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  Happy Birthday, Tram No. 1 
 

  
 
Quite a crowd turned out for the 100th birthday celebrations for Tram No. 1, hosted by the 
Australian Electric Transport Museum (S.A.) Inc., operators of the Tramway Museum at St Kilda, 
on Sunday November 30. Not only were veteran, vintage and classic vehicles well represented, but 
the general public had responded to the excellent publicity that had been generated for the event, to 
the point where the car park was full to overflowing. Luckily the museum seemed to have an 
endless supply of trams to ferry the masses along the track, and around half a dozen headed off in 
convoy after the speeches and obligatory photographs, some of which appear inside. A most 
enjoyable day out! 
 

  Meetings 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early – say 7.30 – 
for a pre-meeting chat.  

This months’ meeting, Wednesday December 3, will be our last for the year, so please try to make it 
along! Larry Clarke will bring along a DVD of “the other London to Brighton Run”: the Pioneer 
Run for pre-1915 motorcycles. After a month off in January, meetings will resume on the first 
Wednesday in February, when Leon will talk to us about Bertie Barr Smith and his exploits with 
Big Napiers, Big Game Hunting, and Bleriot aeroplanes.  
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  From the committee  
From the (acting) editor 

Well it seems I am in the hot seat for another issue while Dudley settles back in after his overseas travels. 
Thanks to Frank Anderson, Barry Bahnisch, Roger Cross and Jenny Carter for contributions to this month’s 
issue. Please keep the contributions coming: perhaps take the pen and camera as you head out for the Norton 
Summit Climb. Unfortunately the October run down to Clarendon has passed unrecorded – it seems that 
collectively there was not a camera among the participants! A great pity, because the run out through 
Coromandel Valley, the climb and then descent into Clarendon is a very special veteran motoring 
experience. I certainly never tire of it. Judging from the look of satisfaction on the faces of the participants 
at the morning tea stop at the Clarendon Oval, everyone enjoyed the run. Or was it the offerings from the 
Clarendon bakery?    Leon 

Meanwhile the editor… 

…is exploring the poor running of his little AX Renault after the French Day at Carrick Hill. Suspecting 
petrol trouble, the carburettor is disassembled and the main jet inspected. As suspected, it is partially 
blocked, by – wait for it – an eyelash, whose curvature allows it to pass a good distance into the jet, but not 
all the way through. A French eyelash perhaps Dudley? One committee member asks if said lash is “jet 
black”. Ah the wit… 

Club DVDs… 

The restoration DVDs, dealing with body and sheet metal work, are proving popular and are currently all 
out on loan, to be returned at the meeting. There is also a very professional DVD of the 2007 London to 
Brighton (UK) – quite an astonishing collection of cars! , If you’d like to borrow a DVD, talk to Barry. 

Rally Calendar 

The Club rally program has been mapped out all the way through to the National Veteran Rally in May. The 
Norton Summit Hill Climb is a signature event: I’m sure those who have tried it will be there again, and if 
you’ve missed it so far, now is the time to find out what you have been missing! Strictly non-competitive of 
course, but great fun. Bring a picnic this year as we will travel on from the top of the hill through the scenic 
Picadilly Valley to the Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens. In the New Year, we have tried to accommodate the 
expected heat of Summer with breakfast runs, which have proved popular, with a full day run to the south in 
March.  

  Upcoming Events 
Sunday 

7 December 2008 
Norton Summit Hill Climb. We are keen to make this annual event one of 
the highlights of the Club year, but to make that happen we need you to be 
there! Gather at 9:30 AM at the Tower Hotel car park for a 10 AM start. This 
year, after the ascent, we will have a short meander through the hills, finishing 
with a picnic lunch at the Mt. Lofty Botanic Gardens, enter from the lower 
gate. 

Sunday 
11 January 2008 

Breakfast Run. Gather in the car park near Chloe’s Restaurant in Veale 
Gardens at 8:30 a.m. for a 9 a.m. start. Short run to breakfast venue.  

Sunday 
8 February 2008 

Breakfast Run. Details TBA. 
 

