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Chairman: Howard Filtness, 8364 0229.   Secretary: Phil Keane:, 8277 
2468. 

Treasurer: Julian McNeill 8272 8759.   Committee Members:  Peter 
Allen, 8353 3438; 

Gavin McNeill, 82720809,   Bill Kent 8337 8434, and Terry Parker,  
8331 3445. 

Bulletin Editor:   Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441, dpinnock@bigpond.com 
Address for Correspondence:  46, Sunnyside Road, Glen Osmond, South 

Australia 5064 

 
 

Meetings and Events 
 Future Meetings The December meeting will be on Wednesday, the 6th. of December at 
8.00 pm at the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, entry from Dorset Avenue.  
 There will be no monthly meeting in January. 
 Future Events: A re-enactment of the 1905 Norton Summit Hill Climb will be held on the 
Sunday, the 10th. of December.  Meet at the Tower Hotel car park off Magill Road, just above the 
Magill Road/ Penfold Road intersection at 10.00 for morning tea.  Departure at 10.30. After the climb 
there will be a BYO lunch at the Kensington Gardens Reserve, enter off the Parade.  
 On Sunday, 11th. of February members and friends are invited to gather for breakfast at 
Vili’s, on the corner of South Road and Manchester Road, Mile End. The start will be from Victoria 
Park, Fullarton Road main entrance, departing at 08.30, or go directly to Vili’s to arrive by 09.00. 
   “Southern Event” will be held on the 11th. of March, 2007 and a Weekend Event on the 14th 
and 15th of April, 2007. 
 The National Veteran Rally will be at Busselton, WA from the 25th to the 30th. of March 
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2007.  Contact: Bob Henley, 6 Carob Tree Place, Lesmurdie WA 6076, email bobjos@q-net.net.au

 Past Events:  
  

 THE 2006 “DOWN-UNDER” LONDON TO BRIGHTON 
 
Somehow the VSCC, who very ably organise this great annual event, seem to always get the weather 
right and 2006 was no exception! 
 
Entries have tapered off a bit in recent years but it is hoped that the our new Club will engender 
increased interest and reverse the trend! In any case, some 30-odd stalwarts assembled for the usual 
colourful start at London Road Mile End to be flagged off by the genial (and resplendent) Mayor John 
Trainer. John, as some may know, is a motoring enthusiast in his own right (a founding member of the 
University Car Club, keen MG CC member for many years and former Patron, in fact). Dedicated 
Glenelg Mayor Ken Rollond also mingled with the crowd at the start.  
 
Watched by quite a large number of spectators the cars made off to the traditional morning tea 
(including London buns, of course) stop at Glandore, amid much conviviality, and then on to the 
attractive lawned park on the foreshore at Brighton. By now Mayor Rollond was equally sartorial and 
gave us an enthusiastic welcome. Ken is very keen to promote his “patch” and sees the potential in 
staging more events like this, or of greater magnitude, in his part of the world.* 
 
Terry Parker, with his newly restored Hotchkiss and no stranger to such awards, was the worthy 
winner of the Mayor’s Choice Shannon’s Trophy. After the presentation the crews made their way to 
Carrick Hill for a picnic lunch under the shady trees or, in the case of the sunlovers, down beside the 
lake. 
 
Altogether it was another enjoyable day with typical veteran car and motorcycle camaraderie and 
excellent organisation by Guli Paltridge and her team. The VSCC practice of placing marshals at every 
change of direction makes navigation a lot more straightforward and the popularity of this event seems 
set to continue! 
 
*Well-known VSCC member and veteran and vintage car enthusiast David Read has been talking to 
Mayor Rollond about a big veteran and vintage car event in March which would culminate at, say, 
Wigley Reserve. David’s idea is for individual clubs to organise their own morning runs and to then 
entrants would all converge at the combined location. An event like this would be guaranteed of 
success if it were possible to coincide with something else to add to the attraction. For some years we 
ended up at Glenelg when the Jazz Festival was on, and would surely have added to the spectacle with 
a display of our cars and motorcycles (which invariably attract quite a lot of interest), but for some 
inexplicable reason we were not welcomed inside their enclosure! Anyway, all power to David, if 
anyone can do it he surely can! 
 
