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  Photos from “out there” 
There can’t be many scenes more evocative of the wilds of South Australia than saltbush growing in 
ironstone soil, with some rusty tin scattered around. Of course it’s even more interesting if the tin 
had some identifiable origin: in this case T Ford for the car parts and veteran Triumph – 1914 was 
the only year for both lowered seat and pedal bracket – for the motorcycle frame.  
 

  
 
Photographed not long ago, let’s hope some of the parts are salvageable – the motorcycle frame 
looks like it might have suffered more from the hacksaw than the rust. That said we must be getting 
close to the end of the era where parts can be salvaged after a lifetime exposed to the weather. 
 
 

  Meetings 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early – say 7.30 – 
for a pre-meeting chat. The next meeting is Wednesday 4th March, when Neil Francis will show 
some slides and talk about the restoration of his veteran Napier. The April meeting will be on the 
usual day, but for May, to avoid the Naracoorte National Rally, the meeting will be one week later 
than usual on Wednesday 13th June. Please note this in your diary. 
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  From the committee  
 

From the Secretary/Treasurer  

Finances – As I have previously indicated, we 
have decided to advise members of our financial 
position by way of the monthly Bulletin. We 
started the month with $3056.85 and have paid out 
postage and petty cash of $83.50 and received two 
new members’ subs totalling $60.00 so we now 
have $3033.85. There will be some expenses in 
connection with the annual dinner but the 
important thing is that we will not have to increase 
our subs for the foreseeable future. We now have 
81 members.  From the outset we have limited our 
expenses to “necessities” and benefits to members 
and this is paying off!  

Postage – In line with the above, and as I 
mentioned at the February general meeting, I 
intend to seek the approval of the committee to add 
the cost of postage (approx. $5.00), in the 
forthcoming financial year, to metropolitan area 
members who receive the Bulletin by post. It is 
really a question of fairness, it seems unfair that the 
cost of postage to some members should be 
subsidised by those who receive it by email. I do 
not consider that country and interstate members, 
who have limited opportunities to participate in 
Club activities, should have to pay any additional 
amount. 

Membership – The committee has considered 
publishing a list of members but given the 
sensitivity surrounding such issues, has decided 
against it. Anyone who has a specific query should 
contact me at a meeting or by phone. 

New Members – David Simpson and Diane Barber 
have applied to join the club. 

DVDs – All of the Club’s DVDs about bodywork 
and the last two London to Brighton rallies have 
proven so popular that they have been lent out to 
members since we acquired them, but will 
probably be available at the next meeting.  

“New” cars – Just in the last week or so at least 
three “new” cars have been acquired by Club 
members. Add to this the recently completed 
(superb) restorations of Roger Cross and David 
Cant and other cars and motor cycles nearing 
completion (regrettably not including my 
Humber!). 

National Rally – Some of us are driving to 
Naracoorte on the Saturday. Our plan is to meet at 
the Shell Service Station at Tailem Bend for 
morning tea and leave there at about 10.00am. 
Barry Bahnisch 

From the editor 

Thanks to Terry Parker, Alan Meredith, John 
Spicer and Rob Elliott for providing articles and 
photographs for this month’s issue. Apologies to 
Rob who also supplied some very nice – but not 
very veteran – photos of the All British Day to 
accompany his article. At the moment we’re 
limiting the Bulletin size to 10 pages, to try to keep 
down the file size for emailing out, and the printing 
and mailing costs down for those posted out. My 
personal preference is to use predominantly 
“veteran” content in our Bulletin when it is 
available, but I’d be interested to hear members’ 
views on the subject.  
Leon Mitchell 

Rally Calendar 

Our March rally will be a full-day run to the 
Southern Vales, including a run along the 
beachfront. The route will keep us off the main 
roads, so it should be just the things to stretch the 
legs of your veteran before Naracoorte. We will 
plan a morning tea stop – likely at McLaren-on-
the-Lake – on the way to Port Willunga. Feel free 
to bring lunch if the idea of take-away fish and 
chips from the Start of Greece does not appeal.  

David Read’s event is on again the following week 
and we have been invited to join the Veteran 
Section of the SCC in an “Old Crock’s Run” on the 
way to the meeting point. The Clare swap meet is 
also on the same Sunday, as is the Birdwood 
Figure 8 Run of the Veteran and Vintage Motor 
Cycle Club. Has anyone else noticed the rally 
calendar becoming increasingly crowded?  

Over 130 entries have been received for the 
National Rally at Naracoorte in May, including 20 
motorcycles. The variety of machines, representing 
every year from 1902 to 1918, is staggering. If you 
haven’t yet entered for Naracoorte, do it now! 

