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  Photos from the Breakfast Run, 11 January 2009 
 

  

  
 

  Meetings 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early – say 7.30 – 
for a pre-meeting chat. The next meeting is Wednesday 4th February, when Leon will talk to us 
about Bertie Barr Smith and his exploits with Big Napiers, Big Game Hunting, and Bleriot 
aeroplanes. This year marks the 100th anniversary of Barr Smith and Murray Aunger’s record-
breaking trip from Melbourne to Adelaide in the wonderful 60 h.p. Napier. 
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  From the committee  
 

From the President 

Thank you –    As most members will be aware, 
Leon Mitchell has temporarily taken over the 
editorial role for the Bulletin from Dudley Pinnock.  
Dudley has occupied this position since the 
inaugural issue of the magazine two and a half 
years ago, and the pressure of work (and the recent 
theft of his computer in Italy) has necessitated his 
standing-down from the post. 

Leon stepped into the breach at a moment’s notice 
and has proved himself more than capable of 
handling the pressures of editorialship.  Although 
only volunteering to do the job on a temporary 
basis, I feel sure his efforts are much appreciated 
by all those who receive the magazine. 

I am sure all members will join me in sincerely 
thanking both of them, and feel safe in the 
knowledge that this highly regarded publication 
continues to be in good hands. 

Len Clarke –   I am saddened to report that one of 
our more senior members late last year suffered a 
health setback.  Len Clarke unfortunately had to 
spend the Christmas/New Year holiday in the Daw 
Park Repatriation “Hotel”.  He is now on the road 
to recovery and I’m sure all fellow members will 
join me in wishing him a speedy return to his 
veteran interests.  We look forward to seeing him 
on a run in the near future.  

 

From the Secretary/Treasurer  

As previously indicated, all but one of our previous 
members have renewed and a couple of new 
members joined during December. The one person 
who did not rejoin (quite an active member in the 
past) explained that he had disposed of both of his 
two veteran cars and intended to pursue other 
interests. We now have seventy-eight financial 
members (not counting partners, etc.) and all 
committee members have an up-to-date 
membership list. We considered publishing this in 
our Bulletin but realised that some members may 
be agreeable to such an arrangement.  

I intend to regularly advise members of our 
financial position by way of future Bulletins. We 
currently have just over $3,000 in our bank account 

and there are no outstanding bills, although there 
may be some costs associated with our Annual 
Dinner. We will continue to monitor our 
expenditure carefully but the important thing is that 
it does not appear likely that we will have to raise 
the cost of our annual subscriptions in the 
foreseeable future! We are still interested in 
suggestions/acquisitions that will benefit members 
such as a CD/ DVD projector so that we do not 
have to continue to rely on borrowed ones. Like a 
lot of suchlike devices they have come down quite 
dramatically in price but the committee is cautious 
about acquiring things that obviously depreciate in 
value and may require repair and/or replacement in 
the future.  

On that subject, UK member Lloyd Bailey has sent 
us the DVD of the 2008 London to Brighton event. 
It is superbly produced, in a similar way to our 
2007 edition (sourced by Larry Clarke), and the 
committee has unanimously agreed to waive 
Lloyd's subs for the 2009/2010 year. There is a 
fleeting glimpse of Lloyd and his 1904 Pope 
Tribune and another club member Nigel Steel-
Scott in his Speedwell. On the subject of  dedicated 
"real" veteran owners, members may be aware that 
the redoubtable Len Clarke has been on the sick 
list but thankfully is now recovering, in the 
meantime the Club has been kept "in the loop" by 
Larry and we have sent Len a get-well card.   

Another thing that we are trying to upgrade is 
member's access to incoming correspondence. Our 
Club is gaining increased recognition and along 
with that we are on the mailing list for various 
events and so on. Copies of relevant 
correspondence will be circulated at monthly 
meetings as before but hopefully in a more "user 
friendly" form! 

