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The Archibald de Dion 
  
 Next Meeting  At the August meeting, it became apparent that it will suit a majority of 

members if future meetings of the Club be held on the First Wednesday of each month.  In view 

of this decision, the meeting decided there will be no meeting in September and that the next meeting 

of the Club will be at 8.00pm on Wednesday, the 4th of October  at the Colonel Light Gardens 

RSL, entry from Dorset Avenue.  

   Future Meetings Future meetings will be on the 1st of November, and the 6th of December. 

There will be no monthly meeting in January. 

 Future Events   The 2006 Bay to Birdwood Run will be held on Sunday, 24th. September.: 

Entry enquiries: entry@baytobirdwood.com.au       Telephone 08-8258 6547 

 The Burra to Morgan Re-enactment will be held from Saturday, the 30th September to  

Monday, the 2nd of October.   

 The “Down Under London to Brighton” run will be held on Sunday, October 29th. 

commencing at 09.40 from London Road, Mile End. Entry fee:- $10.00 per couple. Entry forms are 
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available from Guli Paltridge, 6, Ayr Avenue, Torrens Park SA 5062, and should be returned no later 

than September 30th.  

 A re-enactment of the 1905 Norton Summit hillclimb will be on the 10th of December. 

 A “Southern Event” will be held on the 11th of March, 2007 and a weekend event on the 14th 

and 15th of April.   

 

Napier Tourer 
Colonial Model Type T36 
Chassis Number 7335. 
by 4��%����%	��� 

One of the famous six cylinder luxury Napier 
cars of the Edwardian and immediate post 
Edwardian era. This example is of 30 Horse 
Power.  

Only forty nine examples of this model T36 
were made. This car is shown in the Napier 
records as having been delivered from the 
Napier “works”, Acton Vale London, on the 
13th of May 1911. 

While there are possibly as many as eight 
surviving 30 HP Napier cars in the world, the 
list of five known cars, compiled by Australian 
Napier Historian, Bill Bishop, shows this to be 
the only model T36, the others are later Types 
43 and 44. Three of the five on Bill’s list are in 
Australia, one in Queensland is a running 
single seater tourer; another is in NSW, 
apparently complete, but in pieces, and of 
course this example. 

In early 1912, the Adelaide South Australian 
news paper, The Register, carried the following 
advertisement... Have for sale Talbot motorcar, 
having bought a larger car. F. W. C. Catt 
Leabrook.... The larger car mentioned was 
undoubtedly this Napier.  

The owner, Frederick William Clifford Catt 
lived at the corner of Glynburn Road and 
Kensington Road Leabrook, in an outstanding 
residence named “Kongorong”.  

The Napier was first registered to Mr. Catt in 
early 1912 with the registered number SA 
2092. 

A large part of the original home still exists 
despite significant additions and alterations 

made to the building as it is now part of the 
Resthaven aged care facility. 

 

 

 

 
The car with new “modernized” body 1917. 

 

A photograph of the car, (above) was taken at 
the house on the day in 1916 that it was 
returned to the family home after undergoing 
“modernizing”. The modernizing included a 
new lower wider body with tapered bonnet and 
a covered tapered scuttle. Another make of 
steering box was fitted, allowing a lower rake 
for the column. The wheels had been altered to 
set the rims further out on the hubs to allow for 
the wider body. One of Mr. Catt’s daughters 
told me that “father had said that the old body 
was very narrow, very high and most ugly”, 
obviously just what we would still like to have 
on the car! 

Another copy of this picture is on display in the 
foyer entrance of the Resthaven complex. 
Sitting in the driver’s seat of the car in the 
photograph is Mr. Alf Whittington. He was the 
family chauffeur and daily drove Mr. Catt to 
his primary place of business in  Rundle Street 
Adelaide. I unexpectedly met Mr. 
Whittington’s widow, she had recognized the 
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car when we were on a rally from Adelaide to 
Glenelg, and it was from her that I obtained the 
photograph. 

Mr. Catt owned a haberdashery business 
known as Catt’s Stores Limited. The Adelaide 
store was located on the site where the 
Edments Building is now, between Gawler 
Place and Balfour’s Café in Rundle Mall. 
Balfour’s Café is still in the same location. 

 
The Catt store in Rundle Street. February 1917. 

 

The Mortlock Library has a photograph of this 
section of Rundle Street (above) taken in 1917 
as one of a series of Adelaide Street scenes. By 
sheer chance when the photographer took the 
photograph, the Napier was parked in front of 
the Catt store with passengers alighting from it.  

Branches of Catt stores were located in some of 
the larger country towns and we suppose that 
the car was regularly used for trips to those 
locations. Mr. Catt did not drive; however his 
son Lionel did and had the responsibility of 
taking the family on private outings. 

Lionel Catt became a trade school teacher and 
taught at the Port Pirie Technical School at the 
time I attended as a student in the mid 1950s. 
Neither he nor I knew of the separate 
connection we both had with the same car, the 

subject didn’t ever come up! I drove it to the 
school on one occasion, a year or so after he 
had transferred away from Port Pirie, if only I 
had done so when he was still working there! I 
didn’t know of the Catt connection with the car 
for a while afterwards, not in fact until I met 
the previously mentioned Mrs. Whittington. I 
am sure Lionel Catt would have recognized the 
car just as she had done when she saw it so 
many years after her husband’s connection 
with the family had ceased. 

I don’t know the dates but eventually the car 
passed from the Catt family to a man with the 
surname Gordon, we know little of him other 
than that he bought the car from Mr. Catt and 
that he was involved in the horse racing 
industry as a trainer. 

