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  VCCSA Annual Dinner – we’re 3! 
 

    

    

    
Mid winter may not be the time for rallying, but that’s no reason to stop having fun. The Club 
celebrated its third birthday with its fourth Annual Dinner on July 11 at the newly-refurbished 
Kooyonga Golf Club. A good night was had by all. Thanks to Phil Keene for organising the event. 
More photos inside.  
 

  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of each month, except January, at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The next 
meeting is on Wednesday 5th August, 2009, when Barry Bahnisch will tell us about the trials and 
tribulations of his current restoration: an early Humber. 
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  From the committee  
 

Chairman’s Report 2008 – 2009 

The Club seems to be going from strength to 
strength. The membership is now approaching 90 
and surely will soon number over 100. In the three 
years since the formation of our group, I feel sure 
we have exceeded all expectations of every 
member of the founding team. 

What is even more encouraging is that the range of 
vehicles owned by our members is second to none. 
The inclusion of veteran motorcycle enthusiasts 
within our ranks has greatly increased the overall 
interest of both car and cycle owners alike and 
certainly makes a more attractive and exciting 
display for the general public when the vehicles 
park together. 

I would like to thank the two members of the 
Committee who have served us well over the last 
twelve months and have chosen not to run for 
nomination for next year. Barry Bahnisch has done 
a superlative job in the position of 
Secretary/Treasurer. In fact, not only will two 
people be needed to replace him (each one new to 
the Committee) but I have to warn them both that 
he is a hard act to follow. Julian McNeil too is 
stepping aside and his input and enthusiasm will be 
sadly missed. Hopefully both Barry and Julian will 
enjoy their break and consider re-joining the 
Committee at a later date. Julian will continue to be 
one of the Club Registration Officers and so is still 
able to issue vehicle log books. 

It would be remiss of me not to thank the other 
members of last year’s Committee. They have done 
a wonderful job editing the Club magazine, 
organising our rallies and suggesting and arranging 
themes for our meetings. A great vote of thanks is 
due to them all. I am confident that the Committee 
we have formed for the coming year will make 
every effort to continue the high standards that 
have been set. 

A word of thanks is also due to our unbeatable 
“supper ladies”. Midway through the year Trish 
Keane was joined by Dianne Barber and between 
them they make sure nobody goes home hungry 
after the meetings. We must remember, too, that 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL makes these 
facilities available to us free of charge, so a 
thankyou is due to them also. 

As I said at the start, we seem to be going from 
strength to strength. Long may it continue. 

Thank you, 

Howard Filtness, Chairman 

From the out-going Secretary-Treasurer  

One of the last things I did as your Secretary was 
to write to George Brooks congratulating him on 
being awarded the OAM in the recent Queens 
Birthday Honours List. Younger members may not 
have met George, particularly since he has suffered 
ill-health in recent years, but he has been a life-
long supporter of the veteran car movement in 
Australia and an internationally-respected 
consultant in the field of veteran and also vintage 
cars. He has held a variety of offices over the 
years, in particular he was the Chairman of the 
Dating Committee of the SCC Veteran Car Section 
during which time his research and dedication, as 
well as his expertise, put this State at the forefront 
of this aspect of the veteran car movement. I am 
pleased to say the George has most graciously 
thanked us for our best wishes.  

Our accounts for last financial year have been 
audited, and the Balance Sheet for 2008/09 shows: 

End of 2007/08 financial year  $3409.88 

Cash at bank 30th June 2009  $6614.66 

Less dinner payments in advance $1950.00 

Total assets at 30th June 2009  $4664.66 

Increase for FY 2008/09  $1254.78 

Barry Bahnisch 

From the new Secretary  

This is my first article as Secretary. It has been a 
busy month for me, with the handover of the post 
from Barry Bahnisch – I thank him for the 
wonderful job he has done on the Committee over 
the past 3 years and also for the help he has given 
to me and for his encouragement and confidence in 
me – I hope it is not misplaced! I would also like to 
thank Julian McNeil for the wonderful work he has 
done on the Committee and for the work he and his 
team did to make the National Rally in Naracoorte 
such an overwhelming success. 

