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Bulletin of
The Veteran Car Club of South

Australia

October 2007

Chairman: Howard Filtness 8364 0229.   Secretary & Publicity Officer: Barry Bahnisch 8296 3202

Treasurer: Julian McNeill 8272 8759        Rallymaster: Phil Keane 8277 2468

Committee:  Peter Allen 8353 3438;   Gavin McNeill 8272 0809,   Leon Mitchell 8278 5120

Bulletin Editor:   Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441, dpinnock@bigpond.com

Address for Correspondence:  46, Sunnyside Road, Glen Osmond, South Australia 5064

The November monthly meeting Wednesday, 7rd. of November at the RSL Hall, Col. Light

Gardens.  Meet for a Noggin and Natter at 7.30 pm, meeting starts at 8.00 pm, when Matthew

Lombard will talk about polar vehicles .

The November Event:-  the 10th & 11th November 2007 is the Mannum Weekend, (see below).-

The December monthly meeting  on Wednesday, 5th December will be a Film Night at the RSL

Hall, Col. Light Gardens.

The December Event will be the Norton Summit Hill Climb Re-enaction on Sunday, the 9th. of

December;  details will be in the November Bulletin.

No January monthly meeting, but there will be a  Breakfast Run on the 6th. January, details later.

___________________________

Mannum Weekend  10th & 11th November 2007

Tentative Programme :-  Saturday 10th November

9.00am   Arrive Crafers Hotel Car Park   9.30am    Departure via Old Mount Barker Road

10.30am  Arrive Callington for morning tea and visit to private car and motorcycle collection

11.30am  Depart Callington for Murray Bridge . 12.30pm  Arrive Murray Bridge for Lunch

1.30pm    Depart Murray Bridge for Mannum 2.30pm    Arrive Riverside Reserve at Mannum .

4.00pm    Check in at accommodation at PS Marion on the banks of the Murray. One night only.

Bunk type accommodation. You are on a paddle steamer !   $50 per person per night twin share .

$ 1 0 0  p e r  c a b i n ,  b r e a k f a s t  i n c l u d e d  .   T h e r e  i s  a  l i m i t  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a b i n s  t h a t  h a v e  p o w e r

points  available . Those that have special requirements for CPAP machines or similar will get

priority bookings for these rooms. Communal bathroom area(s) There is a total of only 15 cabins

(30 people ) available and we need to book a minimum of 10 cabins (20 people) for the evening .

Please contact Phil Keane on 8277 2468 or 0417 819 080 to make your booking ASAP please .In

case you were thinking about it, all  other type of accommodation is booked out for the weekend
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They heard we were coming !After you have settled into your accommodation , make your way to

the Pretoria Hotel on foot  for pre-dinner drinks and your evening meal .

After suitable sustenance , return to your paddle steamer for your evening rest .

Sunday 11th November  9.00am Check out of you cabin. 9.30am Depart Mannum for Stationary

Engine Museum . 11.00am Depart Museum for Birdwood for lunch . 1.00pm arrive Birdwood Mill

Car Park for picnic lunch .After lunch, travel to your respective homes at your leisure .

_________________________________

6TH National Veteran Motor Cycle Rally Tasmania – Sept. 30TH to Oct. 5TH  2007

Based in Ulverstone on Tasmania’s north coast, the biennial rally saw about 70 riders report

for duty in bright sunshine at 10 am Sunday at the Surf Club H.Q.  Sadly, by 11 am when it was

time to leave, it was blowing a gale and pouring with rain, and with the exception of 2 days, this set

the pattern for the week.

However, veteran bikers are a sturdy lot, and are not easily deterred by minor elemental

inconsistencies.  We headed through Forth and then onto Moriarty, (about 35 kms), to the local

school for a welcoming soup, lunch and a general thaw-out and dry-off.  Another 40 kms for the

return trip saw us once again in Ulverstone, looking for a hot shower and a warm fire.

As is perhaps to be expected on the first day, a few machines became “hors de combat.”

These seemed to consist mostly, and perhaps not surprisingly, of wet slipping drive belts, wet

slipping brakes and wet sparkless magnetos.

However, true to form, the following sunny 10 am meeting saw most riders back in action,

at least until the rain and wind came in again at 11.  One interesting feature of the rally (which

became expected, if not altogether pleasurable) was putting cold wet boots on warm dry feet each

morning.

Monday saw the bikes at Ulverstone High School for morning smoko, and once again a

banquet was on offer.  Soup, pies, pasties, chips, cakes, coffee and biscuits left us all wondering

whether we would need lunch later on.  A surprise guest there was Ernie Dingo, who just happened

to be passing, saw the bikes, and called in with his camera team.

The run was to Leven Canyon, and introduced the mainlanders to riding in an Antarctic hail

storm against a hurricane force wind up an impossibly steep hill.  The things we do for fun.

However, the woodstove, hot soup and sandwiches on arrival soon restored the circulation, though I

admit my own circulation was working well after pushing the Bell up hills for what seemed to be
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the larger part of the 45 kms, but was in all honesty considerably less than 1 km.  The trip home

was in intermittent sunshine, and was not only mostly downhill (so no pushing), but also served to

dry out the wet clothes. Except, of course, the boots, which remained steadfastly armed and ready

for tomorrow’s wake-up surprise.

Tuesday’s run was along the magnificent North Coast to Wynyard and back, another day of

about 95 kms, but surprisingly mostly in glorious sunshine and no rain at all.  Wouldn’t you know

it, the only day of flat roads.  Lunch was again in a School, this time Wynyard High, and yet

another feast.  Just fantastic.