Dating –   John Hancock has asked for a review of 
the date of his Gregoire (see last month’s Bulletin) 
and, apart from submitting our new and very 
comprehensive dating application form, has quite a 
bit of additional information about his car and 
Gregoires in general. These are rare cars, 
particularly in Australia, but we have already 
started to conduct a detailed enquiry. Dudley 
Pinnock has also asked for a review of his Renault 
AX and we will carry out a similar exercise in 
relation to his car in due course. 

Barry Bahnisch 
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From the editor 

Thanks to Terry Parker, Alan Meredith, Tony 
Beavan, Peter Allen and Rob Elliott for providing 
articles and photographs for this month’s issue – 
it’s a statement of the obvious but without 
contributions from members the Bulletin will be 
pretty sparse. Keep them coming – how about 
some book reviews? 

Rally Calendar 

Because of the All British Day falling on our usual 
rally weekend, we won’t have a formal club run in 
February, except for a run out to Uraidla for 
anyone blessed (or afflicted) with a British vehicle. 
Our March rally will be a full-day run to the 
Southern Vales, including a run along the 
beachfront. The route is planned to keeps us off the 
main roads, so it should be just the things to stretch 
the legs of your veteran before the National Rally 

at Naracoorte in March. If you haven’t yet 
entered for Naracoorte, now is the time! 

We have been invited to the 100th Anniversary of 
Adelaide's first electric trams at St Kilda on 
Sunday 8th March, but unfortunately this clashes 
with our Southern Run on that day. Perhaps some 
northern members might like to attend? David 
Read’s event is on again the following week (see 
calendar below), and we have been invited to join 
the Veteran Section of the SCC in an “Old Crock’s 
Run” on the way to the meeting point. The Clare 
swap meet is also on Sunday 15th March. The 
Copper Coast Cavalcade will be held on Sunday 
17th May. Entry forms and further info at the 
meeting.  

The date has been set for the Club Dinner: 11th 
July. Make a note please! 

 

  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
8 February 2009 

All British Day. Entries have officially closed, but all details can be found at 
http://www.allbritishday.com/  
 

Sunday 
8 March 2009 

Southern Run. Gather at the Coles car park in Blackwood for a 9:30 AM 
departure for a full day run. We will proceed via Clarendon, McLaren Flat 
and McLaren Vale, with lunch at the Star of Greece on the cliff top at Port 
Willunga. The take away fish and chips has been tested by the President, and 
pronounced sublime. Put this date in your diary now! 
 

Sunday 
15 March 2009 

Historic Vehicle Display organised by David Read of the VSCC. Similar to 
last year’s event, i.e. near the Anzac Highway/West Terrace junction. We 
have been invited to take part in the SCC Veteran Section "Old Crocks Run" 
to Glenelg and return to the display – depart from the Royalty Theatre, Angas 
St at 11.00am to return at 12.30pm. Information and entry forms will be 
available at the meeting.  
 

Sunday 
5 April 2009 

Breakfast Run. An opportunity for that final tune-up before Naracoorte! 
 
 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. Under the auspices of the Association of Veteran 
Car Clubs, the 2009 event in Naracoorte is being run by the Sporting Car 
Club. An entry form was sent out with the November Bulletin, or but if you 
missed it see the Club website, or the Sporting Car Club, or contact Julian 
McNeill (contact details on front page of the Bulletin).  
 

Saturday 
11 July 2009 

VCCSA Annual Dinner. Kooyonga Golf Club. Mark the date in your diary – 
details to follow. 
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  Vauxhall 3CM 156 

 

In the marvellous children’s book “In the Attic” 
by Hiawyn Oram and Satoshi Kitamura a bored 
young boy lets his imagination run wild. “I found 
an old engine and I made it work”. 

 
Terry Parker brings the fantasy to life… 

Several of us own Vauxhalls, and from time to 
time some become 3 cylinder models.  This story is 
about those which were meant to be. 

