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  A well-travelled cushion 
 

 
This month at least seven members of the VCCSA headed west for the National Veteran 
Motorcycle Rally in Albany, W.A. While for some the sailing was far from smooth, doesn’t 
Graham look like a man who knows how to enjoy himself on a veteran bike? From 1914, B.S.A. 
built a line of sturdy machines fitted with their own 3 speed countershaft gearbox, unusual for its 
enclosed metal-on-metal clutch. Graham’s machine is a fine example which has participated in 
rallies in most states, often fitted with that rarest of period motoring accessories, the pink frilled 
cushion… Rob Elliott’s report on the rally is on page 7 of this issue. 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The next meeting on 
Wednesday 2nd December 2009 will have a 
Darracq theme: Darracq owners and enthusiasts 

should bring along their Darracq enthusiasm, 
questions, photos (on CD or memory stick), 
ephemera, hardware… Of course all members and 
guest will be made most welcome! Remember, 
there is no meeting in January. Our first meeting 
night for 2010 will be on Wednesday 3rd February. 

  From the committee  
 
From the Chairman  
In the last issue of the Bulletin, I said that I would 
hopefully write a report of the National Veteran 
Motorcycle Rally held in Albany. It seems there is now 
little need for me to do so, as Rob Elliott has most 
kindly already written one. I feel I should warn you, 
Rob, that your regular superb rally reports could lead to 
me (among others) considering you our official events 
scribe. No doubt he will tell you that the Presidential 
Rudge failed to cover itself with glory, but fortunately 
the Bell performed well and I was “forced” to benefit 
from its reliability by sharing the bike with the friend 
from Cairns I loaned it to. Another wonderful week.  
I stayed on in W.A. for an extra week after the National 
Rally, and was thus able to take part in another event 
before returning to Adelaide. This was a charity Bike 
Show and Rally which took place in Boyanup the 
following weekend and I’ll have a report on it for the 
next Bulletin. In the meantime, thankyou to all who 
kept the Club wheels turning in my absence – they 
always say the “boss” is the easiest one to do without. 
At present, Dianne and I are busy trying to catch up 
with the accumulated paperwork and emails from our 
four weeks away. Not to mention the laundry!  
PS from Secretary: I told him not to mention the 
laundry! I am still wading my way through the ironing 

– yuk! I would also like to add my thanks to those who 
helped while we were away. I am now trying to 
complete a copy of the membership list for all club 
members (all 90 of us) and anticipate (without any 
disasters on my computer) that it will be issued in the 
next week or so, by email to those with computers and 
by mail for the others. 
We would like to wish all members and their families 
all the best for the Christmas period and look forward to 
another year of fabulous veteran motoring with you all 
next year.    Howard and Dianne 
 
From the editor 
Although our meetings have a hiatus over the Christmas 
period, we will produce a Christmas edition of the 
Bulletin towards the end of the month (the January 
2010 edition). While I’ve been actively seeking De 
Dion vis-à-vis content for the issue, I wonder could 
someone help me out with an article or two on more 
sophisticated veterans: it would be nice to contrast the 
ridiculous with the sublime! With the Australian “1918” 
cut-off for the veteran period, the development that 
occurred between the earliest and latest vehicles in the 
club is quite astounding. Thanks to Andy Applebee, 
Rob Elliott and Barry Foster for their contributions to 
this month’s issue – keep them coming!    Leon 

  

VCCSA members at the National Veteran Motorcycle Rally in Albany: David Jennings and John Wilkins 
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  A Brief History of the Norton Summit Hill Climb 
 
With the fourth VCCSA Annual Hill Climb less than a 
week away, it’s appropriate to look back at the first 
series of hill climbs organised by the Automobile Club 
of South Australia in 1904, 1905 and 1906 

Formed in September 1903 as the Automobile and 
Motor Cycling Club of South Australia, the state’s first 
and foremost motoring body had little interest in its first 
season for competitive motoring events. Although some 
motorcycle racing had occurred at bicycle meetings at 
the Adelaide Oval in October 1902 and October 1903, it 
was not until October 1904 that the first competitive 
event for motor cars was held at the Morphettville 
racecourse. The Motor Derby, a mix of race and novelty 
events, was not entirely successful, and was to be the 
first and last “motor racing” event organised by the 
club. Henceforth, the utility of the motor car would be 
demonstrated to the public through reliability trials and 
hill climbs. 

