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Renault Type AX  1908 - 1914 

 

 July Meeting:- Friday, 28th. July, at 8.00 pm in the Space 2 Room, Burnside Community 

Centre.  Gavin Sanford Morgan has confirmed his acceptance to be our speaker . 

  

 July Event:-  The first Club run will be held on Sunday the 6th August. 

 Meet at 10.00 am at the Coles Supermarket on Main Rd in Blackwood .  Either enter off Main 

Road , or from Young Street and go to in the South Eastern corner of the car park ( off Young St ).   

Morning tea to be partaken there for fellowship and a break .  
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 The Run will be to lunch and a frolic (Phil’s words!) in the park at the Clarendon Recreation 

Ground at Clarendon.  Instruction sheets will be provided on the day. Phil and Trish will be late 

(returning from Brisbane about 11am ), so will rock up for lunch in a later model vehicle  (circa 1950), 

open or closed , depending on the weather.  

 Past Event:- Fifty-five members and partners attended a most convivial Club Inaugural Dinner 

at the Chesser Cellars on Friday, 14th July.  

 

 

Welcome Address from Chairman Howard Filtness 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 It is with great pleasure I welcome you all very warmly to the first general meeting of the 

Veteran Car Club of South Australia. Unfortunately I am unable to attend this inaugural gathering as I 

am currently enjoying a National Rally in Queensland.  However, I don’t expect you to feel sorry for 

me because of this. 

 I hope you will get a chance to meet most of the steering committee this evening although 

Julian McNeil is with me here.  It is the intention of this committee to give as many Veteran car and  

motorcycle enthusiasts as much chance to enjoy their interest as possible, without too much of the 

‘nuts and bolts’ of club membership to get in the way. 

 Naturally enough, we will always be receptive to any suggestions for improvement, so please 

feel free to have your say.  We are a new Club, so I ask you to forgive us for any shortcomings, but 

remember mistakes are unlikely to be addressed unless you tell us about them. 

 My absence is rather more lengthy than the duration of the Rally.  I shall be overseas 

immediately afterwards until mid-October, so I look forward to seeing you all when I return. 

 Finally, thank you all very much for your support in this new venture.  We are here for only 

one reason – enjoyment.  So – please enjoy. 

  Howard Filtness 

 
The Naracoorte Hotchkiss 

 
 In the early days of veteran motorcars it seems that everyone knew about the Hotchkiss at 

Naracoorte, but the many attempts to buy it came to nothing.  That is until one Brian Dawe applied 

himself to the task.  He told me that he took his Wife and children to the property, with the barbecue 

and presumably with the owner’s permission had lunch at the homestead.  I guess this created thee 

impression that he would not be leaving soon.  The son of the owner tells me that Brian had done his 

homework, reciting all the models, capacities etc. which created a favourable impression, and so the 

car became his.  All of this occurred sometime in the 1960’s, and Brian had plenty of help to dismantle 

it to the last removable nut and bolt, but, he told me, the helpers were scarce when it came to the hard 
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work. 

 The car was bought by Mr. W. Percy Stuart, of Cumberoona near Naracoorte and arrived in 

Adelaide aboard the SS Kent in September 1910, at a cost of  407 pounds 12 shillings and nine pence.  

It was imported by H. L. Vosz Ltd, who were merchants for  wallpapers, gas and electric, lavatory 

fittings, glass, lead, oil colours, plumber’s wares. They had manufacturing facilities at Port Adelaide 

for leadlight and bevelled mirrors and showrooms in Rundle Street. The Managing Director was 

A.E.Clarkson, leading me to wonder if the company later became the Clarksons of our time. 

 As was the custom the chassis was imported without body, because of high tariffs which 

applied to bodywork.  Fred.T.Hack of  50 Flinders Street Adelaide was commissioned to build the 

body, which cost 101 pounds 13 shillings, but the owner paid only 100 pounds, perhaps a discount for 

cash  invoiced on January 16 1911.  In November 1910 a brass speedometer arrived on the SS 

Moldovia (5 pounds 1 shilling)and on December 10 on the RMS Otranto a pump, horn, jack, and a set 

of lamps arrived. The headlamps were numbered and are still with the car, along with the speedo.  A 

year later, and on another ship the motor timepiece arrived, also still with the car. 