The Vauxhall Iron Works story in detail is 
recounted in various places and need not be 
repeated here, suffice it to say that one Alexander 
Wilson built marine engines near where the 
Vauxhall Bridge crosses the Thames, the firm was 
re named as above and made a 5 hp single cylinder 
car in 1902/3.  In 1904 the stroke was increased to 
produce 6 hp, and at the same time work started on 
a 3 cylinder 12/14 hp car.  Like the singles, the first 
of these had an armoured wood chassis with the 
suspension and mechanical parts attached by flitch 
plates, as used in rail track connections. 

Why 3 cylinders?  Well, Panhard and Rolls Royce 
had done it in 1903, and across the pond, Winton 
had been at it for longer, so there was nothing 
against it.  Further, the Vauxhall works was expert 
in producing triple expansion reciprocating steam 
engines, so were experienced in 120 degree crank 
production.  On the face of it, 3 cranks at 120 
should be smoother than 2 or 4 at 360 degrees. 

 
The model was available from 1904 to 1907 
(when, incidentally, Panhard ceased its three) and 
one text suggests only 50 were made, but that was 
printed before the motor of 3CM156 was 
recovered.  In 1905 the chassis was changed to a 
pressed channel type, Vauxhall never venturing 
into the European favourite of tubular frames.  
Also in 1905 there was a smaller version of the 3 
produced, it is said, to provide a size more akin to 
the discontinued single, with a view to a wider 
market.  That was a 7/9 hp, but before long they 
found that too heavy a body resulted in poor 
performance, and the bore was increased to make 
the 3 a 9hp.  CM156 is one of those. 

 
The motor has a number of interesting features.  
The main bearings are typical marine practice, in 
that there is no positive clamping of the cap which 
locates in a slot parallel with the crankpin.  The 
bolts are pulled down to take up any wear, and a 
locknut which is pinned, holds the cap at that 
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setting until the next time wear needs to be 
adjusted out. The cam followers are captive rollers, 
a system which Vauxhall retained until 1924.   

The flywheel is located by a spigot on the shaft, 
and driven by a dog on the shaft fitted to a slot 
across the wheel and held by two ½” BSF bolts, 
countersunk into the dog.  The countersunk bolts 
looked familiar, and in sifting through the remnants 
of my 1920 30-98 rebuild, sure enough the same 
bolt was used, probably to the last Vauxhall 
Motors engine of 1926! 

Lubrication is completely by splash, not even 
dippers on the big ends, and there is no sign 
anywhere of any attempt to keep the oil in.  The 
original carburettor is present, and has no throttle.  
There was a centrifugal governor behind one 
timing gear, and a linkage to control sliding 
wedges interposed between the inlet valve stems 
and the tappets (missing on this example).  A 
similar device was used by Fafnir (for example on 
my c.1902 Raleigh) which was licensed to De 
Dion, but they vary the exhaust valve. 

There is another surviving engine in New Zealand, 
3CM10, which is a 12/14, and another car of that 
model (3CM36) has recently been restored in the 
UK.  That one had remained for many years almost 
complete but partly disassembled in the Sharp 
collection which was sold in 2005 by Bonhams.  
Another example of where things need to get into 
the right hands to be saved.  

 

Vauxhall Motors have a car (fitted with a Zenith 
carby, which they say provides better control) but 
other than for those, 3 cylinder Vauxhalls are fairly 
thin on the ground. 

The motor shown was recovered from the banks of 
the River Murray, after high water resulted in the 
clearing out of a riverside boatshed.  Fairly 
obviously the motor had been at some time in the 
past powering a river boat, removed and 
dismantled.  One end of the aluminium sump is 
pitted, typical of the inclined mounting of a boat 
motor swimming in bilge water.  It could have 
been fitted to a boat anywhere from Echuca to 
Goolwa, so there is little hope that any more of the 
car would be found anywhere near the boatshed. 

