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  Breakfast Run, Sunday 9th August 2009 
 

Last month’s breakfast run, to Gillberries at Dulwich, was probably not as unusual as the reports I 
received in the days that followed. None mentioned the breakfast. None commented on the run. 
None listed the attendees. The talk and photos were of one thing only: John Hancock’s spectacular 
new acquisition, a veteran, tiller-steered, front-wheel-drive Phanomobile tri-car. “Fanny” to its 
friends. 

  

  

We will pressure John into a technical article in the near future, but for the moment let’s just enjoy 
these first public glimpses in S.A. of what is surely one of the more curious and photogenic vehicles 
in the Club. Fabulous stuff! The editor had planned to attend the event, but the editorial Rudge had 
other ideas and we instead spent a pleasant half hour on the roadside in Mitcham watching Sunday 
morning tennis classes while waiting for the rescue trailer. The joys of veteran motoring. 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The next meeting on 
Wednesday 2nd September, 2009, will be a Q&A 
night. We intend the Questions and Answers focus 
on the Maintenance and Preservation of our 
Veteran Vehicles and Bikes. This will be an 
opportunity for us all to participate and share 
information. 

For the October meeting, the theme will be 
“Rudge”, who, you may be surprised to learn, 
made more than wire wheels. We hope to have at 
least four Rudge motorcycles on display, with brief 

presentations from the owners. And, yes, Rudge 
did build a motor car, but in the absence of a 
survivor we’ll have to make do with a photo. 

At a future meeting (possibly November), we will 
continue the one-make theme with a “Darracq” 
evening. We have several cars of this make in the 
club, and at least two currently under restoration. 
So if you’re a Darracq owner or enthusiast, begin 
gathering your information and stories. Perhaps 
someone could set the ball rolling by researching 
the story of Mr. Nicholl’s 1903-4 24 h.p. Darracq – 
see the Mysteries section in this issue. 

If any member has an idea for a club meeting, 
please pass it on to a committee member. 

  From the committee  
 
From the Secretary  

I have had a busy month, still trying to update 
membership details and get the last of the renewals 
for the present financial year. We will not be 
sending any further Bulletins to non-financial 
members. We welcome three new members this 
month – Lachlan McDonald, Robert Horn and John 
Wilkins. We hope they enjoy being members of the 
Club and welcome them at meetings and outings. 

Although the weather was inclement on Sunday 
August 9th, we still had an outing to a delicious 
breakfast at Gillberies Cafe at Dulwich. It was very 
interesting to see John Hancock’s new acquisition, 
the Phanomobile, before we set off on a short run 
to breakfast. Let’s hope for better weather for the 
run on Fathers’ Day, September 6th, to Clarendon. 

At the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 2nd 
September we will be passing around a clipboard 
to write any member’s requests to “buy, sell or 
swap”. Of course, these requests can also be placed 
in the Bulletin each month. The theme for the 
meeting will be a question and answer night, and 
Neil Francis will be describing this in more detail 
elsewhere in the Bulletin. Could any members who 
do not have a Club name badge please let me know 
at the meeting. 

Dianne Barber 

From the editor 

Pleasingly the “in” basket for Bulletin articles was 
again full-ish this month: thanks to Duncan Scott, 
Rob Elliott for their articles and Gavin McNeil for 
the photos of Fanny. It’s always a difficult job for 
an editor to arrive at the right mix of content for a 
newsletter – perhaps even more so when the 
newsletter has to be sent out every month to a 
membership with a range of interests across the 
spectrum of veteran motoring. I’ve had quite a bit 
of positive feedback about recent issues (thanks), 
but I wouldn’t be surprised if some members 
would like to see different types of articles and 
content. Please don’t sit quietly if the Bulletin is 
not as interesting as you’d like it to be; instead talk 
to the editor or the committee about what you’d 
like to see, or better-still put pen to paper on a topic 
that interests you. What was the most modern car 
on the road in 1918? What was the most primitive? 
The cheapest? The most durable? If you’re not 
interested in the history side of the movement, 
perhaps you’d like to report on an event, rally or 
drive you’ve been on recently, or your latest 
maintenance or restoration effort. Thinking along 
those lines, if you’re looking for a little sympathy 
(or some friendly mocking) let us know about the 
latest disaster to strike your veteran pride and joy! 