I have been working on the updating of the 
membership list and collating information from the 
subscription renewal forms for the future 
publishing of the Membership List to all members.  
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On this note I remind members that subscriptions 
were due on 1st July and this is particularly 
important for those members who have cars 
registered through the Club. We are obliged to 
notify the Registrar if their membership is not 
renewed. Tim Rettig has taken over as Treasurer 
from Barry Bahnisch but either of us will be happy 
to take subscription renewals from members. 

We welcome two new members this month – 
Jennifer Carter, wife of Roger Cross (current 
member) from Burra, and also Michael McLeary 
who came as a guest to our July meeting and joined 
after that meeting. 

Fifty three members and friends attended the 4th 
Annual Dinner at the Kooyonga Golf Club and it 
was a most enjoyable evening, marking the 3rd 
anniversary of the Club.  The recently renovated 
venue was absolutely ideal for our purposes and 
the meal was first class. The tables were decorated 
with Daphne Bahnisch's beautiful placemats – 
thank you Daphne. Leon’s presentation “Veteran 
Motoring Meets the Arts” (with computer help 
from his attractive assistant Terry) added the 
perfect touch to a fabulous evening. 

From the editor 

There’s a first time for everything, and this month 
I’m in new territory where our allotted ten pages 

won’t contain all the contributions sent in by 
members. So it’s a special thank you to David 
Chantrell, Julian McNeil, Terry Parker, Roger 
Cross and David Bishop for their articles in this 
edition, and apologies to those whose contributions 
I have had to hold over. Don’t worry, if my 
organisation holds up they will appear in a future 
issue – if they don’t please remind me as it is more 
likely that I have misplaced your precious words 
rather than deemed them unsuitable for 
publication! Regardless of the current surfeit, 
please keep the contributions coming. I’m still 
waiting for my article on veteran transmissions. 

The astute will notice that this issue carries the date 
of August 2009, which seems appropriate as it will 
go out in the early days of that month. All previous 
editions of the Bulletin have carried the date of the 
month just past, and I’ve had more than one email 
pointing this out. So this edition marks the change 
– just don’t go looking for the July 2009 issue, as 
there isn’t one! 

Leon Mitchell 

Club Name Badges 

Would all current financial members please notify 
the Secretary if they do not have a name badge 
from the Club. 

 

 

  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
9 August 2009 

Breakfast Run. Gather from 8.30 AM for a 9.00 AM start from Veale 
Gardens car park. Breakfast will be at Gillberries, 37c Dulwich Avenue, 
Dulwich. Depending on weather, we will have a drive through of Waterfall 
Gully car park afterwards. If sufficient parks we will stop.  
 
 

Sunday 
6 September 2009 

Breakfast Run to Clarendon – meet at Coles car park, Blackwood. Home in 
time for Father’s Day lunch! 
 
 

Sunday 
25 October 2009 

London to Brighton Down Under. Our club will fully support this event, 
and it will be our October Rally. The secretary has entry forms, and detail 
have appeared in two previous Bulletins. 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
1 & 2 May, 2010 

To be confirmed: Two day rally based at Strathalbyn. Planning is well 
underway for a two-day rally designed to suit all club vehicles, especially 
three-wheeled vehicles with names beginning with “Ph”. Details to be 
confirmed next month. 
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  Another Adelaide Coachbuilder: T. J. Richards & Sons 

David Chantrell, author of the recent Duncan 
and Fraser book, takes a look at another early 
motor firm… 

In September last year I was fortunate enough to 
attend the 100th Anniversary National Ford ‘T’ 
Rally at Echuca. Henry Ford’s vengeance on the 
world was well represented with over 270 ‘T’s 
attending the rally and leaving plenty of oil stains 
all over country Victorian roads. One of the cars 
was an Adelaide veteran car that I had not seen in 
well over 25 years... 
Wind our way back to the late 1960’s and my 
family heard of a 1915 Ford roadster on the 
Pinnaroo dump. Needless to say we all jumped in 
the car and trailer on a very hot summer’s day and 
drove the 150 plus miles to see if it was true. We 
arrived just in time to see the late Jeff James 
putting the complete car onto his car trailer. Jeff 
restored the car and it turned out to be a T.J. 
Richards bodied Ford and was ordered by the local 
vet. The receipts were still with the car when found 
and has proven to be the only T.J. Richards bodied 
Ford to have survived, complete or otherwise. 

