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  National Veteran Rally, Naracoorte 
 

It’s not that often that a National Rally lands on our doorstep, particularly a veteran rally with 
around 120 cars and 25 motorcycles taking part. Those who travelled down to Naracoorte for the 
event, organised by the Sporting Car Club of South Australia to celebrate its 75th Anniversary, were 
treated to an extraordinary spectacle. The earliest car in the event was the very pretty 1902 Thomas, 
which circulated with other early gems like a 1903 curved dash Olds and early De Dion singles. 

  
The other end of the performance spectrum was represented by vehicles such as Benz and Cadillac, 
not to mention the rather special 1907 Model K Ford which drew a crowd each time the bonnet was 
opened. Julian’s 1908 Clement Bayard, despite being hard to get out of bed in the morning, seemed 
to enjoy its first run on S.A. roads, and the editorial 1910 four cylinder F.N. motorcycle behaved 
itself appropriately until one minute after the end of the Friday run, when the rear tyre deflated with 
a loud sigh – a timely end to an enjoyable week of rallying. . 

  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The next 
meeting is on Wednesday 3rd June, 2009, and for something a little different James Bruce from 
Bonhams & Goodman (previously Bruce Auctions) has accepted our invitation to attend and 
provide impromptu assessments of items that we think may or may not be worth money. Please 
bring along something “antique” for James to examine. 
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  From the committee  
 

From the Chairman 

Once again the AGM is just around the corner.  As 
in any club, this means it is time to consider how 
much enjoyment each of us has obtained from the 
Club, and to ask ourselves whether there is some 
way we can make a contribution.  

Our Constitution allows for a Committee of 8 
people, and if all goes well the coming year will 
see a full complement.  This is a great start, but it is 
only a start.  As your representatives, it is the 
Committee's wish to conduct the Club to give the 
greatest amount of enjoyment to the greatest 
number of members.  

Surely the most reliable yardstick for the success of 
any club is the degree of participation of all the 
members.  Speaking on behalf of the whole 
Committee, we would like as many cars and motor 
cycles as possible on the rallies, and as many 
people as possible at the meetings.  We would also 
like as many suggestions for meetings and events 
as we can possibly get.  Please give it some 
thought in the coming year, and I guarantee we will 
continue to thrive. 

Howard Filtness 

 

From the Secretary/Treasurer  

Membership –Numbers are still inching up and 
have now reached 87. The committee has 
considered pro rata membership and it has been 
decided that new members who join from January 
to March (inclusive) should pay half of the year’s 
subscription and those that join from April to June 
(again inclusive) should have their subs carry over 
to cover them for the next financial year. Already 
quite a few members have paid their 2009/2010 
subs and we fervently hope that all of the existing 
members will renew. The steadily increasing 
membership numbers are encouraging but, even 
more so, is the proportion of “younger” members 
(say, in their 40’s and/or 50’s) who are keen and 
active. We have not seen signs like this in the 
veteran movement in this State for some years and 
may be another indication of a welcome 
resurgence. Please be sure to fill in the 
“Membership Renewal Form” and submit it with 
your subs. 

 
All new members are equally welcome but 
amongst the recent ones is Dave Hatcliffe whose 
business is Vintage Tin Australia. I know that 
Dave has done some superb bodywork for one or 
two of our members and there seems nothing that 
he cannot do in this field. There are so few people 
skilled in this work today. Perhaps we will invite 
him to give us a bit of a talk at one of our meetings. 
Anyway, he can be contacted by phone 8250 9092 
or email www.vintagetin.com.au or at 5 Arcoona 
Rd, Salisbury Plain. 
 

Finances – We currently have a bank/cash balance 
of $4552.61 but this includes $800 advance 
payments for the Annual Dinner. The committee 
has decided that we should have our finances 
audited this year and in the future—a good idea 
and a welcome assurance to members now that the 
Club has become relatively more “established”. 
We continue to make efforts to contain our costs 
and at this time next year may well have over 
$5,000 in funds. We really must give serious 
consideration as to how we can use some of this 
money to provide worthwhile benefits to members. 
The “bodymaking” DVDs have proved very 
popular, and have been lent out to members 
practically continuously since we acquired them, 
but other suggestions would be welcome. We have 
to be mindful as to how to we will handle the items 
(tools, etc?) or perhaps we will subsidise rally 
entrants by offering discounts or a small club 
contribution towards costs/fees? Please give this 
some thought. 