Sunday 
8 March 2008 

Southern Run. A full day run, leaving from Blackwood, taking in Clarendon, 
McLaren Vale, Willunga and the beaches. Planning is already underway – 
more details in the New Year. Put this date in your diary now! 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. Under the auspices of the Association of Veteran 
Car Clubs, the 2009 event in Naracoorte is being run by the Sporting Car 
Club. An entry form will be sent out with this Bulletin, or see the Club 
website, or the Sporting Car Club, or contact Julian McNeill.  



 
Bulletin  November 2008  Page 3 

 
 

  Lewis Car No. 1: a development history 

 

The first Lewis car made its public debut in 
November 1900. As the first car built in South 
Australia, and the first petrol-driven vehicle to run 
on Adelaide streets since Mlle. Serpolette's tricycle 
in 1898, it attracted an uncommon amount of press 
attention both at the time and through later 
“reminiscences”. 

The car served two important roles for Lewis: it 
was invaluable as both promotional tool and as a 
test bed for experimentation and development. 
Indeed the notion of “car number one” is a fluid 
one, as by the time the car was displayed at the 
1920 Adelaide Motor Show as a “relic” of the 
industry it was barely recognisable, with a third-
generation motor fitted to an extended chassis with 
modified transmission. 

 
Lewis Car No. 1, in air cooled form, c November 1900 

We first see the car in a famous photograph, 
surrounded by the staff of the Lewis Cycle and 
Motor Works, with Vivian Lewis at the wheel and 
Tom O'Grady in the passenger seat. We can guess 
that the photograph was taken around November 
1900 to coincide with the completion of the car. At 
this stage the car was powered, or perhaps 
“underpowered”, by the 2 h.p. air-cooled motor 
that O'Grady had built in late 1898 or early 1899. 
When this motor powered the Lewis motor triplet 
in March 1899 it was fuelled by kerosene ignited 
by hot-tube, but later that year it was modified to 
run on petrol with electric ignition and it was in 
this form that it was mounted in the car. We know 

that the photograph shows the air-cooled version of 
the car, because the finned cylinder can be seen 
clearly through the decorative open structure – 
either wicker or wire – that covers the motor 
without restricting air flow. No other photograph 
has been found of the car in air-cooled form. 

The car was still air-cooled when it was exhibited 
on the Lewis stand at the Autumn Show in March 
1901, where it attracted much attention.  

In a 1913 interview O'Grady recalled that “... later 
on a 6-h.p. engine was made and fitted”, and we 
can guess that this advance was made soon after 
the show. In July 1901 ‘Spokesman’ of the 
Advertiser was taken for a test drive in the Lewis 
car, which by now was “...of about 5 h.p.”. With 
the original motor, the car had a top speed of 14 
miles per hour and was restricted to the plains, but 
with the new motor it was said to be capable of 
“...nearly 20 miles per hour” and impressed the 
reporter with an ascent of the three-mile climb of 
the Belair hill “...in 17 minutes at the rate of 10.59 
miles per hour”. Since the new motor was water-
cooled, the front of the car was extensively rebuilt 
to fully enclose the motor and house the slightly 
canted radiator mounted above the chassis. A 
photograph of the car shows it in this form in 
November 1901, as does this illustration from the 
Chronicle, January 1902: 

 
In water-cooled form, January 1902 

No detail is known of the 5 h.p. motor, but from 
the small amount of space available between the 
firewall and the radiator it is fair to assume it was a 
single cylinder unit. The transmission was 
unchanged, still with belt drive to a countershaft 
behind the rear axle, from where spur gears drove 
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the wheels. By the time the car participated in a 
successful motor demonstration at the Adelaide 
Oval in October 1902 it appeared little changed 
from a year earlier. 

 
At the Adelaide Oval, October 1902 

The outing at the Adelaide Oval was one of the last 
public appearances of the first Lewis car, at least in 
it ‘second generation’ form. Motor car design was 
progressing, and the two-year-old car was 
outdated. A newspaper report of the event recorded 
that “Mr. V. Lewis has almost completed a car to 
carry four passengers, and fitted with an 8½ h.p. 
engine”, and it is likely that after the completion of 
this second car, the first was decommissioned. 

