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VCCSA members were out in force at this month’s London to Brighton Down Under, 
organised – splendidly as usual – by the Vintage Sports Car Club of South Australia. David 
Cant's newly-restored 1917 Studebaker came away with the Shannon Trophy. Not only will 
David receive a “free lunch” on the club at an upcoming event, we’ll even ask him to tell us 
about the car and the restoration in an up-coming Bulletin! Also due for a free lunch soon is 
new member Dave Potter who, other than for a spot of bad luck the week before the event, 
would have been there in his delightful 1909 De Dion. See you on the Norton Summit road, 
Dave? More London to Brighton photos inside. 

 

  Meetings 
 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early for a pre-
meeting chat.  

At this months’ meeting, November 5, David Chantrell will talk to us about local pioneers in the 
motor industry Duncan and Fraser Limited and their involvement with the Ford T. David has 
recently published a book on D&F, and he will have copies available at the meeting at the special 
price of $25 per copy. For a taster of David’s talk, see his article elsewhere in this issue. 
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  From the committee  
From the (acting) editor 

Dudley is back in Terra Australis, but in a magnanimous gesture he decided to leave his laptop computer for 
the benefit of the needy in Rome. While his insurance company deals with the consequences, I have been 
dobbed in to produce another edition of the Bulletin. Thanks to Frank Anderson, David Chantrell, Noal 
Mullins and Rob Elliott for contributions to this month’s issue. Unfortunately the articles folder is just about 
empty, and I’m sure that Dudley would appreciate any contributions – articles, photos, mysteries, rally 
reports, buy and sell advertisements.   Leon 

From the Treasurer 

Our finances are still satisfactory so we are keen to hear from members who have ideas as to how we can 
offer "benefits" such as the club DVDs. Three of the restoration DVDs were borrowed at the last meeting, 
but will be available again at the November meeting, as well as a DVD of the 2007 (real!) London to 
Brighton. We have paid our insurance premium, one of our major expenses, for the forthcoming year. The 
cost is approx $600 but we are covered for practically any eventuality, it is a policy which has been 
formulated by the Federation and tailored for clubs such as ours. We also propose to make a donation to the 
RSL Club who have generously allowed us to hold our meetings at their premises without charging us a 
formal hiring fee.  

Other matters 

We have invited the SCC Veteran Section and the Veteran and Vintage MCC to join us for the 7th 
December Norton Summit “Hill Climb” re-enactment. Both have acknowledged our invitation but it is the 
same day as the SCC Picnic so veteran owners will have to decide which event to attend (perhaps ours first 
before going on?). We have also been asked to publicise the All American Day on 15th February (same day 
as the All British Day) and the National Veteran Rally in the picturesque countryside south of Launceston in 
October 2010. Expressions of interest have been invited and we will have forms available at our November 
meeting. 

 

  Upcoming Events 
Sunday 

9 November 2008 
Clarendon Morning Run. Gather at 8:30 AM at the Coles Supermarket car 
park, Main Rd, Blackwood for a 9 AM departure to Clarendon. Morning tea 
at the river bend park.  

Sunday 
16  November 2008 

French Festival, Carrick Hill. Owners of French or Belgian cars or 
motorcycles are invited to attend this event on Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM. 
Free entry to driver and passenger. More details available from Howard. 

Sunday 
30  November 2008 

100th Anniversary of Tram No. 1’s Trial Run at the St Kilda Tramway 
Museum. Organisers are particularly keen to have some c1908 vehicles 
present on the day to be photographed with Tram No. 1. For details, see 
invitation attached to this Bulletin. 