Annual General Meeting – The AGM on July 1 is 
fast approaching. We need to have nominations for 
the committee in hand 28 days before the AGM – 
by the June meeting at the very latest. Please 
consider joining the committee. The responsibility 
is not onerous, as there is just one committee 
meeting each month, held on the Wednesday 
before the general meeting at the home of one of 
the committee members. A nomination form was 
included in the April Bulletin. 
 

Annual Dinner – Phil Keene has done a fine job 
organising the annual club dinner, which is 
advertised elsewhere in the Bulletin. Payments to 
me ASAP please. Make it a great night! 

Barry Bahnisch 



 
Bulletin May 2009  Page 3 

 
 

From the editor 

With the National Veteran Rally it has been a very 
busy month, so thanks to those who contributed 
items to go in this issue of the Bulletin: Barry 
Bahnisch, Terry Parker, Bruce Howard, Alan 
Meredith, Don Le Busque and Phil Keane for his 
rally photos. One of the issues in compiling the 
magazine is juggling articles to fit in the 10 pages 
available, which means that sometimes articles are 
held over, but more often articles are needed. 
Please consider putting pen to paper on any veteran 
topic that amuses you – describe your car, a 
pleasant outing, or some obscure piece of history 
that tickles your fancy. Any contribution is most 
welcome.  

Leon Mitchell 

 

 

Veteran Car Club of South Australia 
Annual Club Dinner 
Saturday 11th July 2009 

Kooyonga Golf Club 

$50 per head for the evening’s entertainment 

More details: Phil Keane 

Tickets: Barry Bahnisch 

All members and partners most welcome!  

 

 

  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
14 June 2009 

Breakfast Run. Assemble at 8 AM at the usual car park in the Veale Gardens 
on South Terrace for an 8:30 AM departure on a short run to the East 
Continental Deli on East Terrace, next to the Botanic Hotel. Arrive around 9 
AM to sample their delicious breakfast menu. $20 covers breakfast, tea or 
coffee. Plenty of parking is available at this early hour. We will be dining on 
the enclosed balcony upstairs. Note one week later than usual to avoid long 
weekend. 
 
 

Wednesday 
1 July 2009 

Annual General Meeting. Yes it’s that time of year again, and the main task 
of the AGM will be to install a new committee to keep the Club running 
smoothly. Nomination form was in the April Bulletin – please consider 
joining the committee. Richard Venus will speak to us about early electric 
lighting in Adelaide. 
 
 

Saturday 
11 July 2009 

VCCSA Annual Dinner. Kooyonga Golf Club. Members, partners and 
friends are invited to join us for a relaxing evening to celebrate the third 
birthday of our Club. After dinner, Leon will entertain us with a talk entitled 
Veteran Motoring Meets the Arts.  Tickets $50 from Barry. 
 
 

Saturday 
9 August 2009 

Breakfast Run. Details TBA. 
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  Veteran cars in Britain 

While some of us sampling the Naracoorte 
countryside aboard veteran vehicles, Bruce 
Howard was roaming the British countryside… 

Here are a few lucky pictures taken whilst on our 
trip to UK a couple of weeks ago. We were in the 
town of Stamford, Lincolnshire (famous for being 
the film set of “Pride and Prejudice”) when a group 
of veterans happened to pass through. 

 
By the time we had parked our car we only caught 
these two (a De Dion and Wolseley). All I was able 
to glean was that they were on a rally to Burghley 
House (Ancestral seat of the Marquess of Exeter 
Lord Burghley First Minister of Elizabeth 1st). 
When the Wolesley was coaxed into running again, 

 
I was dragged off screaming by our hosts who had 
other plans for lunch etc. so I was unable to go and 
see the rest of the cars (Apparently about 100) 
getting drenched in a typical English Spring. Lunch 
was nice though!  

 
 

 

  The cost of the veteran car 
Terry Parker investigates the cost of joining the 
motoring rush in 1910… 

Following some idle banter about relative costs of 
buying a car in the veteran period, I withdrew from 
the safe the original invoices for the 1910 
Hotchkiss which lives here. 