Surprisingly the car was extensively rebuilt before 
it was mothballed. By the time the car was shown 
as a “relic” of the industry at the Adelaide Motor 
Show in September 1920 it was much modified 
from its October 1902 form. Not only was a water-
cooled V-twin motor now fitted, but the chassis 
had been extended considerably to accommodate 
it, as evidenced by the position of the firewall 
relative to the front wheels. In fact the entire 
chassis concept had been revised from the earlier 
versions of the car. Originally the axles were 
rigidly mounted to the chassis, with the body 
sprung relative to all the running gear. This 
explains the slot in the body around the steering 
column of the car (see second photo): it must have 
been an interesting ride as the body bounced 
around the unsprung steering wheel! In its ‘third 
generation’ (V-twin) guise, the front axle at least 
was suspended in the ‘normal’ way, but in the 
absence of a photograph the configuration at the 
rear end of the car remains unknown. 

It seems that the transmission also received some 
much-needed modernisation: the control system, 
with the horizontal lever near the steering wheel, 
hints at De Dion heritage. Given the fore-and-aft 
mounting of the twin engine, and the presence of a 
belt pulley on its mainshaft, it is possible that the 
De Dion controls were attached to an early De 
Dion gearbox (from one of the vis-à-vis 
voiturettes), as these were designed for use with 
the engine shaft transverse in the chassis. 

 
At the 1920 Motor Show 

So when did these major modifications take place? 
The angular surround for the front-mounted 
radiator (possibly that of the 1902 car) would be 
‘old hat’ by 1905, suggesting that development 
continued after the car came off the road at the end 
of 1902. Newspapers of the day supply supporting 
evidence. The following advertisement appeared in 
the Evening Journal, 13 May 1904: 

“Motor Car, two cylinders, 6-h.p. engine, seat 
three, recently overhauled. Lewis Cycle Works” 

The Register in February 1905 carried this one:  

“Motor Car, 2-cylinder, bargain, £75 Lewis Motor 
House, Victoria square” 

Now £75 for a 2-cylinder car was indeed a serious 
bargain in 1905, when a 5 h.p. (single) Humberette 
was £140, and a De Dion or a Talbot twin (at most 
a year old, and rated significantly more than 6 h.p.) 
was £400 new! This begs the question “What 2-
cylinder car could be offered for sale at £75 in 
early 1905?” 

The likely answer is that the advertisements were 
offering “Lewis Car Number 1” in its final form – 
sadly unsaleable in a world of ever-more 
sophisticated vehicles. Was the car ever used in 
this form? No photo or description has been found 
so far, but the search continues. 

Leon Mitchell  http://users.senet.com.au/~mitchell  
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  W.S. Robison and the Rolls Royce 
 

W.S. Robinson was born in 1876 in Melbourne. 
His brother Lionel Robinson became a stockbroker 
on the London Stock Exchange. 

In the year 1908, when W.S. visited his brother in 
England, W.S. was amazed to travel extensively in 
an open-chain-drive car with no protection to the 
front seat where W.S. was sitting with the 
chauffeur.  As W.S. writes in his book, his partner 
had a Delaunay-Belleville car and his brother’s 
vehicle was a Clement-Talbot.  When it was 
necessary for W.S. to buy a car, he purchased a 
Daimler on condition that it had a full protection 
body for the chauffeur and all occupants.  W.S. 
was sent to H.J. Mulliners at Chiswick Park who 
followed instructions in the design and building a 
fully enclosed car body: it was referred to as a 
limousine. 

Some weeks after the Daimler was on the road, 
W.S. received a letter from Buckingham Palace 
asking whether there would be any objection to a 
similar body being built for the Daimler used by 
Royalty.  Within a year most luxury vehicles were 
all sporting limousine bodies. 

Whatever happened to the Daimler is not 
explained, but it was decided a Rolls-Royce should 
be the next vehicle.  Business pressure seems to be 
the reason.  The story explains: W.S. was induced 
to buy a Rolls-Royce; Lord Wargrave was then 
Chairman of Rolls-Royce and was on the Board of 
Directors of a company of which W.S. was 
Managing Director.  The sales department of Rolls-

Royce in Conduit Street was managed by Murray 
Smith, W.S. requested the vehicle should be fitted 
with a “self-starter”. “No!” was the reply; standard 
equipment was a handle in front, the end of the 
handle fitting into a leather cup, and that was that!  

