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  Breakfast anyone?  
The change in the weather – from Saturday’s glory to Sunday’s grey drizzle – was not appreciated, 
but it didn’t spoil the VCCSA Breakfast Run on September 7. 

 
Earnest attention to the Rallymaster at the start. The line-up in the drizzle. 

Rob Elliott’s report on the event – as viewed from the rider’s saddle of his recently-acquired vintage 
Indian outfit – appears later in the issue. 

 

  From the Committee 
From the Treasurer: Receipts 

Practically all of our existing members have renewed their subscriptions. Most members have their 
receipts but I am holding quite a few in the hope that I can hand deliver them. I am trying to save 
the Club having to pay postage, and whilst this may not be a significant expense, our philosophy 
has been to conserve expenses wherever possible. As much as anything this is a state of mind, I 
think that we have all seen what can happen if expenditure starts to lurch out of control! 

Restoration DVDs 

The Club has a set of DVDs covering all aspects of restoration and fabrication of sheet metal. They 
are available for loan to members – see Barry Bahnisch at the monthly meeting. We have also 
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ordered a DVD of the 2007 London to Brighton Run (yes, the UK event!) which will also be 
available for loan when it arrives. 

A Season of Veteran Motoring  

As this edition Bulletin goes to press, cars are heading home after the Bay to Birdwood Run. 
According to the organisers, there were 32 pre-1919 vehicles among the 1200 entrants, surely a 
disappointing number. With the weather improving, we can look forward to a run of three fine 
events ideal for your veteran: the London to Brighton Down Under at the end of October, a 
Morning Run to Clarendon in early November, and our Annual Norton Summit Hill Climb in 
early December. Because of the success of earlier editions of the Norton Summit event, we have 
extended an invitation to members of other clubs catering for veteran vehicles to join us on the run. 
The committee is keen for members to strongly support all three of these events, so please put them 
in your calendar now, and get your London to Brighton entry in as soon as possible. Details are 
listed below.  

The Lobethal Grand Carnival 

A number of members expressed interest in a run up to Lobethal for the events commemorating the 
Grand Prix. Because of the logistics associated with the closed track – which leaves some of the car 
parks “locked” while the track is closed – we’ve found organising a run for veteran vehicles to the 
event, well, difficult. At this stage, arrangements for those wanting to attend are informal. 

 

  Meetings 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early for a pre-
meeting chat.  

At this months’ meeting, October 3rd, Viv Rush will talk about his experiences across a range of 
vehicles, from making custom parts for veterans to his work with an electric car project. At the 
November meeting, David Chantrell will talk to us about Duncan and Fraser and the Ford T. 

 

  Upcoming Events 
Sat. & Sun. 

11-12 Oct.  2008 
Re-enactment of 1939 Lobethal Grand Prix 

Sunday  
26 October 2008 

“Down Under” London to Brighton. This year the Club is 
keen to see as many members as possible supporting this local 
event in their veteran vehicles. Enter now! An entry form was 
attached last month, see Howard, or contact Nevin Skurray on 
(08) 8296 1994. Entries close 30th September. 

Sunday 
9 November 2008 

Clarendon Morning Run. Gather at 8:30 AM at the Coles 
Supermarket car park, Main Rd, Blackwood for a 9 AM 
departure to Clarendon. Morning tea at the river bend park.  
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Sunday 
7 December 2008 

Norton Summit Hill Climb. We are keen to make this annual 
event one of the highlights of the Club year, but to make that 
happen we need you to be there! Gather at 9:30 AM at the 
Tower Hotel car park for a 10 AM start. This year, after the 
ascent, we will have a short meander through the hills, finishing 
with a picnic lunch at the Mt. Lofty Botanic Gardens, enter 
from the lower gate. 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. This event is run under the auspices of 
the Association of Veteran Car Clubs in Australia. In 2009, the 
Sporting Car Club of South Australia is hosting the event 
centred on Naracoorte. Get moving on your entry now! 
Expressions of interest are available from the Club website, or 
the Sporting Car Club, or contact Julian McNeill.  