The 12 hp Hotchkiss cost £319/17/- and the 
landing, transport and agent’s fees took it to 
£407/12/9. The body, built by F.T.Hack of 

Adelaide, cost £101/13/-.  Then the Stepney wheel, 
tyre and tube (and fitting) cost £16/15/4, the pump, 
jack, head and side lamps, speedometer and clock 
were extras, adding £39/11/6.  The total cost of the 
body was therefore £141/9/9, assuming that I can 
still add pre-decimal currency.  The real interest is 
that a Stepney wheel cost the equivalent of 3 pair 
of Lucas self generating headlamps, or 3 Smiths 
speedos complete with drive.  Try telling that to the 
swap meet vendors! 
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  Mysteries and steam 

In the April Bulletin, I mentioned an article sent to 
me by Tony Beaven about a very high tech attempt 
to break the land speed record for a steam powered 
vehicle. While poking around on the internet I 
came across the website for The Steam Car Club 
http://www.steamcar.net/ . What a marvellous site! 
Not only does it contain all the latest news from the 
team trying to break the record 
http://www.steamcar.net/lsr-pics.html , but it also 
has the full story of “the world’s fastest canoe” 
http://www.steamcar.net/stanley/fastest.pdf, the 
steam powered Stanley race car that clocked 
127.66 mph on Daytona Beach in 1906, the record 
that still stands today. 

 
And last month’s mystery? Thanks to those who 
had no trouble recognising it as a 1901 Locomobile 
Steam Buggy, which was built in the USA “to the 
Stanley design”. The Steam Car Club website is a 

great source of Locomobile information, but the 
illustration below comes from the 1902 book 
“Light Cars and Voiturettes” and shows the body 
cut away to reveal the simple twin cylinder motor, 
driving the back wheels directly by chain, geared 
2:1. 

 
Ex-New Zealander Alan Meredith sent in an article 
that appeared in Issue 230 of Beaded Wheels that 
spells out the history of the car pictured last month. 
Briefly, it was originally owned by a Mr. Barton, 
and eventually ended up at a technical college 
where its mechanicals introduced students to 
steam. Restoration was completed in 1972 by Ross 
Jones of Auckland, who has rallied it extensively 
and still owns it. It is one of about a dozen 
Locomobiles in New Zealand. 

 

  This and that… 
Good work   
Further to the articles by Howard Filtness in the 
January Bulletin. I have just picked up a newly 
crafted bonnet for my Belsize; the work was 
carried out by Dave Hatcliffe at Vintage Tin 
Australia at 5 Arcoona Road Salisbury Plain (8250 
9092).I reiterate the comments of Howard and I am 
very pleased again with the quality of  the 
workmanship. Prior to making the bonnet Dave 
made a bonnet former for me (to attach to firewall) 
after I supplied him patterns and drawings. It 
seems to me that Dave is able to produce just about 
anything you may require in sheet metal work. It is 
worth remembering this Craftsman if you are 
needing sheet metal work done to help with your 
restoration. Dave is very obliging and has a real 

interest in the work you take to him.  
Don Le Busque 

Speed camera, 1901 style 
From The Advertiser 25 January 1901: 
“The “scorcher” on a cycle or a motor-car is 
difficult to convict, because the policeman or other 
witness cannot easily tell the speed he is going at. 
A simple plan has been suggested by M. Gaumont, 
a well known French instrument maker. It is to take 
two instantaneous photographs successively, with a 
known interval of time between, and measure how 
far they are apart on the proof. The interval may be 
1.20 sec. A camera for the purpose might be 
supplied to the police who watch over the speeds 
of motor-cars and cycles.”  
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  National Veteran Rally, Naracoorte, 3 – 8 May 2009 
Barry Bahnisch looks back on the National 
Veteran Rally; pictures from Phil Keane… 

Congratulations to all concerned for a superbly 
organized and memorable event! A number of our 
members were at the forefront and it was another 
example of how well things can be done in this 
State! Julian’s address at the start of each day was 
a highlight and gave all entrants a feeling of 
involvement and the daily newsletter put together 
by Iris and the Mullins family did likewise. These 
were but two examples and it is obvious that a 
tremendous amount of work was done by all 
concerned (several of whom are Club members) in 
order to make the event go as smoothly (at least 
outwardly!) as it did. The weather was another 
contributing factor, cool but remarkably fine 
practically throughout and the runs, though fairly 
long but flat, were interesting and picturesque. All 

