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Chairman:  Howard Filtness 8364 0229 Treasurer:  Julian McNeill 8272 8759 

Secretary & Publicity Officer:  Barry Bahnisch 8296 3202  Rallymaster:  Phil Keane 8277 2468 
Committee:  Peter Allen 8353 3438   Leon Mitchell 8278 5120 

Bulletin Editor:  Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441  dpinnock@bigpond.com  
Address for Correspondence: 

11 Kelmscott Street, Oaklands Park, South Australia 5046  secretary@vccsa.org.au  
 

  2008 AGM – Chairman’s Report 
 
It is very pleasing to see we have made it safely through to our second birthday. 

The past 12 months have once again given us many opportunities to venture forth in our old 
vehicles, or enjoy the company of fellow enthusiasts without them.  Indeed, the company is every 
bit as important as the cars and motor cycles, but the latter do act as wonderful catalysts to meet and 
mix with the very finest people. The Committee has again been responsible for organizing 
marvellous runs and evening meetings.  The latter has seen a range of interests covered which have 
invariably turned out to be both entertaining and informative.  During the course of the year, 
Committee Members Gavin McNeil and David Bishop resigned and have been missed by the 
remaining Committee. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a very heart-felt thank you to two ladies who contribute 
enormously to the Club.  Firstly, our Minutes Secretary for the Committee meetings, Cathy 
Jackson, who does not make it to our monthly meetings.  Secondly, and for the general Members 
her contribution is far more noticeable, our very own supper lady, Trish Keane.  To Cathy and 
Trish, a very, very special thank you. Some others who have contributed “over and above” and who 
deserve a special mention are Dudley, without whom there would be no Bulletin, and Leon for his 
computer skills and enthusiastic research from which we have all benefited.  Also, Malcolm 
McInnes has spent many hours working on the Club logo and affiliated magazine headings.  And of 
course we must also thank the Colonel Light Gardens RSL for allowing us to use their fine meeting 
hall. 

May the forthcoming year be as much fun as the last 12 months, and may the Club continue to go 
from strength to strength. 

Howard Filtness, Chairman VCCSA 

  VCCSA Annual Dinner 
 
The evening of the 12th July was cold and wintry, but those members and partners who ventured to 
the Bradman Room at the Adelaide Oval enjoyed a marvellous evening at the Club’s Third Annual 
Dinner. Not only was the company, the venue and the meal superb, but after dinner Stuart 
MacDonald entertained us with a most enjoyable discourse. Howard Filtness explains:  
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Many thanks go to Stuart Macdonald for a most entertaining and informative talk on the 
Dutton/Aunger expedition from Adelaide to Darwin – the first successful trip in their Talbot car. 

Obviously a lot of research went into Stuart’s presentation and the accompanying photographic 
tribute was outstanding.  There were many wonderful photographs of the Talbot vehicle and its 
drivers and the rugged terrain and roads (if they could be described as such) that they had to 
conquer on their way to Darwin. Of particular interest also were all the old photographs of the 
Telegraphic Relay Stations and the outback stations and communities along the way.  It gave us all 
a very small insight into the trials and tribulations that the pioneers who worked in the outback and 
very remote regions had to face on a daily basis.  

Also along the way our motorists came across Francis Birtles riding around in the bush on his 
bicycle and to have a photograph of this occasion was wonderful. The mind just boggles on the 
sheer endurance and perseverance of people in this era that set out to accomplish feats that can only 
be described as “amazing”.  Couple this with the untamed terrain that our travellers dealt with along 
the way and we can only imagine how difficult and challenging things were for them.  These men 
were certainly made of stern stuff. 

Many thanks once again to Stuart for what can only be described as a riveting talk and for providing 
a wonderful contribution to our Annual Dinner.   

