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December 2007

There will be no January monthly meeting, but there will be a Breakfast Run on the

6th.January, details below.

Meetings in 2008; usual venue:- the Col. Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave.

At the monthly meeting on the 6th
 February we will have a talk by Phil Evans about his very

different Morris Minor.   On the 5th
 of March we will have an “away meeting” the Aircraft

Museum and on  the 2nd
 of April, Matthew will give a talk about the remarkable Citroen Kegresse.

Events in 2008. As mentioned above, there will be a Breakfast Run on the 6th
 of January,

The January weather may be rather warm, so we’ll have an early start. Meet at the Burnside Civic

Centre car park (off Fisher St.) at 08.00.    The event on the 10
th

 of February is All British Day,

and on the 9th
 of March we will have a run to McLaren Vale.   Details of these events will be in the

January Bulletin,  as will details about the Burra to Morgan event in April.

Interstate, there will be the Ford Model T Centenary Tour from the 20
th

 of April to the

16
th

 of October  (details at www.centenary-t-tour.com),  The National Veteran 1 & 2 Cylinder

Rally at Forbes, NSW  from  the 27
th

 April to the 2
nd

 of May,  and the National Veteran Car

Club “Canberra Spring Tour from  the 28
th

 October to the 1
st
 of November; entry forms from

the Rally Secretary (02) 6241 3169.

   A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PHOENIX  by Howard Filtness

Although a 1906 car, the Phoenix made its first appearance in the South Australia

registration lists in 1907, when it was given the number 650.  It belonged to a resident of Milang,

Mr Arvid Jensen, who was a builder and merchant in the area.  As well as running his hardware

store, he was responsible for several quite large constructions projects, including railway stations,

schools and cinemas in the Mount Barker, Strathalbyn and Murray Bridge districts.

There have been rumours that the car was first purchased at the Paris Motor Show in 1906,

but I have no confirmation of this.  The grandson of Arvid Jensen, who now resides in NSW,
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informs me that his mother told him that Mr Jensen removed the front (passenger) seat and built a

tradesman’s box to fit in its place, and used it as a utility vehicle in his business (see the lovely 1924

photograph).  If so, the original seat has been lost.  Interestingly enough, I have a short history of

the Phoenix company in which it states that a Tri-car could be supplied with a tradesman’s box to

order.

As can be seen in the photograph,

it obviously had a busy and

somewhat testing life at least until

1924, although to be fair Mr

Jensen did own other vehicles

from about 1912 onwards.  At

some stage it outlived its

usefulness and was put aside until

it was reported to still exist in

1934, in Milang, when the

Veteran Car Club of SA was

formed.  However, it does not

appear in the list of vehicles

taking part in the inaugural run of

that year.  Nonetheless, Mrs

Parnell, the daughter of Mr

Jensen, did drive it in subsequent

pre-war City to Glenelg events,

then run by the same club operating under the new Sporting Car Club name.  In fact it appears

driven by her in a film depicting the early photographic history of Adelaide, along with the

monstrous Gobron-Brillie of 70-90 HP which makes it seem rather puny.

Post-war, a keen, young but penniless student was seeking a veteran car to restore and use,

and was put in touch with Mrs Parnell.  This lad was current Club member, Ron Clarke, and

although Mrs Parnell would not part with her father’s first car, she did offer to allow Ron to rebuild

it and use it.  Ron, (who currently owns an IHC Buggy, so retains his interest in marginal modes of

transport), set to and returned the Phoenix to running order.  This was no mean feat for a young man



December, 2007

December, 2007 The Veteran Car Club of South Australia Inc. Page 3 of 9

when the aluminium crank-case was not in 2 pieces, but 12 or 13 – this consequent to the engine

having parted company with the car whilst travelling along.  The superb repair job is still evident,

and working well.  Note that in the photograph of Ron the early box is still on the car.  It was driven

by him regularly, though not frequently, in early 1950s Sporting Car Club events.

In 1964, as part of the estate of Mrs

Parnell, the car was auctioned in

Adelaide in the same condition as when

Ron last drove it.  Sadly, Ron was not

aware that Mrs Parnell had passed away,

and the executors were not aware of

Ron’s connection with the car, so no

attempt was made to contact him.  An

Adelaide enthusiast, Mr. Winnall,

purchased it for about 350 pounds and

commissioned it to be refurbished for

him.  Club member Terry Parker was at

the auction, and hoped to purchase it on

his apprentice wage, but missed out by

quite a margin.  Sadly, Mr Winnall was

too ill to use the car by the time it was

Ron Clarke driving the Phoenix in the early 1950’s

once again mobile, and it was rarely seen on Sporting Car Club veteran events, perhaps only once.

It was at this stage painted blue and equipped with the wicker front seat which many people will

remember.  The “original” box was lost or destroyed during the refit.In 1989, it was offered for sale

by Mr Winnall’s son, and I sold a restored 1918 Buick to purchase it.  Naturally the quirkiness of

the car appealed to me, but what really made me buy it was that the only offer at that stage would

have seen it go to America.  The car went to Birdwood Museum, and I went to Cairns for a year or

two, which in fact became 11_ years.  On return in 2001, I used the car as it was, with the intention

to restore it to its original splendour when the Napier was completed.
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Photographed in  2002 on the Mount Gambier 1 & 2 cylinder rally.

