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Chairman:  Howard Filtness  8364 0229;   Treasurer:  Julian McNeill 8272 8759; 

Secretary & Publicity Officer:  Barry Bahnisch 8296 3202; 

Rallymaster:  Phil Keane 8277 2468; 

Committee:  Peter Allen 8353 3438;   Leon Mitchell 8278 5120; 

Bulletin Editor:  Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441, dpinnock@bigpond.com 
Address for Correspondence: 11,  Kelmscott Street, Oaklands Park, South Australia 5046 

 
Firstly, our thanks to Cathy Jackson, the Club’s Minute Secretary,  and to Trish Keane for 

providing the excellent suppers at the Club meetings. 

� Annual Subscriptions are due and payable by the 30th of June, 2008. The 

subscription for the 2008-2009 year is unchanged at $30.00. Please use the payment slip below to 

send your subscription to Barry at the address above. This slip also can be used to send payment 

for the Annual Dinner.    Note:- if you have vehicles with concessional historic registration  

arranged through the Club, you must be a financial member of the Club for the registration to 

remain valid.   

  Club Meetings:- At 8.00pm on the first Wednesday of the month at the Col. 

Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave.   The Committee wishes to organise the Club’s 

activities so that the maximum number of members may attend, and knows that some members do 

not attend the monthly meetings because of other engagements on that evening of each month. 

Please let the Committee know your views and preference on which evening each month the 

meetings should be arranged.   

The 4th of June Meeting:- the Ford Model T night with David Chantrell has been 

postponed to a later date, possibly the September meeting, because David will be away. Instead, 

Leon has kindly offered to give an illustrated talk about tracing automotive history in South 

Australia  

The Meeting of the 2nd of July will be the Club’s AGM and election of a new Committee. After 
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the brief formalities, Neil Francis will show some slides of early car rallies. The following 

nominations for the new Committee have been received by the Secretary: Chairperson: Howard 

Filtness; Secretary/Treasurer: Barry Bahnsich; Committee Members: Peter Allen, Phil Keane, 

Leon Mitchell, Julian McNeil, Dudley Pinnock. 

 At the August 6th Meeting we will have a talk by Tony Parkinson about the re-enactment 

of the 1939 Lobethal Grand Prix.   

�Club�Events��� The June 8th Event will be a Vivian Lewis Heritage Walk 

organized by Leon. Please meet at the corner of Gawler Place and Flinders Street at 10.00.  

The July Event will be the CLUB ANNUAL DINNER, which will be held on Saturday, 

the 12th of July, in the Bradman Room of the Adelaide Oval at 6.30pm.  The cost for the three 

course dinner and coffee is $47.00 per person. 

The August Event will on FRIDAY 22nd of August and will be a “Theatre Night” at the 

Arts Theatre, Angas St, to see “Waiting in the Wings” by Noel Coward, presented by the Therry 

Dramatic Society. A pre-performance meal will be available at a nearby pub. More details later.  

� � � Other Events:- The Sporting Car Club has organized a 3 day rally to 

Kapunda on the 30th June to 2nd July to celebrate the centenary of the departure of the Dutton-

Aunger Talbot from Adelaide to Darwin. Full details are in the April Bulletin. 

Sunday, 28th September- The 2008 Bay to Birdwood Run. The entry fee is $50.00 and a 

surcharge of $10.00 applies for Concours entries. Entries to G & S Tonkin, P.O. Box 3031, 

Salisbury East, SA 5109. Telephone (08) 8258 6547. Closing date is the 15th of August. 

Sunday,  26th. October:- The “Down Under” London to Brighton Run. The entry fee is 

$10.00  which includes morning tea for two. Entries to Nevin Skurray,  9 Yomara Road, Marino, 

SA 5049 Telephone (08) 8296 1994. Closing date is the 30th of September. 

 The National Veteran Car Club “Canberra Spring Tour” is from  the 28th October to the 

1st of November; entry forms from the Rally Secretary (02) 6241 3169. 

  

A reminder:- Please send Leon photographs and technical details of your cars for the Gallery on 

the Club’s website.   No ownership information will be presented. 
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The Brooklands Centenary Festival 2007  by Duncan Scott. 

I have never really been a hardened, rusted on motor racing fan, however as a small boy 

tearing around and around my parent’s house on a single roller skate, racing against a friend 

mounted on the other skate of the pair, we pretended to be racing at “Brooklands”!  Even later 

when the “soap box” derbies occurred they were always imaginarily staged at “Brooklands”.  I’m 

sure we didn’t know where Brooklands was located, but Brooklands was held in awe, even to 

small boys the name was synonymous with motor racing! 

For family reasons in 2007 (a new grandson in the UK) yet another trip there was 

desirable.  Our plans were made to coincide with the Brooklands Centenary Festival Weekend, on 

the 16th and 17th of June, celebrating the 100th anniversary of the opening of the famous motor 

racing course at Weybridge in Surrey.   

