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Chairman:  Howard Filtness  8364 0229;   Treasurer:  Julian McNeill 8272 8759; 

Secretary & Publicity Officer:  Barry Bahnisch 8296 3202; 

Rallymaster:  Phil Keane 8277 2468; 

Committee:  Peter Allen 8353 3438;   Leon Mitchell 8278 5120; 

Bulletin Editor:  Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441, dpinnock@bigpond.com 
Address for Correspondence:  

11,  Kelmscott Street, Oaklands Park, South Australia 5046, barrybahnisch@bigpond.com 
 

Our thanks to Cathy Jackson, the Club’s Minute Secretary, and to Trish Keane for 
providing the excellent suppers at the Club meetings. 

 
Annual Subscriptions are due and payable by the 30th of June, 2008. The 

subscription for the 2008-2009 year is unchanged at $30.00. Please use the payment slip below to 
send your subscription to Barry at the address above. This slip also can be used to send payment 
for the Annual Dinner.    Note:- if you have vehicles with concessional historic registration  
arranged through the Club, you must be a financial member of the Club for the registration to 
remain valid.   

  Club Meetings:- At 8.00pm on the first Wednesday of the month at the Col. Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave.   The Committee wishes to organise the Club’s activities so 
that the maximum number of members may attend, and knows that some members do not attend 
the monthly meetings because of other engagements on that evening of each month. Please 
indicate on the slip below your views and preference on which evening each month the 
meetings should be arranged. 
 

The Meeting of the 2nd of July will be the Club’s AGM and election of a new Committee. 
After the brief formalities, Neil Francis will show some slides of early car rallies. The following 
nominations for the new Committee have been received by the Secretary: Chairperson: Howard 
Filtness; Secretary/Treasurer: Barry Bahnsich; Committee Members: Peter Allen, Phil Keane, 
Leon Mitchell, Julian McNeil, Dudley Pinnock. 
 At the August 6th Meeting we hope to have a talk about the re-enactment of the 1939 
Lobethal Grand Prix. 
 At the September 3rd Meeting David Chantrell will talk about the Ford Model T.   
 

�Club�Events���The July Event will be the CLUB ANNUAL DINNER, which will be 
held on Saturday, the 12th of July, in the Bradman Room of the Adelaide Oval at 6.30pm.  The 
cost for the three course dinner and coffee is $47.00 per person. payment slip below. 
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The August Event will on FRIDAY 22nd of August and will be a “Theatre Night” at the Arts 
Theatre, Angas St, to see “Waiting in the Wings” by Noel Coward, presented by the Therry 
Dramatic Society. A pre-performance meal will be available at a nearby pub. More details later. 
  

� � � Other Events:- Sunday, 28th September- The 2008 Bay to Birdwood 
Run. The entry fee is $50.00 and a surcharge of $10.00 applies for Concours entries. Entries to G 
& S Tonkin, P.O. Box 3031, Salisbury East, SA 5109. Telephone (08) 8258 6547. Closing date is 
the 15th of August. 

Sunday,  26th. October:- The “Down Under” London to Brighton Run. The entry fee is 
$10.00  which includes morning tea for two. Entries to Nevin Skurray,  9 Yomara Road, Marino, 
SA 5049 Telephone (08) 8296 1994. Closing date is the 30th of September. 
 The National Veteran Car Club “Canberra Spring Tour” is from  the 28th October to the 
1st of November; entry forms from the Rally Secretary (02) 6241 3169. 

