  Considering the adverse conditions, darkness, rain and mud this was excellent running.  Up to this 
time it had been comparatively “plain sailing”, and it was on the run from Wellington to Meningie that the 
enthusiasm of the chauffeurs was almost defeated.  The 30 miles spin was negotiated under inky-black sky, 
in torrents of rain, and through a veritable quagmire.  The occupants of the car were literally smothered in 
mud, a greasy, pastel-like substance which stuck with the tenancy of so many leeches.  Frequently the track 
was lost and at one time the car made almost a complete revolution and shook the courage of the mud-
stained travellers nearly to breaking point.  It took 2½ hours to reach Meningie, and it was not until twenty 
minutes to eight on Friday morning that a start was made for the Coorong.  
The 80 mile ride through the desert had next to be accomplished and the motorists began the run with some 
misgiving.  In places the track was under water and the car had to plough its way through hard, rain soaked 
sand.  This stage of the journey was unpleasant and temper-provoking to say the least of it.  Frequently the 
car had to be lifted out of heavy clay holes and pushed through patches of sand.  The adventure-loving 
overlanders pushed into Kingston at twenty minutes past three on Friday afternoon and it was decided to 
make this the first stage of the long trip.  After a refreshing sleep and a thorough overhaul of the machine, 
the journey was resumed at seven o’clock the following morning.  Better roads were encountered and the 
first 55 miles were covered in two hours and a half. For the next ten miles the travellers had the assistance of 
a guide on horseback and they found it highly convenient for a run along a sodden bush track.  A speed of 
only six miles an hour was made and Millicent (266 miles) was reached at 2:10 pm. 
It was an ignominious entry that the motorists made into the south-eastern township.  The steering gear 
refused to work satisfactorily, a side-slip resulted and the car collided with a fence.  A visit to a local 
blacksmith was the sequel.  Off again soon afterwards, and Mount Gambier (298 miles) was entered at half 
past six on Saturday night.  This was not accomplished without incident.  Two attempts were made to 
ascertain the correct route and it was not until many miles had been traversed along the two roads that the 
third one was tried.  Saturday night was spent at Mount Gambier and the South Australians mounted the car 
again at 7:15 on the following morning.  A fine run was made to the border, but the ten mile sandy track to 
Casterton proved heavy work.  The Victorian township was passed at about 11 o’clock and Camperdown 
(462 miles) was reached at half past nine, so that on Sunday over 160 miles were covered.  The route then 
taken was through Colac, Winchelsea and Geelong and the car rattled into the sister capital at a merry pace.  
It was five minutes past five on Monday night when the motorists drew up at the Melbourne Post Office to 
receive the hearty handshakes of a small band of enthusiasts. 
 “We had marvellous luck to get through”, remarked Mr Thomson “and, strange to say, we never had a 
puncture.  I found a large nail embedded in the tyre when we reached Melbourne and a piece of wire had 
made a pinhole in the tube. We received splendid assistance all the way.”  
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 Hundred up for magnificent men in their flying machines 
The RAAF has captured – with an acute touch of style – the centenary of military flight in Australia.  
At 0740hrs on 1st March, the same time on the same date that the first such flight was made exactly 100 
years earlier, a replica Bristol Boxkite took off from Point Cook in Victoria.  
Sqn Ldr Steve Bekker, from RAAF Edinburgh, was the pilot. His predecessor, on 1st March 1914, was Lt 
Eric Harrison – an instructor at the Central Flying School, Point Cook.  The airfield was then the home of 
the Army’s Australian Flying Corps, the forerunner of the RAAF.  
Developed in the UK in 1910 by the British & Colonial Aeroplane Company, the Bristol Boxkite first flew 
on 29th July of that year.  It would become a notably successful trainer in those pioneering years of aviation. 
Two instructors – Lt Harrison and Lt Henry Petre – were recruited from the UK on an annual salary of £400 
to help establish the Australian Flying Corps. 
Now, in a project taking literally thousands of hours in construction, the replica Boxkite has been built by 
enthusiasts at the RAAF Museum.  Before the centenary re-enactment, the aircraft was given a test flight by 
Air Vice Marshal Mark Skidmore (ret’d), a former test pilot with the RAAF’s Aircraft Research and 
Development Unit at Edinburgh.  According to the offical record, it flew approximately one thousand 
metres and reached a top speed of about 67km/h. 
This enabled AVM Skidmore to comment afterwards: “I am honoured and proud to follow those aviators 
who pioneered military aviation in this country.  I now also have the honour of being the only RAAF pilot 
who has flown both the fastest and slowest aircraft in the Air Force.”  
The technical features of the Bristol Boxkite bring vividly to life its pioneering character.  In the manual, it 
is described as a two-bay biplane with an elevator carried on booms in front of the wings and a tail assembly 
consisting of two fixed horizontal stabilisers (the upper bearing an elevator), and a pair of rudders carried on 
booms behind the wing. There were no fixed vertical surfaces.  Lateral control was achieved by ailerons on 
both upper and lower wings.  These were single-acting, the control cables arranged to pull them down only, 
relying on the airflow to return them to the neutral position. 
The wings and fixed rear horizontal surfaces were covered by a single layer of fabric; the other surfaces 
were covered on both sides.  Power was usually provided by a 50hp (37kW) Gnome rotary engine, although 
other engines were also used.  This was mounted on a pair of substantial wooden beams above the lower 
wing: these continued forward to carry the seats, which were arranged in tandem, with the pilot sitting over 
the leading edge of the wing.  The undercarriage consisted of a pair of long skids, each bearing a pair of 
wheels sprung by bungee cords, and a single-sprung tailskid mounted below the leading edge of the lower 
tail-plane.  
Boxkites were purchased by the Royal Flying Corps from the Bristol flying school at Brooklands, a short 
distance south-west of London, following the outbreak of World War I and were used largely for training. 
Among the many distinguished pilots who won their wings at a Boxkite’s controls was Lt Gen. Sir David 
Henderson, who gained his licence after less than a week’s instruction and later was appointed as the first 
RFC commander.  Remarkably, he had learnt to fly in 1911 at the age of 49 – making him, according to 
official records, the world’s oldest pilot at the time.  
Although no original Bristol Boxkites survive today, three flyable reproductions were built in the 1960s for 
the film Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines and have subsequently become museum exhibits. 
The Australian replica joins that trio – and, with its brief aviation revival over for the present, is now a 
permanent on-the-ground attraction at Point Cook museum. 
 
Article: courtesy The Signal, RSL South Australia N.T. and Broken Hill. 
Photos: courtesy Dept of Defence 
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