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  In the mailbox 
 

A small but interesting collection of photographs – in the square ‘instamatic’ format – arrived in the 
Club mailbox recently, accompanied by a charming note from Dianne Turner. Dianne and her late 
husband lived in New Zealand in the late 1970s and early 1980s, and the photographs were taken at 
various Veteran and Vintage events in New Zealand at the time. Rather than throw them out, Diane 
was thoughtful enough to send them in to the Club in case they were of interest to us. 
 

  
 

And of course they are! These two photos show an interesting little vehicle snapped at a rally in 
Rotorua in 1979. From the stylised “CL” logo on the nose of the cylindrical petrol tank, the car 
announces itself as a Chater Lea, and is powered by a transverse air cooled V twin motor. Similar 
cars arrived in Adelaide in 1913 (see page 6), but ours were of the water-cooled variety, and carried 
rather more conventional bodies than the basket work creation shown here . 

  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Please aim to get to the meeting a little early – say 7.30 – 
for a pre-meeting chat. That said, please note the CHANGE OF MEETING DATE FOR MAY: 
to avoid the Naracoorte National Rally, the meeting will be one week later than usual on 
WEDNESDAY 13th MAY. A report on the event will be the main attraction of the meeting: bring 
along your favourite photos on CD or memory stick. We’re back on the usual schedule for June. 
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  From the committee  
 

From the Secretary/Treasurer  

Membership – Numbers are still inching up, with 
another member who recently joined and the 
possibility of another two (perhaps waiting for the 
new financial year). I have taken it upon myself to 
allow recently-joined members to carry their subs 
over into the new financial year which begins on 
July 1. Since this date is fast approaching, it is time 
for existing members to renew their membership. 
The committee has decided to try a new approach 
to renewals this year: we are asking members to fill 
in the membership renewal form (see page 9 of this 
Bulletin) and submit it when subs are paid. The 
renewal form serves several purposes; including 
supplying the Club with your up-to-date contact 
details, and making known your views on what 
information you wish to share with other members. 
As we have discussed before, the Club will issue a 
membership list this year, with names, telephone 
numbers and email addresses of members, but not 
street addresses. Based on discussions at the 
monthly meeting, we expect most people will be 
happy to share this information within the club, but 
if you do not wish to, just indicate this on the 
renewal form and your information will not appear 
on the list. Also as discussed previously, members 
who have access to email, but who wish to receive 
a printed copy of the Bulletin will be asked to 
contribute $10 towards the cost of printing and 
postage. If you don’t have access to email, your 
Bulletin will be sent out free of charge as it is now. 

 

Finances – Our current bank/cash balance is 
$3152.61 and no outstanding accounts. 

 

Advertiser Club Notes – I submit the Car Club 
notes for publication in Thursday’s Advertiser Cars 
Guide but somehow there was a mix-up this time, 
probably due to my sending both this week’s and 
next week’s (considering that we will be away at 
the National Rally next week). We have previously 
advised that the normal meeting will be postponed 
due to the National Rally and also to allow some 
reports to be given at the monthly meeting. In any 
case this has been cleared up by way of our 
Bulletins!  
 

Annual General Meeting – The AGM on July 1 is 
fast approaching! As outlined in our constitution 
we need to have nominations for the committee in 
hand 28 days before the AGM. This means that we 
need nominations to fill all positions by the June 
general meeting at the very latest! Please consider 
joining the committee. The responsibility is not 
onerous, as there is just one committee meeting 
each month, held on the Wednesday before the 
general meeting at the home of one of the 
committee members. If you have an interest in 
joining the committee, feel free to discuss it with 
existing committee members. A nomination form 
is attached to this Bulletin. 
 

Barry Bahnisch 

 

From the editor 

A bit of administrative content in this month’s 
Bulletin has left us a couple of pages short on 
‘veteran motoring’ content, but the Membership 
Renewal and Committee Nomination forms are 
there to be used! During the month Tony Beaven 
sent in a most interesting article on a modern 
attempt to break the land-steam-car speed record, 
but I’ve had to hold that over until next month. It 
would be nicely complemented by some 
information on fast veteran steam cars – any 
volunteers? Malcolm? 

 

Leon Mitchell 

 

 

Veteran Car Club of South Australia 
Annual Club Dinner 
Saturday 11th July 2009 

Kooyonga Golf Club 

$50 per head for the evening’s entertainment 

More details: Phil Keane 

Tickets: Barry Bahnisch 

All members and partners most welcome!  
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  Upcoming Events 
 

3 – 8 May 2009 National Veteran Rally. Under the auspices of the Association of Veteran 
Car Clubs, the 2009 event in Naracoorte is being run by the Sporting Car 
Club. If you haven’t entered, why not drop down to Naracoorte on one of the 
rally days to view the 120 cars and 25 motorcycles participating in the event. 
See details of the rally days elsewhere in this Bulletin.  
 

