
   
 

 
���������	

������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ��������������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ��������������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ��������������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ���������������������� ��� ���

Bulletin of 
The Veteran Car Club 
of South Australia����

 
Chairman: Howard Filtness, 8364 0229.   Secretary: Phil Keane:, 

8277 2468. 
Treasurer: Julian McNeill 8272 8759.   Committee Members:  Peter 

Allen, 8353 3438; 
Gavin McNeill, 82720809, and Terry Parker,  8331 3445. 

Bulletin Editor:   Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441, dpinnock@bigpond.com 
Address for Correspondence:  46, Sunnyside Road, Glen Osmond, 

South Australia 5064 
Our thanks to Malcolm McInnes for the new logo he designed for our Club. 

  

 The next monthly meeting will be at 8.00 pm on Wednesday, the 7th of February 2007 

at the RSL Hall, Colonel Light Gardens; enter from Dorset Avenue.  

 Future Events:   

 Sunday, 11th. of February 2007 is All British Day. Members and friends are invited to 

gather from 08.00 for a breakfast catered by the Veteran Section of the .SCC of SA. The venue 

is the South Parklands behind the Pavilion Restaurant. Enter from Sir Lewis Cohen Drive . 

 A “Southern Event” will be held on Sunday, the 11th. of March, 2007 and a Weekend 

Event on the 14th and 15th of April, 2007. 

 The National Veteran Rally will be at Busselton, WA from the 25th to the 30th. of March 

2007.  Contact: Bob Henley, 6 Carob Tree Place, Lesmurdie WA 6076, email bobjos@q-

net.net.au 

 

Norton Summit Hill Climb “Re-enactment” 
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 Our run up the New Norton Summit Road on 10th December was quite an historical 

occasion, as it was last staged almost exactly 100 years ago along the identical route!  

 I am much indebted to my old friend and historian “extraordinaire”, Stewart McDonald, 

for the information concerning the early history of this event. It was probably the first motoring 

hill climbing trial in this State and one of the first motor competitions of any nature to be held 

here. 

 The original road to Norton Summit is the one now known as the Old Norton Summit 

Road. This area had become renowned from very early times for growing fruit and vegetables 

and therefore there was quite a lot of movement up and down the old road. Unfortunately the 

rather formidable gradients put considerable strain on the horses pulling the wagons and carts and 

apparently there were instances of horses collapsing and even dying due to the strain! Thus the 

new road was built, probably in the 1880’s or 1890’s, slightly longer but incorporating much less 

severe grades.   

 Nevertheless even the new road still presented something of a challenge, so when motor 

cars and motor cycles began to appear in greater numbers and gain more acceptance, it was 

thought that their ability to accomplish such a climb would be a notable test! 

 It is understood that the first trial took place in 1904, to be repeated the following year 

and again in 1906, but this was the last time that the original format was followed. Quite simply, 

all of the entrants managed the ascent, albeit taking a wide variety of times, but the “bottom line” 

was that since the climb itself was a universal accomplishment some other basis had to be found 

as a true measure of a car’s ability to climb hills. Thus in 1907 timing had to be introduced and 

speed, in effect, became a yardstick. 

 Our event took place on 10th December and, seen off by a number of spectators, entrants 

traversed the original route from the Tower Hotel (previously named the East Torrens Hotel) 

along the “new” road to Norton Summit and just as in 1906 all of the entrants completed the 

climb. The only car old enough to participate in the original event (though not thought to have  

been an actual entrant) was Julian McNeil’s 1904 Darracq and Graham Treloar’s 1914 BSA was 

the sole motor cycle. In any event, the dozen or so veteran and vintage cars and the motor cycle  

clawed their way up, rounded the historic old hotel and returned by way of the “old” road to the 

picnic venue at Kensington Park. 

 Altogether it was an excellent day, enhanced as always by the camaraderie that exists  
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between veteran and vintage car enthusiasts! We are indebted to Phil Keane for organising this 

interesting and enjoyable day! 

 Barry Bahnisch 

  

 Looking back – 1906 Buick 
 While some of the well known veterans have been restored in recent years there are 

others which have been active for a very long time.  While a few, like the ‘United Motors’ Prince 

Henry Vauxhall (first rally 1934), are still in the same ownership (and much the same condition ) 

most have changed hands from their first ‘discoverer’ and their appearance by now. 

One such car is a 1906 Buick flat twin. 

 
 

 The photo shows the 1906 twin cylinder Buick in a 1939 event.  A 1940 programme 

shows that the car belonged to the Cooper family of brewing fame, and was driven by one 

W.B.C. (Beaven) Rutt.   

 

 The Vintage Sports Car Club journal records that the car became the property of Ash 
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Moulden of Rose Park, from where it was sold to the Hill family.  The Buick ran in the 1951 

rally to Outer Harbour driven by R.E.Hill.  It ran in 1952,1953 (driven by Robert Hill) and 1954 

events, and seems not to have been used again until, wearing a new body, it was at the one and 

two cylinder rally in Mount Gambier in 2004. 

 The engine is a water cooled OHV flat twin with chain drive to the diff.  The cone behind 

the radiator is not a boiler, but the fuel tank. 

 

 
 

   Photo taken at Marion, 1954. 
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     Body built 1999 

 

 



   

 
���������	

�������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ��������������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ��������������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ��������������  � �� � �� ����� ���� ��� �� ��� � �� �� ���������������������� ��� �#��

��
�������������������������������

 
 Terry Parker 

 
 For Sale and Wanted 
 For Sale  Straker Squire-  same model as Terry Parker’s,  One car (roadster) with a lot of 

spares or two cars with a lot of work!  In Victoria and available following the demise of an 

enthusiast.  Contact Terry Parker if serious. 

 For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration 

but now residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for 

$25,000 to a good home. Contact  Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988. 

 For Sale;  The 1902 Model O  de Dion Bouton of the late Doug Mullins is for sale. 

Contact Barbara Mullins, P.O. Box 20, Glen Osmond, SA 5064.  

 Wanted:  Small veteran car, cyclecar or motorcycle with sidecar, in good running order, 

Rob Elliot 0415697162. Wanted:   SA  motoring History Books Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 11. I have a 

spare copy of No. 1 to swap. Rob Elliot 0415697162. 