First, the wicker chair had to go, and as my confidence to produce a reasonable replica of

the real thing was somewhat lacking, I opted for a new box first.  With help I rose to the challenge

of simple carpentry and my confidence rose too.  Along with a general overhaul of the Phoenix and

a coat or two of black paint (the original colour), the varnished box looked pretty good on the front

of the car.  Then I decided to have it sign-written, and my brief to the painter was “make it look like

a 1907 box.”  It is fantastic.  He did a spectacular job and in fact the finished product looked so

good I decided to have a go at a replica chair.

The wicker chair now graces a side-

car on one of Terry Parker’s veteran

motor cycles.  At last it actually

looks like it is where it always

belonged, and Terry assisted me by

rolling the 2 curved panels for the

new chair.  By applying the old

standby of hiding any imperfections

under copious coats of paint, the

completed front seat seems to look
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the part.   Last time out, at the London to Brighton run (Adelaide version) in October, it started

easily every time and ran without missing a beat.  Judging by the general interest shown by others it

adds a touch of comic relief and absurdity to the whole veteran movement.  It would be very easy to

forget that when new, it was a thoroughly practical vehicle which provided many years of reliable

business transport under often challenging conditions.

These days between rallies it resides at the Birdwood Museum again, where it rightly

belongs with such a history.  For a machine originally designed and constructed by a Belgian

Englishman with a Dutch name who made marzipan for a living,* it is a small miracle it has lasted

over 100 years.  I would like to think it will still be in working condition when its another 100 years

older.  And still in South Australia too.

The car as it now appears in the Birdwood Museum

*J van Hooydonk, founder of the Phoenix Motor Cycle Works, Holloway Road, London. After

emigrating from Belgium, he made the marzipan at Pascalls Sweets in the London before forming

his own vehicle engineering company.  The Phoenix name came from the Phoenix Cycling Club of

which he was a very keen member, along with SF Edge of Napier fame.
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   Conditional Registration    by Terry Parker.

At our last meeting, I was asked to give an update on recent events relating to our

registration arrangements.  For the benefit of those who were not there, and for those who were, I

will provide an even briefer outline.

Recently a new Registrar was appointed, and some of the band of agitators who have been

pursuing eligibility for modified vehicles managed to arrange a meeting with the new man.

Following the meeting a couple of weeks ago there was an email promulgated by the group

announcing that the existing scheme will end on 30 June next, to be replaced with something yet

undetermined.

The Federation of Historic Motor Vehicle Clubs received a copy and immediately contacted

the Registrar’s office, to learn that nothing of the sort was decided, and while a review of the Regs

is scheduled for that date there may be no change.  However, the Federation also learned that the

Registrar’s interest has been attracted to the low cost of the current scheme, and that it contains

many more vehicles than they intended.

The Chairman also learned that there is a strong interest in that office in preserving ‘Historic

Integrity’ as defined in the Code.  That is our strength, and also the weakness in the others’case for

change.  When the Code was drafted other authority was sought, and it was learned that FIVA had

abandoned acceptance of ‘5/7’original components to constitute an eligible vehicle, their code now

requiring 7/7, mainly as a reaction to cases of one vehicle being split up to create 2 or more.  FIVA

accepts that now we are a century down the track, replacements will be needed, and they have no

problem with absolutely identical reproduction parts, provided it is not a part which carries an

identity number (crankcases, chassis).  However, the use of reproduction parts slides the vehicle

down a notch on their scale of preservation / authenticity. Mercifully, these views align with our

objectives.

Just what the outcomes will be is unknown, but the Federation has been told that, as

administrators of the current scheme, it will be involved in any proposal for change.  As a member

of the original Working Party (which has now been re formed) I will probably be in a position to

keep our group informed.

What we can say is that the chain has been rattled, and the sleeping dog is awake !!

Thanks a lot guys.
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     TECHNICAL TIP   

 One of the jobs that us amateurs can tackle is painting--of our cars that is. No great skill is

required (although admittedly quite a bit of time and effort is necessary to get a good result) and

compressors and guns have never been cheaper! Little compressors are amazingly cheap and quite

satisfactory for small jobs such as a panel (eg door or mudguard) at a time but it must be borne in

mind that they cannot deliver enough air to sustain even a relatively small spray gun if large areas

(such as a whole car) are to be covered.

 I will not bore everybody with a long discourse about painting (not that I know much!) but I

will explain a bit about preparation. Meticulous preparation is absolutely paramount because

finishing coats of, say, acrylic lacquer will, if anything, accentuate any shortcomings in the previous

stages!