 

 
  From the Committee 

Subscriptions 
This is the third and final reminder that subs for the forthcoming year are due. Practically all of our 
members have renewed but a few (hitherto very active) have not as yet. To continue to receive the 
Bulletin, and more importantly if you have a car on historic registration through the Club (we are 
obliged to send to the Registrar a list of owners who have not renewed), please see the 
Sec/Treasurer at a meeting or send payment by cheque or even (as a number have done) call in and 
hand over the cash (and view the disasters unfolding in the Sec/Treasurer's shed). Whilst we have 
not accumulated a lot of money, we continue to be conscious of minimising costs and we intend to 
maintain the cost of subscriptions at the present level for the foreseeable future. 



 

���������
����������

 
 

July 2008 The Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Inc 3 
 

Bulletin 
The membership list has been updated with the information supplied with your renewal. If you have 
provided an e-mail address the Bulletin will be sent to you via e-mail. This helps to keep expenses 
down. 
Added benefits to members 
Now that the Club has become reasonably well established and we can see our way clear (to some 
extent, anyway), we are turning our attention to ways in which we can offer some additional 
"services" to members. One of the first things we have done is to order a set of restoration DVDs 
which will be available for members to borrow. These are based upon the television series 
"Gasoline". The DVDs will be available at monthly meetings for return at the following meeting. In 
fairness to other members, if the DVD is lost or returned in "unusable" condition we will have no 
alternative but to seek reimbursement so that a replacement can be purchased. Other initiatives are 
being considered, please think about such ideas and pass them on to a committee member.  
First Time Out 
We all love to see “new” veteran vehicles out and about on our events – indeed the committee 
thinks that the appearance of a new vehicle is worth celebrating! So if you’re a member and 
bringing out a vehicle for the first time with our Club, let the Chairman know and we’ll shout you 
breakfast or lunch appropriate to the day’s event.  
Historic Registration 
The possible "crisis" seems to have passed and the historic registration scheme now appears likely 
to continue (at least for some time) without major changes. The Federation has been advised that 
the Registrar is hopeful that the scheme can be widened to accept modified cars (such as "hot rods", 
etc). This prospect has previously been extensively investigated by the Federation and no practical 
solution was found. Owners who have cars on the existing scheme probably have no objection to 
the widening of its scope so long as this does not jeopardise what is probably the best historic 
registration scheme in the country (for both the government and us!). In the meantime we 
recommend taking advantage of the three-year option as historic registrations become due. We all 
owe the Federation a debt of gratitude for not only assisting in the development of our historic 
registration scheme but its on-going maintenance (sometimes in the face of self-serving criticism!). 
 

  Meetings 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month at the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, 
enter off Dorset Ave. The poll of members last month indicated very strong support for maintaining 
this arrangement: so with apologies to those who are inconvenienced we will continue with the 
status quo. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early for a pre-meeting chat. This month, on the 
6th August, we will have a speaker talking about the re-enactment of the 1939 Lobethal Grand Prix. 
 

  Upcoming Events 
 Friday  

22 August 2008 
 

Theatre Night: “Waiting in the Wings” by Noel Coward, presented by the 
Therry Dramatic Society. Culture, culture, culture! (Or perhaps Fun, fun, 
fun!) Tickets at the meeting or from Howard at $11 each. We will meet for a 
pre-performance meal at the Rob Roy Hotel at 5:30 PM for 6 PM meal, and 
then on to the 8 PM performance at the Arts Theatre, Angas St. Bookings 
essential – please contact Howard by Tue. 19th at the absolute latest. 
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Sunday  
7 September 2008 

 

Breakfast Run. Meet at the Pavilion in the south parklands, off South Tce 
just west of Peacock Rd (King William St) at 8:30 AM.  We will proceed, 
by a route cleverly devised by the Rallymaster, to breakfast at Food 
Business at the corner of Greenhill Rd and Devereux Roads. After breakfast, 
we will visit Waterfall Gully. 

Sunday  
28 September 2008 

Bay to Birdwood Run. How about increasing the Veteran presence at this 
popular event? Entry information from http://www.baytobirdwood.com.au/ 
or contact the entry directors Graham & Shirley Tonkin on (08) 8258 6547. 
Beware, entries close soon. 

