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  Botanic Gardens Run, 11 October 2009 
 

 
Veterans were out in force for the VCCSA October run to the Botanic Gardens – and why not? A 
short but pleasant Sunday morning run from our “usual” meeting spot in the restaurant car park at 
Veale Gardens to the lovely surrounds of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens. Despite some confusion 
owing to the proliferation of kiosks/cafes/restaurants in the gardens, the gathering of members and 
friends had still not dispersed when we took our leave after lunch. As usual, thanks to Phil Keane 
for organising such a pleasant excursion.  
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  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. At the next meeting on 
Wednesday 5th November 2009, Larry Clarke 
will bring along a DVD of the International Rally 

at which he made his rally debut all those years 
ago! Darracq owners and enthusiasts should ready 
themselves for “Darracq” night at the December 2 
meeting Bring along your Darracq enthusiasm, 
questions, photos, ephemera, hardware… 

  From the committee  
 
From the editor 
First an apology for the late appearance of this 
issue of the Bulletin: sometimes unplanned events 
overtake a good part of our lives, and this is 
certainly the case in our household at the moment. 
I’m always happy to received feedback about the 
format of the Bulletin, and one comment I did 
receive this month related to the size of the photos. 
There are a couple of issues about photo size, 
arising mostly because the magazine is primarily 
an “e-zine” (the lingo for a publication which is 
distributed and read online). At the moment the 
Bulletin goes out with a file size of 2 – 3 
megabytes, which is about the largest size that 
many people can easily handle in the email inbox. 
To get down to this size, and still include a 
reasonable number of photos, I have to be very 
careful with the size and resolution of the photos 
that appear. Usually the photos look very nice 
when the magazine is read on the screen (where the 
page size is considerably larger than A4, and the 
images much brighter than the printed page), but 
when the magazine is printed out the photos are 
sometimes a little on the small side. Like all things, 
it’s a compromise, but I have taken the suggestion 
on board, and in future I’ll try to include some 
larger photos, particularly where they are original 

period shots, and have not appeared in print 
elsewhere.      Leon 
From the Chairman  
My apologies for my absence from the November 
meeting – it seems I shall be missing a very 
interesting DVD of pictures taken at a National 
Rally about 35 years ago.  If it’s the one I think it is 
(1974), keep an eye out for me passengering in a 
maroon 1924 Dodge Tourer.  Remember, it’s 35 
years ago – I had dark hair then, and more of it! 
My absence is explained by my participation in the 
National Veteran Motorcycle Rally in Albany, 
WA.  This is the 7th such event, started in 1997, 
and you may remember the 5th (2005) held in 
Nuriootpa.  I have no doubt the gathering will be 
up to the same superb and immensely enjoyable 
standard – I just hope the new restoration (1911 
Rudge) won’t embarrass me.  I need no mechanical 
help to do this (embarrassing myself!) 
Albany is a beautiful part of the world, and no 
doubt we will find many lovely places to visit 
during the hub rally.  With any luck, I shall write a 
report for the next Bulletin, and may even have a 
photograph or two to include.  See you for the 
December meeting and, of course, the Norton 
Summit run.      Howard 

 

1909 Maxwell 
twin at the 
London to 
Brighton 
Down Under – 
see page 3. 
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  The Vintage Sports Car Club’s London to Brighton Down Under  
 
Another successful edition of this well-established 
event… 
There were fifty-odd cars and two motorcycles on 
the entry list for Adelaide’s version of the “London 
to Brighton”, from London Road, Mile End down 
to the foreshore at Brighton, and even with a couple 
of non-starters there was an impressive array of 
veteran vehicles on the road. Although the 
suburban traffic is a challenge at times, there were 
plenty of regroups for a chat and an inspection of 

vehicles, not to mention the obligatory London Bun 
and cup of tea.  
It was good to see so many VCCSA members out, 
including Dave Potter’s newly acquired F.N. 
(unfortunately without Dave), previously owned by 
Bruce Cameron in whose family it had survived 
since new. Nice also to see a number of 1 and 2 
cylinder cars, with Fanny leading the way! 
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  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
6 December 2009 

Norton Summit Hill Climb. Our popular annual event is on again this 
year; let’s make it even better than previous years! Gather from 9 AM at 
the Tower Hotel car park (corner of Magill and St Bernards Roads, 
Magill) for a 10 AM start. After the ascent, we will have a short meander 
through the hills – less arduous than last year – finishing with a picnic 
lunch at the Mt. Lofty Botanic Gardens, enter from the lower gate. 
 