Sunday 
7 December 2008 

Norton Summit Hill Climb. We are keen to make this annual event one of 
the highlights of the Club year, but to make that happen we need you to be 
there! Gather at 9:30 AM at the Tower Hotel car park for a 10 AM start. This 
year, after the ascent, we will have a short meander through the hills, finishing 
with a picnic lunch at the Mt. Lofty Botanic Gardens, enter from the lower 
gate. 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. This event is run under the auspices of the 
Association of Veteran Car Clubs in Australia. In 2009, the Sporting Car Club 
of South Australia is hosting the event centred on Naracoorte. Get moving on 
your entry now! Expressions of interest are available from the Club website, 
or the Sporting Car Club, or contact Julian McNeill.  
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  Ford Model T Centenary Rally, Echuca, 29 Sep. – 3 Oct. 2008 

The Model T Ford Club of Victoria organised the 
rally at Echuca to celebrate the Centenary year of 
Model T Ford production. We joined the rally with 
Arthur’s 1912 Tourer and a 1923 Depot Hack. Two 
hundred and seventy Fords were at the rally. No 
two were the same.  

Some of the most interesting cars were a model N 
and two 1908 model T’s. There was a wide range 
of body styles and it was interesting to view the 
evolution of the Model T from 1908 to 1927. The 
two 1908 Model T’s were the early two lever and 
two pedal type, instead of the one hand brake lever 
and three pedals that became the standard.  

The daily tours ranged from the local area around 
Echuca, to Bendigo and Shepparton, and along the 
river to Barham. One of our favourite places was 
Tongala, where we visited the Golden Cow, a 
working dairy established to inform and educate 
tourists. They also have a café which made great 
milkshakes and had a choice of thirty nine 
flavours. We became well known there, as for 
some reason, most days our cars would end up at 
the Golden Cow no matter where we were headed. 

T Fords at Echuca. Photo David Chantrell 

Day One: Kyabram   We had a great drive past. All 
the cars paraded down the main street. Half of the 
cars started from opposite ends and drove towards 
each other, filling the main street. 

Day Two  After leaving Torrumburry Weir our 
1923 Depot Hack started making a lot of noise of 
the “loose-in-a-drum” type. The Ford got a ride 
home where we found some bits from the starter 
motor had broken off and were rattling around the 
flywheel. After flushing out the filings and fishing 
out all the bits we could find, we managed to keep 
the car on the road for the rest of the week. 

Day Three: The Aquatic Reserve, Echuca  All the 
T’s were on public display grouped in the year of 
manufacture. All rally entrants were invited to vote 
on the best car for each era. Later in the day the T’s 
moved to Moama Sports Centre where they were 
arranged into the outline of the Centenary 100 
Logo and photographed from the air. 

Day Four  We decided not to drive to Bendigo as 
we were unsure if the Depot Hack would survive. 
We did our own tour and ended up at Stanhope for 
lunch. Today was “try our cooker day” Every Ford 
was given a cooker, a steel box that clips over the 
exhaust manifold. Place your meat and veg in the 
oven bag, three quarter fill the cooker with water 
and drive until the food is cooked! 

The cooker in place 

We had stopped at a park and two of the local kids 
were looking at the Fords. They had never seen 
cars like this before, and were intrigued when we 
removed our sweet corn, potatoes, meat and onions 
from a box under the bonnet. The kids were not 
shy about eating it. A local reporter heard there 
was old cars with wooden wheels at the park and 
came along for a story. Arthur was interviewed and 
his story published in the local paper 

Day Five:  Trip to Shepparton  The weather was 
windy but the heavy rain missed us, and we had 
another hot lunch cooked under the bonnet. We 
decided not to go to Shepparton and detoured to 
Tongala for one last milkshake at the Golden Cow. 

Six hundred people attended the final dinner was at 
the Rich River Golf Club. A presentation was 
made by Henry Ford, via the electronic media. 
Awards were presented and we were very surprised 
to pick up the Ford T Cooker prize! It was a great 
week and the organisers did a fantastic job. 