Wednesday 
13 May 2009 

May meeting is one week later that usual: you have been warned! Please 
ignore the announcement in the Advertiser club notes this week. 
 

Sunday 
7 June 2009 

Breakfast Run. A short run (from a starting point to be advised) will have us 
arriving at the East Continental Deli on East Terrace, next to the Botanic 
Hotel at around 9 AM to sample the delicious breakfast menu. Plenty of 
parking available at this early hour. 
 

Sunday 
7 June 2009 

Annual General Meeting. Yes it’s that time of year again, and the main task 
of the AGM will be to install a new committee to keep the Club running 
smoothly. Nomination form is on page 10 – please consider joining the 
committee. 
 

Saturday 
11 July 2009 

VCCSA Annual Dinner. Kooyonga Golf Club. Members, partners and 
friends are invited to join us for a relaxing evening to celebrate the third 
birthday of our Club. After dinner, Leon will entertain us with a talk entitled 
Veteran Motoring Meets the Arts.  Tickets $50 from Barry. 
 

  This and That 
March meeting 

Members attending the March meeting were 
treated to a most interesting talk by Larry Clarke, 
who brought along the early ‘Rose’ motorcycle. 

 

Much discussion followed. Although Len couldn’t 
attend the meeting, he is now at home and 
recovering from his recent illness. We wish him 
well! 

Pope Tribune 

The following item comes from The Critic, 20 June 
1906. Of course any similarity with our Pope-
Tribune-owning members (there are two) is purely 
coincidental.  

“A gentleman owning a Pope–Tribune car is 
causing a good deal of trepidation in this city. He is 
not an expert motorist, and the car seems to get the 
upper hand sometimes and makes trips on its own 
account. One of these vagaries resulted in the 
carrying away of the deck portion of Dr. Wigg’s 
car, but fortunately neither the doctor not his 
chauffeur was in it at the time. The same car also 
caused some excitement in Rundle-street by 
coming to close quarters with a horse and buggy, 
but no damage resulted.” 
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  Another veteran on the way back: the 19 h.p. Darracq of 1910 

Last month Terry Parker detailed some of the 
restoration projects underway in the Club. This 
month, with some help from Julian McNeil and 
Francis Ransley, he tells the story of Tim Rettig’s 
current project… 

Phil Evans called by one day, and as he was 
leaving his mobile phone made like a rooster. We 
were on the footpath, Riley door open, when he 
told the caller to wait a minute, while he asked me 
if Darracqs were any good. Always wary of such 
questions, and thinking that the caller might be 
Julian, cautiously I said ‘some are’. Phil relayed 
the comment, and after pressing the button, told me 
that his fellow Riley owner, Tim Rettig. was about 
to buy one. 
 

 
The Darracq in early life 

 

Darracq was one of the French pioneers, starting 
out with the Gladiator cycle business in 1891, 
which he sold after a few years. After various 
flirtations with franchises he produced a front 
engined single in 1900, at least one of which 
survives. The formula was to produce small, low 
priced cars for sale while building huge racing cars 
to build the brand. An exception was the 1904 
Flying Fifteen, the first pressed chassis model with 
a 3 litre 4 cylinder motor, with very good 
performance. After a debacle involving rotary 
valves Darracq left in 1912, to be replaced by 
Clegg, who had just left Rover. The Sunbeam and 
Talbot (Clement) connections soon followed – and 
we think that modern corporate webs are 
something new! 
In 1905 Arthur Rymill won the first Norton 
Summit hill climb in a 12 h.p. twin cylinder 
Darracq, which is the same model as Genevieve, 

the star of the 1950’s comedy which popularised 
the veteran car movement. The real Genevieve 
would not be able to be classified under the current 
FIVA dating regulations because it has a flying 
fifteen radiator with top tank and filler cap rather 
than the serpentine radiator with the dash mounted 
header tank that characterizes the 12 h.p. twin. It is 
surprising that there is such confusion as even the 
cognoscenti can be misled as the Rymill car is 
labelled a flying fifteen in the picture of it winning 
the Norton Summit hill climb in the ‘Brooks 
books”. Another famous South Australian Darracq 
conveyed Arthur Mullins’ Mother to hospital for 
the birth of Arthur. That was in about 1840, and 
Arthur and the car are still part of the family even 
though this makes Arthur 170 years old. 
 