The date for the Club Dinner has been set for 
Saturday 11th July, and the venue confirmed as the 
Kooyonga Golf Club, the same venue used for the 
2007 dinner. The final price is to be fixed, but is 
expected to be less than $50 per head. Make a note 
please! 
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  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
8 March 2009 

Southern Run. Gather at the Coles car park in Blackwood at 9:00 for a 9:30 
AM departure for a full day run. We will proceed via Clarendon, McLaren 
Flat and McLaren Vale, with lunch at the Star of Greece on the cliff top at 
Port Willunga. The take away fish and chips has been tested by the President, 
and pronounced sublime. 
 

Sunday 
15 March 2009 

Historic Vehicle Display organised by David Read of the VSCC. Similar to 
last year’s event, i.e. near the Anzac Highway/West Terrace junction. We 
have been invited to take part in the SCC Veteran Section "Old Crocks Run" 
to Glenelg and return to the display – depart from the Royalty Theatre, Angas 
St at 11.00am to return at 12.30pm. Information and entry forms will be 
available at the meeting.  
 

Sunday 
5 April 2009 

National Machinery Rally, Murray Bridge. An opportunity too good to 
miss! Meet at the Crafers Hotel Car Park for 10 AM start in car of choice. 
 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. Under the auspices of the Association of Veteran 
Car Clubs, the 2009 event in Naracoorte is being run by the Sporting Car 
Club. An entry form was sent out with the November Bulletin, or but if you 
missed it see the Club website, or the Sporting Car Club, or contact Julian 
McNeill (contact details on front page of the Bulletin). 130 entries so far! 
 

Saturday 
11 July 2009 

VCCSA Annual Dinner. Kooyonga Golf Club. Mark the date in your diary – 
details to follow. 
 

  25th All British Day 
Rob Elliott reports… The weather for this year’s All British Day was perfect, 
most appropriate for the 25th Anniversary of this popular event.  I didn’t 
participate as an entrant this year, so Diana and I had a more leisurely outing than 
usual.  There was a smattering of club members and their vehicles scattered 
around the grounds.  We bumped into Claire and Stuart McDonald enjoying a 
picnic lunch behind their 1961 TD21 Alvis Sports Saloon. Claire and Stuart 
recently featured in an article on All British Day in the local Hills and Valley 
Messenger (right); a very nice article about them and their passion for old 
vehicles, with a good photo of the couple in the Alvis to top it off. Diana and I 
passed Nigel the Napier on our rounds, but failed to spot Howard.  Barry was 
spotted in the distance engaging in conversation with a couple of chaps; no doubt 
the subject matter was vehicular oriented. There were a large number of 60s 
model Austins, MGs and Triumphs as usual. I don’t know what the collective 
noun is for a group of Bug Eye Sprites [a swarm? Ed.], but someone needs to 
come up with one to describe the line-up on the oval. Some of the more 
interesting vehicles were a very Teutonic looking Triumph in riveted sheet metal 
and a 1920 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost. The Morgan Club had a good turnout, and 
a well arranged display, which included Chris Harley’s 1946 Morgan Super 
Sports, powered by a Matchless V-Twin, and driven by Chris’s friend Warren on 
the day. There wasn’t a large turnout of veteran vehicles, but it was a very 
interesting array of British machinery nonetheless. A point for consideration for 
next year’s event is whether we set up a club display of our own?  
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  The machines of Enoch John West 

 

John Spicer has written not one but two books 
detailing the cycles, motorcycles and motor cars 
built by his grandfather E.J. West. Leon Mitchell 
takes up the story…  

I became interested in Aster cars while chasing the 
origins of some of the “Lewis” cars. Years ago, 
George Brooks had made the connection between 
cars sold as “Lewis” and near-identical models 
sold by Heron and West in the U.K.  

John Spicer’s grandfather E.J. West was involved 
with the cycle industry and from the early 1890s 
made Progress and Royal Progress cycles, before 
joining the motor age in 1899 with a rather strange 
motor car which resembled two bicycles welded 
side-by-side. More conventional voiturettes 
followed, along with quads, tricycles and even a 
motorcycle in 1902. The first of John’s books, 
Progress Cars and Cycles 1891-1903, provides a 
detailed history of the marque, and tells the stories 
of the two surviving 1901 Progress voiturettes, 
both of which now reside in John’s garage! EU12 
and its sister car M115 both have long history in 
the U.K. veteran car movement. 

