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Bulletin Editor:  Leon Mitchell 8278 5120  editor@vccsa.org.au  

Address for Correspondence: 
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  Norton Summit Hill Climb,  

  

  
 

  Meetings 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early – say 7.30 – 
for a pre-meeting chat.  

There is no meeting in January, but meetings will resume on the first Wednesday in February, 
when Leon will talk to us about Bertie Barr Smith and his exploits with Big Napiers, Big Game 
Hunting, and Bleriot aeroplanes.  
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  From the committee  
From the (acting) editor 

It’s official – the committee has been rendered useless by the excesses of Christmas, with turkey and 
pudding being particularly damaging this year. As a result, there is no committee meeting this month, and 
hence not too much to report! 

Thanks to David Cant, Tony Beavan, Phil Keane and Matthew Lombard who, in response to my comments 
last month about the lack of photos from the Clarendon Run, sent in not only spectacular photos of the 
Norton Summit Hill Climb, but also some of the Clarendon event. I can’t use them all in the Bulletin (as the 
file size gets too large to email comfortably) but when I get the chance I’ll put them up on the club website. 
Thanks also to John Hancock, Peter Allen and Terry Parker for their input to this issue. 

We’re heading across the Hay Plain in the morning (by modern vehicle) to visit family up north, but 
regardless of where you welcome in the New Year, I hope it brings with it joy for all! 

Leon 

 

Rally Calendar 

After the tremendous success of the Norton Summit Hill Climb in December, the New Year is full of 
promise for more enjoyable rallying. Despite no club meeting in January, we will have a short breakfast run 
to get the year started. Because of the All British Day falling on our usual rally weekend, we won’t have a 
formal club run in February, except for a run out to Uraidla for anyone blessed (or afflicted) with a British 
vehicle. Our March rally will be a full-day run to the Southern Vales, including a run along the beachfront. 
The route is planned to keeps us off the main roads, so it should be just the things to stretch the legs of your 
veteran before the National Rally at Naracoorte in March. If you haven’t yet entered for Naracoorte, now is 
the time! 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
11 January 2008 

Breakfast Run. Gather in the car park near Chloe’s Restaurant in Veale 
Gardens at 8:30 a.m. for a 9 a.m. start. Short run to breakfast venue. 
  

Sunday 
8 February 2008 

All British Day. Entries have officially closed, but all details can be found at 
http://www.allbritishday.com/  
 

Sunday 
8 March 2008 

Southern Run. A full day run, leaving from Blackwood, taking in Clarendon, 
McLaren Vale, Willunga and the beaches. Planning is already underway – 
fish and chips at the Star of Greece on the beachfront sounds inviting! More 
details next month. Put this date in your diary now! 
 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. Under the auspices of the Association of Veteran 
Car Clubs, the 2009 event in Naracoorte is being run by the Sporting Car 
Club. An entry form was sent out with the November Bulletin, or but if you 
missed it see the Club website, or the Sporting Car Club, or contact Julian 
McNeill (contact details on front page of the Bulletin).  
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  Swedish Gregoire Centenary Rally 

 

John Hancock experiences the international 
brotherhood  of the Gregoire… 

With apologies to Rodgers and Hammerstein but 
this tale requires us to “…start at the very 
beginning. A very good place to start.” 

In the midst of a typical Australian summer in the 
mid 1990s I received a phone call from Melbourne 
asking if it would be possible for a “fellow 
Gregoire owner” who was visiting Australia to fly 
to Adelaide to see my Gregoire. 

Arrangements were duly made and on a hot Friday 
morning Lars Klein from Sweden arrived in 
Adelaide for a whistle-stop 3-day visit and so 
began an enduring, albeit, long distance friendship. 

The links between the owners and the two cars 
became even stronger when it was realised that 
Lars’ Gregoire is vehicle number 5504 and mine is 
5514 indicating that while they may not necessarily 
have been  in the factory in France on the same day 
they were certainly “closely related”. 