Leon Mitchell 
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  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
6 September 2009 

Breakfast Run to Clarendon. Meet at Coles car park, Blackwood, at 9 
AM for a 9.30 AM start. Bring your own morning tea, or indulge at the 
Clarendon Bakery. Home in time for Father’s Day lunch! 
 

Sunday 
11 October 2009 

Botanic Gardens Run. A short run will terminate at the Botanic Gardens 
for a picnic lunch and stroll around the gardens, with all the usual 
attractions plus the newly-refurbished Museum of Economic Botany. 
 

Sunday 
25 October 2009 

London to Brighton Down Under. Our club will fully support this event, 
and it will take the place of our November Rally. The secretary has entry 
forms, and details have appeared in previous Bulletins. Please enter now if 
you haven’t done so already! 
 

Sunday 
6 December 2009 

Norton Summit Hill Climb. Our popular annual event is on again this 
year, so mark the date in your calendar. 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
1 & 2 May, 2010 

Now confirmed! Two day rally based at Strathalbyn. Designed to suit 
all club vehicles, from the long-legged tourers to the weak and feeble. See 
preliminary details below. 

Saturday & Sunday 
11 & 12 September, 2010 

Burra to Morgan Heritage Drive and associated events, organised by 
the Northern Automotive Restoration Club. Preliminary notice – more 
details from the Secretary or Roger Cross at rcjmc@bigpond.com  

  VCCSA Two Day Rally, Strathalbyn, 1st & 2nd May 2010 
 
Planning is well underway for a major veteran event in 
May 2010, designed to cater for all club-eligible (pre-
1919) vehicles. By holding the event at Strathalbyn, 
participants will be able either to join a group motoring 
down to Strath from Adelaide on the Saturday morning 
(a most pleasant drive through the Adelaide Hills), or 
assemble with their vehicles in Strath for morning 
activities before a lunchtime rendezvous. The Saturday 
afternoon run will be out among the vines and wineries 
of Langhorne Creek, while Sunday morning will see us 
out pottering again, with lunch back in Strath before the 
trip home. Runs around Strathalbyn will be suitable for 
any veteran vehicle, regardless of age or horsepower. If 
you have a weak and feeble machine at home looking 
for any event to join in, this is the one! 

Members are responsible for booking (and paying for) 
their own accommodation. The accommodation ‘hub’ 
of the event will be the new (four star) Strath Motel, 4 
North Parade, Strathalbyn. The motel has 23 rooms of 
different configurations currently available on the 
Saturday night, but please book early to secure your 
accommodation. When booking, mention that you are 
with the Veteran Car Club and you will receive a 
complimentary continental breakfast. The phone 

number is (08) 8536 3311, or visit their website 
www.strathmotel.com.au . 

Dinner on the Saturday night will be at the Victoria 
Hotel, 16 Albyn Terrace, Strathalbyn, overlooking the 
main park in town. They can also offer (three star) 
accommodation in their upstairs rooms. If you mention 
the Veteran Car Club when booking, you can get a spa 
room for the standard room rate. The phone number is 
(08) 8536 2202 or visit their website 
www.victoriahotelstrathalbyn.com.au . 

By this time next month a circular will go out with all 
details of the event, but this preliminary notice will give 
you the chance to get organised early – particularly with 
accommodation. Veteran motorists from other clubs 
will be invited and made most welcome. Make no 
mistake: this event will be on in Strathalbyn on May 
1&2, 2010, rain, hail or shine, and the committee is 
determined to make it an exceptional veteran motoring 
experience for all participants. If you own a veteran car, 
motorcycle, or something in between, start organising 
now for this weekend. If you don’t own a veteran 
vehicle, please consider participating anyway: we’ll do 
best to find a seat for any enthusiast who wants to come 
along and sample the joys of veteran motoring. 
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  A Napier Farewell 
 
Duncan and Clova Scott farewell an old friend… 

 

As of December last our 1911 Napier had been in 
our ownership and care for 55 years.  