 
The ‘project’ as it came to Tim 

 

Tim’s car was found in Mortlake by Les Wheeler.  
It went to Tasmania in a trade with Francis 
Ransley. Francis was able to add some parts, and it 
was then sold to Stephen Auld of Hobart. After 
some 15 years of little progress it was offered for 
sale on the internet, hence Tim’s phone call to Phil 
on the footpath. Francis Ransley of Wynyard in 
Tasmania has been involved with Darracqs, also 
since the 1980’s, and the logical move was to ask 
him to restore the chassis. Francis has a 1904 twin 
cylinder roadster, a 1905 flying fifteen rear 
entrance tourer, a 1906 30 h.p. Roi de Belges 
tourer and a 1907 twin cylinder yet to be restored. 
Tim built the body on his Riley, an MG and a few 
boats and is keen to do the same for the Darracq 
and fortunately Francis has a set of full size body 
plans for the correct tourer body. As can be seen, 
the chassis is almost to running form, and then Tim 
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will have to find more room (and money) as he 
completes the restoration. 
 
Tim’s car is a 1910 80x120 mm 19 h.p. side valve 
with a fully enclosed bathtub chassis, which in 
itself is a work of art.  The Mullins car is a rare 
‘W’ transaxle from 1908 – the only year that 
Darracq experimented with this design feature. It 
has a 100x100 mm 18–22 h.p. motor, accounting 
for its lively performance. Then there is the 
Hamish Mc Donald 10 h.p. twin cylinder of 1907, 
Julian Mc Neil’s 1904 twin and 1911 type A11, 4 
cylinder roadster, with another 1907 twin cylinder 
on the way. Were it not for Greg Mahon, who adds 
four veteran Ford Ts to the list, Darracq might be 
the most prolific marque in the Club.  

 

 
The 1910 Darracq today 

 
 

  Mysteries old and new… 
Mercedes Update 
In the February Bulletin, we featured a 1904 
photograph of the Crown Prince of Germany with 
his fiancée in their motor, which we identified in 
March as Mercedes. By coincidence, a superb body 
plate has been advertised (and quickly sold) which 
adds to the story of “American Mercedes” and 
“Mercedes–Simplex” mentioned in the March 
Bulletin. For more discussion, see the Pre War Car 
website: www.prewarcar.com  
 

 
 
De Dion Bouton? 
For our March Mystery, we asked about the Max 
Beart photo of “the works hack”. Barry Foster, 

currently restoring Kermit the De Dion featured in 
the same issue, asks if the Beart car is not also De 
Dion Bouton? Certainly look as if it could be: what 
say you, De Dion experts?  
 
This month’s mystery 
Among the photos sent in by Diane Turner was this 
one, also taken at the Rotoua rally in 1979. Can 
someone tell us a little about this early car? 
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  The Light Car in South Australia: Chater Lea and Lagonda
The cycle car craze just prior to the first war was 
responsible for some rather-too-rudimentary 
vehicles, but eventually some very nicely 
engineered small cars evolved. Chater Lea and 
Lagonda were two of many that made it to the 
South Australia market…  

The South Australian Motor, for August 1913 
carried quite a long article on cycle cars, but 
singled out the newly arrived Chater Lea for a 
detailed description: 

“One, the best yet constructed is that built by 
Chater Lea Co., Ltd., and which has only been 
adopted by this well-known firm as its standard 
after several years of testing and experimenting. 
They are built both in air and water cooled models, 
the latter being specially suitable for Australian 
conditions. 

“The frame is of channel steel, braced throughout 
by tubular cross members, and inswept in front to 
allow sufficient steering lock. Semi-elliptic leaf 
springs are fitted to front and rear axles, or ample 
length, correctly designed and shackled, to absorb 
all road shocks without noticeable jar or vibration, 
and free from side roll when corners are taken at 
speed. The engine develops 8 h.p., is expressly 
designed, flexible to drive, and cool running on 
hills or in traffic; in fact the water-cooled cylinders 
have water jackets of such ample proportions that it 
is practically impossible to overheat the engine.  

 
1913 Chater Lea 2-cylinder water-cooled cycle car, 

fitted with a Vivian Lewis body. 

“After extended trials, the Chater Lea Co., Ltd., 
have adopted the motor car practice of a straight 
through shaft drive, and have designed clutch, gear 
box and worm-driven differential axle on this 
principle. Three speeds forward and reverse gears 

are provided, and operated by means of gate gear 
change lever and quadrant. A Bosch, ball-bearing, 
high-tension, weatherproof magneto is carried and 
is chain driven. 