 
My grandfather loved this car and around 1978 or 
so tried to buy it for Nan; well that was his excuse 
at the time. We were unlucky once more and this 
1915 Ford was sold to John Graves. 

 
Now fast forward back to the Echuca Rally last 
year and you can imagine my genuine surprise 
when I first laid eyes on this car once more. I was 

about 11 or 12 years old when I last saw this car, 
so with curiosity well and truly engaged I had to 
have a close look at the car that could well be 
called the Chantrell family nemesis. I was not 
disappointed. The current owner Graeme Baker 
from central Victoria saw me climbing all over his 
car and asked what I knew about his car. That part 
was easy; his second question was what did I know 
about T.J. Richards? That question proved to be 
show stopper and I realised how little we know 
about this particular Adelaide coach and body 
builder particularly from this period. My wife 
groaned at the time as I think she knew I was about 
to embark on another eccentric research project 
and try and answer some of these questions. 

 
Tobias John Martin Richards was born at 
Montacute, South Australia on 3rd February 1850. 
Originally he started work in Kapunda, but after a 
year of so moved on to be an apprentice coach 
builder with Mr. L. Maraun at Hindmarsh Square. 
When he had learned his trade Tobias decided it 
was time to move on. 
In 1881 Tobias set up his first business in High 
Street, Unley and was listed as a “...blacksmith, 
coach fitter & manufacturer of vehicle hardware”. 
In 1885 the fledging business moved to larger 
premises at 34 Price Avenue (now Bull Creek 
Road), Mitcham and was now listed for the first 
time as T.J. Richards & Co., Wheel Wright & 
Coachbuilder. It is thought that it was here that the 
Richard’s famous trademark “King of the Road” 
first appeared. In later company directories 1885 is 
listed as the establishment date. 
Around 1900 larger premises were required once 
more and T.J. Richards moved into 2 storey 
premises on the north western side of Victoria 
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Square backing into Hyde Street next to Hitchcox 
Brothers Foundry.  
In 1905 Tobias looked into the future and built his 
first car body, some 12 years before Holdens. 
During this period Tobias became President of the 
South Australian Chamber of Commerce. In 1912 
the factory was modernised from galvanised iron to 
a brick fronted construction. The State Library of 
SA has some photos B2940, B2943 & B46903 
showing the Victoria Square factory after this 
building work has been completed. 
By 1913 Tobias was 63 years old and he made the 
decision that he needed to step down from the 
business, thus begun the transition of training his 
sons to manage the business. As a public display of 
confidence with his family the business changed its 
name to T.J. Richards & Sons. One decision the 
family made through this period was announcing in 
1915 that they would no longer manufacture horse 
drawn transport. The transition proved to be 
smooth and successful and by 1916 it was 
complete. Tobias retired and named his sons 
Hebert Clarence & Cecil Alfred Victor as directors. 
To accommodate the dual ownership the business 
changed its name once more and now became T.J. 
Richards & Sons, Ltd. 
The business continued to grow with extra 
showrooms in Victoria Square and Pulteney Street. 
By 1915 some of the car and motorcycle agencies 
listed to T.J. Richards & Sons Ltd. included Herff-
Brook, Dixi, Swift, Rudge, Rudge Multi, Swift, 
Pope, AMC & Sirrah 2 stokes. H.C Richards 
announced his new showrooms in Hindley Street 
for Grant & Oakland cars. Interestingly at this late 
stage the company continues to list still the 
premises at Mitcham. 
By the end of WW1 further room was required. 
This time a factory would be built to their 
requirements. A 14 acre parcel of land was bought 
at Leader Street, Keswick. In 1921 the new 
spacious factory was complete and T.J. Richards & 
Sons Ltd moved from Victoria Square to Keswick. 
We are extremely fortunate that a series of 24 
photos were taken of the new factory and still 
survive in the State Library B28400. 
What differentiates Richards from other body 
builders is their ability to build bodies on batches 
of separate makes of cars for all different 
companies around Adelaide. Some of their 
customers included Behrens & Marshall, The 
Henry Car Company, Waymouth Motors and H.C. 
Richards. Some of the makes that we know include 