While much of the course track has been removed, significant parts remain although now 

in poor condition, the long sweep of the Byfleet Banking remains, as does the Railway Straight 

and most of the 30 foot high Member’s Banking.  The pedestrian bridge over the Member’s 

Banking is still there, also the Club Rooms and the 1 in 4 Test Hill.  

Many of the “garages” from the racing days, spread among the aircraft hangers are now 

used as excellent museums. 

The heyday of the racing circuit was undoubtedly the 1920s and 30s, when record times 

were set and broken by Malcolm Campbell, John Cobb and others, in such magnificently crafted 

machines each in their respective era such as Napier, Delage, Panhard, Bentley and Bugatti.  

Brooklands is a very historic part of British motor sport and the various parts of the circuit are well 
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cared for by both the Brooklands Museum and Brooklands Society.  Many exhibits are on view at 

Brooklands and anyone with interest in historic racing should well consider a visit.  Here is where 

it all happened in Britain from 1907 until the outbreak of WW2, a visit is heartily recommended, 

Weybridge is located quite close to London. 

Importantly for me is the fact that the first record and the last record set at Brooklands were 

both by Napier powered vehicles; we as owners of a veteran Napier car, therefore, have strong 

interest in the marque.  The first record, set in 1907 was the famous 24 hour run at an average of 

65.9 MPH set by Australian born Selwyn Francis Edge, he personally driving for the full 24 hours 

in a 60 HP Napier!  The last record, the fastest lap ever recorded at Brooklands, a lap average 

speed of 143.44 MPH was set by John Cobb in his Napier Railton.  Both of these Brooklands 

records stand to this day and with the demolition of parts of the track, always will!  The 1907 

record stands, as following the setting of the record a serious uproar by the nearby residents 

occurred, objecting to the noise, resulting in 24 hour runs forever being forbidden. Standing on the 

edge of the Member’s Banking, one can imagine, almost smell the fumes, hear the roar of now 

ancient engines and imagine Edge’s Napier and its two companion Napier cars sweeping on 

through the night.  Sadly, ones normality returns with the realisation that it is all no more!  

Inspired by Michael Gasking, I was armed with a letter of introduction from the C.E.O. of the 

Sporting Car Club, with it and the good offices of the Brooklands Museum I gained the status of 

an official press person and photographer for the weekend, giving me access to restricted areas at 

track side etc.  This allowed me the opportunity to be close up and photograph special cars whilst 

they were being demonstrated.  
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On the Saturday, the highlights included a re-creation of the 1935 BRDC 500 mile race by 

the surviving grid, a special appearance by the original Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost and an awesome 

line up of 10-litre plus cars and displays including Brooklands fastest cars, the land speed record 

Delage and the Napier Railton. 

 

 
The Napier Railton 

On the Sunday highlights included a re-creation of the original 1907 opening cavalcade lap 

featuring 50 veteran motorcars pre 1909, a side-by-side ride by three 1930s Grindlay Peerless 
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motorcycles, a re-creation of the 1929 Double 12 race grids, a special appearance by the 1000hp 

Sunbeam, 1920s motorcar and motorcycle race grids. 

 
 

 
1913 Napier 45HP 

The car parks were full of wonderfully collectable cars, fine sports cars, many veteran cars mostly 

located in a separate area and some of the large aero engined specials such as the previously 

mentioned Napier Railton, a RR Merlin engined special and Babs, the American WW 1 Liberty 

aero engined car once owned and used by Parry Thomas during his WLSR attempts.  This car took 

the record in 1927 at 170 MPH. Thomas was killed during another attempt; the car was 
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subsequently buried in the sand at Pendine Beach in Wales where the record attempt had be made.  

Some 42 years later it was exhumed and restored!  

 
The Napier-Bentley 

The Test Hill exhibition runs were outstanding and really attracted crowds of onlookers, 

particularly the Napier Bentley driven with gusto by its owner Chris Thomas, a real character. The 

car is a special built up in the 1960s from an 8 litre Bentley chassis fitted with a 24 Litre “W” 12 

cylinder (three banks of 4) Napier “Lion” engine; it is equipped with aircraft type exhaust stubs, 

WOW, so much noise!! 

 
 

A number of historic aeroplanes flew over head during the day, one a tri-plane, another a 

bi-plane with a “wing walker”, a female judging by the streaming hair, no doubt suitably attached 

to the upper wing but free enough to be able to perform gymnastics while flying through the air!  

An expected fly-past by a WW1 Vickers Vimy bomber sadly did not occur due to the weather 

conditions.  It was a time for umbrellas and rain jackets!  Even though blessed with such British 

summer weather, this was a very special and enjoyable event. A number of Australians attended, I 



   

 
������� � ����������������	�
���
�����������������������	�������	 �
 � ��� ���� �

�������������������������������������� � ��

met up with a group of Victorian Alvis owners who were here with us in S.A. for “Alvis in the 

Outback” a few weeks previously and at least one other S.C.C. member attended. 

A week or so later we returned to Brooklands.  Due to the Napier Companies products 

having had a very close association with Brooklands, a specially named “Napier Day” and 

luncheon was held by the Brooklands Society, the weather was even worse this time, unfortunately 

keeping many of the expected Napier cars away.  However many of the owners attended without 

their cars, including three Australians.   