 
 

  Breakfast Run, 7th September 2008 
 

A breakfast run seemed to be an ideal excuse the try out the Indian Scout with its recently attached 
Yates sidecar, so I convinced Diana that it would be a pleasant outing for us.  I had failed to tell her 
that, only two days previous, my first attempt at being the pilot of an outfit had not been all that 
successful.  I’d picked up the Indian from Phil Jenner, who had just finished fitting the sidecar that 
came with the bike.  Phil wasn’t game enough to be my passenger, I don’t blame him given my lack 
of experience, but offered instead to put a couple of boxes of tiles in the sidecar to help me manage 
left hand corners.  This worked OK for a while, until my confidence built up and I descended a hill 
rather too rapidly, only to find that the next-to-useless brakes of the Scout were absolutely-bloody-
useless brakes with the extra weight of the sidecar attached! I negotiated the left hand corner at the 
next intersection all too quickly, found that the infernal contraption wouldn’t go left, shot across the 
road and ended up in the front yard of a house, which luckily had no fence!  As fate would have it, 
the lady of the house was standing in the driveway as I made my spectacular entrance.  She was 
holding a broom as she’d just finished cleaning up the glass from a car accident that had just 
happened at the very same intersection (the damaged cars, and owners still present). I doffed my 
visor and said “sorry” and she just smiled instead of beating me about the head with her broom.  
Some days you just get lucky! 

Without giving any of the above “adventure” away, I made sure I instructed Diana in the art of 
leaning out on left hand corners.  We set off for the start point at Pavilion on the Park just after 
0800, but by the time we got there everyone had gone (we were late – nothing unusual for us).  Not 
an auspicious start and it was starting to drizzle, just to dampen the spirits. We made our way 
straight to Food Business for the breakfast and on arrival were buoyed to find some members 
already there.  Shortly afterwards the rest of the crew from the run arrived and all seemed well in 
the world……until someone went to check the table situation at Food Business and discovered that 
it was booked out.  It was Fathers’ Day of course and it was packed. 

The decision was made to go to Caffe Buongiorno and an already packed café was shortly even 
more packed by our group.  A few of us let our diets lapse and there was bacon, eggs and toast to be 
had to make up for the shaky start to the day.  It was a pleasant way to spend an hour or so on a 
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Sunday morning, a top idea for a run. The group eventually split up and some of us ventured on to 
Waterfall Gully.  

 

  
 

On arrival we spotted Howard’s Napier, Julian and Jane’s Darracq and David and Rosanna’s Buick 
in the car park, although we only caught up with David and Rosanna. It was great to see significant 
water in the creeks and it was very pleasant strolling around the falls. 

We had a very pleasant outing, and thankfully I had no problems handling the Indian. I came to 
realise that this was all down to Diana. On one particularly hairy left hand corner I spotted that 
Diana was leaning out over the mudguard like an A-grade “swinger” at the Speedway – no wonder 
the outfit actually went left when I wanted it to.  I was rapt in our team work, but I’m afraid Diana 
is more of a realist and commented with a degree of resignation “Great – I have a new career now – 
ballast!”.  Maybe it’s the right time to suggest a veteran car? 

Rob Elliott 

 

  Who are these chauffeurs?  
 

 
This little puzzle, from a 1904 French magazine, has one small problem: no answers! 
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  A mystery engine 
 

 

 

Can you identify this motor? 
 