“The illustration shown above is reproduced from a 
photograph taken of the first of these popular little 
cars imported into South Australia. Messrs. Vivian 
Lewis, Ltd., Gawler Place, are the agents, and the 
body was designed and built in their own 
workshop. 

 
It will be noted that it is a graceful little model, 
fitted with hood and wind screen, and being 
painted a pretty shade of light grey and trimmed 
with leather to match, makes a splendid runabout, 
capable of any amount of work, comfortable and 
easily handled, and we understand Messrs. Lewis, 
Ltd., are now booking orders for early delivery, 
and at the price quoted, viz., 200 guineas, predict 
for Chater Lea a very successful market in this 
State. It may be added that, in order to suit climatic 
conditions, the local agents are importing water-
cooled engines only.” 
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So far as I can see, the Chater Lea was only 
advertised for a little over one year, so it is not 
known whether the new-for-1914 four-cylinder 
Chater Lea was ever brought out here in numbers.  

In fact the fall-off in advertising for the Chater Lea 
in the second half of 1914 coincides closely with 
the arrival of the Lagonda, also carried by Lewis. 
Once again, it was the South Australian Motor, this 
time in August 1914, which carried a detailed 
description of the car” 

“After seeing the latest examples of the light car 
industry, which have been recently unpacked by 
the various motor agents, I am convinced that it 
will not be long before the “new motoring”, as it is 
called in England, becomes as popular out here as 
it is in the Old Country. The inefficient machines 
have now been weeded out, so that prospective 
purchasers need not hesitate to place their orders 
for any of the cars now on view, as these have all 
been subjected to most severe tests, and can be 
guaranteed to meet the requirements of local 
conditions. The 11 h.p. Lagonda, which Vivian 
Lewis, Ltd., landed a few days ago, is well worth 
inspection, and I have no hesitation in saying that it 
is amongst the ten best light cars produced by 
British manufacturers. The recent English light car 
trials amply bear out my opinion.  

 

“Unlike a great many light cars, the Lagonda is 
very roomy, and has ample accommodation for the 
legs of a six-foot driver. It presents a very smart, 
sporting appearance, with its pointed radiator and 
dark green streamline, boat-shaped body, and has 
plenty of room in the boot for a good quantity of 
luggage or travellers’ samples.  

“The suspension is particularly good, having 
transverse springs in front and quarter elliptics set 
on the cantilever principle in the rear, which, with 
a track and wheelbase of 3 ft. 10 in. and 7 ft. 9 in. 
respectively makes the going very easy, and should 
be a great economy on tires. Accessibility is a 
strong feature of the power unit, the magneto and 
S.U. carburetter being mounted high up above the 
frame level. The lubrication is carried out by a 
small automatic plunger pump, which draws its 
supply from the base chamber, and forces oil into 
all the necessary parts. The four cylindered engine 
is very flexible, so that on top gear the machine can 
be driven from 5 to 45 miles per hour, and the 
overhead inlet valves give it a remarkable amount 
of power for its comparatively small size. 
Transmission is by an ordinary leather cone clutch, 
thence through a three-speed and reverse gear-box 
to the final drive of an overhead worm differential. 
The very moderate price, £230, includes five 
Sankey detachable wheels, adjustable wind screen, 
hood, 5 lamps, horn, and tools complete.” 

 
In one of the S.C.C. Motoring History books, 
George Brooks states that seven Lagondas 
appeared on the registration lists in 1917, so a few 
were sold here, and as we know a survivor resides 
in the state at present. The number of Chater Leas 
sold is not known, but there are the remains of one 
car currently under restoration. Are there other 
survivors? 

Leon Mitchell. 
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  National Veteran Rally, Naracoorte, 3 – 8 May 2009 
 
Next week Naracoorte will be the hub for Veteran motoring in South Australia, with something like 120 
cars and 25 motorcycles entered for the National Veteran Rally. If you haven’t entered, you may wish to 
sneak down to Naracoorte and see the cars and bikes on one of the days, in which case the rally program 
below may be of use. The rally start each day will be at the car park for the Swimming Lake. 