The first “hill climbing contest” took place on Saturday 
December 17th, 1904 over a four-mile course “… from 
the East Torrens Hotel (now the Tower Hotel), Magill, 
to the “White Gate”, a familiar landmark on the new 
road, about two miles from Norton’s Summit”. About 
fifteen cars, ranging from 5 to 15 h.p., participated, 
along with “seven or eight cycles”. Perhaps not 
surprisingly, largest of the motorcycles, Napier Birk’s 3 
h.p. Imperial Rover, was the fastest up the hill in a time 
of 11 min. 32 sec., while the largest of the cars, E. 
Rymill’s 15 h.p. Darracq, was fastest of the cars in 12 
min. 3 sec.  

 
Lewis advertising after the 1904 event – the cars were De 
Dions and Talbots, recently landed for new owners, but 

driven in the event by Lewis staff. 

After the event, afternoon tea was hosted by Sir Richard 
and Lady Baker at their property “Morialta”. Does 
anyone know where this house is? 

The club was back again in December 1905, over the 
same course. Among the twenty one cars competing this 
year, many had been stripped back into “racing” trim by 
their owners; the reduced weight yielding faster times. 
E.S. Rymill’s 15 h.p. Darracq “which, like many others, 
had been dismantled for the occasion” was this time 
fastest of all comers in 9 min. 30 sec., with Jackson’s 
prototype 2 ¾ h.p. water-cooled Lewis the fastest of the 
motorcycles in 10 min. 6 sec. No invite to the Baker’s 
this time, so the competitors had to stop at the pub for 
refreshments after the event. 

The third and final event was held over the course in 
December 1906, and Darracq, with a reputation to 
defend, was represented by some impressive machinery. 
H. Nichols’ 24 h.p. Darracq (the “White Streak” 
discussed in recent editions of the Bulletin) was present 
in the hands of A.G. Rymill, while E.S. Rymill had 
traded up from his 15 h.p. Darracq to a 24 h.p. (or 28 
h.p. depending on reference) machine of the same make. 
With new rules in place to ensure that the competing 
cars were in “touring dress”, speeds were down a little 
from 1905. Nevertheless Darracq went on to secure a 
clean sweep of the three Norton’s Summit events when 
E.S. Rymill won in 9 min. 44 sec, 24 sec. ahead of A.G. 
Rymill in his similar car. Interestingly, the first 
motorcycle home was W. Crowle on a 2 ¼ h.p. Indian – 
a much sought-after machine these days. The most 
exciting incident in the race was seen “about a mile for 
Magill, the road takes a sharp turn on the edge of the 
hill” when Murray Aunger, driving one of the 12 h.p. 
Lewis Talbots, “plunged past another car, right in the 
sharp turn. The performance was a wonderful example 
of driving skill, but the spectators held their breaths for 
a second as the two cars, one almost on the fence and 
the other jammed under the hill at the other side of the 
road, swung round with what seemed no more than a 
foot or so to spare at any point.” With machines leaving 
the start at one-minute intervals, Aunger was 
presumably overtaking at some speed. 

As in 1904, the “after party” kicked on at Sir Richard 
and Lady Baker’s residence, and it seems a good time 
was had by all. 

Although the Automobile Club’s annual hill climb 
continued for two more years (up Anstey’s Hill in 1907, 
and the Old Belair Hill in 1908), it never again tackled 
the road to Norton’s Summit. At least not until 2006 
when the VCCSA held its fist revival of the event. 