W.S. Robinson got Lord Wargrave on the side one 
day and expressed his views on “self-starters” on 
Rolls-Royce vehicles.  The outcome was a “self-
starter” would be fitted to a Rolls-Royce without 
guarantee to its efficiency and providing W.S. paid 
the costs of the blueprints.  W.S. readily agreed. 

The vehicle was delivered with the handle under 
the seat in case of emergency, but the self-starter 
worked splendidly.  W.S. Robinson had the first 
Rolls-Royce fitted with a self-starter.  In due 
course W.S. received a bill for £2-12-6d for the 
blueprints. 

W.S. told Lord Wargrave he not only would not 
pay the bill but would make a claim of royalty on 
any Rolls-Royce fitted with a self-starter in the 
future.  Lord Wargrave suggested he pay the bill – 
it was stated the sales people got very irritated if 
you teased them! 

Note:  This story is based on a passage from the 
book “If I remember rightly: the memoirs of W.S 
Robinson, 1876-1963” edited by G. Blainey.  I 
found it very interesting to think that an Australian 
could have taken legal action over a self-starter for 
Rolls-Royce – all this exactly 100 years ago! 

Frank Anderson 
 

  And speaking of centenaries… 
 

We are passing through an era thick with 
centenaries relevant to our special interest. Some 
are inescapable – like the Dutton Talbot South-to-
North Crossing and the T Ford celebrations this 
year – while others like the W.S. Robinson story 
related above by Frank would slip by unnoticed 
unless brought to our attention. Do you have a 
favourite centenary? Let’s hear about it! Most of us 
have a very obvious one as our veteran vehicle 
reaches its 100th birthday. Why not take the 
opportunity to write an article about your “birthday 
boy” (or girl if you have a French car!) for the 
Bulletin? 

One well-known centenary will occur in February 
2009 when we’ll celebrate Bertie Barr Smith and 
Murray Aunger’s record breaking Melbourne to 
Adelaide drive in the 60 h.p. Napier with a talk at 
the Club meeting. Less well known is that while 
Bertie and Murray were scorching through the 
South East on their way to Adelaide, motorcycle 
clubman extraordinaire Alfred Moyle was putting 
along in the opposite direction on his water-cooled 
Lewis motorcycle, on his way to completing a solo 
ride from Adelaide to Melbourne in no particular 
hurry. Perhaps not as spectacular as the Barr Smith 
– Aunger effort, but still worth remembering. 
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  A Motor Tour to Mannum, 1905 
It’s always a challenge to come up with 
interesting rally routes, but perhaps we could do 
worse than revisit some of the tours of old. This 
one, described by Freewheel in the Cycling 
column of the “Evening Journal”, Saturday 11th 
February 1905 would make a pleasant tour, even 
today… 

Last Saturday a most enjoyable motor trip was 
engineered by Mr. Gus Dippe, of the Lewis Cycle 
Works. The party, comprising Messrs. Dippe, 
Fischer, Prevost, Searcy, Hogan and Joyner left the 
city at 2.45 via Anstey’s Hill. Lovely running was 
made through splendid country via Tungkillo and 
Palmer to the destination, Mannum, the last 10 
miles being done in record time. Mannum was 
reached at 6.20. A good time was spent on the 
river, where several of the part showed their novice 
form at sculling, and, not content with catching 
crabs, ventured their skill at the local shooting 
gallery, with little effect on the target. Goodbye 
was said to the Mannum folk at 10.20 the next 
morning, and after 10 miles’ solid unbroken uphill 
work, Palmer was reached 40 minutes later. After 
10 minutes for refreshments the task of 
surmounting the formidable three-mile hill out of 
Palmer was successfully accomplished, and 
Blumberg was again reached at 12.20 p.m. With 
the dangerous state of the roads beyond 
Gumeracha in view, it was decided to finish the 
trip via Mount Torrens, and the perfect roads 
through this township and on to Oakbank amply 
compensated for the slightly increased distance. 
Here a 10 minutes’ stay with Mr. Beasley was all 
too short. A short deviation from the straight route 
found the party at Hahndorf in time for afternoon 

tea. A leaky valve, some thirsty throats and a pretty 
township were responsible for an hours’ halt. 
Another start and immediately the well-known 
Germantown Hill fronted the motor, but was taken 
steadily and surely. A down grade to Bridgewater, 
then a hill, another and yet another, four miles 
freewheeling, three miles flat, and the city was 
reached at 6 p.m. after a trip thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. 