 
Some years ago the late Geoff Johnston had the 
rack and pinion steering gear for one of those, 
complete with column and wheel.  It did a couple 
of trips to Bendigo and finally the steering wheel 
was sold but the subsequent owners of the Johnston 
collection have no recollection of the rest. Other 
than that, and some black and white footage of an 
early ‘Argus’ newspaper rally in Victoria showing 
a running car, there is not much evidence of the 
3CM Vauxhall in Australia so far. 

 

An afterthought: When Kitamura began to draw 
his “old engine”, just what inspired him to show it 
as three cylinders in line? A Vauxhall connection 
perhaps? 
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  What is it? 
 
Alan Meredith muses over bits the scrap man left 
behind… 
 
The sad remains of the vehicle in the 
accompanying photographs recently came to light 
while I was on the trail of a T-head Talbot engine.  
The T-head engine in the photographs is in fact 
Aster and it carries the type number 43JS2 which 
seems to indicate that it is quite an early example. 
 
The remains in their current form had been in 
service at a saw mill until the early 1970’s.  The 
ends of the chassis and cylinder blocks (both now 
missing) had been removed and an electric motor 
was attached to the front of the crankshaft.  This 
drove the saw blade via the clutch and gearbox 
which evidently were used to vary the speed and 
disengage the blade.  One hand lever was 
connected to the clutch and the other was still 
attached to the progressive three speed gearbox.  
Unfortunately no other parts survive except the 
foot pedals which are extremely crude and have 
been hand punched to form a tread pattern. 
 

 

According to rumour the vehicle was chain driven 
and it had been used as a coal truck earlier in its 
life.  The chassis is most likely from a commercial 
vehicle and the top hung gearbox is quite 
distinctive.  However the identity remains a 
mystery to me at least.  The presence of chain drive 
and other features discount the obvious possibility 
of Argyll and there aren’t any apparent Aries 
similarities.  Gladiator remains an outside 
possibility but given the absence detailed 
likenesses it is no more than that.  I would be 
interested in any identification or further 
suggestions members can offer. 
 

 
 
And speaking of Asters… Vivian Lewis sold a 
number of Aster-powered vehicles in the years 
1905 – 1907. The early ones were either 10-12 or 
12-14 twins branded as “Lewis”, while some 14-16 
fours, with swing-seat bodies by Hack and 
Pengilly, were sold later as Asters. George Brooks 
astutely suggested Heron or West as the source of 
these cars. It seems that West manufactured cars 
for Heron, and also made commercial vehicles…
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  Swift motor cars once in South Australia, and now elsewhere… 
 

Peter Allen’s photos of cars in early South Australian veteran rallies, published in last month’s Bulletin, 
certainly aroused some interest. This month we can add more on two fronts, relating to Swifts and 
Studebakers. Stimulated by the photo of the single cylinder Swift, Terry Parker has come up with “as 
found” photos of two more of the same marque, albeit this time twin cylinder varieties. While Terry was 
also able to provide a “modern” photo of one of the Swifts, by a remarkable coincidence I managed to bump 
into and photograph the other example, now resident at McFeeter’s Motor Museum in Forbes NSW.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Warnes family two cylinder Swift is a well 
documented car. The SCC Motoring History books 
contain a number of photographs of the car in its 
early days on Woolgangi Station, while Terry’s 
photo (above) shows the car on a truck as it was 
recovered years later. The car (below) is now in the 
newly-opened $2.8 million McFeeters Motor 
Museum in Forbes NSW. The museum houses 52 
cars made between 1905 and 1999. The car in the 
background is a Clement Bayard. 
 