 

Sunday 
7 March 2010 

Historic Vehicle Day. David Read’s event will run again next year in the 
south parklands. More details as the date approaches. 
 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
1 & 2 May, 2010 

Two day rally based at Strathalbyn. Designed to suit all club vehicles, 
from the long-legged tourers to the weak and feeble. Book 
accommodation now! The accommodation hub will be the Strath Motel, 4 
North Parade, Strathalbyn, (now booked out? (08) 8536 3311, or visit their 
website www.strathmotel.com.au ). The dinner will be at the Victoria Hotel, 16 
Albyn Terrace, Strathalbyn, overlooking the main park in town, and they offer 
(three star) accommodation in their upstairs rooms. If you mention the Veteran 
Car Club when booking, you can get a spa room for the standard room rate. The 
phone number is (08) 8536 2202 or www.victoriahotelstrathalbyn.com.au. An 
information sheet an entry form will be sent out shortly. 
 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
9 & 10 October, 2010 

Burra to Morgan Heritage Drive and associated events, organised by 
the Northern Automotive Restoration Club. Accommodation at Paxton 
Cottages in Burra: book by contacting Juanita, (08) 8892 2622, 042 
9694169, or paxtoncottagesburra@bigpond.com. More information from 
member Roger Cross at rcjmc@bigpond.com  
 

 

  This and That 
Cast Iron Welding 

Member Roger Cross writes: I recently found that 
one of the lugs of the exhaust manifold on Jenny's 
1930 Alvis Silver Eagle had fractured. Terry Parker 
kindly gave me details of a firm in Melbourne that 
specialise in cast iron welding. Mr. Rob Baker 
couldn’t have been more helpful and his firm did a 
superb job. The details are: 

R.G. Baker Engineering, 9/11 Clarice Road, Box 
Hill South, Vic. 3128, tel: 03 9899 1400, email 
rgb.eng@bigpond.net.au 

 

Veteran Motorcycle Parts 

Member Dave Hatcliffe, at his business Vintage 
Tin Australia, has been busily developing a line of 
veteran motorcycle parts to complement his 
existing services. He now has available in stock 
both belt rims and veteran mud guards, and can fit 
valances and belt rim splash guards to the latter as 
required. Contact Dave at (08) 8250 9092 BH or 
vintagetin@bigpond.com  
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  Motor Museums of Western Victoria 

Noal Mullins reports on his recent wanderings in 
Victoria’s Western District 

I recently came across two interesting automotive 
museums whilst travelling around Victoria’s 
Western District. 

The first is situated in the main street of Coleraine. 
Housed in an original 1940s garage purchased in 
2002 by Geoff Waters and his father Ed the 
museum is described as “… an impressive 
collection of vintage and classic cars and masses of 
automotive memorabilia.”  

“Many of these cars have been purchased in good 
condition from their original owners. The car that 
inspired the initial collection was a 1927 Chevrolet 
AA Capital Tourer, which Ed bought in 1965 at a 
clearing sale. By 1967 it had been fully restored, 
and after driving it on various vintage car rallies 
over the years, now has pride of place in the 
museum. Other cars which have since joined the 
collection include models from Austin, Riley, 
Porsche, Volkswagon, Ford, Holden, Rolls Royce, 
Morris and Valiant. With a special interest in 
Valiants Geoff has one of nearly every model in 
production between 1960 and 1980.” 