Postscipt: Gus Dippe (or perhaps more correctly 
Gus von der Dippe) was involved with Lewis from 
the early days. In 1897 he was part of the three-
member team that rode the “old” Lewis cycle 
triple (for a while there were two – the other, 
obviously, known as the “new” triplet) pacing 
cyclists at the Jubilee Oval in Adelaide. He was the 
Secretary of the Adelaide Bicycle Club in 1904, 
and organised a cycling tour of the Fleurieu 
Peninsula for the club in December that year. His 
organisation was praised, as was the “valuable yet 
judicious use he made of his Lewis motor (car, 
presumably) in assisting his club fellows”. Gus 
was obviously a trusted driver for Lewis. In 
January 1905 he was in charge of a party of three 
Lewis hire cars that went to the Clare Races, and 
drove one of the cars. In February he conducted 
the tour to Mannum described above, and in May 
the same year he drove one of Vivian Lewis's De 
Dions, a 6 h.p., in the Automobile Club reliability 
trial, with Walter Torode, doyen of Lewis 
motorcyclists, on board as an observer for the final 
stage. Let’s hope that for the Mannum tour, with 
six grown men on board, he was able to use the 12 
h.p. De Dion which was in the Lewis hire car fleet 
at the time!  

 

  A technical tip 
Barry Bahnisch provides advice on flashing… 
After over ten years of awkward hand signals and 
so on I have finally relented and am in the process 
of fitting direction indicators and a stop light to my 
1912 Rover. Since it has a battery (for the starter 
motor, etc.) the basics are there so it simply comes 
down to switches and lamp units. Apart form the 
convenience, there are also safety issues. The 
handbrake is, of course, on the right hand side so 
the right hand has to operate the brake and indicate 
at more or less the same time – it is all a bit frantic. 

The stop light, too, will give following motorists an 
indication of my intentions. A wide range of lamp 
units, normally intended to fit trailers and suchlike, 
are available including the latest LED type. I chose 
some fairly large conventional lamps and am 
mounting them on a “crossbar” which will be 
attached to the rear number plate. I already have 
headlights (quartz-halogen globes in the burner 
mountings) and a tail lamp (by replacing the font 
with my home-made globe assembly) and these 
will be unaffected. 
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  More photos form the Tramway Museum, 30 November 2008 

  
Two motorcycles with something in common: both use Belgian engines and British cycle parts! The 1905 
Coventry Challenge (left) uses a Belgian Minerva motor, French Longuemare carburettor and British Chater 
Lea cycle parts, while the 1903 Kelecom (right) uses a Belgian Antoine motor, Belgian FN carburettor, and 
British B.S.A. cycle parts. 

  
Napier and Ford display different forms of elegance. 

  Seen at Bendigo Swap Meet, 15-16 November 2008 

  
Veteran Hillman radiator Collier (Matchless) branded JAP twin motor, c1912 
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  A French Mystery 
This month’s mystery is sent in by Roger Cross 
and is based on a “picture of Edwardian Elegance” 
taken from L’Illustration, May 1908: 

 
Roger’s wife Jenny Carter has translated the 
caption: “The garden exit leading to the “Terrasse 
de Saint-Germain”. Wonderfully situated on the 
embankment overlooking the Seine, and backed by 
the Saint-Germain Forest, the “Pavillon Henri IV” 
has its historic past as much as its matchless setting 
to thank for making it the most elegant and popular 
meeting place in the outskirts of Paris.” 

The mystery is, of course, can anyone identify the 
car? 