Barry Bahnisch 
 

 The Inaugural Breakfast Run 
 On Sunday, 5th of November a most enjoyable breakfast run to at North Adelaide. The members, 
motor cycles and cars taking part were  Howard Filtness on the 1911 Bell, Chris Harley on the 1912 JAP, 
Graham Treloar on the 1915 BSA, Gavin and Sandy McNeil and David Bishop in the 1914 Humber, 
Malcolm and Ilonka McInnes in the 1912 Clement Bayard and  Dudley Pinnock in the 1908 Renault AX, 
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 The Inaugural Clarendon Club Run   
 I don’t think that anyone could deny we had a great first club run.  The weather was absolutely 
glorious and the picnic spot chosen was excellent! It’s made me even more determined to get my veteran 
Lewis project completed sooner, rather than later (a short article on this to follow).  Whereas I’m most 
definitely a “photoholic” (you need only ask my wife Diana), I have to confess to being reasonably ignorant 
of not only the makes of veteran cars present, but also their owner’s names!  Many thanks to Terry Parker 
for his assistance in filling in the blanks. 
 
 Even though I don’t have a veteran on the road yet, Diana and I decided we’d go along in a modern 
vehicle and ask some friends, Jon and Chris Chittleborough, along for a BBQ picnic. I’m glad we did, the 
spirit of the day was fantastic. What follows is more of a “photo essay” than an article as such. 
     

          

Above: The Blackwood Coles start point 
worked well as a venue, with plenty of 
space for a wonderful turnout of 
machinery. It would have been nice to see 
more bikes out, but Leon Mitchell (1910 
FN) and David Radloff (1909 Triumph) 
ably represented the motorcycle 
membership of the club. In the background 
is David Cant’s Buick (David is also 
another motorcycle enthusiast). 
 
Right: Terry Parker with lap warmer 
Louie–an essential requirement, I gather, in 
riding in a veteran car, as everyone seemed 
very “rugged up” indeed. 
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Below: The fine gentlemen that Diana decided to nickname the “Bearded-Blokes with Bikes Brigade”.   
 

From left to right:  Jon 
Chittleborough; myself; Leon 
Mitchell; David Radloff; Peter 
Allen; and David Cant.  Also 
present from the motorcycling 
fraternity (but not pictured) 
were Arnold DeGroot and 
wife Maggie. 

Left: Gavin and Sandy 
McNeil and David Bishop in 
the immaculate Humber. 

Right: The Mullins family and 
the wonderful Darracq that 
has been in the family for 
generations. I’ve never been 
fussed that my father didn’t 
pass on his motorcycle to 
me….it was a BSA Bantam! 
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The Lewis Project 
Approximately 2 years ago I convinced Leon Mitchell to sell me his 1914 Lewis basket case, as I’d 
become a fan of veteran Australian built motorcycles (thanks mainly to the influence of Leon and 
Peter Allen).  I’ve always loved local history and to buy a veteran bike manufactured by an Adelaide 
company seemed the perfect way to combine two passions. 

Left:  Terry, Trish and Louie 
heading home in style in the 
Straker Squire. 

This particular model Lewis was locally 
assembled using Chater Lea cycle parts 
and a 750cc Precision V-Twin engine.  
The photos adjacent show the condition 
of the bike when I bought it (what’s not 
evident is the hole in the bottom of the 
crankcases that you could put your fist 
through). Being new to this sort of 
project, I thought “these veteran bikes are 
pretty simple – this shouldn’t take long to 
restore” – talk about famous last words! 
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Left:  You can just about hear the engineering shop’s cash 
register “ca-chinking” by the second with every revolution 
of the milling cutter.  Welding the damaged cases 
unfortunately led to a series of subsequent machining 
requirements due to distortion. 
 
Below:  Starting to look like the real thing, but a long way 
yet from a running engine.  The timing cover looks the part, 
thanks to the loan of an original one from Peter to cast from. 
Still the worn thin-walled barrels to contend with at this 
point, but the curves of the exhaust pipes are a pleasure to 
behold (is there something wrong with me?). 

Left: The Lewis taking shape.  
The tank was fabricated using 
brass and soft solder, as per the 
original, once again one 
borrowed from Peter. One 
might comment that one didn’t 
realize that Lewis made 
unicycles. The correct rear 
wheel, an Armstrong 3 speed 
hub, located during the course 
of the project, was having a 
rather expensive 8-month 
holiday in England getting 
rebuilt when this photo was 
taken. 
Sadly the engine is now apart 
again, more work being 
required to “get it right”. 