Amilcar, Armstrong–Siddley, Berliet, Bianchi, 
Besst, Citroen, Chrysler Dodge, Durant, Enfield, 
Flint, Fiat, Ford, Grant, Hillman, Humber, 
Hupmobile, Maxwell, Moon, Morris Cowley, 
Overland, Rolls Royce & Rugby. 
In 1928 T.J. Richards & Sons Ltd. acquired the 
contract to supply Chrysler bodies nationally and 
became Richards Motor Bodies. In 1948 they were 
bought out and became Chrysler Dodge Desoto 
Ltd.  
In 1951 Chrysler Australia was born. By the 1960s 
the old premises at Keswick were just too small 
and a new factory was opened at Tonsley Park in 
1966. In 1967 the foundry opened at Lonsdale. 
Sadly Chrysler Australia fell on hard times and was 
bought out by Mitsubishi Motors Ltd. in 1981. 
More recently Mitsubishi also found themselves in 
financial difficulties and closed Lonsdale in 2004 
and later Tonsley Park in March 2008.  
If one walks around the old Keswick site now 
owned by Le Cornu Furnishers, and looks closely 
at the faded paintwork in the side streets you can 
still see the Chrysler signs. I suppose this is a ghost 
from Adelaide’s wonderful automotive past... 
 

 
T.J. Richards advertisement from April 1915 
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  The “Roi de Belges” body and Cleo de Merode 
Julian McNeil, besotted with a postcard beauty, 
uncovers a fascinating story of intrigue … 

You cannot be around early veterans for very long 
without encountering a particularly attractive 
example of the coachbuilder’s art, known as the 
Roi de Belges body. This was a popular body style 
for touring cars from about 1904 to 1910. This 
style has the body panels that form the seats curved 
in three dimensions and requires all the skills of the 
coachbuilder to construct. I am fortunate enough to 
own a 1907 De Dion Bouton with such a body. The 
body was restored using the original metal skins 
and the wooden frame work was available for 
patterns, so the original shape and therefore the 
beauty is preserved. We are all aware of 
recreations that have fallen short of the mark! 

 
 

 
My knowledge of the genesis of this body style 
comes from a paragraph in the book entitled ‘From 
Veteran to Vintage’ by Karslake and Pomeroy, 
where they explain that in 1901 King Leopold II of 

the Belgians was in Paris to choose a body for his 
new Mercedes. He took the representative of 
Rothschild et fils, the chosen coachbuilder, to the 
Opera and they then retired to the apartment of 
Mademoiselle Cleo de Merode. There Cleo, after 
hearing what was wanted, put her two occasional 
chairs together. The King liked the arrangement so 
much that he asked the man from Rothschilds to 
draw that and thus was created the “Roi de Belges” 
body style. This set a trend that was very popular 
in upmarket cars for the next eight years, especially 
in England. 

The story however is more complicated than this 
for the characters involved. Let us start with King 
Leopold II. He was a first cousin of Queen Victoria 
and was King of Belgium from 1865 to 1909. He 
was the founder and sole owner of the Congo Free 
State, a part of Africa now known as the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. He had expended 
his fortune to obtain it. The regime of Leopold’s 
African colony became one of the most infamous 
international scandals of the turn of last century. 
Roger Casement, the British consul, wrote a report 
that led to the arrest and punishment of white 
officials who had been responsible for cold 
blooded mass killings. It has been estimated that 
during the period of Leopold’s control from 1885-
1908 there were 10 million illegal deaths. 
Leopold II had five children by his wife who pre-
deceased him, and two sons by Caroline Lacroix, a 
noted prostitute who he ‘married’ five days before 
his death. He was also reported as being a client of 
Mary Jeffries ‘Rose Cottage’, a flagellation house 
and brothel in Hampstead, London. He was so 
disliked by his subjects that he was booed during 
his burial parade. So he was clearly a scoundrel 
both in public and in private life. 