 One bike I had never seen before was a Malvern 
Star motorbike. Janet was pretty keen on the 
yellow Riley which looked great and would be nice 
to tour in when the weather was not kind for 
veteran motoring. 

Definitely worth a look if you are in the area. 
Bookings are essential- Contact Geoff Waters AH: 
03 5575 2132 

If you travel North from Coleraine you may find 
Harrow on the banks of the Glenelg River, west of 
the Grampians. You may know that Harrow is 
famous as the home of the first Australian 
Aboriginal Cricket Team to play overseas. The 
native XI toured England in 1868. Harrow also has 
a motor garage and part of this garage is set aside 
as a museum. Harrow has a rich automotive history 
and some of the local cars that have survived are 
on display, including a 1912 FN, a 1908 Clement 
Bayard, and a 1905 Holsman Buggy. The Holsman 
is completely original and in very good condition. 

The local mechanic has collected some interesting 
memorabilia and a shed full of cars from the local 

area. I recommend the detour to Harrow next time 
you travel through Victorians Western District. 

 

And speaking of Holsman… 

It’s said that Chicago architect Henry K. Holsman 
(1866-1963) qualifies as the “father of the 
Highwheeler” for his introduction in 1902 of the 
Holsman motor buggy. Despite the early start, it 
seems that Holsman cars were absent from the 
scene in South Australia until the spring of 1909 
when Vivian Lewis Ltd acquired the agency.  

 
The key feature of the car was its simplicity: “So 
simple a child can drive them” according to period 
advertisements. The transmission was originally by 
“rope”, later replaced with various forms of cables 
and sheathed chain, to a large diameter pulley on 
the back wheel. For reverse, the “rope” was 
loosened and the countershaft drove on the tyre by 
friction. Clever, if a little primitive. After the high 
wheeler boom, Holsman folded in 1910, and the 
last advertisements here appeared late in that year. 
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  Electric veteran  
With Adelaide currently brimming with electric 
vehicles as they finish their transcontinental 
contest from Darwin, it’s a good time to consider 
the performance of a 1901 “electromobile”, 
reported in Scientific American, November 30, 
1901 

NEW AUTOMOBILE SPEED RECORDS. 

Twenty-five thousand persons lined Ocean 
Parkway, Brooklyn, for a distance of 2 ½ miles on 
Saturday, November 16, 1901, and saw the most 
sensational automobile 1-mile speed tests ever 
made on either side of the Atlantic. A mile a 
minute on the highway is no longer an automobile 
dream; for no less than three of the contestants 
finished within that time. Fournier, the winner of 
the Paris-Berlin race, twice broke the world’s 
record, and was closely followed by Foxhall P. 
Keene, A. C. Bostwick, and A. L. Riker. The 
course was a specially prepared dirt strip of the old 
Coney Island Boulevard, having a slight down 
grade. The contestants went over the course singly, 
their time being taken at the start and at the finish 
by members of the Second Signal Corps, U.S.A. 
Over a mile was allowed to the chauffeurs to get 
under way, and about a quarter of a mile to slow up 
after passing the finish line. The race was a contest 
by some of the best chauffeurs in the world for the 
1-mile record. 

At his first attempt Fournier, in his 40-horsepower 
Mors racer, sped over the mile in the remarkable 
time of fifty-two seconds. Not content with this 
performance, he returned to the start for another 
trial, and succeeded in reducing the record made 
but a few minutes before by one-fifth of a second, 
Foxhall P. Keene, in a Mors carriage exactly 
similar to that of Fournier, covered the mile in 
fifty-four seconds. American-built vehicles were 
not much behindhand. A. C. Bostwick, in a 40-
horsepower Winton gasoline carriage, made the 
mile in fifty-six and two-fifths seconds at the first 
trial, and in one minute three-fifths seconds at the 
second trial. 

