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Chairman: Howard Filtness, 8364 0229.   Secretary and Rallymaster: Phil Keane:, 8277 2468. 

Treasurer: Julian McNeill 8272 8759.   Publicity Officer: Barry Bahnisch 8296 3202 

Committee:  Peter Allen, 8353 3438; Gavin McNeill, 8272 0809, Terry Parker,  8331 3445. 

Bulletin Editor:   Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441, dpinnock@bigpond.com 

Address for Correspondence:  46, Sunnyside Road, Glen Osmond, South Australia 5064 

  

 The August meeting will be the Club’s first AGM and will be at 8.00 pm on Wednesday, 

the 1st of August, 2007 at the RSL Hall, Colonel Light Gardens.   

  
 Logbooks:- At the AGM, Howard and Julian will be available to validate financial 

members’ historic vehicle registration logbooks for the coming year. Remember to bring your 

registration papers for each vehicle. The 2007-2008 membership subscriptions ($30) are now due; 

please send to, or pay our Treasurer, Julian McNeil. 

  

 The August Breakfast Run will be on Sunday, 5th of August.   Please meet at the Burnside 

Civic Centre (Town Hall) car park (off Fisher Street) at 9.00 am for a 9.30 departure via Cross 

Road, Anzac Highway, Tapley’s Hill Road and West Beach Road to the breakfast venue, which is 

the West Beach Surf Lifesaving Club, at the end of West Beach Road,    
  

 The September Monthly Meeting will be as usual in the Colonel Light Gardens RSL Hall 

at 8.00pm on Wednesday the 5th of September. Details will be given in the next issue of the 

Bulletin. 

 The September Event:-  Sunday, 9th. of September, will comprise meeting at the unique 

“Warriparinga” precinct, followed by a short (optional) tour of some remaining sites of the original 

village of Marion. An optional, reasonably priced lunch will be available at the Flagstaff Hotel. 

 Warriparinga and its adjacent wetlands are on the South-eastern corner of the intersection of 

Sturt and Marion Roads. 

 There will be more information in the next issue of the Bulletin – on directions, meeting 

times, etc. 
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 The following is a brief background on the history of Warriparinga. There will be a booklet 

of information available on the day:- 

  

 The history of European settlement at Marion goes back to 1838 when recently retired 

British army officer Henry Nixon and prominent colonial identity Boyle Travers Finniss (later to 

become the State’s first Premier) acquired some eighty acres of land adjacent to the Sturt River and 

engaged William Light (former Army Colonel and State Surveyor-General, who had recently 

resigned out of frustration and gone into private practice with Finniss) to plan a new village which 

they named “Marion”. There are various theories as to the origin of this name, none really 

conclusive, but it was almost certainly inspired by the similar names (eg  Marian, Maria, etc) of 

wives, relations and/or friends, perhaps with the composite of the “on” of Nixon’s name. 

  

 In any event, streets were laid out, the prominent ones being named after the principals of 

the scheme and their relatives and friends. Thus we have streets such as Nixon, Finniss and Boyle 

which are well-known today and there is even (though lesser-known) a Light Square! 

  

 The site of the little village was considered to be quite promising, being only six miles from 

Adelaide and not far from the newly established settlements of Holdfast Bay and Brighton and “on 

the route to the emerging townships of Yankallilah (sic) and Rapid Bay”. There would also be a 

seemingly plentiful supply of fresh water from the Sturt River. 

  

 Despite this cautious optimism, the village remained a quiet and rather isolated backwater 

for over a century until it was overtaken by the housing boom following the second war. In the 

intervening period a few modest industries came and went but the overwhelming reputation of the 

region was in respect to primary production, market gardening, orchards, vineyards and so on and a 

few vestiges remain to this day. As the word spread, large tracts of land were purchased by English 

speculators, notably Samuel Kearne who founded nearby “Oaklands Estate” (later shortened to 

“Oaklands”) on the opposite side of the Sturt River (part of which is now the driving centre). Apart 

from his family, Kearne brought out his servants, animals, household goods and building materials 

(expecting the ship to sail up the Sturt River where he could disembark and unload!) but in due 

course built an impressive two-story mansion which was unfortunately demolished in the mid-
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1960’s. Some large English oaks, after which the property was named, remain to this day.  The 

Marion area was also famous for its vast areas of almond groves, in fact “Almond Blossom Tours” 

were still conducted into the early 1950’s. 

  

 For probably tens of thousands of years before European settlement, however, there had 

been indigenous human habitation along the Sturt River. As the river flowed out of the hills and 

levelled out, huge lagoons and (in winter) swamps formed and became the habitat for an abundance 

of animals, birds and fish and thus attracted large aboriginal encampments along the Sturt. In some  

years this flood-plain covered much of the area between the foothills and the coast from what is 

now Somerton through to West Beach.   