Deciding to sell the car, advertising here in 
Australia through the various club journals and 
later a single advertisement in the Veteran Car 
Gazette (UK) magazine, the car was sold to a 
purchaser in England; however this sale failed even 
though a substantial deposit had been paid. 
Following a search through car club web sites 
worldwide, the car for sale was discovered by the 
now new owners. 

On the 29th of December last, the car and spare 
parts were loaded into a P & O container at Pt 
Adelaide and sent on their way to Norway. New 
owners, father and son, Per and Madds Gjerdrum 
eagerly awaited the car: Per restored a 1909 15 h.p. 
Napier which he, under some pressure, was obliged 
to sell about 10 years ago due to its early history 
within Norway. 

Per is well versed with the Napier brand and the 
excellent standard of engineering maintained 
throughout the years of production of the many 
Napier products during the life of the company. 
Both he and Madds were most enthusiastic when 
they found our rare six-cylinder Napier for sale. 

We had a number of local enquiries following 
advertising the car; however my answers to these 
queries were either ignored or answered rather 
rudely in regard to our expected price – a price set 
after discussion worldwide with Napier enthusiasts 
and the representative of an International Car 
Auction House. 

Unfortunately it seems that Australian veteran car 
enthusiasts do not enjoy the same realisation of 
value of the more rare and quality veterans as do 
overseas people. It is unfortunate that a new owner 
for the car was did not come forward if not in SA 
within Australia, when within a very short time 
two prospective overseas buyers became interested. 

For anyone interested all known historical details 
of the car can be seen on the following web site:         
log onto www.napiercar1911.com and all will be 
revealed. This site will be maintained until later 
this year. 

The car duly arrived intact in Norway via 
Hamburg, but it had to be stored away from Per’s 
home for a while until the snow in his area had 
melted enough to allow it to be safely driven to its 
new home. 

 

The photograph below shows it in his drive way 
with a hose being used; undoubtedly the road had 
been covered with salt to allow grip for road users. 
The hose had been used to wash the salt away! 
Some other cars in their collection can be seen in 
the garage behind. 

 

The ownership of this Napier has been a fabulous 
ride over all of these years, made so not only by a 
great car but also by the many likeminded people 
with whom we have been associated in that time. 
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  The Petersen Automotive Museum – Los Angeles  
Our roving reporter Rob Elliott files from L.A.… 

 

Finding myself with half a day in L.A. in transit to 
Florida on a business trip, I did the only thing 
sensible on a fine summer’s day in California.  
Check out the sun-tanned, roller-blading, beauties 
at Venice Beach you might ask. Of course not!  
Not when the beauties of the Petersen Automotive 
Museum beckoned alluringly. 

Petersen is in a museum district, opposite the Le 
Brea Tar Pits and the Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art (both which I visited last trip). It was 
founded in 1994 with a donation of $5m from 
Margie and Robert Petersen, since then they’ve 
donated a further $25m. It covers a street block in 
the middle of LA and has three floors of displays, 
the top one being dedicated to automotive 
engineering education via interactive displays for 
children. The first two floors cover American 
automotive history with a focus on Southern 
California. The use of a Hollywood style set as the 
streetscape backdrop for the vehicles is excellent 
and makes the viewing of the vehicles far more 
enjoyable than just walking past rows of cars or 
motorcycles.  It takes up more space of course, so 
the selection of vehicles has to be more particular, 
but the overall effect is worth the sacrifice.  

The entrance to the museum features two ex Steve 
Mc Queen Indians, a 1912 single and a 1927 Big 
Chief, a good start I thought. The streetscape takes 
you on a journey through time, starting with the era 
of most interest to our club members. The first 
exhibit is of a circa 1900 blacksmith shop 
replicating the site in central L.A. where Carl Breer 
built steam cars. Like our own early car builders, 
Breer built those components that he could such as 
the boiler etc, but bought in other assemblies to 
complete his vehicle production. 

Opposite the blacksmith shop is a rural scene of a 
veteran tourer bogged in the adobe. Apparently the 
early local motorists didn’t fear getting stuck itself 
as much as being rescued by a mercenary farmer, 
block and tackle ever at the ready, who would 

charge an exorbitant fee for getting the motorist out 
of trouble. The exhibit depicts the macho male 
driver heaving on a tree branch lever, while the 
lady of the vehicle reads a book – so much for the 
Suffragette movement! 