• 4 cylinders, cast in pairs 
• Aluminium crankcase and sump 
• Bore approx. 95 mm 
• Crankcase has flange on each side to 

support the motor in a sub frame 
• 90 degree angle drive off the front 
• Copper inlet manifold 
• Water cooling pipe is fitted for a rear-

mounted radiator 
• Serial numbers: 1R 251 

                            114A 
• Bolts are metric 
• Flywheel machined for cone clutch 
• Came from the Riverland 
 
Any ideas? Please contact  
Noal Mullins 
(m) 0428 842 999 
(h) (08) 8272 2752 
 

 
 

  More on those Veteran Humbers 
 
Frank Anderson adds to the story… 

Further to the articles on Humber cars in the July Bulletin, I thought that I may add a little! Barry 
Bahnisch's article was very welcome, may Barry continue to contribute progress reports! The 
Humber that I wish to make comment upon is the Coventry Humber 10/12 h.p. no 1167 owned by 
Alan Meredith. 

Alan's article mentions that this vehicle was purchased in 1959 by the late David Lipsham. I had 
also purchased my 12/20 hp model in 1959 and was always looking for spare parts, as was David. 
Numerous letters were exchanged giving details of locations in the country where Humber parts 
were reputed to be, these leads usually came from meetings at the Clubrooms. One lead was a 
property north of Clare. 

I called at the property sometime in 1961/62 with my Holden utility and was taken down through 
paddocks to a gate covered in wire mesh, swinging on shackles. It was the tubular frame from about 
a 1908 Humber car. The gate had been there for many years. Further into the paddock we pulled up 
a vertical-tubed Humber radiator from the grass and mud and it was evident that sheep had walked 
over it for many years! Behind some sheds were two wooden back wheels, in the shed was an 
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aluminium gearbox with lengths of copper tubing twisted about. Smaller items were found which I 
cannot remember. All of these items were delivered to Eden Hills where David lived at that time. 

I met John Caldicott at David's house working on his 10/12 long chassis Humber no 2001 which he 
had obtained from Lloyd Hart at Mannum. Also at David's on that day was Ross Piggot who helped 
me to unload the ute, asking me where this stuff had come from. I explained and Ross replied that it 
was his cousin's property north of Clare. What a coincidence! Any parts to help David or John were 
welcome! John's car was in far better condition and progressed well. Parts form John's car were 
copied for David's if needed and hung on the wall of the shed. One presumes this vehicle to be no 
1169. Speaking with John just this week, John said that long chassis car no 2001 was running by the 
mid-1960's and was kept in the family until the 1990's. 

When David found numerous parts for the Sizaire-Naudin he lost interest in Humber no 1169 and 
sold it, with numerous parts, to Don Bosanquet.  

So we now pick up the story written by Alan Meredith, who speaks of a tray having been on the 
chassis at some time. If anybody has George Brooks Book no 6, look for photograph no 65, there is 
an early Humber used as a tray-top work vehicle. Is there a connection with the remains as found at 
Port Adelaide which was car no 1169? 

P.S. John Caldicott believes that nobody went back to Clare to get the old gate (chassis) from the 
Piggot property. 

 

 
 

  The 60 h.p. “Vanderbilt Cup” Renault 
Rich Americans in big cars? Not a new phenomenon. La Vie au Grande Air (Life in the Great 
Outdoors) for September 29, 1904 reported on the 60 h.p. racing Renault built to the order of “the 
rich American” Mr. Brokaw. The machine was said to have been ordered one year ago, and was to 
be used in the up-coming Vanderbilt Cup. “The new Renault is very well presented. Light and good 
handling, fast despite that, she will do 140 to the hour”. Kilometres, we assume. How does that 
compare to the AX, Dudley? 

From the web: “Renault’s only racing activity during 1904 was to build their first big racing car, a 
Renault 60 to the 1,000 kg formula for American W. Gould Brokaw. He entered it in the first 
Vanderbilt Cup race with Frenchman Maurice Bernin as driver but the car retired with propeller 
shaft problems.” 
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  Mills and Boon meets The Autocar : “The Lightning Conductor” 
It might be going a bit far to describe C.N and A.M. Williamson’s 1902 book “The Lightning 
Conductor – The Strange Adventures of a Motor Car” as a classic, but it was loaned to me as a 
“good read”, and that can’t be argued! The book tells the tale of the Fair Damsel (Miss Molly 
Randolph) sold the un-startable, belt-slipping, chain-breaking, impossibly slow and bone-shaking 
lemon by the Cad and Bounder (Mr. Cecil-Lanstown) and the action-packed European Tour that 
follows. Of course there’s the Evil Chauffer, the marvellously scheming Eyelashes with his peppy 
little Pieper, and our hero Brown, The Lightning Conductor, who comes to the rescue with his 
delightfully behaved (and British-built, as we are reminded repeatedly) Napier. It goes without 
saying that things are not always as they seem. 