Good as the road undoubtedly was, it was not 
altogether free from slight, almost unnoticeable 

depressions and projections. At a speed of 20 miles 
or even 30 miles an hour an automobile will ride 
over a slight elevation with no appreciable effect. 
But at the enormous velocity of nearly 70 miles an 
hour the carriages could not yield to the slight, 
scarcely perceptible hollows, and at times every 
wheel would be clear of the road. And yet, despite 
this peculiar effect, they kept their course with 
remarkable precision and with no evident 
oscillation. 

The vehicles driven by Fournier and Keene were 
both 40-horsepower French gasoline carriages 
made by Mors. That a gasoline carriage would 
make the best record was inevitable. But no one 
foresaw that an electric car would also lower the 
previous world’s record of one minute six and two-
fifth seconds made by Winton. The carriage in 
question was designed and driven by Mr. A. L. 
Riker, and was a distinctly American type of 
machine. It was a racing machine pure and simple, 
an electromobile reduced to its lowest terms, a 
wheeled frame and a battery, with seats for two 
men arranged in tandem. Current is derived from 
60 cells of the lead-zinc type, giving a maximum 
voltage of 130 and a discharge of 100 amperes. 
The battery weighs 900 pounds, and the entire 
carriage 1,850 pounds. With a start of only one-
quarter of a mile Mr. Riker covered the mile in one 
minute and three seconds, the armatures of his 
motors making about 3,300 revolutions per minute. 
The exact power of the vehicle has not been 
determined, but Mr. Riker informs us that the 
horsepower is between 15 and 20. When it is 
considered that the French carriages of Fournier 
and Keene were equipped with motors rated at 40 
horsepower, Mr. Riker’s performance is all the 
more remarkable. At the same time, it is but just to 
the other vehicles to state that while they were all 
capable of long-distance touring, the electric 
machine was capable of maintaining its maximum 
effort apparently for only a single dash over the 
mile course. It was towed to the course, towed 
back to the starting point after the trial, and 
charged its batteries immediately before its trial 
run from an adjoining electric car. By a special 
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rheostat, with which he has fitted his racing 
machine, Mr. Riker is enabled to divert part of the 
current from the field coils to the armature, after 
speeding up, so that the rotary speed of the 
armature shaft is considerably increased. Since the 
racing machines of Fournier and Keene have 
already been illustrated in these columns, we have 
pictured only the carriage used by Mr. Riker. 

The arrangements for timing the contestants seem 
to have been somewhat unusual. The timers at the 
finish were informed by the click of a telegraph 
instrument that a machine had started. An instant 
later an “O.K.” signal was given to confirm the 
start. The timers consequently started their watches 
with the first click and caught the machines as they 
whirled past the finish line. If no “O.K.” signal was 

given, the watches were turned back for the next 
signal. As a result of this arrangement some 
machines ran over the course without being timed, 
no additional signal having been given. Foxhall P. 
Keene was one of those who suffered. His first trial 
was credited with a speed of one minute and 
twenty-one and two-fifths seconds, which was 
clearly an error. S. T. Davis, who made the mile in 
one minute and fifteen seconds in a steam carriage, 
and thus broke the previous steam carriage record 
of one minute and thirty-nine seconds, was also 
mistimed in one of his attempts. 

These are the most remarkable contests ever run on 
a public highway. They have shown that only a 
specially built locomotive engine running on steel 
rails can beat a modern racing automobile. 

 

 
 
Riker’s mile in 63 seconds equates to a touch over 57 
m.p.h. (92 k.p.h), while Fournier’s World Record time 
of 51.8 seconds corresponds to 69 ½ m.p.h. (just under 
112 k.p.h.). Davis’s average speed in his steam car was 
48 m.p.h (just over 77 k.p.h.).  

Lest these speeds seem unimpressive, at South 
Australia’s first automobile race meeting, held almost 
exactly three years later in November 1904 at 
Morphettville race course, many of the vehicles “…did 
not seem to be able to show any pace over the heavy 
going”. In the two-mile light car (voiturette) race, times 

were much slower than a race horse over the same 
distance: 5m 32s for 2 miles or less than 22 m.p.h.. The 
heavy car race over three miles was a little faster, with 
E.S. Rymill’s Darracq “… (passing) the other cars as if 
they were standing still”. Despite the high praise, 
Rymill’s time of 5m 19 2/5 s for the 3 miles was just 4s 
faster than the horse record over the distance, and 
corresponded to an average of 33.8 m.p.h.. Clearly 
South Australia still had some way to go in motor 
racing. 

