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              Bulletin of

  The Veteran Car Club

of South Australia

March 2007

Chairman: Howard Filtness, 8364 0229.   Secretary and Rallymaster: Phil Keane:, 8277 2468.

Treasurer: Julian McNeill 8272 8759.   Publicity Officer: Barry Bahnisch 8296 3202

Committee:  Peter Allen, 8353 3438; Gavin McNeill, 8272 0809, Terry Parker,  8331 3445.

Bulletin Editor:   Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441, dpinnock@bigpond.com

Address for Correspondence:  46, Sunnyside Road, Glen Osmond, South Australia 5064

The next monthly meeting will be at 8.00 pm on Wednesday, the 1
st
. of April, 2007 at the RSL Hall,

Colonel Light Gardens; enter from Dorset Avenue.

Future Events:   A Weekend Event is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, the 14
th and 15

th
 of April,

2007 There will be an option of returning on Monday, the 16th  Our base will be at the Milang Lakes

Motel, Ph 08 8537 0090 . Contact : Pauline.  The Club  has ten rooms put aside,  $85 per double per

night  Additional accommodation is available if required; people to contact Phil  (Mob 0417 819 080)

if the Motel becomes full.  Travel to Milang will be on Saturday, staying overnight. Optional for people

to stay over for extra night on Sunday.   Meet at Coles Blackwood Supermarket car park (South Eastern

Corner) at 8.30 for 9.00am start on Saturday 14th April. The route will be via Meadows / Strathalbyn to

Milang and instructions will be provided.

The National Veteran Rally will be at Busselton, WA, from the 25
th

 to the 30
th

. of March 2007.

Contact: Bob Henley, 6 Carob Tree Place, Lesmurdie WA 6076, email bobjos@q-net.net.au

1913 Model T Ford

Previously we have read about Greg Mahon’s 1912 Ford.  He has two more, and this is his story

of the most well known Model T in S.A. The Ford was sold by Duncan & Fraser to Mr Hugh Fleming

of Edwardstown.  They had two daughters who were later to become well known in the Brighton area

after starting the Hopetoun School in 1922.  The family lived in a large house with an almond orchard

opposite the (now) Plaza Shopping Centre on Main South Road.   Mr Fleming found the Ford difficult

to handle, reverting to his horse and buggy, and he gave

the car to his daughters, who used it to travel to and from

their school.  They also found the car difficult to start, and

instead caught the train to Hove, leaving the Ford in the

shed, on the corner of Kegworth and Main South Road.

They later  bought a Chev 4.

Mr. Hugh Fleming at the Edwardstown Bank
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In 1953, a local carrier bought the car which he had known since 1929, and it was he who

provided much of this information shortly before he died.  He did use the Ford in some early events,

and it became known as the Edwardstown Ford.   The earthquake in 1954 brought down the wall of the

shed exposing several cars.

Brian Dawe, a local enthusiast saw

and bought the Ford, and ran it in a

few rallies, but again didn’t get on

with it, and it was again left in a shed on

Grange Road.  Ian Todhunter,

mentioned in an earlier article, was

looking for a Ford, and chased it

down.  He couldn’t buy it, but was

able to use the car, and did for several

years, with no trouble at all.

Dawe finally swapped the Ford for a Holden from George Thompson in the 1960’s and Ian

continued to drive it.   Ian arranged for John Lucas to buy the car and in 1969 he completely restored it

for the International Rally in Sydney.  During the 1970’s Ian, John and I attended many events, often

swapping drives.  I always liked John’s car, contrary to its early life, it ran so well.  The Ford was sold

to a Ford agent in the 1970’s and I maintained and drove it for them.  When the opportunity arose to

buy the car I jumped at it, as in its history Ian, John and I have known it better than anyone else. If Ian

had not pursued it back in 1958 it would not be with me now.

Greg Mahon

              During Dawe's ownership (note the fringe)
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A Dashing Renault:

 Racing the Clock from Sydney to Melbourne in 1908

 In the early days of motoring the passion for racing the clock became a national pastime,

especially between Australia's two biggest cities. These city-to-city record dashes from 1908-1928

along what came to be called the Hume Highway from Sydney to Melbourne captured the imagination

of the dashing motorists of the period. It epitomised the Australian contempt of authority that so

astonished the officers of the British Army during World War 1. 'A British officer (in World War 1)

rebuked an Australian for failing to salute him. "I'm a colonel", he said. "Best job in the Army," said

the Australian. "You keep it (1)."