Now let’s turn to Cleo de Merode. My interest in 
this subject started when I noticed a period 
postcard of this strikingly beautiful young woman 
for sale on eBay. Whereas even an exceptionally 
interesting postcard of the Peking to Paris race 
might bring 25 Euros this one rapidly shot up to 
well past 65 Euros before selling, indicating a 
continued and widespread interest in this ballet 
dancer. She was born in Paris, but of Belgian 
nobility (de Merode) and trained in classical ballet. 
She was clearly a fashion leader; for example a 



 

 
Bulletin August 2009  Page 7 

 
 

particular new hairdo that she chose to wear 
became a popular style for all. A sculpting of her is 
on display in the Musee d’Orsay and in 1895 Henri 
de Toulouse-Lautrec did her portrait, among 
others. Later in life she was painted by Gustav 
Klimt, who was obsessed by her, and this liaison is 
retold in the 2006 film ‘Klimt’ starring John 
Malkovich. 

 

Cleo de Merode 
period postcard 
sold on eBay 
(not to me) 

King Leopold II attended the ballet and saw 
Merode dance and at the age of 61 became 
enamoured by the then 22 year old. Gossip started 
that she had become his mistress, but given his 
well known and atrocious reputation this rumour 
became a stain on de Merode’s own reputation, 
particularly in Paris and this lasted the rest of her 

long life. She died in 1966. Her autobiography “Le 
Ballet de ma vie” was published in 1955 and is 
prized by ballet aficionados. Shortly after the 
events under discussion she left Paris and lived 
elsewhere in Europe for the rest of her life. 

The interesting feature of the meeting in her 
apartment in 1901 is that it is now believed that the 
King’s visit to the Opera and other events was a 
cover story. The King was apparently in Paris to 
attend a secret meeting with the French and 
possibly the Germans concerning the disposition of 
their African colonies. The cover story was 
required because the English, who were major 
stakeholders in Africa, were not invited. Perhaps 
de Merode, by entertaining the King, was 
performing a duty for Belgium and was not as 
Karslake and Pomeroy put it his ‘aimee intime’. 
This duty cost her reputation.  

So whatever one speculates, we can see that as in 
almost everything else in life the real story is far 
more convoluted, murky but none-the-less 
interesting than we usually realize. I will never 
look at the beautiful lines of my “Roi de Belges” 
De Dion in the same light. 

 

References Mainly Wikipedia but also “From 
Veteran to Vintage, a history of motoring and 
motor cars from 1884 to 1914” by Kent Karslake 
and Laurence Pomeroy, Temple Press. 

Addendum I hope the Belgians don’t have the 
same laws about insulting the King that are present 
in Thailand. 

  And speaking of the Roi des Belges body… 
Our bundle of Tozer, Kemsley and Fisher letters 
gives an insight into changing fashion… 
 
In late 1908, Australian motor firms were ordering 
in their stocks of new models for 1909. The 
General Motor Co. (of Sydney I believe) had 
placed their order with importers TKF for 10/14 
h.p. and 14/20 h.p. Renaults, and specified that 
they be fitted with “Side entrance body, standard 
specification”. This request sparked a lively 
correspondence between TKF Ltd, London, and 
A.E. Kemsley Esq., of Kemsley & Co., Melbourne. 
It seems that for 1908 the “standard” body for one 
of these larger cars would have been to the Roi des 
Belges style and built by Alfred & Adler in the 
U.K.  

In a letter dated 4 December 1908, TKF express 
the view “…we are certainly inclined to think that 
a body made with Rotunde panels would look very 
well and certainly be a change from the eternal Roi 
des Belges.” In reply, dated 13 January 1909, AEK 
endorses the view of the U.K. company: “…I agree 
with you that the Roi des Belges type is getting 
rather monotonous. I personally like the Rotunde 
type, with small backs, similar to those fitted to 
some of the Standard cars. They give the car a very 
smart, racy appearance; on the other hand, they do 
not keep the dust out like the Roi des Belges with 
its overhanging top.” 
So, as Julian points out in his article, the days of 
the Roi des Belges body were certainly numbered 
by early 1909. 
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  George Brooks O.A.M. 
Terry Parker tells us more about our recently-
honoured motoring historian… 

George Brooks is known to most veteran and 
vintage motoring enthusiasts in this country and to 
many overseas. On the Queen’s Birthday 2009 
George was awarded the Order of Australia Medal 
for his contribution in researching and 
documenting early South Australian motoring 
history. How did this come about? 