 On 11 January 1980 Trish noticed in the Advertiser ‘For Sale – General’ column ‘Veteran 

Hotchkiss No 2159 unassembled but complete etc etc’. and believe it or not, urged me to go look.   

Maybe because of where the ad. was placed there were not many lookers, and as the car parts were 

spread around a warehouse it was difficult for those who did arrive to see what was present.  Even the 

magneto and carburettor were in 100 pieces, along with the motor, gearbox, diff, steering box etc.  I 

took some time to mentally piece it together, made an offer which was accepted, took the headlamps, 

oiler, speedo, clock and other tempting parts with me and returned with a trailer.  The following day 

we roughly assembled the car to see what was missing, and to everyone’s surprise there was nothing. 

 Moving house, building a new garage and finishing other projects delayed serious work on the 

Hotchkiss until 1995, and then when it was nearly 

finished along came the veteran Straker Squire, which 

took priority.  However, we are on top of things now 

and the car has done a few short runs.  Frank 

Anderson, writing in the Veteran Car in SA in 1995 

mentions the Hotchkiss, Brian Dawe etc and 

suggested that I get in touch with Lloyd Cully, whose 

scrap book contained a picture of the car in the 1939 

Old Crocks run.  By the time I contacted Lloyd he 

was in a retirement unit and the scrapbook could not 

be found.  The Daughter in law of Percy Stuart is still with us, and a visit is being arranged by her Son, 

who kindly passed on to me the documents relating to the car.  Perhaps Mrs. Stuart can throw further 

light on the subject.  By the way, the original handbook was also in the file.   



Bulletin of the Veteran Car Club of South Australia, July, 2006 4 

� � �
� Terry Parker�

 

 
A Find at Marion Market 

 Going along Sturt Road one recent Sunday morning, I noticed the Marion Market adjacent to 

the Sturt Oval; apparently it is held every second Sunday. I stopped for a bit of a look and although it 

is surprisingly vast and the fresh fruit and vegetables and produce are quite attractive, much of the rest 

is comprised of rather tired used items.  

 There are several stalls selling second-hand books and at one of these I happened upon a well-

kept copy of "The Motor Manual", the interesting thing being that it is the 1911 edition! It was 

compiled by the staff of "The Motor" magazine; the first edition was produced in 1900! The 

stallholder apologised that the price was $12 since "it is a 1920's edition" (I felt that it would be bad  

manners to correct him). It is an excellent and quite useful book; some 275 pages of fine print with 

information and illustrations on just about every motoring topic imaginable. All sorts of maintenance 

and repairs are covered and I was surprised at the amount of detailed information about automotive 

electrical systems, lights, horns and even an electro-magnetic speedometer, considering that electrical 

equipment on English cars was then somewhat of a rarity.  

 There is information about steam cars, petrol-electric cars and the list goes on. Workshop tools, 

procedures (eg hardening and tempering of steel, reclaiming damaged parts, etc), conversion tables 

and so on are included and extensive advice about driving and dealing with "faults". 

  "Arranging a Motor Picnic" is particularly amusing, there are recommendations as to where to 

go (Berkshire Downs, Cotswolds, etc) and what to take. For lunch a cup of Bovril is said to make an 

excellent start followed by potted meat and/or tongue and possibly chicken or "game". As well as 

crockery and cutlery a "spirit lamp" is suggested to heat the water "for Bovril and tea". At the end a 

"Thermos" flask gets a passing mention but the authors seemed to regard that as tantamount to 

cheating. There is even more information about camping with a list of necessary items (including 

bringing your own mattress) outlining their cost and weight, but how they were able to fit everything 

into a "typical 8-10 h.p. car" (recommended as ideal for such trips) is hard to say. Anyway, quite a 

fascinating and probably rare find. 

  Barry Bahnisch. 

A Different Napier 
 
 When I was about 15, and still a long way from having a drivers’ licence, a friend showed me 

an advertisement in a magazine for a 1908 60HP Napier Racer for sale.  It had an engine of almost 12 

litres, which really appealed.  Needless to say, even nearly 50 years ago, the price was more akin (in 
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pounds) to a telephone number than a sum of money to a schoolboy on a weekly allowance.  It served, 

however, to open up an interest in the Marque, and I told my friend Nick, “one day I’ll own a Napier”. 

 This could of course be interpreted as having ideas above your station, but we can all dream.   