  

Walter Charles Torode: 120,000 miles on Lewis motor cycles 
 

 
An early gathering of members of the M.C.C. of S.A... From the left W.H. Davey, J.H. Gilbert, 
C.R. Churchward, C.H. Hepworth (in forecar), W. Sampson (driver of forecar), J.H. Linke, J.R. 
Cope (in car), W.C. Torode, W. Allnutt, H.R. Corpe, J. Bannigan, D.W. Bruce. Exact date    
unknown, but c1911 
 
Walter C. Torode (1858 – 1937) was a master builder, responsible for some significant public 
buildings and a number of fine residences in and around Adelaide. When the practical motor age 
arrived in 1902, he embraced motorcycling with enthusiasm and in about October 1903 he 
purchased his first motor cycle. Torode’s machine was made to order at the McHenry Street 
factory of the Lewis Cycle and Motor Works and was powered by a 2 ½ h.p. Minerva engine; the 
“big” clip-on (75 x 75 mm) with atmospheric inlet and rear-facing exhaust. By contrast, most 
Lewis machines of the day were powered by the 2 h.p. (66 x 70 mm) Minerva clip-on with both 
valves mechanically operated. He was to use this machine almost daily for the next two years. 
With a keen sense of promotion (whether for himself or for motorcycling is not clear) Torode 
wrote and had published a number of articles recounting his motoring exploits. 
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In 1903, Torode’s major project was the construction of the spires 
on St. Peter’s Cathedral. Living at the time in Aldgate in the Adelaide Hills, he reported that he 
could reach home from the Cathedral in 50 minutes, traveling by the Eagle-on-the-Hill Road. 
Anyone familiar with the Adelaide hills would be impressed by the ability of the machine to climb 
the hill at all, not to mention the commendable speed. 
As well as visiting the Cathedral site in North Adelaide, Torode made many visits to his quarry at 
Burdett just north of Murray Bridge, the source of the stone for the project. On November 17, 
1903, Torode reported that he left Aldgate at the same time as the train for the south-east, and 
managed to beat it into Murray Bridge. The 39 miles was covered in “a trifle under two hours”. On 
another visit on February 10, 1904, Torode motored from Aldgate to Murray Bridge in two hours, 
and then boarded the paddle steamer “Tyro” with his machine for the 14-mile trip up river to 
Burdett. The return trip was north to the Mannum ferry boat, across the river to Mannum, then�
back to Aldgate. Total distance by motorcycle was over 100 miles, covered in six hours at a cost 
of 2/-.  In 1913 when he recounted this story he added the detail that the bike was loaded onto a 
dray at Burdett “on account of two miles of sandy soil which had to be crossed” before motoring 
to Mannum. He also recounted the difficulty of holding the machine upright on the flat-bottomed 
boat on which he crossed the river at Mannum: “I nearly lost the cycle and myself, too.” 

Not content with daily riding as part of his work, Torode also competed in reliability trials 
and hill climbs. In April 1905, he joined in a two-day reliability trial to Victor Harbor and return 
on day one, and Mannum and return on the next. Other participants were Tom O’Grady and 
Murray Aunger in Lewis cars and Vivian Lewis in an 8 h.p. Rover car. Napier Birks (best known 
for his association with Motors, Limited, but briefly managing director at Vivian Lewis, Limited 
in 1923) rode a 3 h.p. Rover motor cycle, and Netter and Jackson rode Lewises. 

In about September 1905, Torode purchased a 2 ¾ h.p. water-cooled Lewis motorcycle. On 
October 10, he wrote to Lewis pleased with his new machine, which was “the first, I understand, 
of this type turned out from your factory”. He had already made ten climbs to Mt Lofty station at 
an average speed of 20 m.p.h., and was suitable impressed with its hill-climbing ability. This 
machine was later registered number 8 when compulsory registration was introduced in South 
Australia in September 1906. 

On December 11, 1905, Torode rode his Lewis to Anlaby Station, home of the well known 
Dutton family. Leaving Adelaide at 5:40 a.m. he reached Anlaby at 8:45 a.m. and was able the 
deliver copies of the morning newspaper The Register of the same day. A fortnight earlier, he had 
traveled Morgan – Adelaide in 6 h 15 m for the 104 miles. Torode completed a number of projects 
for Henry Dutton at Anlaby, including a slaughterhouse (still standing) and a bridge in reinforced 
concrete, a novel technique for the time.  