  
 

Perhaps a Napier enthusiast (Duncan?) could comment on the Lightning Conductor’s fine machine 
– comparison with the photo of Clive Boothman’s 1902 D45 12 h.p. Napier in the September 2007 
Bulletin suggests that our man possesses a significantly more powerful beast. As for the action: 

“… we seemed to have the road to ourselves, but once, far along the road, we spied a black dot 
which seemed to come towards us with incredible speed, growing larger as it came. In less time 
than it takes to write we saw that it was an enormous racing automobile, probably undergoing a test 
of speed. We were running at our own highest pace, perhaps forty-five miles an hour, the thing 
approaching us was coming at seventy or more. You may imagine the rush of air as we passed each 
other. One glimpse we had of a masked automobilist like a figure of death in an Albert Dürer 
cartoon, or the familiar of a Vehmgericht, and then we were gasping in the vortex of air caused by 
the speed of the gigantic car. Almost before we could turn our heads it was a black dot again on the 
horizon. Perhaps it was the great Fournier himself.” 

 

  And Speaking of Fournier… 
 
“The great Fournier” – Henri – was a legend in the early days of automobile racing. In common 
with many other pioneer motor racers he began his career on the cycling track where he competed 
with a good deal of success. From his cycling days, we can make an interesting (if slightly 
tenuous!) link with South Australia.  
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Mademoiselle Serpolette, the French racing cycliste who famously, or perhaps infamously, visited 
Adelaide with a Gladiator motor cycle in May 1898, shared a tandem with Fournier at the Olympia 
Track in London in early 1896. Fournier was a large man, and Serpolette a slight girl of 16 or 18, 
depending on who you believe, so hurtling around the tiny indoor track on a tandem must have been 
quite an experience. On January 9, 1896, Fournier and Serpolette defeated English cyclists C.F. 
Barden and Miss Rosina Lane in the final of the 1 mile race for mixed tandems in a time of 2 
minutes 20 seconds. By 1898, Serpolette was touring Australia demonstrating the Gladiator motor 
tricycle, while Henri Fournier was in the United States riding a pacing motor cycle for the crack US 
cyclists. 

The name Fournier appears in many “motor” contexts, on two wheels and four, but a little caution is 
needed in unravelling any Fournier-related story. Henri had (at least) two brothers, Maurice and 
Achille, who were also involved in motor racing. Maurice was tragically killed in the 1911 Grand 
Prix de France at Le Mans when the axle of his car collapsed while he was “… speeding at more 
than a mile a minute”. Perhaps more tragically, a contemporary press report could only describe 
him as “…brother of the noted automobile racer…” suggesting that neither Maurice nor Achille 
reached the same heights as Henri. Although all three Fourniers competed in the ill-fated Paris – 
Madrid event of 1903, as a rough guide to separating their careers, I’d go for: 

• Henri: Cycling in the 1890s, motor pacing in the USA c1899, racing Mors cars, and 
anywhere the term “great” is used! 

• Maurice: Racing “freak” motor cycles c1903, including the monstrous 22 h.p. Buchet 
parallel twin and the famous V-four Clément, then Mors and other cars 1903 – 1911  

• Achille: Racing Gobron-Brillié, Mors, Hotchkiss, Clément-Bayard cars 1902 - 1906 

Beware also of the term “M. Fournier”, which is, even in the English-language press, more like to 
refer to “Monsieur Fournier” than Maurice.  