Fast forward to January 2008 and an invitation 
arrives in the post at Millswood asking if I would 
be able to travel to Uppsala in Sweden to attend a 
special rally to commemorate the 100th “birthday” 
of the Swedish Gregoire. 

A quick check of the bank balance and passport 
and the invitation was accepted with a date of 
Tuesday, 20 May set for the rally. 

It was mixed feelings I flew out of Adelaide bound 
for the other side of the world to visit a (now) 86 
year old man who’s grasp of English was only 
slightly more than my knowledge of Swedish 
which amounted to being able to say “hello”, 
“thankyou” and “goodbye”. 

It was enormous relief that upon arriving in 
Stockholm before catching the train north to 
Uppsala that I discovered English has been a 
compulsory second language in Swedish schools 
for half a century. 

This meant that there was no shortage of able 
translators only too willing to use their English 
language skills to assist when Lars and I were 
together. 

Despite his age Lars lives alone in a three-storey 
house outside the historic university town of 
Uppsala. 

Alone, that is, apart from a very fractious cat which 
finally decided it liked me and started to bite me 
after a few days (a good sign I was assured) and 
garages for his 1908 Gregoire, 1930 Austin “7”, 
several motorbikes belonging to a son and his latest 
project, an 1899 De Dion Bouton. 

I could only stay a few days with Lars but his 
children and grandchildren took me in tow and 
gave me quick guided tours around Sweden in the 
lead-up to the rally and made me feel like one of 
the family. 

The most difficult part of the trip was adjusting to 
the Swedish weather with sunrise at about 4am and 
sunset after 9.30pm and “night time” really just a 
dark twilight. 

But it is this weather pattern that allows the 
Swedes to hold mid-week rallies starting late 
afternoon and finishing well into the night. 

Tuesday the 20th dawned with bright sunshine but 
the Swedish rally gods must have been miffed by 
the presence of this Australian interloper so come 
rally time the heavens opened, the temperature 
dropped to 6 degrees and sensible people scurried 
for cover – or at least a covered car. 

 
In deference to his age and the weather Lars 
reluctantly surrendered the driving of the “birthday 
girl” to his eldest son Petr and invited me to ride 
shotgun in his stead. 

It was wet and cold and incredible. 
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We drove through the storms heading northwards 
towards the Arctic circle – thankfully we only had 
to go as far as a 17th century mill around 20 
kilometres from Uppsala - but I swear we passed a 
polar bear bemoaning the delay in the onset of 
global warming heading in the other direction. 

Lars and Petr were not sure how many members 
from the local historic car club would venture out 
in such weather but were hopeful the significance 
of the day would encourage them. We arrived at 
the mill to see an empty car park but within 
minutes other vehicles (and thankfully the sun) 
started to arrive and arrive and arrive. 

By 7pm well over 100 vehicles spanning the 20th 
century had arrived ranging from frog-like 
Messerschmitt to very early Saab to drop head 
Mercedes to “T” model Fords and a massive V12 
Cadillac. Oh, and a few Volvo. 

The sun continued to shine and the cars continued 
to arrive. A string quartet appeared and entertained 
the growing crowd. A special presentation was 
made to Lars, flowers were presented to the 
Gregoire, and a mad German friend of Lars who 
had driven 700 kilometres to be there for the event 
wandered through the crowd offering everyone 
beer to toast the “old girl”. 

And I just wandered around enjoying the 
experience and trying to catch as much sun as 
possible in an attempt to dry my clothes and thaw 
my bones. 

All too soon the day came to an end and we made 
our way back to Uppsala through the evening 

sunshine and the following morning I packed my 
bags and headed home to Adelaide via Stockholm, 
Frankfurt and Singapore. 

It was a hectic trip with too little time to rest and 
really enjoy the sights but I was honoured to have 
been invited to this special day for a very special 
old man and a special old car. 

 
Lars is only too aware that at 86 his days of 
rallying are drawing to a close but he has his heart 
set on one more great adventure. The 2009 London 
to Brighton Run in England. 