By the way, where did Riker sit?   



 

 
Bulletin November 2009  Page 8 

 
 

  Rudge night at the October meeting 
Perhaps more famous for their automotive 
wheels, Rudge Whitworth produced some fine 
motorcycles, three of which were on show at our 
recent meeting 
One of the few drawbacks of our meeting hall is the 
doors, the size of which limits our vehicular displays to 
motorcycles and absurdly small cars – so far as I can 
recall Howard’s Phoenix is the only “car” to make the 
grade to date. But luckily there seems to be no shortage 
of interest of motorcycles among the members, 
particularly when they ate laden with technical interests 
like the early machines from Rudge Whitworth. 

 
The oldest machine on display was Howard’s newly 
restored Single Speed model (no clutch) from 1911, the 
first year of manufacture. As we go to press the bike is 
participating in its maiden event at the National Veteran 
Motorcycle Rally in W.A. 

 
Thanks to non-member Arnold for bring along his 
splendid 1913 “Multi”. The “constantly variable 
transmission” generated as much interest at our meeting 
as it must have done when it appeared in 1912. 
Studying the bike (on hands and knees in some cases!), 

and the “loose” parts of a Multi Gear on display caused 
the penny to drop for a number of interested members.  

 
The third machine – from the mid 1920s – illustrated 
the progression from the belt drive veterans to the 
potent 4-valve bikes that were such a force in racing 
from the late 1920s. With 4 valves upstairs in the motor 
and 4 speeds in the gearbox, it was quite a modern 
machine when it appeared, if we can forgive the rather 
unfortunate rim braking system. Hard to believe, but it 
must have seemed like a good idea at the time.  

Not present was an example of one of Rudge’s few 
excursions into four wheels: the Rudge cycle car of 
1913. This is not surprising, as the project did not 
progress beyond the prototype stage. 

 
Powered by either the 500 cc or the legendary 750 cc 
motorcycle engine (based on the 500 cc model, but with 
the stroke increased to a truly staggering 132 mm), the 
car used belt drive with a modified form of the multi 
gear. Yes it’s a little rough around the edges (note the 
recognisable motorcycle fuel tank along the bonnet 
ridge), but it would have made a spirited little car. It 
may even have fitted through the doors of the meeting 
hall! 
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  Mysteries 

September’s “Darracq” mystery unfolds a little 
further…  

The Darracq mystery centred on a rather grainy 
newspaper photo from 1905, which we suggested 
showed H. F. Nichols’ 24 h.p. Darracq at the beginning 
of a reliability trial. In last month’s update, we learned 
that Nichols was a key part of the James Hill concern, 
although doubt remained about whether the car in our 
photo was indeed the Darracq. This month we can shed 
a little more light. The following advertisement comes 
from the Register, in early January 1906: 

DARRACQ AUTOS 

These cars have proved themselves the fastest and 
most reliable Car introduced into Australia. They 

have been adopted by the S.A. and Victorian 
Governments, and all the leading motorists in 
Australia. They are fitted with M.O.I. Valves, 

Pressed Steel Frames, Irreversible Steering, and 
many other Darracq improvements, the change speed 

system being wonderfully simple. 

Sizes for 1906: – 8 h.p., 10 h.p., 12 h.p., 15 h.p., 20 
h.p., 28 h.p., and 40 h.p., from £385 upwards. 

For sale, cheap, our 24-h.p. DARRACQ “WHITE 
STREAK;” in perfect order. 