Why the interest in the brothers Fournier? In 1903 Barden of England raced Fournier of France on 
motorcycles at the Canning Town cycle track. My first thoughts were that this motoring event was a 
fitting rematch of the tandem race at Olympia seven years earlier, but on investigation it seems 
certain that “Fournier” here was Henri’s brother Maurice. Goodness knows Barden probably also 
had a brother, but if we assume the English motorcycle rider was C.F. Barden, three of the four 
participants in the 1896 tandem race ended up with an interest in motor sport. Now I wonder if 
Rosina Lane ever caught the motoring bug? 

Leon Mitchell   

 

  A glimpse of mechanical transport in the 1830s 
 
Frank Anderson sends this extract from the Diary of Henry Crabb Robinson… 

Liverpool, U.K., June 10, 1833 

At twelve I got upon an omnibus and was driven up a steep hill to the place where the steam 
carriages start. We travelled in the second class of carriages. There were five carriages linked 
together, in each of which were placed open seats for the traveller, four and four facing each other 
but not all were full and besides there was a closed carriage and also a machine for luggage. The 
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fare was four shillings for the thirty-one miles. Everything went on so rapidly that I had scarcely the 
power of observation. The road begins at an excavation through rock and is to a certain extent 
insulated from the adjacent country. It is occasionally placed on bridges and frequently intersected 
by ordinary roads. Not quite a perfect level is preserved. On setting off there is a slight jolt, arising 
from the chains attaching each carriage, but once in motion we proceeded as smoothly as possible. 
For a minute or two the pace was gentle but is constantly varying. The machine produces little 
smoke or steam, first in order is the tall chimney, then the boiler, a barrel-like vessel, then an oblong 
reservoir of water, then a vehicle for coals and then comes of a length infinitely extendable the train 
of carriages.  

If all of the seats had been filled our train would have carried about 150 passengers but a gentleman 
assured me at Chester that he went with a thousand persons to Newton fair.   

There must have been two engines then. I have heard since that two thousand persons and more 
went to and from the fair that day. Two thousand only, at three shillings each way, would have 
produced six hundred pounds! But, after all, the expense is so great that it is considered uncertain 
whether the establishment will ultimately remunerate the proprietors.  

Yet I have already heard that it already yields the shareholders a dividend of nine per cent and bills 
have passed for making railways between London and Birmingham and Birmingham and 
Liverpool. What a change will it produce in the intercourse! One conveyance will take between one 
hundred and two hundred passengers and the journey will be made in a forenoon! Of the rapidity of 
the journey I had better experience on my return, but I may say now that, stoppages included, it may 
certainly be made at the rate of twenty miles an hour!   

I should have observed before that the most remarkable movements of the journey are those in 
which the trains pass one another. The rapidity is such that there is no recognising the features of a 
traveller. On several occasions the noise of the passing engine was like the whizzing of a rocket. 
Guards are stationed on the road holding flags to give notice to the drivers when to stop. 

 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes 

Wanted: Parts wanted for 1904 Pope Tribune and curved dash Oldsmobile. Contact Lloyd Bailey  
lloydbailey@hotmail.co.uk  

Wanted: Articles for publication in The Bulletin. Contact The Editor editor@vccsa.org.au  

Wanted: Information, photographs, ephemera or anything at all that can add to the story of the 
Lewis Cycle and Motor Works and Vivian Lewis Limited. Particularly chasing photographs of: the 
Lewis mail cars of 1908, Lewis displays at the Show, interior shots of the factory or showroom, 
Mdlle Serpolette with her tricycle and Bertie Barr Smith with his 60 h.p. Napier. Please visit The 
Lewis Project at http://users.senet.com.au/~mitchell to see the story so far. Contact Leon Mitchell 
mitchell@senet.com.au (08) 8278 5120 

Dressing up for the Bay to Birdwood or London to Brighton? Two very stylish ladies have items 
that are surplus to requirements. Contact Phoebe Bell 82957177 or Elsa Cuppleditch 8392 4760. 