 

Other displays included a “working” design studio 
showing automotive models and drawings from 
students of the Pasadena-based transportation 
design school, Art Center College of Design, and 
an entertaining exhibit called “What were they 
thinking?” which included the following examples. 

For those of us who like quirky vehicles (how’s the 
Phanomobile coming along John?), who could 
resist owning the 1913 Scripps-Booth or the 1932 
propeller driven Helicron? I’d definitely have 
either of these in my shed! (I had assumed the 
Phanomobile was fan-driven, until someone 
pointed out the drive chains. Ed.) 
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The 1913 Scripps-Booth “Bi-Autogo” was a one-
off prototype using a V8 engine manufactured in 
Detroit. It had an aluminium (or should I say 
“aloominum”) body with masses of copper tubing 
acting as the radiator, and was designed to be 
driven on two wheels with the small outrigger 
wheels only deployed for stability at low speeds.  

Believe it or not, the Helicron is fully operational 
and is frequently driven by the current owner 

 

There wasn’t much in the way of motorcycle 
content, this wasn’t Milwaukee or Springfield after 
all, but there was still an interesting gallery which 
included a 1904/05 F.N. (Exaggerated handlebars 
aside, it looks nice and correct for 1905, the first 
production year. Ed.) 

 

In the same gallery was a cumbersome looking 
1947 Jordan, developed by LeGrand Jordan, one of 
California’s first Highway Patrol Officers. 
Unhappy with the patrolman’s standard mount, he 
decided to develop a fully clad, twin crank, four 
cylinder motorcycle. Needless to say he didn’t find 
anyone willing to take up production.  

 

Movie, television and celebrity cars formed the 
contents of another gallery. These included a 
smattering of ex Steve McQueen vehicles; a Frank 
Sinatra-owned Rolls Royce and the interesting 
veteran down below. I’ll shout a drink to the club 
member who can identify its year and make.  

 

I’m going through an American phase at the 
moment myself. My latest acquisition is a 1918 
Harley, waiting on my return to be recommissioned 
in time for the London to Brighton (Down Under!) 
in October I hope. 

Petersen is definitely worth a visit next time you’re 
in LA. They might have a basket case economy 
and be failing in their (self appointed) role as 
“World Police”, but you have to hand it to the 
Americans when it comes to building a spectacular 
museum. If everyone can cope with being bored 
with a holiday-snap slide show, I have more photos 
I can show at one of the club meeting nights. 
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  And speaking motor museums… 
Some very nice veteran vehicles seen at the 
National Motor Museum, Birdwood… 

As a result of a last-minute cancellation by another 
club, the Veteran Car Club of South Australia was 
invited to put on a display at the ‘club space’ at the 
National Motor Museum. The club display has now 
been in place for a month or so, and features three 
cars (1903 Wolseley, 1909 Talbot and 1907 De 
Dion Bouton) and two motorcycles (1908 
Matchless and sidecar and 1916 Villiers Strand). 

The club banner provides a suitable backdrop for 
what is a most impressive array of vehicles – 
surely a credit to our club. Many thanks to Julian 
McNeil, Gavin McNeil, the Mullins family, Peter 
Allen and Terry Parker for providing vehicles, to 
Matthew Lombard for organising the display, and 
to John Hancock and Howard Filtness for 
generating a most impressive press release (below) 
to accompany the display, which runs through until 
the beginning of October. 

 

 
And the press release:  
 
Pioneers of motoring display at Birdwood. 

They may be slow and spindly and creak and backfire sometimes but a collection of vehicles on display at 
the National Motor Museum at Birdwood from the early part of the 20th century show the true pioneers of 
motoring. 

Matthew Lombard, Curator from the National Motor Museum says the special display of cars and 
motorcycles owned by members of the Veteran Car Club of South Australia (VCCSA) show just how far 
cars and bikes have advanced and how early motorists really did it tough. 

“These machines spanning the years 1903 to 1916 are history on wheels and each one has its own story to 
tell,” Howard Filtness, Club Chairman says. 