The cars which were brought along despite the weather included a 1900 car, one of the first 

batch of Napier cars built and a sister car to the winner of the British 1000 Mile Trial of 1900. I 

was fortunate in being given a short drive in this car.  The oldest Napier in existence!! 

Duncan Scott. 

  For Sale and Wanted 
 

For Sale: Napier 30HP six cylinder Tourer, reluctant sale. Colonial Model  T36.  Dispatched from 

the Napier Works on the 13th of May 1911. Chassis Number 7335.  Reg Number 2092 SA.  Please 

visit this web site: www.members.optusnet.com.au/dcscott  for full history of the car and many 

photographs. Contact Duncan Scott (08)8338 4129/0407732443.E-mail dcscott@optusnet.com.au 

For Sale: Alvis 1934 Model Speed 20 SB Tourer.Restored by 1981 it’s a well known car, as it has 

been taken on many National Tours and club runs. Very good original conditionwith many spares. 

Engine Number 11763198, Chassis Number SB 11317. Rego Number UJU-333 SA. Contact 

Duncan Scott (08) 8338 4129/0407732443 mobile. E-mail to dcscott@optusnet.com.au 

For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration but now 

residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for $25,000 to a 

good home. Contact: Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988 

• For Sale: One pair of Gray and Davis side lamps Model 638. Restored and ready to go. Contact: 

Malcolm Roberts on 8332 5700 

• For Sale: Buick crankcase Models 24, 25 ? 1913 or 1914? ,  Buick 1915 C25 tourer tub Good 

usable condition; Delco distributor ca 1915 6 cyl., dual points, good cap and Rotor  Contact: 

Kevin Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035. 

• For Sale Pair of Lucas side lamps, tops, rims fonts good, missing badges and one burner. $450 

ONO Contact: Peter Kennedy ,  pkennedy@hansenyuncken.com.au  

• For Sale: 2 x 1898 Model self-generating lights for early steam car $1000 pair; 2 x Rushmore 
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electric sidelights, fork mounted, perfect condition $500 pair. Contact: Ray (07) 3202 6972. 

• For Sale: 1924 Dodge 7-passenger tourer.$18,000 Contact: Roy Hull (07)3209 8281 

• For Sale: 1954 TF MG 1250cc.  Nepean grey, red upholstery, almost entirely original –brake 

cable replaced. Well looked after, last 10 yrs. on blocks. From 2nd owner (owned last 40 yrs), 

about 80,000 miles. Contact: Lance 8207 2914 or David 8532 4828 

• For Sale: 1924 Buick, 4 cyl. OHV. Body manufactured in part in Australia, last registered 1956. 

Original owners: Misses Perry at Christies’ Beach. Purchased by the Hunts 1956, always shedded, 

complete & original, not running. Spare engine & gearbox unit, other parts & owner’s manual. 

Contact; Gavin 8272 0809. 

• For Sale: Your next veteran car book is here!  10 years in the writing, 280 pages and over 250 

photos.  Read how Duncan & Fraser brought the automobile age to South Australia.  Find out 

about their trams, carriage building and motor bodies.  Explore an assembly line building Ford 

cars that was not owned by the Ford Motor Co.  Book due for release in June 2008.  Order your 

advance copy now at only $25 each.  Postage $10.50 within Australia.  Contact David Chantrell on 

(08) 8345 0665 or email gizzmo@adam.com.au for more information. 

For Sale: 1 x Pair 6 inch Rushmore fork mounted side lights originally off veteran Vulcan $500;   

1 x Pair Vitaphare self generating gas lights 1898 steam car originally used for night time 

instrument lights - 8 inches high x 5 inched deep $1000;   1 x Brookwood Veigel speedo 0-60 mph 

made in London No NO 5 $450.  1 x Herm Riemann Germania Head light self generating gas - 14 

inches high x 8 inches deep $350.  1 x 1928 Morris Cowley Radiator  German silver $400 

.Contact: Debbie Teggins 0733754516 a/h, snigget@bigpond.com 

• Wanted: MG Y Type. any parts. Contact: Alan Robinson (07) 3201 1986. 

• Wanted: Pre-1919 Model T tourer, fully restored. Contact: Tom & Jan Callow (07) 4782 6258 or 

0419 826 258. 

• Wanted: “Beemax” or similar switch; Humberette 1914 water cooled barrel; Parts for 1913/1914 

Humberette  Contact: Kevin Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035. 

• Wanted : 24” Steel Sankey wheels   6 stud/12 spoke for 1910/1911 Model J 12hp Standard. 

Contact: Syd Norman (07) 4956 4063. 

• Wanted: Howes & Burley (H&B) brass lights: 1 x Left hand gas Headlight Model 902C; 1x left 

hand oil side lamp Model 1008; 1 x tail lamp. Contact: Paul Blake (07) 3878 6483    

Wanted: Whereabouts of a chassis left after the late Geoff Johnson’s auction at  Woodside. 

Contact: Ross on (08) 8536 2762 

 