His family is helping him with the final work on 
the De Dion readying it for the trip. 

Lars and I both shed some tears when I left but we 
still hope to catch up one more time. 

I have promised him I will be in Brighton in 2009 
to cheer him and the De Dion into town. 

God willing we can both be there to celebrate the 
event. 

 

 

Selective breeding in Australia has 
produced more colourful varieties of 
Gregoire: John’s car at the start of the 
recent Norton Summit Hill Climb. As 
proof of performance to match looks, the 
car later crested the summit – via the 
steeper Old Road – in fine style.   

More on Lars’ 1899 De Dion Bouton vis-à-vis next month… 
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  Amusement for the holidays 
 

If you’re an “internet person”, here are three sites worth a visit during the holidays. If not, take this page 
with you when you next visit the children/grand children – they’ll get you started in no time! 
 

 

Image 51470 from “The 
Garage”: USA imported 
Studebaker 1916 model tourer. 
Customised horse radiator cap 
and small flags. Norman 
Olsen's wife Pricilla, (Minnie) 
is in the back and eldest 
daughter, Pricilla, beside him. 

 

http://www.slq.qld.gov.au/info/car/garage 
‘The Garage’ at the State Library of Queensland has a marvellous collection of early Queensland motoring 
photos from the John Oxley Library. Don’t miss the 1902 Trevethan, the first car made in Queensland. 
 
 

 

Motor: huge. Bodywork: 
minimal. Typical of the 
photographs on the “Pre-1914 
racing cars” pages. 

 

http://www.forum-auto.com/sport-auto/theme40/sujet378408.htm 
This is a “thread” from a French discussion group: don’t worry if you don’t read French because it’s the 
photos that are of interest. The subject under discussion is “Pre-1914 racing cars”, and the photos are 
extraordinary! There are five long pages to scroll through. Beware: viewing these pages may leave you 
dissatisfied with your current veteran car. 
 

 

The St Louis Motordrome, from 
the Thomas Kempland 
Collection. 

 

http://www.usgennet.org/usa/mo/county/stlouis/kempland/glassplate.htm  
The Thomas Kempland Collection of Glass Plate Photographs of St. Louis 1914-1917 is eclectic and 
superb. Control your urge to look at the photos of train wrecks and aeronautical balloons until after you’ve 
looked through the dozen-or-so photos of the “Motordrome”. You’ll have to scroll a fair way down the page 
to find them. Simply stunning!  
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  And a bit of nostalgia from the antique shop… 
 

Peter Allen supplied these four photos, purchased recently from a local antique shop. Obviously taken at 
early veteran motoring events, it’s an interesting reminder that the veteran movement has been active for a 
very long time. Terry Parker kindly looked at the photos, and found some similarities between the vehicles 
here and those being rallied in South Australia c1953. It is not known what event or events are depicted, but 
the De Dion Bouton was pictured, in very similar trim, at an event organised by the Advertiser in 1953. In 
2008 the Swift, the buggy and the De Dion are all 100+ years old, but in 1953 they were yet to turn 50! 
 

 
An early Swift, possibly the single cylinder model 
sometimes driven by R.P. Sundquist. It was later 

restored (in bright blue) and rallied by George Bell. 
 

 
A seemingly “as found” buggy. Not the Vinall vehicle, 
which had in-tact upholstery when found. Can anyone 

identify it? Note entry no. 6. 
 

 
Twin cylinder De Dion Bouton once owned by 

E.O.Cheek, who ran a butcher’s shop at Payneham 
where the car stood out the back. Ken Walker drove it 
in 1953, and by 1961 owned it. It was later owned by 

Bill Bickford, and was sold interstate. 

 
A Studebaker (entry no. 33), a Ford (entry no. 25) and 
a glimpse of something with the engine visible at the 

front! While the first three photos have a certain 
sameness to the prints, this one is perhaps from a 

different era? 
So the challenge for this month: can anyone supply more details to add to, or even correct, the information 
supplied by Terry? Where and when were the events? Are there stories to be told about the cars? 
 