Sunday 
12 October 2008 

Re-enactment of 1939 Lobethal Grand Prix 

Sunday  
26 October 2008 

“Down Under” London to Brighton. This year the Club is keen to see as 
many members as possible supporting this local event in their veteran 
vehicles. Enter now! Howard has entry forms, or contact Nevin Skurray on 
(08) 8296 1994. Closing date for entries is 30th September. 

Sunday 
9 November 2008 

Clarendon Run. Details TBA 

Sunday 
7 December 2008 

Norton Summit Hill Climb. We are keen to make this annual event one of 
the highlights of the Club year, but to make that happen we need you to be 
there! Mark the date, and prepare your vehicle to climb in style… 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. This event is run under the auspices of the 
Association of Veteran Car Clubs in Australia. In 2009, the Sporting Car 
Club of South Australia is hosting the event centred on Naracoorte. Get 
moving on your entry now! Expressions of interest are available from the 
Club website, or the Sporting Car Club, or contact Julian McNeill.  

 

  Coventry Humber Car No. 1169 by Alan Meredith 
 

My 1906 Coventry Humber 10/12 spent most of its early life in Adelaide.  In 1995 I purchased the 
car as a part restored rolling chassis through Shannons auction house in Melbourne.  This article 
summarises what I know of its earlier history. 

Humber Limited offered two versions of the Coventry 10/12 for the 1906 season – a four-seated-car 
with an 8 ft. wheelbase and a short chassis car with a wheelbase of 7 ft 1 in.  Being a short 
wheelbase variant my 0/12 was almost certainly fitted with two seated bodywork when new.   As 
far as I can ascertain only one 1906 10/12 Humber with two seated bodywork existed in South 
Australia.  In 1909 that car was owned by a doctor (and pioneer motorist) named J.B. Gunson.  
Whether or not he was the Humber’s very first owner is uncertain.  At an earlier date Gunson had 
been in possession of a Curved Dash Oldsmobile, this being subsequently replaced with a Darracq.  
Surviving registration records show that during the 1907 – 1908 period registration number SA3 
was allocated to an 8 h.p. Darracq in the name of J.B. Gunson of Angas Street.  A photograph of a 
two seated Humber 10/12 with the number 3 painted on the radiator appeared in the March 1909 
issue of “The Australian Motorist”.  The car was competing in a gymkhana at the Adelaide oval.  
Presumably by 1909 Gunson had graduated from the Darracq to the Humber, transferring the 
registration number from the earlier vehicle in the process. 
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The completed restoration 

 

 
The 10/12 Coventry Humber in as found condition circa 1957 

 

I have traced the modern day history of the Humber back to December 1953 when it was discovered 
by Bill Brooks and Bill Everard reposing abandoned, but mechanically complete, in the back yard 
of a property at Port Adelaide.  It had obviously been sitting there for many years.  There were 
indications that at one time it had been fitted with a later style body and guards from another 
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Humber.  It had also seen use in truck form having only a flat tray with no dash or seating other 
than the front end of the tray.  The sad remains were purchased for the sum of seven pounds ten 
shillings, cartage being an additional cost.  Nothing was done to the car and a few years later it was 
passed on to George Brooks. Then in December 1959 it was sold to David Lipsham.  While 
searching for more parts David found a much better chassis, and then an original four seated body 
from another 10/12.  These more recent discoveries were amalgamated into another Humber which 
was then restored.  This was later purchased by Donald Bosanquet who held the car for a time 
before on-selling it to Western Australia about three years ago.  Meanwhile the remains of my car 
became surplus to David’s requirements and they were sold to an antique dealer, Chas Smythe (aka 
Ken Bolger) who subsequently shifted from Adelaide to Melbourne.  Smythe entrusted Brian 
Hussey with the task of restoration but later sold the project to Melbourne collector Julian Sterling.  
Restoration continued under Julian’s ownership until the car reached the rolling chassis form it was 
in when presented for auction. 

In December 1995 I travelled to Melbourne on a visit from Christchurch N.Z. where I was living at 
the time.  During another visit to Melbourne a few months earlier I had seen an appealing part 
restored 1906 Coventry Humber 10/12 rolling chassis sitting in Shannons auction rooms waiting to 
be uplifted by the fortunate buyer.  Soon after my arrival on this trip I found out that the intended 
purchaser had defaulted on the final settlement and the Humber was about to come under the 
hammer again. 