The Brooks family migrated to Australia in 1838. 
George’s grandfather, also George established 
Boconnoc Park near Clare as a pastoral company, 
and G, and his brother E.A. Brooks also owned 
Buckland Park, where livestock was staged and 
fattened en route to market. George senior bought a 
curved dash Olds in 1907, and was therefore one of 
the pioneering motorists in S.A. 

George was born on the 4th of March 1922 at North 
Adelaide to parents farming at Kulpara. George’s 
grandfather also owned Wattle Grove, the 
homestead at the centre of the retirement village at 
Wattle Park in which George lived after his sister 
Diana’s death. 

George completed secondary education at Kings 
College, and then studied Civil Engineering at 
Adelaide University. He spent his working life 
with the Engineering and Water Supply 
Department where he was responsible for regional 
infrastructure projects at Port Augusta, Mount 
Gambier, Port Lincoln and a pipeline through the 
Adelaide Hills. 

George was a founding Member of the Vintage 
Sports Car Club of Australia, which was formed 
immediately post-war, and shortly after was 
instrumental in founding its SA chapter, of which 
he was its inaugural Secretary, and later was 
honoured with Life Membership. 

On 10 September 1945 (not that he kept accurate 
records) George obtained his Straker Squire 6 from 
a relative of the Delmont family, who had owned it 
from new in 1926. The Straker 6 was rebuilt in 
1946, and used daily until in April, May and June 
1950 George toured Europe in the car, covering 
some 100 000 miles. He arrived in Genoa and went 
to Brescia to watch the Mille Miglia in the 
company of Nuvolari.  He went to Pisa, Florence, 

Bolognia then Modena where he attended the 
Modena G.P. In Turin he visited Count Biscaretti’s 
collection of P2 Alfas, GP Fiats, and the prized 
1924 Monza and Spa winning Alfa of Ascari and 
Campari, which he was allowed to sit in.  He also 
was impressed by the G.P. Maserati 8 and the 
Pekin to Paris Itala. 

Next stop was the Monaco GP where Moss won 
the 500cc class, then to the Swiss GP at Berne, and 
the Dutch sports car races near Amsterdam. He 
was at Liege for the Spa GP and then France, 
where he attended Le Mans where he met Sammy 
Davis and they stayed late, admiring the many 
vintage cars in the paddock. From there George 
crossed the Channel to begin the UK part of the 
adventure. He was met by John Bolster of ‘Bloody 
Mary’ fame and then travelled up one side of 
England to Scotland and down the other to 
Cornwall. While in the United Kingdom George 
spent time with the authorities on Veteran and 
Vintage vehicles, including the likes of Bill Boddy, 
editor of one of the longest running magazines 
dedicated to historic motoring, and those 
connections served the movement well for many 
years to follow, particularly in regard to dating of 
veterans. 

The Brooks’ 1910 Daimler landaulet was also 
acquired in the late 1940s from a wrecking yard on 
West Terrace and for many years was a regular in 
veteran events here and interstate. His other 
restorations were a 1905 De Dion, a 1908 Humber 
and a 1913 Straker Squire. 

George‘s interest in motoring history was evident 
from his schooldays, stimulated by his 
grandfather’s exploits. His photo albums contain 
Brownie Box camera shots of whatever motoring 
events were going on, but unfortunately not too 
many. He told me just how expensive photography 
was for a schoolboy. Those photos included the 
early veteran car rallies, and motor sport events, 
which comprised mainly what we now call vintage 
cars. George’s work in producing and editing the 
well known ‘Brooks Books’ is perhaps his most 
indelible contribution in the arena. The first of the 
series was published in 1977, the twelfth in 2005. 
The booklets contain hundreds of photographs of 
motor vehicles taken in South Australia before 
1931. George spent countless days over many 
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years working with the History Trust of S.A. 
identifying and cataloguing hundreds of glass plate 
negatives from their collection. He borrowed 
photographs from all possible sources, and spent 
very many hours in libraries researching the origins 
of each, so that captions would record as accurately 
as possible the history of motoring in this State. 
This was all done without the aid of computers.  