He after a time sold it to a farmer and an 
apparent racing enthusiast named Herbert 
Jones. He had a farming property situated at 
Mananarie just to the north of Jamestown in the 
mid north of South Australia. It was during his 
ownership that the body was removed and the 
car made into a truck or buckboard. The 
scuttle, bonnet and front mudguards were the 
only body parts retained, the driver I was told, 
sat on the front edge of the tray on a cushion! 
The removed seats were separated to be used as 
out door lounges and placed on his verandah; 
fortunately, they were passed on to the next 
owners. We found the remains of the doors 
among the rubbish at the Jones farm after he 
had sold the property and were therefore able 
to obtain the hinges, locks and handles etc. 

 

End of Part 1.  
 to be continued in the next issue of the 
Bulletin

 

Forum  
DATING/AUTHENTICITY 

by ����&�������%� 
    

  I fear that my talk at the inaugural meeting was a bit wide-ranging and possibly a bit 

confusing, hence I have written a brief summary. 

  Firstly, FIVA often gets a mention, what is it? The Federation Internationale des Vehicules 
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Anciens is an international federation of historic motoring clubs formed in France in 1966. It 

represents the interests (through club affiliations) of well over half a million members in two main 

areas, viz firstly by seeking to influence legislation and various regulations as they affect the use of 

historic vehicles and secondly the identification and classification of such vehicles. So far as the 

former is concerned, FIVA's activities are almost entirely concentrated in Europe and to a lesser extent 

the UK and, apart from an indication of possible trends (ie in road rules, etc), has little if anything to 

do with Australia. Over the years FIVA has attempted to define what constitutes an historic vehicle 

and their views have been quite widely adopted as a practical guide. In the 1980's they devised a "five 

out of seven" policy and this has been universally applied, generally quite satisfactorily, in Australia 

for many years.    

  ENGINE -- regarded as the most important of the seven and should be either the original or of 

the original type or otherwise in keeping with the model and age of the vehicle and if slightly later (eg 

one or two years) that will almost certainly dictate the date. 

 GEARBOX                                                                          )     the comments regarding the   

engine generally apply but would be unlikely to affect the date unless several were of the slightly later 

vintage                                                            

 CHASSIS FRAME                                                                               )                “ 

 FRONT AXLE ASSEMBLY (including wheels and tyres)       )    “ 

 REAR AXLE ASSEMBLY   (including wheels and tyres)       )       “ 

 STEERING ASSEMBLY                                                         )       “ 

 COOLING SYSTEM   (including radiator)                            )       “ 

  In the past, if a vehicle did not have at least five of the above it was not considered authentic 

and would not be given a date. I must point out, however, that such has been the standard of 

restorations and the integrity of owners in this State that in the fifteen years or more that I have been 

involved in dating no such situation has had to be addressed. In fact, I am only aware of one previous 

instance when the "5 out of 7" rule was invoked and this came about due to the availability of 

(superbly made) remanufactured items for the model (later replaced by "period" parts). 

 Remanufactured items, as can be seen, have not formerly counted towards the seven but 

apparently FIVA has now decided that true replica components are acceptable. This may seem logical 

but will have to be carefully considered to avoid the situation which has arisen--with certain exotic 

vintage and post-vintage cars--where they are almost (if not entirely) comprised of remanufactured 

components which are virtually undistinguishable from the originals!  

  Two other comments. Underlining all of the above is the desirability of encouraging owners to 

complete and enjoy their vehicles and not put unnecessary obstacles in their way, at the same time 

upholding the excellent standards we are respected for. The other thing is that we now have, at long 

last, our two-wheeled brethren with us and the Club may wish to formulate a joint dating policy to 
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cover cars and motorcycles alike, albeit with separate dating personnel. 

  The AVCCA is the other body often mentioned. The Association of Veteran Car Clubs of 

Australia was formed in 1962 as a forum for representatives of member clubs to discuss issues of 

interest and formulate policies, mainly by way of an annual conference. It is purely a federation of 

member clubs and has no executive authority over them, hence decisions that appear to be reached at 

conferences frustratingly (to say the least) may or may not be put into effect by clubs who still 

essentially go their own way. It has some value as a "sounding board" but, having been a delegate for 

many years, frustration set in when I found that the considerable time and effort we put in often 

proved futile. The programming of national rallies is also arranged under their auspices, but the actual 

staging and organisation are undertaken by the member clubs. The AVCCA is financially well-off and 

recently reaffiliated with FIVA, although any benefits arising from this liaison are yet to be apparent. 

 It is comprised of the principal veteran vehicle clubs throughout Australia and, given that our 

new Club has already established impressive credentials, I consider that we should take immediate 

steps to join the federation.  

  I stress that the foregoing represents my personal views but I have tried to be objective. I am a 

previous individual member of FIVA, hold a passport for our MGA (for our participation in the FIVA 

World Rally in the UK in 1996, an event which to Daphne and I will never be surpassed, the 

organisers even arranged for us to sit with the President and his wife at the presentation dinner!) and 

FIVA was involved in the staging of the fabulous 1988 Bi-Centennial Rally (the largest veteran and 

vintage rally in the world--perhaps to this day) but this was really a long-ago "one-off" and I am yet to 

be convinced of FIVA's effectiveness in Australia. So far as the AVCCA is concerned, I believe that 

our new club will generate renewed interest in both two-wheeled and four-wheeled veteran activities 

in this State and, if we are accepted, we may well regain the pre-eminent position that we held in the 

movement in the not-too-distant past.  

 

For Sale and Wanted 

 Wanted:  Small veteran car, cyclecar or motorcycle with sidecar, in good running order, Rob Elliot 

0415697162. 

Wanted:   SA  motoring History Books Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 11. I have a spare copy of No. 1 to swap. Rob 

Elliot 0415697162. 

 