 
After the failure of Progress venture in 1903, Mr. 
West entered a second phase in which a series of 
companies under his control produced cars and 
commercial vehicles for the trade. John’s second 
book West Cars of Coventry 1904-1915 has the full 
story here, and details how West chassis – first 
powered by De Dion then later by predominantly 
Aster engines – were supplied to manufacturers 
such as Heron in the U.K., or exported to countries 
like India. Nothing is known of exports to 
Australia, but it is likely that some of the Lewis 
cars, for example reg. no. 42 supplied to D. Shearer 

in 1905, began life in the West factory. In 1907 
Vivian Lewis Ltd were selling “Aster” cars, by 
now fitted with radiators with the header tank built 
in, which again showed strong similarity to the 
contemporary “West Aster” product. By this time, 
the French Aster factory was said to be making its 
own complete chassis, and the British arm of Aster 
began manufacturing its own engines. We’re still 
investigating! 

 
The third major phase began in 1911, and involved 
the manufacture of the friction-driven West Light 
Cars, later renamed Pilot. The early cars used a 
single cylinder engine, but later cars boasted four 
cylinders. The Light Car of October 1913 carried 
this photograph of a 10 h.p. Pilot fitted, for some 
reason unexplained, with an Australian-built body. 

 
In SCC South Australian Motoring History Book 
No. 8, George Brooks explains that six Pilot cars 
were sold in South Australia around 1913 by the 
local agent G.B. Hardy. Parts of one or more of 
these cars apparently survived until recently. Is 
there a surviving car? Can anyone add to the West 
or Pilot story in South Australia? 
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  The bid is with you, sir… 
 
Alan Meredith previews an up-coming auction… 
 
In days gone by Shannons’ Melbourne auctions 
invariably featured a couple of interesting veteran 
entries.  However, more recently veterans have 
rarely appeared in their auction line ups.  It was 
therefore pleasing to see three veterans listed 
amongst the entries for Shannons’ International 
Motor Show Auction which is to be held in 
Melbourne on March 9th.  
 

 
 
The star veteran on offer is undoubtedly a 
beautifully presented and very desirable 1909 14 
h.p. Wolseley - Siddeley Roi de Belges tourer 
which, until the recent sale of the Marysville 
Museum, had been a long term resident there.  The 
car was originally restored by Lyndon Benham and 
had been with George Williams (Sydney) prior to 
that.  The standard of restoration is exceedingly 
high and the car is hard to fault.  This very correct 
vehicle carries a pre-auction estimate of $50,000 - 
$65,000 at which level it would no doubt find 
ready buyers overseas.  Hopefully an appreciative 
local home can be found for it. 
 
Also coming under the hammer is a 1914 Rauch 
and Lang electric in very presentable order.  This 
one came out of the Holmes a Court collection 
(Perth) and was then owned by Peter Shallard 
(Melbourne) before being bought by Reg Harris 
(also of Melbourne) at a Shannnons’ auction a 
couple of years ago.  Reg invested much money in 
getting the car roadworthy and improving it 
cosmetically.  It is understood to have new 
batteries, a new set of tyres and it has been 

retrimmed in specially imported cloth faithfully 
duplicating the original upholstery.  Sadly Reg 
recently died at the age of 92 soon after completing 
the restoration.  The car is being offered with no 
reserve and the pre-auction estimate is $35,000 - 
$50,000. 

 
 
Finally there is a 1915 T Ford “speedster” with 
boat tail bodywork.  This one needs (lots of) work 
to bring it up to a high standard.  The mechanicals 
appear to be mostly correct so the basics for a 
comprehensive rebuild are all there.  Again this car 
is being offered without reserve.  The pre-auction 
estimate is $8,000 - $10,000. 
 

 
 
The current economic crisis appears to have had no 
affect on recent overseas auctions which have seen 
record prices achieved.  It will therefore be 
interesting to observe the outcome of this sale. 
 
Thanks to Shannons for permission to use 
photographs from their catalogue. More details at 
www.shannons.com.au 
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  A most elegant mystery 
 

 
 

This month’s mystery begins with a superb 
photograph, reproduced from La Vie au Grand Air 
for 29 September 1904. With apologies to good 
translators everywhere, the caption reads: “We 
have already introduced to our readers, some 
months ago, the Crown Prince of Germany, 
sportsman. A fervent follower of all sports, the 
Crown Prince, whose engagement with the Grand 
Duchess of Mecklembourg has just been 
announced, is an accomplished driver. He is often 
encountered in Berlin and in Potsdam, aboard his 
automobile which he drives himself with skill. Our 
photograph was taken during one of the most 
recent outings of the Crown Prince in his car, in 
the company of the Grand Duchess of 
Mecklembourg, his fiancée.” 