See you on Sunday!    LWM  
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  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
6 December 2009 

Norton Summit Hill Climb. Our popular annual event is on again this 
year; let’s make it even better than previous years! Gather from 9 AM at 
the Tower Hotel car park (corner of Magill and St Bernards Roads, 
Magill) for a 10 AM start. After the ascent, we will have a short meander 
through the hills – less arduous than last year – finishing with a picnic 
lunch at the Mt. Lofty Botanic Gardens, enter from the lower gate. 
 
 

Sunday 
7 March 2010 

Historic Vehicle Day. David Reade’s event will run again next year in the 
south parklands. More details as the date approaches. 
 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
1 & 2 May, 2010 

Two day rally based at Strathalbyn. Designed to suit all club vehicles, 
from the long-legged tourers to the weak and feeble. Book 
accommodation now! The accommodation hub will be the Strath Motel, 4 
North Parade, Strathalbyn, (now booked out? (08) 8536 3311, or visit their 
website www.strathmotel.com.au ). The dinner will be at the Victoria Hotel, 16 
Albyn Terrace, Strathalbyn, overlooking the main park in town, and they offer 
(three star) accommodation in their upstairs rooms. If you mention the Veteran 
Car Club when booking, you can get a spa room for the standard room rate. The 
phone number is (08) 8536 2202 or www.victoriahotelstrathalbyn.com.au. An 
information sheet an entry form will be sent out shortly. 
 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
9 & 10 October, 2010 

Burra to Morgan Heritage Drive and associated events, organised by 
the Northern Automotive Restoration Club. Accommodation at Paxton 
Cottages in Burra: book by contacting Juanita, (08) 8892 2622, 042 
9694169, or paxtoncottagesburra@bigpond.com. More information from 
member Roger Cross at rcjmc@bigpond.com  
 

 

  Flat Leather Belts 
I’m not sure how many flat leather belts are called 
for on veteran cars and motorcycles – probably 
fewer than on steam vehicles and old Hercus lathes 
– but there are sure to be some, and like most 
obscure items associated with our hobby supply 
will not get any easier. As the owner of an early 
American motorcycle (a 1903 California) that uses 
a flat drive belt, I was interested to find on the 
internet a supplier who specialises in leather belts: 

http://www.leatherdrivebelts.com/ 

The belts don’t seem expensive, and a wealth of 
knowledge on the subject is available, for example 
this snippet from their “Belt Care Frequently Asked 
Questions” page: 

Q: Is there a right and wrong side of single ply 
leather to run on the pulley face and why? 

A: Yes! The smooth side, hair side, grain side or 
outside should always be run in contact with the 
face of the driver and driven pulleys. The hair, 
grain, or smooth side is tougher, will wear longer, 
and is stronger than the rough, skin, inside, or 
“gut” side. Also the smooth side will provide 30 to 
50% more driving friction on a cast iron, wood, or 
fibre pulley face, than the rough side. 

Well who’d have thunk it!  

Situated in Chicago U.S.A., the contact is John Knox, 
tel. 847-384-1146, email john@leatherdrivebelts.com . 

 



 

 
Bulletin December 2009  Page 5 

 
 

  Fanny the 1910 Phanomobile: a driver’s view 

Andy Applebee goes into battle with a “stubborn 
old girl” 

Since having the pleasure of being the Pilot car in 
this year’s London to Brighton Down Under Run I 
have been asked to write a few words about my 
experiences in driving our newly acquired 1910 
Phanomobile. 

 
I’m not quite sure where to start, as being a meek 
and mild person by nature I found it a great 
challenge to have had to show the stubborn old girl 
(I could have used other descriptive words here) 
who’s boss, and have been shocked and a little 
dismayed to have discovered words in my 
vocabulary that I had no idea existed.  

Feelings and thoughts that have laid dormant for 
years came to the fore after having spent the best 
part of a day behind the “wheel” of what can only 
be described as a cranky old German Frau with 
scant regard for the sensitivities of a less than 
seasoned Veteran car driver. 