 
 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes

Wanted: Open CAV or Eisemann magneto to suit 
1911 Rudge. The correct CAV is brass, and does 
not have the usual Rudge extended splined shaft. 
The Eisemann item is shown below. Contact 
Howard Filtness (08) 8364 0229  

 
 

Wanted: Articles for publication in The Bulletin. 
Contact The Editor editor@vccsa.org.au  

 

 

For Sale: Just the thing for your next outrageous 
veteran project: a 2.2:1 differential from any 
unknown early vehicle. Any ideas what it is from? 
Not to worry, buy it anyway! Contact Leon 
Mitchell mitchell@senet.com.au (08) 8278 5120 

  
 

For Sale: Sunbeam Tiger 1965. SA car with the 
lot! Recent full restoration. Hard top, soft top, 
tonneau. Original spares include set of steel wheels 
and original steering wheel. Red, and more power 
than is required! Contact Phil Keane (08) 8277 
2468  
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Name 

Address 

Phone Number 
 

Mobile 

Email 

ADULTS 
No. attending 

CHILDREN 
No. attending 

Preferred names for name tags Preferred names for name tags 

  

  

  

  

  

VEHICLE DETAILS 

Year Make HP Body Type 

DECLARATION 
I hereby declare that I/we are entering this event in the knowledge that the Sporting Car Club 
of South Australia Inc. and the organisers of the Rally will in no way be held responsible for 
the loss or damage to my vehicle(s), parts or accessories, or personal effects or monies. I/we, 
the entrant(s), on behalf of all those persons listed on this entry form, waive the right of action 
at law against the Sporting Car Club of South Australia or the organisers of the event. I certify 
that the above vehicle is an authentic historic vehicle as determined by: 
 
.......................................................eg AVCCA/Car Club        Engine/Frame No: ....................  
Entrant’s signature Date 

CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES IS 18 JANUARY 2009 
AFTER WHICH A LATE FEE OF $40 WILL APPLY UP UNTIL 18 MARCH 2009 

Note: Please include a good quality colour photograph of your 
vehicle and a paragraph on its history.  

Please send to the following email address:  
scc-naracoorte-2009-rally@googlegroups.com 
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 No. 

attending 
per  

person Total 

RALLY ENTRY FEE (VEHICLE AND 2 ADULTS) 
(includes Welcome Reception for 2, morning teas for Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Rally Pack and Rally Badge.) 

   
 

$100.00 
Additional adults   $50.00  
Children under 12  $20.00  
    
SUNDAY    
 Welcome reception at the Naracoorte Town Hall  Included in entry fee 
    
MONDAY    
 Struan House entry (gold coin donation on the day)    
 Bourne’s Bird Museum entry  $4.00  
 Morning tea  Included in entry fee 
 Lunch at Bool Lagoon CFS  $14.00  
    
TUESDAY    
 Morning tea at Kybybolite Oval  Included in entry fee 
 Naracoorte Caves:  Victoria Cave  $10.00  
 OR  Alexandra Cave  $10.00  
 Lunch at the Caves Café  (a) Buffet  $17.50  
 OR  (b) Gourmet Baguettes  $12.50  
    
WEDNESDAY    
 Morning tea  Included in entry fee 
 Lunch at The Poplars Winery, Coonawarra  $22.00  
    
THURSDAY    
 Lucindale Museum  $3.00  
 Morning tea at Lochaber Hall  Included in entry fee 
 Lunch at Lucindale Country Club  $18.00  
 Evening Meal at Naracoorte Vehicle Club (BYO drinks)  $20.00  
    
FRIDAY    
 Morning tea at Apsley School  Included in entry fee 
 Lunch at   Edenhope  $5.00  
 Rally Dinner at Naracoorte Town Hall (BYO drinks)  $30.00  
    

SUB TOTAL   

DEDUCT $20 IF EXPRESSION OF INTEREST ALREADY PAID - -$20.00 

ADD $40 LATE FEE if entry submitted after January 18, 2009 + $40.00 

 
TOTAL 

  

 

Please make cheques etc. payable to The Sporting Car Club of SA. 
All entries to the Sporting Car Club of SA Inc. 51 King William Road, Unley SA 5061. 

Enquiries to Diane Pyle Tel: (08) 8371 2219 OR mobile 0427 719 153 or email djpyle1@bigpond.com 

Method of payment:  (Please tick)   Cheque / Money order �             Visa �     Master Card �  
 

Expiry date: ...................................      Card No: ............................................................................................  
 

Name on card: ............................................      Signature: .................................         Date: ........................  