 
The T-head engine with Longuemare carburettor and trembler coil ignition 

The Humber had made several unsuccessful appearances at earlier Shannons auctions, but 
unfortunately on this occasion another enthusiastic buyer emerged.  As a consequence some spirited 
bidding ensued.  However I eventually lodged the winning bid to a round of applause from the 
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assembled multitude which most likely had doubts as to my sanity.  I shipped the chassis back to 
Christchurch soon after and spent the next eighteen months completing the restoration.  The car was 
used in many New Zealand veteran events over the following ten years. Three months ago I shipped 
the Humber back to Melbourne where we are presently living.  I am now looking forward to some 
Australian motoring in it.  

I am keen to learn more of the early history of my car and would welcome any further information 
readers may be able to contribute.  My contact details are:  Tel (03) 5974-2601 or e-mail 
alan.meredith@bigpond.com . 

 

  And while we’re talking about Humbers… 
 
Barry Bahnisch sends in this illustration of a well-used 12/20 h.p. Humber with the following notes: 
 
This is the 1910 Humber acquired by the "Autocar" for company use and appraisal (possibly the 
first motoring magazine to adopt this practice which was later to become widespread) which is 
identical to mine, including the optional wire wheels and (co-incidentally) the headlamps. Humbers 
were well-known makers and must have sold comparatively large numbers of cars such as this but 
few seemed to have survived. There is one identical to mine in Victoria and the only other similar 
car that I know of is in the Coventry Museum of Transport (one of the most interesting and best-
presented motor museums anywhere!), however it appears to have been put together from various 
parts, is incomplete and differs from the production models. 

 
Many members will be aware that Barry is hard at work on the body of his Humber. Let’s hope that 
we see the car out with the Club in the not-too-distant future. Just think of the free lunch, Barry. 
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  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes 
 
For Sale (or prefer swap for Talbot parts): 
• Wheels: overall diameter of rim 19 inches, 10 spoke, 5 stud 
• 2 gearboxes French heavy weight (possibly Peugeot?) with brake drum approx 13" diameter  
• Two Napier 2-cylinder blocks approx 3" bore and height of cylinder wall approx 9 1/2" Said to 

be 15hp. 
• Napier 20 hp differential housing and hubs with brakes 
• 3 Well base Rudge wheels allegedly 21x 2 3/4 (OD of rim is approx 22" and inner diameter of 

hub across splines approx 2 7/8") 
• Beaded Edge 880x120 rims to suit 72 spoke wire wheels (2 rows spokes 48 spokes /24 spokes) 

Also have 6 peg drive hubs to suit but most spokes removed 
• Other 880x120 Beaded edge wire spoked rims and various American pattern hubs (Houk?) with 

Peg drive 
• One 895 x 135 Sankey style 12 spoke rim 6 stud, Beaded Edge, Spokes have "flanges" where 

spoke joins rim 
• One bare Beaded edge rim 692 mm OD and 85mm wide 
• 2 Rudge wire wheels marked 21 x 3 3/4 well based 
• Wolseley 4 cylinder crankcase, crankshaft, and camshaft, 3 rods, pistons and oil pump and 

possibly alloy sump circa 1912 
• Sankey style top with central round filler cap. Mounted on 4 arms going from box to sub 

chassis, Estimate late veteran very early vintage RH gearshift selector shaft but no gear shift 
gate or lever. 