We’re all familiar with the challenge of identifying period photos of veteran cars (thanks to Julian McNeill 
for suggesting that last month’s mystery car at the Pavillion Henri IV outside Paris looks to be a Mors), but 
perhaps we need to look a little closer at some of the photos that have survived from “the in-between years”. 
Terry suggested that we could hold a “nostalgia night” at one of our monthly meetings, where we used 
collective wisdom to try to put captions together with photographs of cars, motorcycles and people at early 
veteran motoring events. In some ways it might prove more satisfying than identifying period photos: at 
least most of the vehicles that made it to the early rallies have survived to the present day. Any interest? 
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  To Mannum by motor cycle, February 1904 

 
Continuing our series of “period” rally routes. 
Last moth we went to Mannum by De Dion Motor 
Car; this time we take a ride to the same 
destination with Walter Torode on his Lewis-
Minerva ‘clip-on’ motor cycle, as described in the 
Advertiser, Friday February 12, 1904… 

Mr. Walter C. Torode on Wednesday visited his 
quarry at Burdett, Murray River, on his motor 
cycle. From Aldgate to Murray Bridge was 
traversed in two hours. The motor was taken to 
Burdett in the steamer Tyro. From Burdett quarry 
Mr. Torode to Mannum ferry, and after crossing 
the Murray River in the ferry boat, a start was 

made for Aldgate. The total distance travelled on 
the motor exceeded 100 miles in six hours, the 
actual cost for power being 2/. Mr. Torode 
considerers that for long distance journeys in 
country towns on good roads the motor cycle has 
no equal for travellers or tourists.  

 

So there’s a challenge for you, Mr. Rally Master: 
finding a paddle steamer to take up upstream to 
Burdett may not be as easy as it once was!

 

  Another up-coming centenary  
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  More from Norton Summit Hill Climb 
This year’s event, our third, was blessed with excellent weather and arguably the largest turn-out to date, 
with vehicles ranging in performance from the Radloff single-cylinder 1905 Rover car to a glorious Pope V-
twin motorcycle.  

  
The experiment of continuing on from the Summit to the green and leafy Mt. Lofty botanic gardens was a 
great success, even if the pilot of one of the lesser-powered vehicles was heard to describe the climb of the 
Norton Summit road as an interesting warm up to the more serious hills that followed! Perhaps some tuning 
of the route may help… Will we be back next year? Count me in! 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes

For Sale: 1911 15 h.p. Napier. Very good order, 
included on the Napier register, retaining all the 
original brassware etc. Contact Stephen Mckay 
periodstyle02@yahoo.com.au  

 

Wanted: Bosch ZU6, ZH6 HT 
cap and rotor, or magneto with 
these parts. Also a primer like 
this one to complete the set. 
Two flats to take ¼ W spanner, 
1.450” high above the thread, 
bowl about 0.825” diam. Swap 
or buy. Contact Terry Parker 
tgparker@bigpond.net.au (08) 
8331 3445  

 

 

Wanted: Front axle assembly for 1912 12hp. 
Clegg Rover. Contact Ken Davis (08) 9390 6049 
trrisk.ken@bigpond.com (Ken is in WA.) 

 

Wanted: Articles for publication in The Bulletin. 
Contact The Editor editor@vccsa.org.au  

 

For Sale: Just the thing for your next outrageous 
veteran project: a 2.2:1 differential from any 
unknown early vehicle. Any ideas what it is from? 
Not to worry, buy it anyway! Contact Leon 
Mitchell mitchell@senet.com.au (08) 8278 5120 

  
 

For Sale: Sunbeam Tiger 1965. SA car with the 
lot! Recent full restoration. Hard top, soft top, 
tonneau. Original spares include set of steel wheels 
and original steering wheel. Red, and more power 
than is required! Contact Phil Keane (08) 8277 
2468  