“Some were pampered ‘members of the family’ others workhorses used in the bush until the day they 
eventually broke down. Now decades later they are restored and regularly used on rallies sometimes 
covering hundreds of kilometres,” Howard says. 

“Some of the cars have no windscreens or doors while the bikes have very limited ‘creature comforts’ yet 
all of these vehicles continue to do what they were built to do more than a century ago – drive. 

“Sadly over the decades many of the vehicles from this era have been relegated to sheds and left under 
covers due to the challenge of mixing it with modern traffic but the recent formation of the VCCSA is seeing 
a resurgence in their use. 

“Now, each year more and more of these remarkable antique vehicles are coming back out of ‘semi-
retirement’ and bringing joy and amazement to people all over South Australia as they take part in rallies 
and displays.” 

Matthew says the National Motor Museum at Birdwood is proud to host this display until the start of 
October and hopes to be able to display more of these unique vehicles in the months leading up to the 
30th anniversary Bay to Birdwood Run in September 2010. 

Further enquiries can be made to Mr Howard Filtness, Club Chairman, Ph (08) 8272 0594 
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  Original and unrestored: Sellick’s Hill  
 
One of the joys of our “logbook” historic registration 
scheme is the ability to get out and explore with our 
veteran vehicles… 

I suppose most motorists in South Australia would be 
familiar with Sellick’s Hill, and that most veteran 
motoring enthusiasts would have heard of the hill 
climbs that were held there in the early days of the 
motor age. But I wonder how many would know that 
the current Sellick’s Hill is not the same road as that 
was used in veteran and vintage days. Not even close. 

 

Like the Old Willunga Hill which climbs the range just 
to the north, the Old Belair Road closer to the city, and 
the Old Norton Summit Road well known through our 
Annual December Hill Climb, the original twisting 
route of Sellick’s Hill was bypassed by a new road; 
longer but with fewer corners and steadier gradients 
more suited to motor traffic.  

 

Unlike all the other hills mentioned, the bypass at 
Sellick’s Hill was so successful that the old road fell 
into disuse, and has never since been deemed worthy of 
a coat of bitumen. Slightly weathered in places, and 
very poorly signposted, it remains much as it might 

have been in veteran days. In places, the remnants of 
the original post and rail fence, seen in 19th century 
photos of the hill, can be found along the way. 

 

Having “discovered” the old road, and made the climb 
in my modern car, I was back a week later with David 
Radloff on his 1909 Triumph to tackle the hill in the 
proper fashion. For amusement, I timed my ascent 
using the stop watch in my mobile phone – perhaps not 
the “correct” timepiece for use in conjunction with a 
veteran motoring event, but convenient. My 2009 climb 
on the 1914 Rudge took around 4 minutes 50 seconds 
for the three or so kilometres, giving an average speed 
of some 37 kmh. Not bad considering the rough surface, 
steep climb and hairpin bends? I thought so until I got 
home and looked up the results for a 1914 motorcycle 
event, where the winners were climbing in close to 2m 
30s! Further practice may be necessary. 

 

If you’d like to enjoy this marvellous piece of motoring 
history it’s not too hard to find, being marked on most 
maps as (what else) “Old Sellicks Hill Road”. At its 
eastern end, it joins Main South Road at the south 
western corner of the hotel car park, above that other 
famous motoring location, Sellick’s Beach. LWM
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  Mysteries 
A solution to last month’s mystery, and the 
beginnings of three more…  

Last month, our man in Burra Roger Cross issued a 
challenge to identify two cars photographed 
outside a local hotel. Interstate member Alan 
Meredith correctly identified the two cars as 
Wolseleys, and will receive Roger’s prize. The 
details are that the tourer No. 1317 was owned by 
N. H. Pearse and the roadster No. 1171 by H. L. 
Pearse. The registration list gives 1171 as 24/30 
h.p. and the tourer 16/20 h.p. 

Now for the new mysteries…  

The first mystery comes from a rather grainy 
newspaper photo, showing the start of the 
Automobile Club’s two-day reliability trial in April 
1905. In relation to the entry list, one report 
commented: “Most interest, perhaps, was centred 
in the powerful cars of Messrs. E.S. Rymill and 
H.F. Nicholls. Mr. Rymill has a 15 h.p. Darracq, 
splendidly appointed, and Mr. Nicholls drove his 
24 h.p. Darracq, which took a prominent part in the 
Sydney to Melbourne contest.” 