 

Affectionately called “Madame Fanny” after Rose 
Hill’s demanding and bedridden character in the 
much loved British comedy series “Allo, Allo” I 
feel that considering the demands that the car 
places on the driver (and the passenger for that 
matter) she is more than fittingly named.  

The old bat, (as Gorden Kaye’s character René 
would have referred to her) is a crank(y) start 
vehicle. At times she can be on her best behaviour 
and start first go, but at other times she, and she 
alone, will choose when and if she feels like 
turning over. Thank The Lord that a few drops of 
petrol or a quick discreet spray of “Start You 
Bastard” (is there a female version of that 
product?) in her inlet manifold works wonders 
even if the atmospheric inlet valves do sound like 
someone experiencing a nasty bout of flatulence. 

The vehicle has a manual petrol and oil pump 
which also demands attention at the most 
inconvenient times. I mean if it is not already 
enough just to master a three wheeled car with a 
tiller steering system you are also expected to 
reassure your passenger that the spray of oil that 
hits the windscreen and lands squarely in their own 
chest region is completely normal. Sard Wonder 
Soap is on special this week at Woollies anyway so 
stop your complaining! 

 
Having a tiller steering system is a challenge in 
itself. The epicyclic gears (two forward and one 
reverse) as well as the throttle and the spark are 
also located on the tiller. This is fine if you are 
going in a straight line as all is within easy reach 
but becomes a little more challenging when turning 
the vehicle to the extreme right when it is 
sometimes necessary to pass the whole kit and 
caboodle into the hopefully capable hands of your 
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passenger to steer while you franticly pump 
pressure into the oil and petrol tanks. 

My instructions tell me that when the stirrup 
handle of the tiller is in a horizontal position you 
have a neutral (or free) engine. If I am game 
enough to twist the handle to the left I get first gear 
and to the right I get top gear. All this needs to be 
done while the vehicle is actually moving and 
while, to the best of my ability I am obeying road 
rules. Of course the fact that everything is pretty 
well on the tiller means as you are driving you can 
get some unexpected unplanned adjustments to the 
spark and throttle while turning corners. 

Our little vehicle (especially designed for “doctors 
and vets” according to contemporary motor 
magazines but I suspect the larger category of 
people with slight mental deficiencies was omitted) 
is certainly eye-catching when seen on the road but 

does have the habit of scaring dogs and small 
children. 

On the way to The London to Brighton Run I was 
passed on Goodwood Road by a Sunday morning 
Lycra-clad cyclist. He had a huge grin on his face 
and a sparkle in his eye as he passed me on the left 
hand side and bid me “seeya later”. The cheeky 
devil! 

Claims that an elderly lady in a gopher beat Fanny 
are untrue... the lady got caught at a red light so I 
thundered away from her at a blistering 30 kph 
before she could get going. 

The other part owner of the car, John Hancock, is 
very fond of saying “Looking at this vehicle, you 
can see why the Germans lost two World Wars”. 

 

  And speaking of Phanomobiles (for the very last time!)  
 
John Hancock points out that the history of the 
company responsible for the Phanomobile (or more 
correctly Phänomobil) is well covered in an entry 
on Wikipedia: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robur_(truck) 

On the more local front, I’m not sure who actually 
imported the beasts into Australia, but there are 
some advertisements in 1914 in the Melbourne 
paper The Argus for the Phänomobil in both its 
“car” and cheaper “delivery” configurations: 

 

 
 

The only advertisement I have come across in the 
Adelaide papers is in 1911, for an “almost new” 
Phanombile (no fancy European spelling here) 
offered by Lewis under the heading “No 
reasonable offer refused”: 

 
Perhaps the fist owner, or the salesman, had some 
interesting experience with the tiller steering that 
lead to this rather desperate-sounding advert! I 
have not seen anything to suggest that Lewis had 
an agency, so it likely that this was a one-off sale; 
possibly a trade-in on the range of commercial 
vehicles Lewis were offering at the time. 

