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The McNeil Humber
. Meetings and Events

Next Meeting will be on Wednesday, the 1st. of November at 8.00 pm at the Colonel Light

Gardens RSL, entry from Dorset Avenue.
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  Future Meetings The December meeting will be on Wednesday, the 6th. of December. There

will be no monthly meeting in January.

Future Events  The Vintage Sports Car Club “Down Under London to Brighton” run will be

held on Sunday, October 29th. commencing at 09.40 (NB. 1st day of daylight saving) from London

Road, Mile End. Entry fee:- $10.00 per couple. Entry forms may still be available from Guli Paltridge,

6, Ayr Avenue, Torrens Park SA 5062.

A re-enactment of the 1905 Norton Summit Hillclimb will be held on the Sunday, the 10th. of

December. More information will be provided in the November issue of the Bulletin.

A “Southern Event” will be held on the 11th. of March, 2007 and a Weekend Event on the

14th and 15th of April, 2007.   

Napier Tourer

Colonial Model Type T36     Part 2

by Duncan Scott
The Napier was subsequently purchased from
Mr. Jones by three brothers named Mclnerney,
with it they established a small family carrying
business at an area known as Canowie Belt,
situated east of Jamestown. It was used for
some years carrying up to three ton loads of
stone from a quarry until the differential was
badly damaged and failed.

Being mechanically minded and very
innovative people, the McInerneys carried out
motor repairs for others as well as maintaining
their own fleet of trucks. The Napier was now
reduced to being a stationary engine used to
power a circular saw for cutting firewood. Parts
not needed for this purpose were removed and
put to use on other vehicles. It really was a
dismantled wreck when it came into our
possession late in 1953 for the sum of 20
pounds ($A40.00)

The car in as rescued condition in late 1953.

Everything possible was collected and it was
gradually put back together in a rough and
rather amateurish way. One of the Mclnerneys,
Joseph, continued to be interested in the car
and voluntarily helped with work on it at this
stage. He drove it only once when a very
unwell man before dying of cancer.

Well before this time, this Joseph McInerney
owned a four cylinder Talbot of about 1910, he
entered and ran it in one of the pre second
world war Sporting Car Club Rallies in
Adelaide. He won a trophy for being the first
car in the event to reach the top of Tapley’s
Hill. It was he who fostered my interest in this
car and therefore the veteran car movement.

The Napier was entered and successfully
completed its first rally in 1955, a trip which
included the return journey from Jamestown.
The rally route was from Adelaide to the
Barossa Valley and return; this event was, as a
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matter of historical interest, the first of the
“Golden Fleece” rallies to be held in South
Australia.

The Napier in Jamestown 1956.

On one occasion we attended a rally in the area
of Albury in New South Wales. At lunch time
on one of the rally days, I was approached by a
man who, after introducing himself made the
comment “that is the wrong front axle on your
car, but don’t worry I have the correct one and
it’s yours. I have other spare parts for it too”.
Thus I met Arthur Lang and obtained a front
axle. He also provided a rusty, but restorable
crankshaft (hopefully never to be needed) with
some connecting rods attached! Arthur had
most of a 1907 40 HP Napier and also the most
incredible collection of parts from many makes
of old cars. He provided parts to very many car
enthusiasts during his lifetime.

The car underwent another refurbishment in the
early ‘60s; the damaged differential was
repaired and replaced the Chrysler “4” rear
axle that had been used temporarily from the
time of our ownership. The body was given an
older style appearance principally by changing
the scuttle from an enclosed tapered type to the

open style, removing the taper from the bonnet
and replacing the four mudguards/wings.

Near Hallett during the Australian National
Veteran Car Rally 1994.

Gradually during the years since then, the
mechanical parts of the car have been attended
to. Some major engine work was done, e.g. the
main bearings were re metaled and line bored,
(the connecting rod bearings are still the
original). Previously in the 1950s the engine
was re-bored and aluminium pistons fitted, new
valves and guides were also made and fitted at
that time.

More recently the work has covered the smaller
things that had been stripped from the car over
its years of use as a working and then laid up
vehicle. The wheels have been rebuilt to the
original dimension and Betco tyres, size 880x
120 were fitted. Two missing wheel centres
were obtained through Bill Bishop, the
previously mentioned Australian historian of
Napier Cars. Some rims and sets of double
butted spokes were supplied by Specialized
Automotive Services in Macclesfield England.

End of Part 2

to be continued in the next issue of the

Bulletin,
.
From the Napier club:-

Brooklands Centenary, 2007. The Brooklands 2007 Centenary re-enactment, will be held at

the Brooklands Museum site in Weybridge, south of London. Three major events are planned during

June and early July as follows:-   16/17th June:-  the Opening of Brooklands - around the remaining

circuit and museum - all car types.  28/29th June:-  The S.F.Edge 24 Hour Record run - requiring 3

Napiers only, on various parts of the site.   6/7/8th July:-  Re-enactment of the first races there, won

mostly by Napiers, but with other types alongside.
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The facilities will be good, with public, media and motoring support - a Veteran car feast in

which Napiers will take part, as and when they can. 

The biggest Napier rally will be on 21/22nd June 2008 at Quainton near Aylesbury in
Buckinghamshire,

For Sale and Wanted

 Wanted:  Small veteran car, cyclecar or motorcycle with sidecar, in good running order, Rob Elliot

0415697162.

Wanted:   SA  motoring History Books Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 11. I have a spare copy of No. 1 to swap. Rob

Elliot 0415697162.