Noal Mullins 
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  Another mystery  

So was last month’s mystery motor too 
difficult? Or was the silence because you 
thought that everyone would recognise 
it? Noal is still waiting to put a name to 
his mystery boat anchor. 
This month we’re looking for a name to 
go with a rather unusual vehicle sighted 
in the Lewis factory in late 1905 or early 
1906. The sleigh-fronted body, cape cart 
hood well to the rear, and no visible 
means of steering are the obvious 
features. Unfortunately the wheels are 
hidden. Perhaps a “town car” of the 
period rather than a primitive? Are there 
other photos or references to a vehicle 
like this on the streets of Adelaide at the 
time?. Suggestions welcome!  

 
 

  More on The Lightning Conductor 
 

Frank Anderson gives us some background… 

How nice to see an article about “The Lightning 
Conductor” by C.N and A.M. Williamson in the 
Bulletin! I was given this book to read some fifty 
years ago and the same family who lent it to me 
had another book called “The Lightning 
Conductress” – written by someone else but the 
same theme. 

Although Alice M. Williamson did all of the 
writing of the books, she always included her 
husband Charlie – all of the books were credited to 
the couple! George Brooks wrote about the 
Williamsons when he came across an 
autobiography written by Alice after Charlie’s 
death in the 1920s. This book, written in about 
1931, was called “The Inky Way”. Many secrets 
were revealed, by reading between the lines it is 
obvious that Charlie was a “poobah” of the first 
order, a womaniser, gambler and layabout who 
lived off the work of his wife. 

Somewhere about the early 1900s, after the couple 
were married, Charlie was offered a job travelling 
all over Europe and sending articles and photos to 
be published back in London. A motor vehicle 
became necessary and Alice wrote that “we won’t 

have a Cadillac” but obtained a single-cylinder 
Benz (for a hundred and twenty pounds) which 
they nicknamed the “Bathtub” or the “Dachshund”.  

In one memorable passage Alice describes meeting 
“the magnificent Harvey” who persuades Charlie 
to exchange the Benz for an “Orient Express” 
which had seating for two and tiller steering. 
Somehow the couple made it to Italy but there the 
Orient was abandoned and, what is more, Charlie 
finds out that his London employers have gone 
broke! To finance their return to England, the 
resourceful Alice uses Charlie’s notes and photos 
to put together “The Lightning Conductor” which 
is an immediate success and later went into several 
reprints. Thus a new era commenced for the 
couple, they did many trips around Europe and 
Alice wrote at least another fifty books, most of 
them about cars, boats and aircraft. 

I once read an article about the manufacture of the 
“Orient Express” by Bergmann’s of Germany. 
There is a connection with South Australia in that 
the two Metallurgiques (a Belgian make) which 
used to be owned here (one by my late brother-in-
law) were actually built under licence by 
Bergmanns. 
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  A Brief History of Duncan and Fraser Limited, 1865 – 1927 
 

David Chantell gives us an overview, and a teaser 
for his recently-released book… 

In 1865, two Scotsmen formed the partnership of 
Duncan & Fraser. James Duncan, a coach builder 
by trade and James Fraser, a coach painter by trade 
quickly earned a reputation for quality at a 
reasonable price. Indeed, after less than 2 years in 
partnership they won the Gold Medal for the best 
carriage exhibited at the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Exhibition held in Adelaide in 1867.  

The partnership toiled hard in the early years and 
their efforts were rewarded in 1873 being 
commissioned to build 2 railway carriages. By 
1876 Adelaide was in desperate need of public 
transport and the Adelaide & Suburban Tramway 
Co. was formed. Very much like today the 
authorities of the day did not listen to local advice 
and fully imported the first 20 trams from Brill’s in 
New York. On arrival the trams were found to be 
unassembled, required painting and making ready 
for use.  Duncan & Fraser was the only company in 
Adelaide that had this type of experience and were 
invited to overcome the problem charging £20 per 
tram. From this point on all of Adelaide’s trams 
were locally built until quite recently. 