JAMES HILL & SONS, 

63 GRENFELL STREET. 

 
Let’s allow that the reference to “our 24-h.p. Darracq 
White Streak” provides us with a little more confidence 
that our original photo – showing a light-coloured and 
possibly-white car – shows the James Hill 24-h.p. 
Darracq, said to be owned by their head man Nichols. 
However it seems that “The White Streak” may not 
have been an easy sell, because eight moths later, in 

September 1906, the same car (or just possibly another 
24-h.p. Darracq) was to be sold at an auction of James 
Hill & Sons cars, said to be the first automotive auction 
in South Australia. 

 

The keenest of readers may note that the auction was 
conducted by Theodore Bruce & Co., and recall that 
James Bruce, from the same firm, was a speaker at one 
of our meetings earlier in the year. The Pope Tribune 
owners among us (at least two) could perhaps enlighten 
us about the Pope – James Hill connection that has two 
vehicles on offer at the auction. Were they new? 

Let’s officially leave the Darracq mystery open – 
perhaps it can be unambiguously resolved on Darracq 
Night, at our December meeting. 

And a new mystery… 

We usually look for our mysteries close to 
home, but this one comes from very far 
afield – Russia in fact – where a veteran 
Phelon and Moore motorcycle engine has 
surfaced, sporting an unusual, and certainly 
non-original, water-cooled barrel. T-head, 
and labelled “J.H. & Co.”, we’re thinking 
early car rather than motorcycle. Any 
suggestions?   



 

 
Bulletin November 2009  Page 10 

 
 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please 
notify the editor of changes 

Wanted: Rear view mirror and hood rear window for 
1914 veteran car. Contact Neil Francis (08) 8373 4992 

Wanted: AKD Veteran motorcycle frame and any 
parts; also wanted Toyota 5ME Head in good condition 
Contact David Laubsch (08) 8532 4828 

For sale: Rotax switch panel Contact Barry Bahnisch 
(08) 8296 3202 

For sale: DVD of the recent National Veteran Rally at 
Naracoorte, produced by Peter Partridge $10 per copy. 
Contact Peter Mullins (08) 8272 2329  
petros1048@gmail.com  

Wanted: Lucas DB10 relay (Morris Minor etc.). 
Contact Dave Potter (08) 8294 0750 

Wanted: Standard Vanguard engine, suitable for 
rebuilding. 4-cylinder wet liner 1956 to 1960. Engine 

mounts located at the front of the engine. Same as 
Massey Ferguson engine. My 58 Vanguard ute is 
getting sad! Please help! Contact Dave Hatcliffe (08) 
8250 9092 BH or vintagetin@bigpond.com  

Wanted: Length of old-style ½-inch pitch roller chain, 
to suit an early 3/16-inch chain wheel and sprocket. 
Required for an early motorcycle pedal chain, but used 
on early bicycles also. Modern ½-3/16 chain does not 
fit. Contact Leon Mitchell (08) 8278 5120  
mitchell@senet.com.au   

Wanted: North East Dodge 4 starter/generator. 
Contact Barry Foster (08) 8276 9558 

Wanted: (to borrow or buy) 70° valve seat cutter, 30 
mm or less at small end. Contact Terry Parker 
tgparker@bigpond.net.au  

Stolen: From the widow of the late Ian Corlett: 1915 
TT Triumph race bike, red tank and yellow racing plate 
number “191”. If anyone hears or sees anything of this 
bike they should ring the police ASAP. 

 

  Talking heads from the London to Brighton Down Under Run 
 
 

  

With Mayors in robes to 
address entrants at each 
end of the run, there was 
more than a little 
competition for the 
microphone at the recent 
London to Brighton 
(Down Under) Run. Andy 
Applebee, in his role as 
“pilot” for the run in 
Fanny the 1910 
Phanomobile, gave an 
address at the reserve in 
Brighton, while members 
Terry Parker and Arthur 
Mullins kept the media 
throng happy. The ABC 
did a fine job of covering 
the event, with Terry 
heard on the radio news 
during the afternoon and 
excellent footage of the 
vehicles (and Arthur!) on 
the evening television 
news.   

 