 So, after repairing and/or straightening panels (and after filling with plastic filler, etc) my

method is to apply a heavy build of epoxy filler/undercoat, at least three double coats using my

biggest gun (ie the one with the biggest nozzle). I usually do this in a very well ventilated area and,

although it is a two-pack product, I do not think that it is anywhere near as lethal as polyurethane (to

which, mainly through spraying rowing "shells" without proper protective equipment, I have

developed an acute sensitivity!). Anyway, after allowing the epoxy to cure (it is very temperature

responsive, in warm sunny weather the panels can be put outside and overnight drying is probably

enough) I apply a thin guide coat of a contrasting colour and then wet rub this down with a pad of

say 180 paper (even 120 if there are significant defects). It is amazing how many holes and shadows

that show up! I then apply another (similar) guide coat and wet rub this with say 400 paper so as to

eliminate the scratches left from the 180. Since they are chemically cured, epoxy undercoats do not

shrink like air dried spray putties, and their adhesive qualities are unsurpassed (in effect they are

liquid Araldite, applying an oxy torch will char them but even then they do not lift!). Although

Protec make an automotive epoxy filler it is not widely used in the trade due to its relatively slow

rate of cure and it is slightly harder than other fillers to rub down.

 I then go into the conventional painting process with lacquer primer/surfacer (rubbing down

with say 600 or 800 paper) and finishing with acrylic lacquer, compounding with 1200, soap and

water and polishing.

 Barry Bahnisch
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 FOR SALE & WANTED 

• 

• For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration but
now residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for
$25,000 to a good home. Contact: Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988

• 

• For Sale: One pair of Gray and Davis side lamps Model 638. Restored and ready to go.
Contact: Malcolm Roberts on 8332 5700

• 

• For sale: Buick crankcase Models 24, 25 ? 1913 or 1914? ,  Buick 1915 C25 tourer tub
Good usable condition; Delco distributor ca 1915 6 cyl., dual points, good cap and Rotor
Contact: Kevin Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035.

• 

• For Sale Pair of Lucas side lamps, tops, rims fonts good, missing badges and one burner.
$450 ONO Contact: Peter Kennedy pkennedy@hanhenyuncken.com.au

• 

• For Sale: 2 x 1898 Model self-generating lights for early steam car $1000 pair; 2 x
Rushmore electric sidelights, fork mounted, perfect condition $500 pair. Contact: Ray
Whyte (07) 3202 6972.

• 

• For sale: 1924 Dodge 7-passenger tourer.$18,000 Contact: Roy Hull (07)3209 8281
• 

• For sale: 1924 Ford Model T Tourer Fully restored and running beautifully. Car has done 
very few miles since restoration. Historic registration, Engine No. C448683.

$16,500;   1929 Austin 7 Chummy Fully restored and running beautifully. Not registered –
has been on historic registration. Engine No. M88625 Lovely little car ready for rallying.
$11,800  1908/1915 Rubes Single twist horn Meticulously restored and complete with
5 foot brass extension and all fittings. Approx 8” face.  $550 ono Contact: Trevor
Paynter – home (08) 8325 2886  mobile 0416 222026

• 

• For Sale: 1954 TF MG 1250cc.  Nepean grey, red upholstery, almost entirely original
–brake cable replaced. Well looked after, last 10 yrs. on blocks. From 2nd owner (owned last
40 yrs), about 80,000 miles. Contact: Lance 8207 2914 or David 8532 4828.

• 
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• For Sale: 1924 Buick, 4 cyl. OHV. Body manufactured in part in Australia, last registered
1956. Original owners: Misses Perry at Christies’ Beach. Purchased by the Hunts 1956,
always shedded, complete & original, not running. Spare engine & gearbox unit, other parts
& owner’s manual. Contact; Gavin 8272 0809.

• For Sale: Your next veteran car book is here!  10 years in the writing, 280 pages and over
250 photos.  Read how Duncan & Fraser brought the automobile age to South Australia.
Find out about their trams, carriage building and motor bodies.  Explore an assembly line
building Ford cars that was not owned by the Ford Motor Co.  Book due for release in June
2008.  Order your advance copy now at only $25 each.  Postage $10.50 within Australia.
Contact David Chantrell on (08) 8345 0665 or email gizzmo@adam.com.au for more
information.

• 

• Wanted: MG Y Type. any parts. Contact: Alan Robinson (07) 3201 1986.
• 

• Wanted: Pre-1919 Model T tourer, fully restored. Contact: Tom & Jan Callow (07) 4782
6258 or 0419 826 258.

• 

• Wanted: “Beemax” or similar switch; Humberette 1914 water cooled barrel; Parts for
1913/1914 Humberette  Contact: Kevin Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035.

• 

• Wanted : 24” Steel Sankey wheels   6 stud/12 spoke for 1910/1911 Model J 12hp Standard.
Contact: Syd Norman (07) 4956 4063.

• 

• Wanted: Howes & Burley (H&B) brass lights: 1 x Left hand gas Headlight Model 902C; 1x
left hand oil side lamp Model 1008; 1 x tail lamp. Contact: Paul Blake (07) 3878 6483

• .
Wanted: Whereabouts of this chassis left after the late Geoff Johnson’s auction at 
Woodside. Contact: Ross on (08) 8536 2762