By 1884 the partnership sought larger premises to 
accommodate their growing coach and tram 
building businesses. Adjacent the railway line, 16 
acres were secured at Kilkenny where larger work 
would be carried out for many years. However, in 
1886 James Fraser fell gravely ill and suddenly 
passed away. James Duncan bought out the 
partnership for an undisclosed amount from his 
widow. 

In 1900 Lewis Cycle Works invited Duncan & 
Fraser to build the body on their first car. This is 
noted as being Duncan & Fraser’s first automobile 
body. In May 1903 James Duncan was overseas 
when he cabled his sons in the business: 

“...I can see a time when the automobile would 
oust the buggy from the roads...” 

He instructed them to hire a salesman as he had 
secured the Oldsmobile automobile agency. The 
Duncan’s answered an advert and sent their office 
boy to invite the person for an interview. The 

office boy was Fred Mann and the person 
employed was Bert Cheney. Both would have a 
profound impact in our state in the years to come. 

Duncan & Fraser had taken the step of arranging a 
showroom, complete with a salesman, spare parts, 
accessories, clothing and instruction, a first for our 
state. On 23rd September 1903 the “Curved Dash” 
5HP Oldsmobile arrived in Adelaide priced at 
£180. Unpacking the car presented the problem of 
how to drive it. Reading the manual and starting 
the engine the car leaped into the office. With no 
damage done, a company representative took the 
car around to Dr. Gunson where he took delivery 
of the first vehicle on the same day. 

 
1909 12/14 HP Argyll, SA reg #745 sold to Mr. P.J.A. Williams of 
Watchannie. His son Frank, an employee of Duncan & Fraser is 
driving at his wedding. 

Duncan & Fraser secured many car agencies 
including Orient Buckboard, Argyll, Standard, 
Singer, Chalmers and BSA. Their greatest coup 
was in April 1909 securing the distributorship 
rights of the Ford ‘T’ for South Australia and 
Broken Hill Ford. 

The Ford sold extremely well and by 1912 extra 
space was again sought. The Duncans decided to 
use public subscription and on 13th June 1913 the 
new company was fully registered becoming 
Duncan & Fraser Ltd. In 1919 horse drawn 
transport was discontinued in favour of the motor 
car. 

Ford Canada was unhappy about the Australian 
distributorships selling other makes of cars apart 
from the Ford. Following the company’s directive 
the Ford was annexed in October 1920. Duncan 
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Motors Ltd. was formed to sell the Ford with 
Duncan & Fraser Ltd. selling all other makes. 

 
Factory ca 1915 is the most widely published photo of the premises 
at 46 Franklin St. The cars are 20HP Ford ‘T’s fitted with “deluxe” 
coachworks. 

On 21st February 1923 disaster struck the company 
when the premises caught fire. At the time it was 
the largest fire in Adelaide and with a matter of just 
3 hours the premises at Franklin Street were totally 
destroyed. 

Businesses all around Adelaide offered their help. 
Although spread around town in temporary 
premises, Duncan & Fraser continued to trade. 
Within a few weeks of the fire they were 
assembling 8 cars per day including Fords and 
Studebakers. Through this period Ford Canada sent 
two delegates to Australia to investigate consumer 
complaints. 

By January 1924 Hubert French had arrived in 
Adelaide. Like the rest of Australia he was not 
impressed by the distributorships. However, he did 
concede that the bodies being built by Duncan & 
Fraser were the best he had seen on his travels. 
This did little to arrest his opinion. His report on 
the Australian operations was so damming that it 
changed the way that the Ford Motor Co. does 
business in Australia to this day.  

August 1924 saw the new 3 story factory on 
Franklin Street open for business. Heralded at the 

time as the largest, special built car factory in the 
state and coupled with their fully operational 
assembly line at Mile End, Duncan & Fraser were 
back in full production at minimum cost. These 
excellent purpose-built facilities were not what 
French wanted to see on his arrival and in March 
1925 the Ford Motor Company of Australia was 
formed with Hubert French as its first Managing 
Director. Ford Australia’s first Ford was assembled 
at the Dalgety Wool stores in Geelong and was 
fitted with an Adelaide made body built by Duncan 
& Fraser. 