Contact Peter Allen mcallen@senet.com.au  Telephone: (08) 8355 5350 Facsimile: (08) 8355 5360 
 
For Sale: Napier 30HP six cylinder Tourer, reluctant sale. Colonial Model T36.  Dispatched from 
the Napier Works on the 13th of May 1911. Chassis Number 7335.  Reg Number 2092 SA.  Please 
visit this web site: www.members.optusnet.com.au/dcscott  for full history of the car and many 
photographs. Contact Duncan Scott dcscott@optusnet.com.au (08) 8338 4129 or 0407732443  
 
For Sale: 1912 Overland roadster, red, subject of a recent complete interstate restoration but now 
residing in Adelaide. A rare, interesting and practical veteran for reluctant sale for $25,000 to a 
good home. Contact Alex or Debbie Dixon on 8361 2656 or 041 2248988 
 
For Sale: One pair of Gray and Davis side lamps Model 638. Restored and ready to go. Contact 
Malcolm Roberts on 8332 5700 
 
For Sale: Buick crankcase Models 24, 25? 1913 or 1914? Buick 1915 C25 tourer tub in good 
usable condition; Delco distributor c1915 6 cyl., dual points, good cap and rotor. Contact Kevin 
Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035. 
 
For Sale: 2 x 1898 Model self-generating lights for early steam car $1000 pair; 2 x Rushmore 
electric sidelights, fork mounted, perfect condition $500 pair. Contact Ray (07) 3202 6972. 
 
For Sale: 1924 Dodge 7-passenger tourer. $18,000. Contact Roy Hull (07) 3209 8281 
 
For Sale: 1954 TF MG 1250cc.  Nepean grey, red upholstery, almost entirely original – brake cable 
replaced. Well looked after, last 10 yrs. on blocks. From 2nd owner (owned last 40 yrs), about 
80,000 miles. Contact Lance 8207 2914 or David 8532 4828 
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For Sale: 1924 Buick, 4 cyl. OHV. Body manufactured in part in Australia, last registered 1956. 
Original owners: Misses Perry at Christies Beach. Purchased by the Hunts 1956, always shedded, 
complete & original, not running. Spare engine & gearbox unit, other parts & owner’s manual. 
Contact Gavin 8272 0809. 
 
For Sale: Your next veteran car book is here!  10 years in the writing, 280 pages and over 250 
photos.  Read how Duncan & Fraser brought the automobile age to South Australia.  Find out about 
their trams, carriage building and motor bodies.  Explore an assembly line building Ford cars that 
was not owned by the Ford Motor Co.  Copies now available $25 each. Postage $10.50 within 
Australia. Contact David Chantrell gizzmo@adam.com.au (08) 8345 0665  
 
Wanted: Dubrulle 2 Drip Pressure Fed Lubricator. Buy or have mechanically driven 3 drip Le 
Febvre for exchange.  Also require one early style Frankonia No. 37 Sidelight (either side). Contact 
Alan Meredith alan.meredith@bigpond.com (03) 5974 2601 
  
Wanted: MG Y Type any parts. Contact Alan Robinson (07) 3201 1986. 
 
Wanted:  
• Steering box for 1912 De Dion 10hp or even parts of same.  I believe the same steering box was 

used for the twins (model DG) as well as the small four cylinder (model DH). 
• Talbot "closed " gear change housing and levers circa 1911-14 
• Clutch assembly/ flywheel and water pump to suit 4M Talbot 1910 to mid teens 
• Dashboard air pump to suit Talbot 1912-1915 
• Talbot radiator or remains for rebuilding. Height from base of side mounts to top of radiator 

approx 490mm. Width/centres of mounts approx 745mm 
• Rudge short 52 splined hubs and veteran style round retainer nuts (i.e. not eared knock off caps) 
Contact  Peter Allen mcallen@senet.com.au (08) 8355 5350 
 
Wanted: Pre-1919 Model T tourer, fully restored. Contact Tom & Jan Callow (07) 4782 6258 or 
0419 826 258 
 
Wanted: “Beemax” or similar switch; Humberette 1914 water cooled barrel; Parts for 1913/1914 
Humberette. Contact Kevin Brooks (07) 3356 0412 or 0412 720 035. 
 
Wanted: 24” Steel Sankey wheels 6 stud/12 spoke for 1910/1911 Model J 12hp Standard. Contact 
Syd Norman (07) 4956 4063. 
 
Wanted: Howes & Burley (H&B) brass lights: 1 x left hand gas Headlight Model 902C; 1 x left 
hand oil side lamp Model 1008; 1 x tail lamp. Contact Paul Blake (07) 3878 6483    
 
 

 
 