Wednesday saw the 11 am rain return right on schedule, and a trip once more into the hills

to Sheffield, a tour of some 90 kms, again with a fabulous lunch put on at the local School.  The

afternoon saw us all meet at the H.Q. in Ulverstone at 4pm where we elected the 2009 Rally to be

held in Albany, WA.  We then enjoyed a BBQ dinner and a glass or two.

Thursday’s run of about 80 kms was to Riana and back.  The rain arrived on time mid-

morning and lasted most of the day, but once again failed to dampen the enthusiasm, probably

because by this time it was not only expected but might even have been missed by some had it not

arrived.  Yet another challenging day of slipping belts, no brakes and impossibly steep hills.  Truly

wonderful stuff.  The evening saw the farewell dinner, a magnificent Hungi served at the Car Club

Headquarters.

Friday was the biggest day, and although overcast the rain kept away.  The 120 kms to

Railton and back still had the odd hill which required “light pedal assistance.”  Translated, in

Tasmania, this equates to pushing 250 lbs of motorbike up a 1 in 4 hill against a 100 mph wind

while dressed in Polar Explorer clothing.  On return to Ulverstone, farewells were exchanged and

then everybody returned to their homes to relative normality, with a promise to meet in Albany in 2

years time.

The Rally organization, courtesy of Ken Hall and his band of helpers, was superb.  A bus

was run each day for ladies, children and riders having a rest, and proved very popular.  A most

obliging bus driver literally went out of his way to visit places of interest, even the ones off the

Rally route.  This not only kept the ladies involved in what is mostly a Rally for one-person

machines, but reduced considerably the accompanying vehicles making it much easier for the

participating riders.

The emphasis on shortish runs to schools, particularly for lunches, was a winner for

everybody.  The pupils are the future enthusiasts, and without exception, the meals they put on
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were either very good or superb.  All in all, a marvellous Rally through countryside that is always

spectacularly beautiful, and often awe-inspiring.  I am pleased to say that the Bell did it all.

Admittedly, sometimes with a bit of “light pedal assistance.”

O.K., so the weather was not the best, but it’s Tasmania.  There is a reason why the grass is

green, the rivers are big and the whole place is covered in rainforest.  It seemed to me it would have

been easy to become somewhat disheartened, but attitude makes all the difference.  Seeing the

Rally as a challenge to be faced head-on, and being armed with a degree of determination to

overcome the elements puts a whole new focus on things.  And success brings well-deserved

satisfaction.  After all, we are riding the machines of the Pioneers.             Howard Filtness

___________________________________

Hybrid Vigour ! :-  An Irish entrant in the recent Renault rally at Ironbridge, UK.   A report

(and explanation) will be in the next issue of the Bulletin
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TECHNICAL TIP; Fitting beaded edge tyres is always a bit of a headache. I was able to fit the

Betcos to my Rover wheels; but only after a struggle. In my present decrepit physical state I would

not have been able to fit the Dunlops (that I bought from Fieldy many years ago) so contacted

Domenic Lepro at North Terrace Tyres who put them on at $30 per tyre. True; this amounts to $150

for the set but they are experts; and take great care to get everything (eg rust bands; tubes; etc)

sitting correctly so it could be a wise investment given the price and availability of beaded edge

tyres these days! He and his team have apparently fitted many such tyres over the years and his

friendly and cooperative attitude make it very easy to work with him. I am sure this would extend

to other areas of his business; which seems to be very busy in the very competitive new-tyre field.

They had to wrestle with the rust bands and so on but the job looks good. A couple of words of

warning; however. I did try to explain which way the “chevrons” were to go but it still required one

of the tyres having to be refitted the other way around! The other thing is that the rims sustained

rather more damage (eg chips and scratches; etc) than I had hoped and these on the outside. In any

case I always leave the final painting of the wheels until after the tyres have been fitted as there

invariably seems to be something unexpected  happening. True; this involves the very laborious

process of masking but this seems unavoidable. Next time around I would be more specific in my

“instructions” and try to have some input into the fitting process (eg rubber mallet instead of levers

if possible). I understand that a couple of prominent (and very practical) local veteran car identities

have made up devices to fit beaded edge tyres but I felt that in my present state of temporary

disablement it would be better to get them done!;

 Barry Bahnisch

__________________________________

FOR SALE & WANTED

• For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration

but now residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for

$25,000 to a good home. Contact: Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988

• For Sale: One pair of Gray and Davis side lamps Model 638. Restored and ready to go.

Contact: Malcolm Roberts on 8332 5700

• For Sale Pair of Lucas side lamps, tops, rims fonts good, missing badges and one burner.

$450 ONO Contact: Peter Kennedy pkennedy@hanhenyuncken.com.au
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• Wanted: SA  motoring History Books Nos. 4, 7, 8 and 11. I have a spare copy of No. 1 to

swap. Contact: Rob Elliot 0415697162.

Wanted: Small veteran car, cyclecar or motorcycle with sidecar, in good running order,

Contact: Rob Elliot 0415697162

For sale: 1924 Ford Model T Tourer Fully restored and running beautifully. Car has done

very few miles since restoration. Historic registration, Engine No. C448683. $16,500;   1929 Austin

7 Chummy Fully restored and running beautifully. Not registered – has been on historic

registration. Engine No. M88625 Lovely little car ready for rallying. $11,800  1908/1915 Rubes

Single twist horn Meticulously restored and complete with 5 foot brass extension and all fittings.

Approx 8” face.  $550 ono Contact: Trevor Paynter – home (08) 8325 2886  mobile 0416 222026

• Wanted: Whereabouts of this chassis left after the late Geoff Johnson’s auction at

Woodside. Contact: Ross on (08) 8536 2762