the same Daph and I had to keep reminding each 
other that this was actually fun. We drove our 
Rover down and back without incident and must 
have covered over 1,000 miles in the week. Just 
before the Dinner on the last night we had a visit 
from Malcolm McLean (the son-in-law of the late 
Tony Ohlmeyer—I have written a small article 
about Tony elsewhere in the Bulletin—having met 
up with he and Tony’s daughter Angela, after some 
decades, earlier in the week) who donated, on 
behalf of Tony’s family, seven excellent veteran 
and vintage era books which will form the nucleus 
of a collection which we can build on in the future. 
Phil Keane is the “custodian”; several of the books 
have already been lent out and we will list the titles 
in the next Bulletin but please see Phil at meetings 
or contact him to look at and/or borrow them.   
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Tony Ohlmeyer 
No doubt many older members would remember 
the late Tony Ohlmeyer (1901-1986), Australia’s 
foremost MG driver, mechanic and tuner in his 
time. Tony grew up, ironically, in my old home 
town of Tanunda where (before my time) his 
family were motoring enthusiasts from the very 
outset. In 1904 they made a car they called the 
“Jigger” which I think still exists in country SA. 
Instead of attending a city boarding school, Tony 
became an apprentice motor mechanic at Tanunda 
and Angaston before starting his own business at 
Sedan. He soon became involved in motor sport 
and won the prestigious Advertiser 24-hour Trial 
on no less than six occasions from the late 1920’s 
to the mid-1930’s, the last four consecutively in a 
Triumph following which the company awarded 
him a gold medal for “services to the marque”! In 
1936 he wrote to Abingdon-on Thames asking to 
purchase an MG TA chassis to build a road racing 
car. His reputation was such that the factory 
agreed, almost certainly the only rolling chassis 
ever sold to a private buyer outside of the UK (or 
anywhere?). When it arrived, the factory had 

included a number of special parts and 
modifications which they had developed for 
competition. In due course Tony successfully 
drove his “special” at Lobethal, Woodside and 
Nuriootpa during which time he opened up a new 
business at Beaumont. This became a focal point 
for MG owners (including myself) who met there 
on Saturday afternoons (our only venue for MG 
camaraderie and swapping stories before the MG 
Car Club was formed in 1956). Always genial and 
kind-hearted, Tony spent so much time modifying 
and tuning other owner’s cars that this became his 
priority until his retirement in 1972. He and his 
wife then moved to Naracoorte to be near his 
daughter Angela and her husband and family (who 
had a property nearby). Mrs Ohlmeyer (Val) 
passed away in 1974 and Tony in 1986. 
We are extremely grateful to Angela and her 
family (who still have the TA) for their kind 
donation, the books will be a lasting memorial to a 
famous South Australian motoring figure of 
yesteryear and will be of great interest and 
assistance to our members. 
Barry Bahnisch 
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  Close to 50 years ago… 
 
Some months back we featured a number of photos 
of veteran cars taken at taken at various veteran 
rallies around the state in the 1950s. While the 
veteran car movement was active, so were the 
motorcyclists, with a number of runs organised by 
the Veteran and Vintage Motor Cycle Club of 
South Australia, which was formed some 57 years 
ago. The event at which these photos, supplied by 
Terry Parker, were taken is not known exactly, but 
the meeting place seems to be the Mobil garage at 
Gepps Cross, and the likely date is early 1960s. 
The c1903 clip-on 2 h.p. Minerva is the machine 
currently on show near the entrance of the National 
Motor Museum at Birdwood. It’s an interesting 
machine that was a feature of many early events – 
Chris Harley can supply some rather colourful 
stories about its early life. At the time of the photo, 
it was said to be owned by someone named Seeley. 
The Minerva is unusual in that its frame height was 
lowered in the early days to suit a rider of 
somewhat diminutive stature, and hence it is quite 
recognisable. The accompanying undated but 
1950s cutting from Terry’s scrapbook clearly 
shows the same bike “before restoration”. One 
intriguing possibility is that the bike is actually a 
1903-pattern Lewis, as it uses the Chater Lea 
ccycle parts that were chosen by the manufacturer 
for many years. But back to our first photo. Says 
Terry: “Look what's just come off of Wally 
(Wollatt’s) trailer (background) towed by the 
Zephyr” – certainly the bike is recognisable to me 
because it’s the 1910 four cylinder FN that I 
currently own; I rode it earlier in the month on the 
Naracoorte veteran rally. 

 

The other shot is taken on the same day, with 
Wally's trailer still in view.  

 
Says Terry: “In the background is Harold 
Rosenhain’s 1914 Triumph outfit and Wally’s 
1915 Harley which would have been ridden by Leo 
Sandicock, whose 1930's Plymouth is parked by 
the building”. The three bikes featured are, l to r, 
c1915 Precision Big 4, c1918 P&M and c1920 
Favourite, powered by a JAP V-twin motor. 
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  The Motor Car Frauds – Part 1  
 

 

In 1909, the Commonwealth of Australia became 
concerned about widespread “short payment” of 
customs duty by members of the Australian motor 
industry. Letters flew back and forward between 
the Comptroller General of the Department of 
Trade & Customs and the Crown Solicitor, Mr. 
Chas. Powers. Almost every major motor house in 
Australia was investigated in the affair that was to 
become “The Motor Car Frauds”… 

The National Archives of Australia houses what 
must be one of the strangest of all collections: a 
vast quantity of government papers that should 
really have been thrown away years ago, but have 
somehow survived to occasionally see the light of 
day. Although the indexing of the collection 
sometimes leaves a little to be desired, if you can 
find it in the index, you can view it. And the 
strangest things appear. 