 

Sunday 3rd May 14:00 – 17:00 Registration at Games Room of Naracoorte Holiday 
Park Village, 81 Park Terrace, Naracoorte 

18:30  Welcome reception and rally opening, Town Hall 

Monday 4th May 09:30 Rally to Bourne Bird Museum, Bool Lagoon and Struan 
House 

Tuesday 5th May 09:30  Naracoorte Caves run 

18:00  Lights parade through central Naracoorte 

Wednesday 6th May 0930  Tour to Penola and optional visits to Graeme Smith’s 
stationary engine collection, Mary MacKillop Centre, Yallum 
House and a variety of wineries 

Thursday 7th May 09:30  Tour to Lucindale to visit the Lucindale Museum and Club 

18:00  Evening with the Naracoorte Historic Vehicles Club 

Friday 8th May 09:30  Tour to Edenhope 

18:30  Rally Dinner at the Naracoorte Town Hall 

Saturday 9th May 10:00  Post Rally Display in the Naracoorte Square 

 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please notify the editor of changes

Buy, sell or swap: Will buy your mating lamp or 
sell mine. The square lamp is Oldfield, the other 
P&H  Contact Terry Parker (08) 8331 3445 
tgparker@bigpond.net.au  

  
 

For sale: Jaguar XJ6 Saloon 4.2 litre. Rare 4 speed 
manual with overdrive. Old English White, Dark 

blue interior. Series 1, September 1971 built, sold 
here new by Brysons in May 1971. I am only the 
second owner. Has not been restored, just 
maintained in top condition from new. New leather 
upholstered in original Jaguar style, excellent 
interior wood work and is air conditioned. Engine 
reconditioned a few years ago, the car is now in 
good order throughout incl. tyres. Always cared 
for, a very comfortable classic ready to go!!  
Registration number RPU-200, $6000.00. Contact 
Duncan Scott (08) 8272 2924 or 0407 732443.  

For auction: The up-coming Bonhams and 
Goodman Collectors Motor Cars, Motor Cycles 
and Automobilia auction in Sydney this Sunday 
(May 3) features three veterans: a 1916 Indian 
Powerplus, a 1913 25-30 Sunbeam and a 1910 15 
Napier. See www.bonhamsandgoodman.com.au  
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All members are requested to complete this form and return it when renewing their membership for 2009 
– 2010. The information will be used to ensure that our club records are correct. Later in 2009, the Club 
will publish a membership list, for distribution to Members Only. Please indicate on the form what 
information, if any, you would like included in this published membership list. 

 Please include this 
information about me 

in the published 
membership list 

Name  Yes �     No � 

Address  The published 
membership list will 
not include addresses 

Home telephone  Yes �     No � 

Mobile telephone  Yes �     No � 

email address  Yes �     No � 

 

I do not object to my name and vehicle details appearing in the Bulletin from 
time to time Yes � 

I do not have access to email – in this case your Bulletin will be posted to your 
above address at no charge Yes � 

I have access to email, but I would like a printed copy of the Bulletin posted to 
me anyway. A fee of $10 p.a. is payable. Yes � 

Membership fee for 2009 – 2010 $30.00 

Add $10.00 if you have access to email but would 
like the Bulletin sent to you by post $10.00 

Total (insert $30 or $40 as appropriate)  

 

Signed  

 
Membership should be renewed by 30 June, 2009.  Payment can be made at the monthly meeting, or by post 

to: The Secretary VCCSA, 11 Kelmscott St, Oaklands Park 5046 
email: secretary@vccsa.org.au  
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Notice of Election of Committee Members to be held 
at the Club’s Annual General Meeting 

Wednesday, 1st July 2009 
 
 
The Club Committee is comprised of the following members: Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
five Members of the Committee. Any member of the Club in good standing is eligible to stand for 
election to any position on the Club Committee provided that: 
 

• the member has been nominated for election to that position by another member of the Club in 
good standing 

• the nomination has been seconded by a different member of the Club in good standing, other than 
the nominee 

• the nominee accepts the nomination, and 
• the nomination shall be in writing, signed by the nominator, by the seconder and by the nominee 

and delivered to the Secretary by no later than 28 days prior to the date of the Annual General 
Meeting; corresponding in 2009 to Wednesday 3rd June. 

 
 

Nomination Form 
 
 
I, …………………………….…..….. , hereby nominate ……….…..…...…………………..  
 
to stand for election to the position of ……………………………. of the Club Committee 
 

Signed …………………………….…..….. (Nominator) 
 
 
I, …………………………….…..….. , hereby second the above nomination 
 

Signed …………………………….…..….. (Seconder) 
 
 
I, …………………………….…..….. , hereby accept the above nomination 
 

Signed …………………………….…..….. (Nominee) 
 
 

 
Completed nomination forms should be received by the current Secretary, Barry Bahnisch,  

by Wednesday 3rd June 2009. If submitted by post:  
The Secretary VCCSA, 11 Kelmscott St, Oaklands Park 5046 

email: secretary@vccsa.org.au  
 