Presumably that’s the Crown Prince himself at the 
wheel, and the chauffeur (or perhaps mécanicien) 
sitting in the back in case of emergency. The 
vehicle is obviously a large and powerful one for 
1904 – just look at that chain drive! The front seat 
apron must have kept the knees warm, but made 
“footwork” a bit of a stab-in-the-dark for the 
driver. And the fine wicker basket – no doubt for 
the Grand Duchess’s picnic – doesn’t look too 
weather proof, but let’s guess that without a hood 
the royal couple reserved their motoring for fine 
days.  
So the mystery is: What is the make and model of 
the car, and how did the chauffeur enter the back 
seat? Bonus points awarded for identifying the 
significance of Potsdam! 
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  c1905 Pope Tribune…
Over the past few months we’ve featured cars 
which appeared in early rallies in the state. This 
month we have another: a c1905 Pope Tribune 
which was apparently present on the original Old 
Crock’s Run in Adelaide, 75 years ago in 1934. 

 
This time, however, we can glimpse the vehicle as 
it appeared in one of the early rallies (perhaps just 
post war) and as it appears today – essentially 
unchanged.  

Not only has the car awakened from slumber after 
some years off the road, it has also found a new 
owner from among our members.  

 
Let’s hope we see it out on the road soon. 

 

  Seen on the Internet 
Thanks to Duncan Scott for bringing this 
interesting video “Ford Model T - 100 Years 
Later” to our attention:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4KrIMZpwCY 
A fascinating film of constructing then testing T 
Fords – I particularly like the extraordinary speed 
at which a wheel is built. Around 15½ million T 
Fords were built – would you believe that 1½ 
million people have already watched this video?  

If you’re pining for a new veteran project, perhaps 
eBay is worth a look. A couple of interesting 
projects have come up recently, but neither seems 
to have sold. It may not be too late! The first is a 
spectacular, unrestored and very large 1908 Rainier 
requiring a bid of US$350,000 to take it home. But 
how to proceed from its current state? Type 
200305105843 into the eBay search bar to see it. 
The other project is at the “challenging” end of the 
scale: a 1910 Arrol Johnston (200305105843) 
which has been “resting” in Tasmania for a number 
of years. The top bid of $560 was not enough for 
the owner. Apparently a similar Arrol Johnston 
was rebuilt in Auckland a few years ago, with 
many parts coming from South Australia. 

 
But if you’re feeling too broke for the Rainier and 
too tired for the Arrol Johnston, there is plenty of 
browsing to do. The Minnesota Historical Society 
has a superb collection of photographs at: 
http://collections.mnhs.org/visualresources/ 
You can try the usual search (“automobile” or 
“motorcycle”) with stunning results (the early 
Winton racer is terrific), but for a change try a 
search for “Roach” between 1904 and 1910: your 
chance to get to know Fred and Arthur Roach and 
their friends! 
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  Electrics and the Veteran Car 
 
Terry Parker shares some experiences from his 
recent rebuilds… 

Roly Forss was heard to say that stop and flashing 
lamps are a good idea for veteran cars; the problem 
then is that you have to be very quick with your 
match. 

Some years ago Geoff Johnston arrived with his 
usual box of brass lamps, to be made into pairs, 
repaired etc. for the next Bendigo event, and 
amongst them was a Lucas lamp with an electrical 
socket fitted neatly into the back where the red 
jewel normally sits.  It was well made and caused 
me to think that Lucas may have produced it. 

 
The fitting was removed, replaced with a jewel, 
and the lamp now probably adorns some grand 
veteran in the eastern states.  Years later, when 
fettling the 1910 Hotchkiss for a run on the road I 
thought about flashing indicators and retrieved the 
fitting.  I had acquired a near side Lucas tail lamp, 
rare here but common in Europe (LHD vehicles) 
and so had a pair. I set about making another fitting 
when on eBay appeared a page from a magazine 
showing the Lucas advertisement for the 
conversion fittings. Buoyed by the scent of 
authenticity I then produced fittings for the side 
lamps, and was then left with the question of how 
to have the stoplight filament flash when needed. 

I remembered that Morris Minors did that, along 
with Triumph TRs, MG TFs and Mk 6 Bentleys 
(better keep your shed locked Phil)  all about the 
same era, and I remember removing a mysterious 
relay from ETSA’s Morris Minors and fitting 
regular orange rear flashers.  Maybe I needed to 

find out how those relays worked their magic. 
Digging through my auto electrical trade files 
which probably I was supposed to understand in 
the 1960s I found the wiring diagram, and soon 
after, the relay. 

 
The Hotchkiss was duly set up, then came the 
Straker Squire.  The one rear lamp was Oldfield 
Dependance, and as the Straker factory adverts 
show those from new, I didn’t want to change it. 
Julian Mc Neil came up with a mate to it and I 
fitted bulb holders, again supported by a period 
advertisement. 