On December 16, 1905, Torode rode his Lewis in a hill climb event on Norton Summit. 
Although the slowest of the five motorcycle competitors, his time was only 2 m 34 s down on the 
fastest time, set by Norman Jackson on his water-cooled Lewis. If Torode’s machine was the first 
production model of the water-cooled Lewis, Jackson’s was arguably the prototype, featuring an 
unusual radiator with round tubes, curved corners, and water entry from the rear. Neither of these 
machines, however, could claim to be the first water-cooled Lewis. Earlier in 1905, Lewis built 
two motor cycles – a 3 h.p. and a 3 ½ h.p. – using De Dion Bouton water cooled motors.  

In about November 1907, Torode sold his 1905 Lewis for £40 and purchased a 3 h.p. 
water-cooled Lewis motorcycle. The motor in the new machine – sourced from the Stevens Motor 
Manufacturing Company in Wolverhampton – featured full mechanical operation of the valves, 
while the frame sported a leaf-spring front fork. Writing to Lewis in May 1909, he again expressed 
his delight with the machine, and estimated he had now covered 50,000 miles on his three Lewis 
motorcycles.  
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When Vivian Lewis, Limited purchased a new factory on Gawler Place South in 1909, it 
was not surprising that Torode was engaged to do alterations and additions. Adelaide City Council 
records give the value of the work at £500; Torode later recalled £775. Either way, it was a 
significant rather than large job: for comparison the contract for the Cathedral spires was valued at 
£9,000 and Torode later estimated his total contracts to exceed £250,000. 
On January 5, 1910, Torode wrote in The Register extolling the “Delights of Early Morning 
Motoring”. Over seven years, he claimed to have covered over 30,000 miles without serious 
mechanical failure. He describes long runs, such as Adelaide to Morgan: “…the track from 
Sutherlands on to Morgan is a straight run over 30 miles”. Morgan to Adelaide via Anlaby Station 
was accomplished in 5 ½ hours. 
When the Motor Cycle Club of South Australia was formed in 1911, Torode became its first 
President, and around this time acquired his fourth and final Lewis. This machine was again a 
water-cooled, but by now engines were being sourced from F.E. Baker Ltd in Birmingham.  
Writing in The Mail, in September 1913, Torode, now Patron of the M.C.C, recounts many of his 
early experiences. “Vivian Lewis undoubtedly did more than any one else to introduce motor 
cycles, and the first ones I remember to have them were Messrs. O’Grady, Courtney, Norman 
Jackson and myself.” Regarding costs, he noted that he “… only dropped £40 on four machines”.  
In his memoirs, written in 1931, Torode estimates that he covered 120,000 miles in total on his 
four motorcycles. The key to his success? He explains that he rarely exceeded 30 m.p.h.. 

 
 

A 2 ½ h.p. Minerva-engined machine in the 
Lewis garage in late 1905. Could this be 
Torode’s first Lewis? 
 
 
Leon Mitchell © 2008 
The Lewis Project: 
http://users.senet.com.au/~mitchell 
 
Note: Leon’s article contains embedded Unicode 
characters which generated formatting problems 
for my Mac version of MS Word throughout the 
entire document. 
My shortcomings, not his, and my apologies for 
the untidiness. D  
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VALE MAX DILLON 
 