They are not a common car, as the total built was just over 4,000 in nearly 23 years of production.  

Much as a giant racer was considered the ideal, reality told me I would have to settle for something 

rather more mundane.   

 About 25 years later in 1984, a 1913 20HP tourer was offered for sale in Adelaide.  I didn’t 

hesitate, and was too excited to even haggle about the price. As purchased, the car was complete with 

lights and gauges, and I drove it from purchase point to storage with only one of the marginal tyres 

exploding on the way. It was very scruffy, and I had no idea how much of it was original – all that 

mattered was that I owned a Napier. 

 I understand the car had been restored in Victoria in the 1950’s.  Although it ran smoothly, the 

biscuit-coloured paint was in various shades and appeared to have been applied with a long-handled 

broom.  The wheels were under-sized (no doubt to suit tyres that were then available) and the 

upholstery was in early (by now, very slippery and crisp) orange vinyl.  But, it was a Napier. 

 After completing the restoration of two veteran motorcycles, it was time to attack the car.  In 

hindsight, they served as a good apprenticeship, though most of the project was fairly straight-forward, 

taking 3 years of spare time work. 

 Mechanically, new rings and a hone was all that was required.  Crankshaft bearings were set to 

tolerance, waterways de-scaled and the valves lapped in.  Of these, the inlet valves still carried the 

engine number.  Both oil and water pumps had been upgraded and were quite satisfactory. 

 New rims and spokes were matched to the existing hubs and correct size tyres added.  Very 

minor woodwork was carried out, and it was then I found the chassis number stamped into the 

underside of the front floorboard and into the back of the number-plate.  New paint, nickel and 

upholstery completed the job.  

 As it turns out, the car is a very interesting one.  The flywheel is at the front of the engine so 

the axle lifts it over any obstacles in the road, just as in other colonial Napiers.  However, 20HP 

models were not listed until 1914, and vary considerably from my car.  For instance, they have 4 speed 

gearbox and a longer chassis, so naturally I thought my car was not very original. 

 None-the-less, factory records show that all component parts were as fitted on the assembly 

line, even down to the remark that no rear axle number was allocated (and indeed there isn’t one).  It 

has been suggested that it is a prototype specially assembled in 1913 for the Australian Motor Shows 

of 1914 to promote the new model.  It is based on the 15HP car of the time but carries a larger engine.  

However, even the 15HP models had 4 gears at this stage, so maybe Napier had some old stock that 

needed a home. 
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 The beautiful bodywork carries scuff plates under the three doors declaring that it was made by 

Napier carriage works.  This is a bit mysterious, as the in-house coach builders went under the name 

of Cunard, and anyway rarely was an export car fitted with a body.  Maybe the company decided that 

perhaps Australian coach makers were not to be trusted with so important a job as a promotional 

prototype for Australian Motor Shows. 

 The car drives very well, and the third rear spring upside down across the back gives a very 

comfortable ride, and perhaps unexpectedly seems to induce very little body roll.  All in all, I’m very 

satisfied with my dream car. 

  Howard Filtness 

Looking Back – The Williams of Norwood 
 
 While it behoves us as the new kid on the block to be forward looking, given the nature of our 

interest perhaps some might find a glance to the rear to be informative.  While we will do our best to 

keep this column running, Members are invited to write a contribution, particularly where there are 

photos available.  Hopefully we will flush out those shots which lurk in old albums otherwise never to 

be seen again. 

 

Gobron Brillie 

 

It seems that many knew that the vast Gobron Brillie owned by Cud Freeman was found at Sydenham 

Road Norwood.  We also knew that Member Peter Mussared bought a veteran Talbot from Williams 

at Norwood, which he chose as he could not afford a Vauxhall that was there also.  In fact the body on 

the Talbot came from the Vauxhall, which was also without a radiator and had a sheared oil pump 

drive (that fiendish bilge pump that passed for an oil supply in Vauxhall to the 1920’s). It was said to 
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be a Prince Henry, but with no radiator who could tell? The body, most unlike a Prince Henry, was 

later returned to the Vauxhall following the demise of the Talbot, and is shown below. Peter drove the 

1909 Talbot 4DB in the 1949 event. 

Perusing early rally programmes from George Brooks, it became clear that Williams were responsible 

for even more. 