The Straker 6 and the Brooks Daimler along with 
his other cars were loaned to the National Motor 

Museum at Birdwood, on whose Board he had 
served for some time. Over time the Daimler and 
Straker 6 were gifted to the Museum, along with 
George’s world renowned library, and they are 
now form part of the National Estate. 

It is appropriate that George’s lifetime dedication 
to our arena as a restorer, competitor, an official, 
and most importantly an historian, be recognised 
formally. Well done George, and thank you from 
all of us.  

 

 

  Mysteries 
Two mysteries this time; the first from Roger 
Cross in Burra…  

Dear Friends, 

This interesting picture has come into my hands 
and I’m offering a bottle of Thorogoods fine 
Sparking Apple Wine made in Burra to the first 
Club member who can correctly identify the two 
cars. 

The owner of the original of the picture tells me 
that his father, who owned the Gums Station on the 
Burra to Morgan Road, was extremely proud of his 
first car (the one on the left) and that the other car 
of the same British make was owned by his 
father’s brother. I think I should provide a little 
additional information: the hotel is the Commercial 
Hotel in Burra, it is possible that they were both 
the same horse power – 30/40s and the photograph 
was taken in 1912. Well folks, I think that is 
enough to go on. Telephone Roger Cross on (08) 
8892 2712 to claim your prize! 

 

And the second from David Bishop, who 
continues on his watery themes of last month…  

 

‘In the Land of Punt’ 

We are indebted to my friend Michael Gilmore for 
providing the slide from which this photograph has 
been produced.  

 
Michael advises the slide came into his charge 
through a former work colleague Peter Haupt, 
whose father was sometime Protector of 
Aborigines in South Australia. 

Somewhere up north, the Protector’s car, we 
presume, needed to cross a floodplain and the 
arrangements made to do so are shown.  

The lantern slide from which the photo has been 
taken was one of many hundreds taken by the 
Protector. Terry reckons the car is a Buick or 
Dodge. Any better suggestions? 
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  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please 
notify the editor of changes 

For sale: 

Watford F4 magneto, overhauled and rewound, has 
had limited use 

American Bosch AT4 magneto, overhauled and 
rewound, unused since 

Lucas GB4 magneto, overhauled and rewound, 
very limited use since (packed in custom-made 
plywood box c/w leads for under-seat storage and 
roadside replacement) 

Boyce Motometer, large wreath type, in good 
working order 

Wicker Basket, 680mm (27 ins) long x 300 mm 
(12 ins) wide, hinged top c/w straps and a black 
vinyl water-proof cover 

Spare Lamp Bulb Box, brass, nicely made vintage 
accessory, contains lamp bulb set for one car 

American Horns, motor driven Klaxon type, 
overhauled and repainted (two available) 

Contact Bob Eglinton (08) 8431 6080 

For sale: 

1910-1913 Ford chassis with rear body mounts 
$500 o.n.o. 

1912-1920 Ford round fuel tank with brackets 
$250 o.n.o. 

1913-1914 Ford rear mudguards, pair, brand new 
reproductions $350 pair o.n.o. 

1922-1925 Ford 16” steering wheel rim, black 
“Fordite”, minor cracks but restorable $50 o.n.o. 

1924 Ford short engine (minus transmission & 
sump), eng #C461273, fully restorable with stand 
$250 o.n.o. 

Wanted: 1922 Ford engine 

Contact David Chantrell (08) 8345 0665 
gizzmo@adam.com.au  

For sale: DVD of the recent National Veteran 
Rally at Naracoorte, produced by Peter Partridge 
$10 per copy. Contact Peter Mullins (08) 8272 
2329  petros1048@gmail.com  

For rent: Secure, clean, dry storage available for 
collectable cars, at Mawson Lakes/Greenfields, 
$100 per week.  Contact Tony on mobile 0407 716 
162. 

Wanted: Early photographs to illustrate the story 
of the Lewis Cycle and Motor Works and Vivian 
Lewis Limited. Will copy and return. Especially 
interested in unusual vehicles or events: Talbot, 
early De Dion, Star, Napier, Daimler, Lewis 
motorcycles etc. Contact Leon Mitchell (08) 8278 
5120  http://users.senet.com.au/~mitchell/lewis  

 

  More photos from the VCCSA Annual Dinner  
 

    

    

 