To be continued………                Rob Elliott 
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Napier Tourer 
Colonial Model Type T36     Part 3 

by Duncan Scott 

This work finally lead to the need to repair and 
alter the body. As the appearance and standard 
of the body work was not as it should have 
been, the year 2002 became known in our 
family at least, as the Napier’s year. A full 
restoration of the body was undertaken. 
Damaged parts of the body panels were 
removed and replaced, new front mudguards 
made and the front and rear seat backs were 
increased in height. All of these changes have 
been made to improve not only the standard of 
the car, but to bring its overall appearance to 
that of a similar Napier which is the subject of 
a period photograph we have. The body was 
stripped down to bare metal, repaired and 
primed.  

Although there are more variations of the 
colour British Racing Green than there have 
been motor manufacturers, it has been 
repainted in what we believe to be the correct 
version of that colour.  

It is well known of course that British Racing 
Green was originally Napier Green. Napier 
first chose this colour, named it Napier Green 
and used on their “works” cars during their 
involvement in motor racing. As the original 
colour on the body was dark green and as many 
of the company products were painted in 
Napier Green, it seemed right to use this 
original and appropriate colour.  

The white line work was done by Ian Walker, a 
friend of long standing from my school days in 
Jamestown. He also applied the lines at the 
previous painting in about 1963!  

During this time I installed a starter motor; 
fellow car enthusiasts had warned me for years 
that a person over forty years of age should not 
crank start a six cylinder Napier! As I have 
reached that age and passed it by more than a 
further fifty percent, I decided that to be able to 
continue to drive the car into the future, a less 
strenuous starting method was required.  

A ring gear and starter motor have been 
installed. The starter is brought into operation 
by the “start” button of the Bosch Dual Ignition 
Coil switch.                           

The springs were reset and leather gaiters 
fitted. 

Many years ago the original carburettor was 
replaced with a S. Smith and Sons 4 jet unit 
and more recently with one of Zenith 
manufacture. Fellow Napier owner Simon 
Fisher of Kenya noticed an advertisement 
including a photograph of a Napier carburettor 
in an English Bonham’s Catalogue. As it could 
be seen to be similar to the one on his type 44 
30HP Napier he took the opportunity to buy it 
as at the very least it could be used as a spare 
for his car.  

He subsequently made Napier owner’s world 
wide aware of his acquisition and it’s 
availability to any one in need. Our car was 
indeed in need and so through Simon’s far 
sightedness another part has been obtained 
which further improves the originality of our 
car. This carburettor is definitely the correct 
type; it very obviously came from one of the 49 
cars produced more than 90 years ago, 
therefore a very unexpected and fortunate find. 
Simon’s purchase occurred in 2003, it was 
installed in 2004, that being the 51st year of our 
ownership. The engine runs and performs so 
much better with the acquired part that one 
wonders why the original was changed.   

 
The carburettor installed 2004 

The correct steering box was also obtained in 
unusual circumstances. It came to South 
Australia fitted to a Panhard car purchased by 
fellow club member, Noel Roscrow. Noel 
eventually obtained the correct one for his car 
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and therefore we were fortunate in obtaining 
the correct one for ours. 

The result of all of this work is most gratifying 
as it now is a vehicle of far more originality, 
appropriate appearance and condition than 
previously. With new black leather buttoned 
upholstery and a new black hood made by Phil 
Spencer the work and changes have been most 
worth while. 

Performance of the car is in line with Napier’s 
and S.F.Edge’s claims, for a 1911 car it is a 
very good performer indeed. Driving it on a 
good country road with my usual companion 
on a warm sunny day is one of life’s great 
pleasures. 

Foot Note. 

The writer is very interested to learn of the 
existence of Napier cars and parts, particularly 

of those which are not well known among the 
club members.  

Should any one who reads this article wish to 
contact me with information, please do so by 
telephone from Australia, on (08) 83384129 or 
by international telephone on +6188334129.  

E-mail at. dcscott@optusnet.com.au 

 
Dulwich House Garden. Dulwich SA. 2003 

Duncan Scott 

 
 
 

For Sale and Wanted 

 

 Wanted:  Small veteran car, cyclecar or motorcycle with sidecar, in good running order, Rob Elliot 

0415697162. 

Wanted:   SA  motoring History Books Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 11. I have a spare copy of No. 1 to swap. Rob 

Elliot 0415697162. 

 
 

 