  

 An example of where the indigenous and European culture met is the area now named 

“Warriparinga”. This was one of the three main aboriginal centres along the Sturt and literally 

translated means “windy place by a creek”. This was probably due to the regular, and sometimes 

fierce, gully winds that occur during summer in the Marion area. 

  

 In the long-standing quest to decide the best site for the proposed new township of 

Adelaide, Captain Collet Barker was despatched in 1831 to examine the area between Port Gawler 

and Cape Jervis for a suitable port and suitable hinterland. It was he who recognised the potential of 

the Sturt River (where he replenished his water supplies and named it after his friend, Captain 

Charles Sturt) and its precincts for agriculture (noting in his journal the “abundance of 

pasture.......and the general appearance of the country such as to delight the whole party”) before he 

was tragically speared by aborigines near the mouth of the Murray.   

 Thus the scene was set for what was to become the great settlement and “takeover” by 

European settlers. 

 Our meeting place is an example of the meeting of the old and the new cultures. 

Barry Bahnisch. 

 

  

 

TECHNICAL TIP;  
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 Fitting beaded edge tyres is always a bit of a headache. I was able to fit the Betcos to my 

Rover wheels; but only after a struggle. In my present decrepit physical state I would not have been 

able to fit the Dunlops (that I bought from Fieldy many years ago) so contacted Domenic Lepro at 

North Terrace Tyres who put them on at $30 per tyre.   True; this amounts to $150 for the set but 

they are experts; and take great care to get everything (eg rust bands; tubes; etc) sitting correctly so 

it could be a wise investment given the price and availability of beaded edge tyres these days! He 

and his team have apparently fitted many such tyres over the years and his friendly and cooperative 

attitude make it very easy to work with him. I am sure this would extend to other areas of his 

business; which seems to be very busy in the very competitive new-tyre field. They had to wrestle 

with the rust bands and so on but the job looks good.  

 A couple of words of warning; however. I did try to explain which way the “chevrons” were 

to go but it still required one of the tyres having to be refitted the other way around! The other thing 

is that the rims sustained rather more damage (eg chips and scratches; etc) than I had hoped and 

these on the outside. In any case I always leave the final painting of the wheels until after the tyres 

have been fitted as there invariably seems to be something unexpected  happening. True; this 

involves the very laborious process of masking but this seems unavoidable.  

���� Next time around I would be more specific in my “instructions” and try to have some input 

into the fitting process (eg rubber mallet instead of levers if possible). I understand that a couple of 

prominent (and very practical) local veteran car identities have made up devices to fit beaded edge 

tyres but I felt that in my present state of temporary disablement it would be better to get them 

done!;      Barry Bahnisch 

FOR SALE & WANTED 

•  For Sale:  Straker Squire - same model as Terry Parker’s. One car (roadster) with a lot of 

spares or two cars with a lot of work! In Victoria and available following the demise of an 

enthusiast.  Contact: Terry Parker if serious. 

• For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration 

but now residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for 

$25,000 to a good home. Contact: Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988. 

• For Sale: The 1902 Model O  de Dion Bouton of the late Doug Mullins is for sale. Contact: 

Barbara Mullins, P.O. Box 20, Glen Osmond, SA 5064. 
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• For Sale: One pair of Gray and Davis side lamps Model 638. Restored and ready to go. 

Contact: Malcolm Roberts on 8332 5700 

• For Sale Pair of Lucas side lamps, tops, rims fonts good, missing badges and one burner. 

$450 ONO Contact: Peter Kennedy pkennedy@hanhenyuncken.com.au 

• Wanted: Small veteran car, cyclecar or motorcycle with sidecar, in good running order, 

Contact: Rob Elliot 0415697162. 

• Wanted: SA  motoring History Books Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 11. I have a spare copy of No. 1 to 

swap. Contact: Rob Elliot 0415697162. 

 Wanted: Two triple twist horns to replace originals lost from my 2 Whites. The type is 

depicted in the model O White parts list and in the black and white photo of a model O White:-  

I will accept repairable and incomplete horns. I am also looking for a circa 1909 acetylene gas 

generator for running board mounting, either USA (Dietz if possible) or UK. Contact: Malcolm 

McInnes 8339 7636 , 0411 705 560,  cymac@ozemail.com.au 

  

 And finally, the Club’s Annual Dinner was held at the Kooyonga Golf Club on the 13th of 

July.  All present enjoyed a most convivial evening with an excellent dinner. Our thanks to the 

roving photographer for the appended photographs taken during the evening:-  
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