Says Terry: “When we bought 53 Kennaway Street 
there was a 1905 Swift twin in the garage, but 
didn't come with the house. The car was found by 
Bob Burnett Ried (photograph above) and sold to 
Tom Brady who ran Silver & Killicote's Garage at 
North Adelaide.  Garry Hisco bought it from them. 
The car was subsequently sold to Tasmania, and 
the coloured shot (below) shows the car with its 
1990s owner at Victor Harbor. George Brooks is 
looking on.” 
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  And the Studebaker…
The odd photo out in last month’s selection seemed 
to be that showing the Studebaker. Now Peter 
Allen has come up with another photo which not 
only shows the same car (registration number 
5682), but was also, if the entry number 33 in the 
windscreen is taken as a guide, taken at the same 
event. Via member Duncan Scott, Colin Wagener 
reports that the car was not his, even though, like 
his, the mystery car has been altered to 24" wheels. 
Colin suggests two others possibilities: the cars 
belonging to SCC club members Freddy Wakefield 
and Lloyd Hart of Murray Bridge. Any ideas? 

 

 

  A view of the January breakfast run 
There’s no substitute to offering food at the end of 
any club run in order to get a great turn out (no 
matter what club, or demographic of participant). 
Our club’s January Breakfast Run was no 
exception.  

 
 There’s not much to say about the run itself, it was 
very straightforward and trouble free, the route had 
us pass café diners on Hutt Street and then make 

our way via Dequettteville Terrace to Tynte Street 
North Adelaide for breakfast at Café Paesano. A 
breakfast run is a great way to start the year and 
catch up with everyone in a relaxed manner. 
    Rob Elliott 

 
 

  Stop press – late advertisements! 
For Sale 1912 De Dion Bouton roadster Model 
DH 4 cylinder 1650cc 3 speed gearbox running but 
an older "restoration". Car requires work on cardan 
joint between engine and gearbox and steering 
before I would drive it on the road. All major 
mechanicals are correct De Dion DH but the rear 
frame grafted on is not correct and I suspect the 
scuttle is from a Duncan and Fraser Ford but 
otherwise have most of the original tourer body 
and panels. Needs time and a nice little car could 
result. Lots of information and some spare parts 

including engine and magneto  but absolutely no 
time and I need something that is going and sorted 
now to drive and I have too many other long term 
projects.  $12,000 o.n.o. Contact Peter Allen  8353 
3438 
 
For sale or swap Napier 20 hp Napier diff housing 
(heavy!) with Rudge splined hubs and 2 x 15 hp 
Napier  cylinder blocks. Houk Large peg drive 
wheels 72 spoke rims and hubs BE 880x120 
Contact Peter Allen  8353 3438
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  Specialist Tradesmen 
 

Howard Filtness shares some experiences from his recent rebuilds… 

 
 
During the course of the restoration of the Rudge 
motor cycle and general restoration of veteran 
vehicles, I have had occasion to use some 
assistance from specialist tradesmen.  The 
following is a very short list of people who have 
provided particularly satisfactory goods and 
services and other club members may wish to 
contact them if they require similar help. 

 

Paintwork 

 

Greg Newley at Newley Auto Painters in Furness 
Street, Edwardstown (phone 8276 6322) has 
proved most helpful in providing me with a good 
two-pack paint finish on the Rudge frame and 
associated parts.  He is most obliging and charges a 
set hourly rate.  The more preparation you wish to 
do yourself the less his charges will be.  Due to the 
various unknowns that may occur in such an 
undertaking, he is not keen to give a fixed price 
quote on any particular job but his workmanship 
and hourly rate are extremely satisfactory and 
competitive. 

 

Tinware 

 

Dave Hatcliffe at Vintage Tin Australia at 5 
Arcoona Road, Salisbury Plain (phone 8250 9092) 
will undertake to do almost any tinware job 
associated with veteran cars or motor cycles.  From 
a complete metal body to just a single mudguard or 
indeed a mudguard part such as I required for the 
Rudge, he will produce a replica which is identical 
to the original.  As well as being perfectly satisfied 
myself with his workmanship and his willingness 
to please, club member Don Lebusque had a set of 
mudguards made from scratch for his latest 
restoration, the Belsize, and was absolutely 
delighted with both the standard of workmanship 
and the final cost. 