Although he was a keen veteran car man, and one-time owner, Max was not a member of our Club 
at the time of his rather untimely passing in April. In fact, the start of Max's health problems more 
or less coincided with our Club's formation or otherwise it seems almost certain that he would 
have joined. 
I first met Max over fifty years ago when we were fellow members in the fledgling MG Car Club. 
He owned a number of MG's, for years was a very active "mud-plugger" and an owner/participant 
in a wide variety of motoring activities. When venues for the New Years Day breakfast became a 
problem Max offered the use of the grounds of his lovely home at Glenelg and he and Carol 
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hosted a series of these very enjoyable mornings which became something of an institution. His 
working life was equally varied and the end of his career he had been for some years a senior 
lecturer at the Croydon Park Automotive Trade School. In other fields he was a highly respected, 
active and innovative Rotarian and a log-time jazz music enthusiast. 
There were a large number of mourners at his funeral and a number of speakers, including 
VCCSA member and long-time friend Stuart MacDonald, all of whom referred to Max's friendly, 
cheerful and happy-go-lucky nature and to his wide range of accomplishments. 
We extend our sincere condolences to Max's loyal partner Carol and to his family. He was a 
popular one-of-a-kind and certainly will be missed by all who knew him. 

Barry Bahnisch 
�

  For Sale and Wanted 
 

For Sale: Napier 30HP six cylinder Tourer, reluctant sale. Colonial Model  T36.  Dispatched from 
the Napier Works on the 13th of May 1911. Chassis Number 7335.  Reg Number 2092 SA.  Please 
visit this web site: www.members.optusnet.com.au/dcscott  for full history of the car and many 
photographs. Contact Duncan Scott (08)8338 4129/0407732443.E-mail dcscott@optusnet.com.au 
 
For Sale: Alvis 1934 Model Speed 20 SB Tourer.Restored by 1981 it’s a well known car, as it has 
been taken on many National Tours and club runs. Very good original conditionwith many spares. 
Engine Number 11763198, Chassis Number SB 11317. Rego Number UJU-333 SA. Contact 
Duncan Scott (08) 8338 4129/0407732443 mobile. E-mail to dcscott@optusnet.com.au 
 
For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration but now 
residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for $25,000 to a 
good home. Contact: Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988 

•  
• For Sale: One pair of Gray and Davis side lamps Model 638. Restored and ready to go. Contact: 

Malcolm Roberts on 8332 5700 
•  
• For Sale: Buick crankcase Models 24, 25 ? 1913 or 1914? ,  Buick 1915 C25 tourer tub Good 

usable condition; Delco distributor ca 1915 6 cyl., dual points, good cap and Rotor  Contact: 
Kevin Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035. 

•  
• For Sale Pair of Lucas side lamps, tops, rims fonts good, missing badges and one burner. $450 

ONO Contact: Peter Kennedy ,  pkennedy@hansenyuncken.com.au  
•  
• For Sale: 2 x 1898 Model self-generating lights for early steam car $1000 pair; 2 x Rushmore 

electric sidelights, fork mounted, perfect condition $500 pair. Contact: Ray (07) 3202 6972. 
•  
• For Sale: 1924 Dodge 7-passenger tourer.$18,000 Contact: Roy Hull (07)3209 8281 
•  
• For Sale: 1954 TF MG 1250cc.  Nepean grey, red upholstery, almost entirely original –brake 

cable replaced. Well looked after, last 10 yrs. on blocks. From 2nd owner (owned last 40 yrs), 
about 80,000 miles. Contact: Lance 8207 2914 or David 8532 4828 
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•  
• For Sale: 1924 Buick, 4 cyl. OHV. Body manufactured in part in Australia, last registered 1956. 

Original owners: Misses Perry at Christies’ Beach. Purchased by the Hunts 1956, always shedded, 
complete & original, not running. Spare engine & gearbox unit, other parts & owner’s manual. 
Contact; Gavin 8272 0809. 

•  
• For Sale: Your next veteran car book is here!  10 years in the writing, 280 pages and over 250 

photos.  Read how Duncan & Fraser brought the automobile age to South Australia.  Find out 
about their trams, carriage building and motor bodies.  Explore an assembly line building Ford 
cars that was not owned by the Ford Motor Co.  Book due for release in June 2008.  Order your 
advance copy now at only $25 each.  Postage $10.50 within Australia.  Contact David Chantrell on 
(08) 8345 0665 or email gizzmo@adam.com.au for more information. 
 