 
Those advertisements start appearing from about 
1910, which is when one Albert Midgley formed 
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the C.A.V. outfit, financed by Charles Vanderbilt, 
to produce the Midgley patented auto dynamo and 
kit. (Thanks to Peter Mussared for the 
information).  

 
C.A.V. went on to develop their range, fitted as 
original equipment by some makers, but always 
available as components for retro fitting.  Suddenly 
gas and oil lamps were old fashioned, and the other 
manufacturers immediately played catch-up.  A 
comprehensive article on the many electrical kits 
including dynamos, lamps and switchboards can be 
found in The Motor 11 April 1911, pp 386 – 392, 
far too long to include here, but it might be found 
at Birdwood.  Apart from the well known makers, 
there are the likes of Polkey Jarrott (yes, associated 
with the Jarrott of racing fame), Trier &Martin, 
Fuller, and of course, the Oldfield kit.  The 
amazing speed at which all of those emerged gives 
an idea of how lucrative the industry was when 
Bertie came to the throne.  Queen Vic. forebade 

any of ‘those smelly, noisy contraptions’ to enter 
the Royal Mews, but how quickly that changed 
after 1901. 

 
So we can authentically and unobtrusively let the 
other road users know what we are trying to do 
while wobbling along the road, and without the 
need to be so quick with the matches. 
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  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes

Wanted: Talbot Bonnet Fittings.  Any early style 
original catches and handles required.  Dubrulle 
two drip lubricator –anything considered.  Original 
2 cylinder French or English trembler coil box with 
case in good order.  Early Talbot carburettor.  
Contact Alan Meredith  
alan.meredith@bigpond.com (03) 5974-2601 

For Sale: 1911 15 h.p. Napier. Very good order, 
included on the Napier register, retaining all the 
original brassware etc. Contact Stephen Mckay 
periodstyle02@yahoo.com.au  

Wanted: Front axle assembly for 1912 12hp. 
Clegg Rover. Contact Ken Davis (08) 9390 6049 
trrisk.ken@bigpond.com (Ken is in WA.) 

Wanted: Articles for publication in The Bulletin. 
Contact The Editor editor@vccsa.org.au  

For Sale: Sunbeam Tiger 1965. SA car with the 
lot! Recent full restoration. Hard top, soft top, 
tonneau. Original spares include set of steel wheels 
and original steering wheel. Red, and more power 
than is required! Contact Phil Keane (08) 8277 
2468  

For Sale:  
1913 Belsize 12/14.   $20,000 
1913 Benz W5   $35,000 

1918 Buick parts   $1,500 
1925 Singer Senior   $2,500 
1925 Levis & 1931 Levis m/c with spare motor 
                  the lot   $3,000 
1927 Dodge Roadster   $25,000 
1929 Vauxhall 20/60 TL Speedster $90,000 
5 x Olympic tyres, new 440 x 23 $1,500 

Contact Penny Stanbridge, (02) 6736 2525 or 
0413 665 830 

Urgent Sale: Overland Model 85 Touring body 
with original upholstery $300 Contact Noel 
Adams (07) 5428 0941. 

For Sale: Magnetos: Bosch ZU4 – DU6 – ZU4 
Dual, ZR4 Dual, Bosch Vertical Coil, WiPAC 2-
cyl. impulse start. Lights: Pair Rushmore 7” 
Headlights; Rushmore Spotlight 9½” Glass; King 
of the Road Tail light No. 636; Steel King of the 
Road Tail light No. 432; Unbranded side-light 12” 
high, 5” glass; Pair P. & H. Side lights No. 336; 
Pair P. & H. Self-generating Headlights. 
Magazines: 132 copies English Automobile 1984-
1998; 54 copies Horseless Carriage Club of USA, 
1984-2002; 28 copies VCC of U.K. 1997-2003 
Contact Bob Collett (07) 3808 1183 or 0411 242 
360. 

 

 

Registered in the 1920s, but seeming utilising at least some parts 
from our era, this Ford T speedster (left) provides an interesting 
comparison to the car to be auctioned in the up-coming 
Shannons sale (see page 5). The photograph comes from the 
collection of the late Max Beart, a well known identity in South 
Australian motoring circles, and presumably shows Max and his 
wife with their car outside the Naracoorte Hotel. Perhaps 
someone has a list to check if 15442 was issued to Beart? While 
we might have a chuckle at a plywood boat tail on a restored car, 
our photo reminds us that there were indeed “freak” bodies in 
the early days! 

 