 

In a recent development he has offered to attempt 
the fabrication of a veteran motor cycle belt rim for 
my Rudge.  As these are impossible to obtain these 
days for any make of motorcycle, I am sure most 
belt-drive motorcycle owners will be interested in 
the outcome.  If all goes to plan these should be 
available for C-section belts with diameter and 
offset made to order.  Stay tuned. 

 

Tyre Retreads 

 

Club member John Treloar commented to me a 
couple of years ago that he had the tyres for his 
Hotchkiss retreaded when they became no longer 
serviceable.  Since this occurred he has been quite 
satisfied with the performance of the tyres.  As the 
Napier tyres had become dangerously close to not 
satisfying the legal requirements, I decided that I 
should investigate this service in an effort to save 
myself many hundreds of dollars against the cost of 
new tyres.  After a minor amount of telephoning 
around, I finally contacted Kym Eglinton at 
Specialised Tyre and Rubber Repairers at 25 
Clyde Street, Wingfield (phone 8243 2011).  He 
checked that the casings were in a suitable 
condition for accepting a retread, and they were 
then fitted with new rubber and an antique tread 
pattern cut into them by hand – all for the cost of 
$150 plus GST per tyre – an enormous saving over 
the price of new tyres.  At this stage they are yet to 
be fitted to the car but reports from both John and 
Graham Treloar indicate I should have no trouble 
with them. 

 

If any other club members have had similarly 
pleasant experiences with tradesmen providing 
them with specialist services, please feel free to let 
the editor know so that other club members will be 
able to benefit. 
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Altena anyone? 

 

I had an interesting email recently from Ruud van 
Bijnen in Holland who is seeking information on an 
unusual Dutch make of motorcycle. The Altena was 
marketed in the period ca. 1902 – 1906, but it is not 
known if the bikes were built by Mr. Anton van 
Altena or, as Ruud suspects, made for him by 
another manufacturer. The motor has full side 
valves, and a distinctive almost vertical exhaust port. 

Ruud is the editor of the Dutch vintage motorcycle 
club magazine and is preparing an article on the 
Altena, of which no complete survivor is known. 
There is, however, one incomplete engine in Holland 
and – surprisingly – a more complete one in South 
Australia. Rudd is interested to know if the Altena 
was ever sold commercially in South Australia. 

I’ve seen a good deal of the motoring columns of the 
early newspapers in South Australia without noticing 
a reference to Altena, so perhaps the surviving motor 
comes from a privately-imported bike. Any ideas out 
there? 

Ruud is also an enthusiast for veteran Triumph 
motorcycles, and has created a website on the 
subject at www.veterantriumph.nl . 

 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes

Wanted: Talbot Bonnet Fittings.  Any early style 
original catches and handles required.  Dubrulle 
two drip lubricator –anything considered.  Original 
2 cylinder French or English trembler coil box with 
case in good order.  Early Talbot carburettor.  
Contact Alan Meredith  
alan.meredith@bigpond.com (03) 5974-2601 

Wanted: Bosch ZU6, ZH6 HT 
cap and rotor, or magneto with 
these parts. Also a primer like 
this one to complete the set. 
Two flats to take ¼ W spanner, 
1.450” high above the thread, 
bowl about 0.825” diam. Swap 
or buy. Contact Terry Parker 
tgparker@bigpond.net.au (08) 
8331 3445  

 

For Sale: 1911 15 h.p. Napier. Very good order, 
included on the Napier register, retaining all the 

original brassware etc. Contact Stephen Mckay 
periodstyle02@yahoo.com.au  

Wanted: Front axle assembly for 1912 12hp. 
Clegg Rover. Contact Ken Davis (08) 9390 6049 
trrisk.ken@bigpond.com (Ken is in WA.) 

Wanted: Articles for publication in The Bulletin. 
Contact The Editor editor@vccsa.org.au  

For Sale: Sunbeam Tiger 1965. SA car with the 
lot! Recent full restoration. Hard top, soft top, 
tonneau. Original spares include set of steel wheels 
and original steering wheel. Red, and more power 
than is required! Contact Phil Keane (08) 8277 
2468  