While searching for information on Vivian Lewis 
Limited, I came across a large quantity of 
documents filed under the heading of “The Motor 
Car Frauds”. These documents are mostly either 
fact-finding for potential prosecutions, or papers 
relating to the prosecutions themselves, and by 
their nature give another view of the Australian 
motor industry in the period 1907 – 1911. To 
understand the origins of the investigation, we need 
to understand a little about the way Australian 
Customs treated items imported by the motor trade. 

Duties on imported goods were governed by the 
Customs Act 1901, and the associated Customs 
Tariffs which were modified from time to time. 

 Prior to 11 December 1907, the tariff associated 
with “motor cars, and parts thereof, including tyres 
when accompanying vehicles” was 35%, or 25% if 
the goods originated in the United Kingdom. 
Although such tariffs must have been easy to 
apply, they were not serving the needs of the 
burgeoning motor industry in Australia. Because 
no local manufacturer had succeeded in building a 
commercially viable motor car, the Australian 
motor industry was developing with a heavy 
emphasis on importation of foreign cars. Some 
companies met customer needs by supplying 
locally-built bodies, but for this model to succeed, 
the industry needed access to low-cost imported 
chassis. 

Tariffs were modified in two steps. From 11 
December 1907, the tariff on “chassis for Motor 
Cars and Rubber Tyres for one car” was reduced to 
5% for all countries of origin except the United 
Kingdom, whose motor chassis could be imported 
duty free. The general tariff on motor bodies was 
set at 35%, or 30% if the chassis came from the 
U.K.  

By this date the meaning of “chassis” was well 
understood in the trade to include the complete 
running chassis of a motor car, including wheel 
and tyres, all mechanicals, and radiator. 
Specifically not included in the accepted definition 
of “chassis” were any of the sheet metal parts, 
except the bonnet and, depending on manufacturer, 
perhaps the scuttle. 

Clearly Australian rubber goods manufacturers 
campaigned hard on the subject of tariffs on tyres, 
because on 15 May 1908, only five months after 
the previous change, the tariff on rubber tyres 
accompanying the motor chassis was increased 
generally to 25%, or 20% if the tyres originated in 
the U.K. 

This complex tariff situation from 1908 – 0(5)% on 
the chassis, 20(25)% on the tyres, and 30(35)% on 
the body – created the environment in which “the 
motor car frauds” originated, with various schemes 
being devised to minimize the amount of duty paid 
on imported goods for the motor industry.  

Some of the schemes were creative rather than 
fraudulent. One involved an attempt to re-define 
the “chassis” to include wings and mudguards – 
items traditionally accepted as parts of the body. 
Of course it was not enough to unilaterally declare 
a new definition of “chassis”; what was really 
needed was to get the manufacturer to adopt your 
new definition, and to invoice accordingly. Other 
schemes were more overtly fraudulent, with 
manufacturers being asked – and sometimes 
agreeing – to produce invoices with cost shifted 
from the high-tariff body onto the low-tariff 
chassis. 

In the next instalment, we’ll see how many major 
businesses, including the Adelaide firms of Eyes & 
Crowle Ltd, Duncan & Fraser Ltd, Vivian Lewis 
Ltd and Murray Aunger Ltd became embroiled in 
the affair, with serious consequences for some. 
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  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please 
notify the editor of changes 

Buy, sell or swap: Will buy your mating lamp or 
sell mine. The square lamp is Oldfield, the other 
P&H  Contact Terry Parker (08) 8331 3445 
tgparker@bigpond.net.au    

  And a special invitation  
 

 

 
 

Sunday 25th October 2008 
for  

Veteran Cars and Motorcycles 
 

Arrangements for the  
22nd Down Under London to Brighton Run  

are being made and now is the time to mark your calendar 
 

Enquiries to Nevin Skurray 
phone (08) 8296 1994 (a.h.) or 0413 023 178 

or email: nevskurr@adam.com.au 
 

Entry Forms will be mailed to previous entrants and 
will also be available from your Secretary and from Nevin Skurray 

 

 

 

Hosted by The Vintage Sports Car Club of SA Inc. 
 

Supported by Shannons Insurance 
 

   
 

     

 