To finish off, a dark secret. It seems our club is 
now home to two Phänomobils: Andy and John’s 
very public recent arrival, and another long-time 
resident, lurking, awaiting restoration. Perhaps, 
inspired by the prospect of a partner… 
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  National Veteran Motorcycle Rally, Albany W.A., October 25th – 30th 2009 

A surprising number of our members headed west – a 
long way west – for a ride on their veteran motorcycle. 
Rob Elliott was amongst them… 

A small contingent of our members headed off to 
Albany in October for the National Veteran Motorcycle 
Rally, a week-long event touring around the 
magnificent coastal areas of south-west W.A. Howard 
and Dianne kindly volunteered to take a car trailer full 
of some of our bikes and take the long way over via the 
Nullarbor. Diana and I flew over to Perth and hired a 
car to drive down to Albany, taking a few days much 
needed R&R on the way down. The members who 
attended were: 

Howard Filtness  
& Dianne Barber 

1912 Rudge & 1911 Bell 

Graham Treloar 1915 BSA 

David Jennings 1915 GCS & 1916 BSA 

John Wilkins 1915 BSA 

Andrew McDougall 1914 Matchless 

Rob Elliott 1918 Harley Davidson 

I’d only just purchased the “restored” 1918 F model 
Harley that I took to the rally and Howard had only just 
finished the restoration of the Rudge – both these facts 
being pertinent later in the tale! The number of entries 
totalled approximately 85 bikes, including about 8 lady 
riders.  

The main organisers of the rally were Colin and Suz 
Butler from the Pre 31 Section of the VMCC of WA. 
They’d put a lot of effort into the event and are to be 
especially commended on the rally routes. The scenery 
was spectacular around Albany and the routes took in 
places of interesting local significance such as Whale 
World (a defunct whaling station turned museum, not a 
theme park with Captain Ahab rides thankfully!), Old 
Albany Goal, Cheynes Beach, Denmark (yes, Denmark, 
complete with beautiful bays and inlets), private motor 
museums and a winery at Castle Rock thrown in for 
good measure. Regular rally stops were made at local 
primary schools and it was rewarding to see the interest 
the children took in the bikes; at times they literally 
swarmed over them!  

The Wednesday rally broke for lunch at Two Peoples 
Bay. The setting was fantastic with a shaded grove of 
trees next to the beach to park the bikes under and rest 
while enjoying the barbeque (one of many during the 
week). Two Peoples Bay (the site of an early French / 
English encounter) put on a natural sideshow for the 
riders, with two whales visible on the other side of the 
bay. This stop was also the venue for the Rally 

Participants Meeting to nominate the location for the 
next National Veteran Motorcycle Rally. The meeting 
was held under the trees, with the participants 
surrounded by their bikes, quite a memorable sight, 
almost like some sort of tribal gathering. For those 
interested in participating, the next rally in 2011 will be 
held in Kingaroy, Queensland. 

 
Unbounded optimism: Rob (above) and Howard 

(below) prepare to head off. 

 
The weather for the week was as changeable as 
Adelaide’s has been, alternating between bright blue 
skies and thundery showers on various days. Luckily 
the weather was cooler than it has been at home, and 
subsequently kinder to the veteran bikes, and riders. 
This was fortunate, as the rally routes tended to be a bit 
long in my opinion, ranging between 90 and 130 
kilometres per day. A couple of aspects of the 
Naracoorte National Veteran Rally that I missed at 
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Albany were the excellent rally packs with the 
comprehensive daily instructions and, above all else, 
the Fred’s! On at least two separate occasions at Albany 
the marshals had left their posts before the last couple 
of riders, and even the back-up trailer, had passed 
through, resulting in small groups of lost riders 
wandering around the countryside. The back-up trailer 
crews were terrific though and on some days assisted up 
to 8 riders. Why the focus on back-up trailers?  