 In the early days the 'Hume’(2) was just an ill-defined cart track, in places rocky and in other

places sandy. In those days it was often cut off by rain in the catchments of any of the hundreds of

creek crossings.  One of the first to set the 'pace' was a bloke named Charlie East who set an unofficial

record for the 900km journey. He was asked by a client to drive to Melbourne in 24 hours. East asked

for a fee of 75 pounds which was accepted on one condition: that 5 pounds would be deducted for

every hour late. East pounded his 1908 Renault over the most shocking conditions, arriving in

Melbourne in 19 hours and 45 minutes at an average speed of forty five and half kilometres an hour,

thereby claiming the full 75 quid. Sadly, the type of Renault is not recorded.  Perhaps further research

will bring to light the model used. The author can only dream that it was his 1908 X1B..

 From 1908 to 1928, there were many semi-official RAC timed dashes, much to the annoyance

of the residents and police along the way. When the dashes were outlawed the time had came down to

12 hours and 35 minutes, set in 1928, using an 18hp Itala at an average speed of 71.5km/hour.

 (1) Carlyon, L. 2006. The Great War, Sydney: Macmillan, p. 5.

(2) Nearly all of Australia's major highways are named as well as numbered. The Hume

highway is named after Hamilton Hume who along with William Hovell  pioneered the route in 1824.

Roger Cross

FORUM

Barry Bahnisch made a thought provoking observation in his excellent report on our very

enjoyable (thank you Phil Keane) 1906 Norton Summit Hill Climb re-enactment of 10th December

2006. It was that one of the participants (the 1904 Darracq of Julian McNeil) was old enough to have

entered in the original event, but had not.  The 2006 VCC of GB London to Brighton run

commemorated the Emancipation run of 10th. November, 1896 and was open to vehicles made before

1905 (and others by special arrangement).  Of the 489 entries from around the world, only the Peugeot
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of 1895 and those of the five 1896 cars which were made before 10th.  November were going at the

time of the original event.  It is possible that none of the cars present attended the original event. I

propose that we follow the lead of the VCC of GB and adopt the term "commemorative run" in place of

"re-enactment" in these cases.

With Best Regards,   Malcolm McInnes

 

FOR SALE & WANTED

• For Sale:  Straker Squire - same model as Terry Parker’s. One car (roadster) with a lot of

spares or two cars with a lot of work! In Victoria and available following the demise of an

enthusiast.  Contact: Terry Parker if serious.

• For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration but

now residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for $25,000 to

a good home. Contact: Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988.

• For Sale: The 1902 Model O  de Dion Bouton of the late Doug Mullins is for sale. Contact:

Barbara Mullins, P.O. Box 20, Glen Osmond, SA 5064.

• For Sale: One pair of Gray and Davis side lamps Model 638. Restored and ready to go.

Contact: Malcolm Roberts on 8332 5700

• 

• For Sale Pair of Lucas side lamps,

tops, rims. fonts good, missing badges

and one burner.      $450 ONO. Contact:

Peter Kennedy

<pkennedy@hansenyuncken.com.au>

• Wanted: Small veteran car, cyclecar or motorcycle with sidecar, in good running order,

Contact: Rob Elliot 0415697162.

• Wanted: SA  motoring History Books Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 11. I have a spare copy of No. 1 to

swap. Contact: Rob Elliot 0415697162.

Wanted: Two triple twist horns to replace originals lost from my 2 Whites. The type is

depicted in the model O White parts list and in the black and white photo of a model O White:-
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The horns were similar to the horn shown in the photo (fitted with the Clement Bayard's body in

Sydney in 1912).  My other horns (Lucas, Jacks of Paris & unbranded) do not have the same dash

mounting configuration or orientation and interfere with bonnet opening and access to engine

parts. The horns are mounted on the lower left front of the dashboard of Whites with the elliptical

outlet at the bottom and facing forwards. They would be mounted the other way up on the right

side of the dashboard of other cars. The bulb is foot activated and the flexible hose is attached to a

mounting point in the aluminium footplate.

I will accept repairable and incomplete horns.

I am also looking for a circa 1909 acetylene

gas generator for running board mounting,

either USA (Dietz if possible) or UK.

Contact: Malcolm McInnes 8339 7636 , 0411

705 560,  cymac@ozemail.com.au