For Sale: 1 x Pair 6 inch Rushmore fork mounted side lights originally off veteran Vulcan $500;   
1 x Pair Vitaphare self generating gas lights 1898 steam car originally used for night time 
instrument lights - 8 inches high x 5 inched deep $1000;   1 x Brookwood Veigel speedo 0-60 mph 
made in London No NO 5 $450.  1 x Herm Riemann Germania Head light self generating gas - 14 
inches high x 8 inches deep $350.  1 x 1928 Morris Cowley Radiator  German silver $400 
.Contact: Debbie Teggins 0733754516 a/h, snigget@bigpond.com 
 
Wanted  Dubrulle 2 Drip Pressure Fed Lubricator.  Buy or have mechanically driven 3 drip Le 
Febvre for exchange.  Also require one early style Frankonia No. 37 Sidelight (either side).  
Contact: Alan Meredith, Ph: (03) 5974 2601.  E-mail alan.meredith@bigpond.com.  
Wanted: MG Y Type. any parts. Contact: Alan Robinson (07) 3201 1986. 

•  
• Wanted: Pre-1919 Model T tourer, fully restored. Contact: Tom & Jan Callow (07) 4782 6258 or 

0419 826 258. 
•  
• Wanted: “Beemax” or similar switch; Humberette 1914 water cooled barrel; Parts for 1913/1914 

Humberette  Contact: Kevin Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035. 
•  
• Wanted : 24” Steel Sankey wheels   6 stud/12 spoke for 1910/1911 Model J 12hp Standard. 

Contact: Syd Norman (07) 4956 4063. 
•  
• Wanted: Howes & Burley (H&B) brass lights: 1 x Left hand gas Headlight Model 902C; 1x left 

hand oil side lamp Model 1008; 1 x tail lamp. Contact: Paul Blake (07) 3878 6483    
 
Wanted: Whereabouts of a chassis left after the late Geoff Johnson’s auction at  Woodside. 
Contact: Ross on (08) 8536 2762 
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Return slip for annual subscription, annual dinner and meeting night preference. 
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Membership Subscription 
Name………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Address………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Telephone……………………......... E-mail………………………………………………………… 
 
                                                              Club subscription for 2008-2009………………….$ 30.00 
 
Club Annual Dinner     Bradman Room, Adelaide Oval; 6.30 for 7.00pm.  Enter parking area 
through the North Entrance to the Oval. 
  Menu Soup - Roasted pumpkin soup with sour cream and cracked pepper; 
            Main – Choice of Oven roasted fillet of beef on caramelised onion and potato mash; 

 or Beer-battered fillet of King George Whiting and hand made chips; 
            Dessert- Sticky date & walnut pudding with cinnamon ice cream and butterscotch sauce; 
           Tea, coffee and chocolates included. 
           A wide range of excellent wines and beers may be purchased from the bar. 
Please advise Phil at least 4 days beforehand if a vegetarian or special meal is desired.  
 
Payment enclosed for dinners for…………persons at $47.00 per person………………$........... 

 
           Total payment enclosed………….…..$.......... 

Please send to:-  Barry Bahnisch,  11,  Kelmscott Street, Oaklands Park, South Australia 5046 
 
Club Theatre Night 
If you would be interested in attending the Club’s “Theatre Night” on the 22nd. of August, please 
indicate the number of persons here …………………… 
 
Monthly Meeting Preference please tick all evenings that you are able to attend the Club’s 
meetings. If you have already sent in the previous subscription slip, please complete and send only 
the following section or email your preferences to Barry at barrybahnisch@bigpond.com _ 
 First Wednesday of each month………… 

 Second Wednesday of each month………. 

 Third Wednesday of each month………… 

 Fourth Wednesday of each month………. 

 First Thursday of each month…………… 
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 Second Thursday of each month………… 

 Third Thursday of each month………….. 