 
…and the (inevitable?) outcome 

After having completed the first day of the rally 
successfully (if you count running intermittently on one 
and then two cylinders as successful), things started to 
go a bit pear shaped on the Harley. On the second day I 
was riding along with the pack when the bike started to 
pick up pace of its own accord. When I tried to slow 
down I found that I couldn’t! There was no throttle 
control, it was stuck wide open. When I tried to retard 
the ignition and decompress the engine, nothing 
happened there either. I eventually shoved my hand 
over the carbie intake and stalled the engine, only after 
having hurtled past all the other riders, who no doubt 
thought I was hooning. Inspecting the bike later 
revealed the nut holding the throttle linkage on had 
vibrated off the top of the Schebler and, simultaneously, 
the rear head steady had broken in half, taking the 
decompressor and advance-retard linkages with it. Why 
do these things always happen at the same time! The 
rough, at times non-existent, running of the rear 
cylinder had obviously taken its toll with vibration. 

I spent the rest of the week working on the bike in the 
evenings and sightseeing with Diana during the day, 
which more than made up for the bike troubles. I had a 
compatriot in the bike tribulations, as Howard and I 
were running a private contest to see who could run up 
the most, or least, days of riding during the week, 
neither of us having much luck. I’m not sure what 
fettling was required on the Rudge, but on the way back 
from Denmark our bikes kept each other company on 
the back-up trailer, along with a freshly restored JAP-
engined Lewis. Howard had taken his Bell for a friend, 

Greg Wallwork, to ride, so had no backup mount while 
having Rudge problems. One day Greg convinced 
Howard that he should have a ride on the Bell, but it 
also decided to break down. I think by the end of the 
week Howard and I had racked up one and half days 
each – a tie!  

 
I’m not sure how our other members fared. I gather that 
they managed to ride trouble free on most days; I saw 
most of them on the road and out and about the various 
sites. The Harley is now in pieces and it turns out the 
engine is in a rather sad state: worn, odd size and out of 
square rollers in the big end; worn valve guides; worn 
rings; deeply pocketed valve seats; the list goes on – so 
much for a “fully rebuilt engine”. The Harley is now 
getting a complete rebuild. I’m sure Howard will have 
the Rudge sorted soon and we can both consider the 
Albany rally as just a test run for our club rally in 
Strathalbyn next May, the main event! 

P.S. The Rally organisers had a DVD made of the 
week’s event should our members be interested in 
viewing it one club night. 

 
A steep push 
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  The Climb to Belair  
We hear enough about spirited hill climbing in 
powerful cars, but what was hill climbing like for the 
ordinary pioneer motorist? 

“The long climb to Belair provided an interesting test 
of the lower powered cars, some of which had to be 
eased up the steeper pinches. In some instances 
passengers assisted by jumping out and running behind, 
while in one case the driver alighted and kept his hand 
on the steering wheel, while his companion, 
handicapped by skirts, raced behind at a rare speed. 
The higher powered cars, of course, made the ascent 
like race houses…” 

Care to guess the date when this item was penned? To 
make the game fairer, we can point out that the climb 
described is referred to these days as “the New Belair 
Road”, which passes the lookout and restaurant at 
Windy Point on its way from Mitcham to Belair. It’s 
not so steep really, as the pioneer motorists were 
climbing it (if not with much speed) before July 1901: 

“Adelaide now possesses four automobiles, or as they 
are properly called, motor cars or horseless carriages. 
They are owned by Messrs. V. Lewis, Gordon Ayers, R. 
Davis, and Dr. Gault... On Wednesday afternoon 
“Spokesman,” of “The Advertiser,” had the 
opportunity of a ride on Mr. Lewis’s machine in a test 
run up the Belair hill. On Saturday last the car 
successfully negotiated the old road to Norton’s 
Summit, which, at Giles's corner, is steeper than any 
other road in the hills, and has been ridden by very few 
cyclists. Dr. Gault's motor car, which was imported 
from England, has often been taken up the Belair hill, 
which is just three miles long, its best time, it is said, 
being 21 minutes. On Wednesday Mr. Lewis’s car 
accomplished the journey in 17 minutes, at the rate of 
10.59 miles per hour.” 