 

Peter Mussared in the Talbot Tapleys Hill  1949 

 

For instance, in the 1940 event R.F.Williams entered and drove the 3 cylinder Panhard, and also 

entered the twin cylinder Speedwell driven by A.R.Williams. The Speedwell ran in the 1934 rally, and 

the Panhard in that of 27 March 1936. 

 
Panhard Levassor 1939 
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 The 1935 event was held on 30 March, and the Hotchkiss described elsewhere was entered by Don 

Stuart. R.F.W. also entered a 1912 De Dion Bouton V8.  Incidentally, Arthur Mullins, who was at our 

inaugural meeting on 30 June 2006, drove his Model T Ford in the 1940 event, and the 1906 Rover 

now owned by Member David Radloff was owned and entered by A.Brown, the scrap metal dealer. 

That was the last ‘pre war’ event, the next being held in 1947.  By then, Jim Freeman owned the 

Panhard, which was driven by Tom Atkinson, Des Carter owned the Speedwell, and the V8 De Dion 

disappeared to Queensland. 

 
Speedwell�

 

Who were the Williams? Peter Mussared just last year was on the case. He spoke to Brenda, A.R. 

(Art) Williams’ sister, who now lives in Sydney.  Her Father, Reg. Williams ran a garage in Sydenham 

Road Norwood, and lived in Sydenham Villa, 110 Sydenham Road.  His Brother Norm and wife Nell 

lived around the corner in Rosemount Street.  Peter Mussared’s Talbot came from Norm, who also had 

a 35  h.p.’T’ head Talbot, bought in about 1955 by Laurie Vinall, then passed on to Ian Birrell, and the 

Vauxhall, which went to Maurice Read of Bute (who also owned the A type Vauxhall, later bought by 

Eric and now with Julie Rainsford) then Max Wurst.  Max and his brother also had the remains of 

their grandfather’s Prince Henry, and it is unclear just what bits were from which car.  The Vauxhall 

was just recently sold to Peter Latreille in South Yarra, Victoria following Max’s demise. The 35 

horse Talbot was without its body, which Ian later recovered near Sedan.  The chassis was rebuilt and 

the car finally sold to Ballarat.   Art. Williams continued to run the Norwood Motor Works for some 

years, and Member David Bishop, while working with H.C.Sleigh, called on him to as a customer.  

Some may remember the two Golden Fleece pumps on the footpath in Sydenham Road. 



Bulletin of the Veteran Car Club of South Australia, July, 2006 9 

 
Prince Henry 

 

How did all of those cars come to be with the Williams?  There is a suggestion that some came from 

Terry’s Driving School (refer Brooks Books), some may have been trade-ins, and some may have 

been collected because of the Williams’ interest in motor vehicles. Member Bob and Marion Eglinton 

knew Art, and his wife Olga.  Their understanding is that R.W. serviced many of these cars during 

their working life, and when outdated, was able to buy them.  Bob remembers the remains a Star also 

lurking there. However they came together, we are glad they did. Thank you, Messes Williams.  And 

there are none left –we have looked !  

 
The 35 hp Talbot chassis  

Terry Parker 
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Letter to the Editor 

  

 I know it will sound trite but it would be remiss if the outstanding success of our inaugural 

meeting was not acknowledged. Clearly the new Club, catering for veteran car and motorcycling and 

allied interests, fulfills a long-standing need. Much of the credit must go to Dudley Pinnock, it was his 

inspiration and foresight that drew valuable support from others and eventually brought it all to 

fruition. 

  Naturally there were skeptics, but they had underestimated the capable and experienced people 

behind this venture which set it apart from similar moves in the past. There seems little doubt that 

there will be a regeneration of interest  which is long overdue.  

  The challenge will now be to not let the momentum slip. I am sure that all members are looking 

forward to joining acquaintances old and new in forthcoming Club events. 

  

 Barry Bahnisch   

Forum 

 Monthly meetings. 

 Please let us know your thoughts and preferences on the venue, day of the month and timing of 

the Club’s monthly meetings.  The Committee knows that many members also are members of other 

motoring clubs, and we wish to minimise conflicts of meeting dates. 

 Contributions to the VCC of SA Bulletin 

 The Bulletin has made a good start, but its survival depends on the contributions of members.  

Please email or post to the Editor any article you would like to be included in the Bulletin; as you see, 

we can easily include photographs and figures once these are in electronic format.  

           Dudley 