 
Is this a 1903/4 24 h.p. Darracq? 

The mystery is: does our photo show Mr. Nicholls’ 
24 h.p. Darracq? Perhaps a Model JJ? This car 
would have been quite special in Adelaide in early 

1905, when there were only about 100 cars on the 
road. At 24 h.p., it would have been the most 
powerful car in the state at that time. Was Mr. 
Nicholls a resident or was he visiting with his car 
from interstate? 

The second mystery is pictured in a similarly 
grainy newspaper photo, a little earlier than the 
first. It shows part of a scene from the East 
Adelaide State School Bazaar, St Peter’s Town 
Hall, December 10, 1904.  

 
Can anyone identify the car? Unfortunately I can’t 
offer any clues, except perhaps that Mr. Coneybeer 
M.P. was said to have been at the event, and he 
was well connected with cycling and motoring in 
the early days. Being before compulsory 
registration commenced in September 1906, we 
have no registration number to help. 

Finally we come to the third mystery.  

In December 1912, Fred Custance, veteran of 
several inter-city record-setting trips with G. G. 
White in his 35 h.p. Talbot, accompanied Alan 
Doone in his “80 h.p. National racing car” on an 
attempt to break the Adelaide to Sydney motor 
record. The two adventurers travelled via 
Melbourne (presumably planning to break the 
Adelaide to Melbourne record along the way), but 
owing to a series of misfortunes failed to set any 
new records. Can anyone enlighten us about Doone 
and his ‘monster’ car, or provide a photograph? 
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  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please 
notify the editor of changes 

For Sale: 1904 Jackson 2-cylinder motor car, see 
photos below. $50,000 For enquiries or more 
information please Contact Ray Whyte (07) 
32026972 or rosswhyte@bigpond.com  

For sale: 

Watford F4 magneto, overhauled and rewound, has 
had limited use 

American Bosch AT4 magneto, overhauled and 
rewound, unused since 

Lucas GB4 magneto, overhauled and rewound, 
very limited use since (packed in custom-made 
plywood box c/w leads for under-seat storage and 
roadside replacement) 

Boyce Motometer, large wreath type, in good 
working order 

Wicker Basket, 680mm (27 ins) long x 300 mm 
(12 ins) wide, hinged top c/w straps and a black 
vinyl water-proof cover 

Spare Lamp Bulb Box, brass, nicely made vintage 
accessory, contains lamp bulb set for one car 

American Horns, motor driven Klaxon type, 
overhauled and repainted (two available) 

Contact Bob Eglinton (08) 8431 6080 

For sale: 

1910-1913 Ford chassis with rear body mounts 
$500 o.n.o. 

1912-1920 Ford round fuel tank with brackets 
$250 o.n.o. 

1913-1914 Ford rear mudguards, pair, brand new 
reproductions $350 pair o.n.o. 

1922-1925 Ford 16” steering wheel rim, black 
“Fordite”, minor cracks but restorable $50 o.n.o. 

1924 Ford short engine (minus transmission & 
sump), eng #C461273, fully restorable with stand 
$250 o.n.o. 

Wanted: 1922 Ford engine 

Contact David Chantrell (08) 8345 0665 
gizzmo@adam.com.au  

For sale: DVD of the recent National Veteran 
Rally at Naracoorte, produced by Peter Partridge 
$10 per copy. Contact Peter Mullins (08) 8272 
2329  petros1048@gmail.com  

Wanted: Early photographs to illustrate the story 
of the Lewis Cycle and Motor Works and Vivian 
Lewis Limited. Will copy and return. Especially 
interested in unusual vehicles or events: Talbot, 
early De Dion, Star, Napier, Daimler, Lewis 
motorcycles etc. Contact Leon Mitchell (08) 8278 
5120  http://users.senet.com.au/~mitchell/lewis  

 

  Photos of Ray Whyte’s Jackson car (see For Sale column) 
 

   

 
 

 

 