In fact our opening paragraph describes the climb made 
as part of the Opening Run of the Automobile Club of 
South Australia in October 1906. How interesting that 
“respectable” motorists of this era – fully five years on 
from the pioneers – were still shedding passengers to 
mount a successful climb of quite reasonable gradients 
like the Belair hill. One assumes that the “lower 
powered cars” included popular 5 h.p. cars like the 
Humberette and Pope Tribune, and perhaps even 6 h.p. 
cars like the De Dion Bouton and Rover. Perhaps 
Messrs. Clarke, Allen and Radloff could comment? I’m 
not sure we have a 6 h.p. DeDion in the club at the 
moment. 

 

The photographer who snapped the cars on their 1906 climb 
of the Belair hill for the local press was keen to point out that 

the road was actually rising steeply at the point the photos 
were taken, the elevation of the camera giving the illusion of 

flatness. 

 
Of course the larger cars were climbing with ease by 
1906: the (un-named) “…most powerful car of all 
climbed up the short way at the back of Mitcham”, 
presumably referring to “the Old Belair Road”. When 
the Automobile Club moved its annual hill climb away 
from Norton Summit, they chose to contest it on the old 
– steeper – road to Belair. 

By 1909, the “ordinary” motor car had come of age, and 
hills which presented a challenge but a few years earlier 
lost their threat: “A centre of much interest was the new 
12 h.p., 4-cylinder Talbot purchased by Mr. G. G. 
White, which has demonstrated its extra-ordinary hill 
climbing powers by taking four persons in a standard 
touring body up the Belair Hill on its top speed…” 

Funny, then, that 100 years on Adelaide buses still 
struggle on the climb on hot days! 

LWM 
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  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please 
notify the editor of changes 

For sale: Veteran Austin front axle, missing one 
stub axle. Possibly suit 15 h.p. Also quantity of 
Edwardian and veteran Lanchester parts – does 
anyone know of an early Lanchester car in 
Australia? Contact Leon Mitchell (08) 8278 5120  
mitchell@senet.com.au   

Wanted: Rear view mirror and hood rear window 
for 1914 veteran car. Contact Neil Francis (08) 
8373 4992 

Wanted: AKD Veteran motorcycle frame and any 
parts; also wanted Toyota 5ME Head in good 
condition Contact David Laubsch (08) 8532 4828 

For sale: Rotax switch panel Contact Barry 
Bahnisch (08) 8296 3202 

For sale: DVD of the recent National Veteran 
Rally at Naracoorte, produced by Peter Partridge 
$10 per copy. Contact Peter Mullins (08) 8272 
2329  petros1048@gmail.com  

Wanted: Length of old-style ½-inch pitch roller 
chain, to suit an early 3/16-inch chain wheel and 
sprocket. Required for an early motorcycle pedal 
chain, but used on early bicycles also. Modern ½-
3/16 chain does not fit. Contact Leon Mitchell 
(08) 8278 5120  mitchell@senet.com.au   

Wanted: North East Dodge 4 starter/generator. 
Contact Barry Foster (08) 8276 9558 

 

  This month’s mystery 
 
Barry Foster sends in this month’s mystery 
photograph. It comes from the pages of “The 
Modern World Book of Motors” by Laurence H. 
Cade where it is captioned “Three British soldiers 
amuse themselves with the remains of a motor car 
during a lull in the fighting”. Whether the caption 
is accurate is arguable, but the “remains of a motor 
car” are certainly interesting. The key features 
seem to be the pressed steel chassis, single cylinder 

side-valve engine mounted with crank fore and aft, 
and what appears to be chain final drive concealed 
by the cover below the driver’s “door”. But is it a 
door? Could it open past the rear guard? I suppose 
it’s the torpedo body that seems out of place on a 
car of this specification – perhaps we are looking at 
a modernisation left unfinished at the outbreak of 
war? Or perhaps there is a simpler explanation. 
Your thoughts, please! 

 

 