 
The facade the morning after the fire 22nd February, 1923. 
Photo courtesy of the State Library of South Australia, B 46119 

By May 1926 the all steel body was being 
imported and assembled at the Geelong plant at 
Corio Bay. This effectively ended the Ford’s body 
building by any of the states. In the midst of the 
Great Depression Ford Canada announced in 
August 1927 that production of the Ford ‘T ’would 
cease. Ford Australia followed suit a week. Faced 
with not having a Ford car to sell for 12 months 
whilst the factory retooled for the model ‘A’, the 
Duncans made a business decision to cease trading. 
So after 62 years of solid work, Duncan & Fraser 
Ltd. retrenched all their employees and closed their 
doors for the last time. 
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  The “Bay to Birdwood” Run, 2008 
 

Rob Elliott give us his view… 

Due to reliability problems with myself, and not 
the Indian outfit I’d entered in the event, Diana and 
I drove to Birdwood in the Audi to enjoy the day 
rather than participate in the run itself. It was more 
enjoyable in some ways, as the traffic through the 
city, and the occasional erratic driver / rider, can be 
quite a chore on an old bike. 

Once we got there it was like the whole day had 
been planned for the Veteran Car Club, everywhere 
we turned we saw people from our club. We met 
Julian and Jane as we came in the front gate, not 
long after we saw David and Rosanna talking to a 
mutual friend from the Vintage and Veteran 
Motorcycle Club while we were checking out the 
vehicles. A mere moment later, we turned around 
to look at more of the vehicles and were hailed 
cheerily by Barry who was seated next to his Rover 
trying to co-opt a veteran enthusiast into joining 
our club.  

 
As we set off again we almost literally bumped 
into Howard, who was “on a mission” looking for 
Matt (who we’d just talked to in the event office).  
A bit later I stopped to talk to Terry, who explained 
that he and Julian were the final judges for the 
concours. The turnout of veteran vehicles wasn’t as 
high as I would have liked, but the range of cars 
and bikes still made it a terrific day out. The 
veterans are a bit hard to find amongst the scores of 
later vehicles, and I wonder if it wouldn’t be better 
viewing if the period classes of vehicles were 
grouped together? 

 
The concours vehicles are always worth a good 
drool though and this year was no exception. There 
was a beautiful, perhaps overdone, brilliant yellow 
1931 Packard which caught most people’s 
attention, but for me the clear winner was the 1941 
Afrikakorps BMW R12 outfit ridden by two 
“soldiers” dressed in German uniforms. 

 
They looked like they’d ridden through a time 
portal and into the Adelaide Hills (that’s the Dr. 
Who fan in me coming out); their sense of theatrics 
was wonderful to watch. The effort they’d put into 
getting the detail right was amazing.  

Terry later informed me that the outfit’s history 
had been researched and the bike had been 
replicated in its original form as a survey vehicle, 
right down to the hessian bag containing survey 
pegs. John Chittleborough and I had been joking 
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that it wasn’t a very good effort because they were 
probably smoking English, not German, tobacco in 
their pipes.  

After the event Terry informed me that they were 
probably were, as they’d gone to the trouble of 
replicating a period German matchbox label! I was 
also informed that one of the “soldiers’ was 
actually ex German Army; no wonder he had the 
right haughty expression! 

The Afrikakorps outfit won the day in the end, as 
I’d hoped they would. Terry and Julian apparently 
had a difficult job as the final judges, as some of 
the event “officials” were a bit aghast that they’d 
picked the R12 over the Packard. I’m glad they did 
though, as it was definitely a worthy effort  

 

  The Presidential Rudge 
A glimpse at the 1911 ½ Rudge… 

Many will know that Howard is getting close to finishing restoration of his 1911 Rudge – perhaps we shall 
see it tackling the Norton Summit in December? Just so we can check on the accuracy of his restoration, 
here is what looks like a factory photo of an early Rudge. But what year? Always a problem with the Rudge 
people, because changes didn’t seem to occur just once each year as you might imagine: in fact although 
motorcycle production started in January 1911, Rudge issued their 18th motorcycle catalogue just after the 
TT races in mid-1914. That’s something like five catalogues a year, and based on what I’ve seen no two are 
the same.  

 
I’ll go with “1911 ½” for this one. The original “1911” Rudge had the pedalling chain to the back wheel 
(the common practice for inferior brands) and didn’t have the “Rudge” name on the tank, but was otherwise 
similar to this one. The “gooseneck” carburettor from Brown and Barlow is a key 1911 feature, as the first 
model Senspray arrived in 1912. Other strange early features are the inlet tappet adjustment at the top of the 
push rod, and a brake calliper that lives with the mud inside the front guard. Like most late-1911 Rudges, 
our bike is fitted with the Rudge multi-plate clutch in the engine pulley. .    Leon 
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  Some more snaps from the London to Brighton 
 

Thanks are due to the Vintage Sports Car Club of South Australia for getting the veteran motorists of 
Adelaide out of bed early on October 26. A nice turn-out of cars – thanks to John Treloar and Rob Elliott for 
the photos, more of which appear on the bottom of page 6.  

 

    

    

    
 

 

 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes 

Wanted: Open CAV or Ruthardt magneto to suit 1911 Rudge. The correct CAV is brass, and does not have 
the usual Rudge extended splined shaft. Contact Howard Filtness (08) 8364 0229  

Wanted: Articles for publication in The Bulletin. Contact The Editor editor@vccsa.org.au  

Wanted: Information, photographs, ephemera or anything at all that can add to the story of the Lewis Cycle 
and Motor Works and Vivian Lewis Limited. Particularly chasing photographs of: the Lewis mail cars of 
1908, Lewis displays at the Show, interior shots of the factory or showroom, Mdlle Serpolette with her 
tricycle and Bertie Barr Smith with his 60 h.p. Napier. Please visit The Lewis Project at 
http://users.senet.com.au/~mitchell to see the story so far. Contact Leon Mitchell mitchell@senet.com.au 
(08) 8278 5120 
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TRAMWAY MUSEUM, ST. KILDA, S.A. 
 

Operated by Australian Electric Transport Museum (S.A.) Inc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Web: www.trammuseumadelaide.com.au 

ABN 29 440 648 854 
PO Box 213 
SALISBURY 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 
5108 

Phone: (08) 8280 8188 
Fax: (08) 8280 8528 

 

The Australian Electric Transport Museum (S.A.) Inc. (operators of the Tramway Museum at St Kilda, 
S.A.) invites you to attend the 100th Anniversary of Tram No. 1’s Trial Run at the Museum on St Kilda 
Road, St Kilda, S.A. on Sunday 30th November 2008 at 1.30pm.  

Adelaide’s first electric tram, No. 1, ran 
its first trial run along North Terrace on 
30 November 1908. 
Following successful trials, Adelaide’s 
electric tramway system opened on 9 
March 1909. 
Tram No. 1 is now preserved at the 
Museum and will re-create its trial run 
at 2.30pm. 
Prior to the re-created run, Tram No. 1 
will line up for photographs with the 
Museums other electric trams from 
1908-1909 – trams 10, 14, 15 & 42. 

 
 
The photo line up will also include vintage cars and motorcycles and bicycles of the same era with thanks to 
Vintage & Veteran Motor Cycle Club of SA and Veteran Car Club of SA 
 
Adelaide Model Rail Operators are setting up a model tram layout. 
 
Gates open at 10.00am and trams will continue to run until evening. 
 
Present this invitation for admission. 
 
BBQ from 12 noon 
 
Tearoom and book shop 
 
Line up time 1.30 
 
 
CS 15 October 2008 


