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  Summer Breakfast 

  

 

 

There’s nothing like a warm sunny Sunday morning to bring the veterans out, and our February 
breakfast run was so blessed. With ten veteran cars (three out for the first time), a veteran 
motorcycle, three or four vintage machines and a number of members attending in ‘moderns’, we 
made quite a procession on our way from the city out to Mitcham, via the leafy back streets. More 
inside. 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd 
March and will Lynette Zeitz, curator of the 
Urrbrae House Museum, will talk to us about Peter 
Waite, technical innovator and pioneer motorist. 
The talk should provide us with a fascinating 
prelude to our March Run which will take us on a 
tour of his home, situated in the grounds of the 

Waite Institute, surrounded by the famous 
arboretum.  
We also have a treat for our April meeting, when 
member Stuart MacDonald will talk to us about 
Carl Wittber, pioneer motorist, aviator and talented 
engineer. Fittingly, the talk will coincide – within a 
couple of weeks – with the 100th anniversary of 
Wittber’s famous ‘hop’ at Bolivar in the Bleriot 
monoplane, arguably Australia’s first controlled 
flight. As usual, there will be plenty of time before 
and after the meeting for a chat and refreshments.

  From the Committee  
 
From the Secretary 
Hi to everyone – my brain has still been in 
‘holiday’ mode, but I am finally putting “pen to 
paper”, so to speak. 
I would like to welcome three new members – Rob 
Miller, a veteran motorcyclist from Victoria; Peter 
Foster, who started coming to our meetings in 
November and has become a member; and Charlie 
Tuckey, a motorcyclist and new veteran car owner. 
We now have 93 members! Welcome all. 
Entries are coming in for the Strathalbyn Rally – to 
date I have received entries for 11 veteran cars, 
with 23 people coming, all going to the dinner on 
the Saturday night. Some of these are interstate 
visitors who will be going to the 1 and 2 cylinder 
rally in Perth, and taking in our rally on the way 
home – they will be made very welcome. Howard 
and I will be leaving on 6th April to go to the 1 and 
2 cylinder rally ourselves, so the earlier I receive 
the entries, the easier it will be to get all numbers 
finalized. 
It was mentioned in the last Bulletin that we had 
fifty members and friends at the December meeting 
– a wonderful night. It has been discussed by the 
Committee that this year for the December meeting 
we may just have a social night, a time to mingle 
and chat and enjoy supper – so that can be penned 
into your diaries now (December 1). 
We had an enjoyable run for breakfast on February 
7th, and welcomed Neil and Gaynor Francis in 
their newly finished Napier (pictured top right on 
the front page, and on page 5), Dave Potter and 
Carole in Dave’s new FN (top left, front page), and 
Geoffrey and Fiona White in their Star (page 5) – 

all enjoyed breakfast “on the Club” as their 
inaugural run in their respective vehicles. We still 
owe breakfast to David Chantrell, as we missed his 
inaugural run ritual. 
We look forward to the run on Sunday March 7th 
to Waite House, then to the historic vehicle display 
on Anzac Highway from 12.30pm. 
From the editor 
I’m just back from Ballarat and a couple of days 
wandering around the vast fields of the Super 
Southern Swap Meet. While there was the odd item 
of interest to the veteran enthusiast, the days of 
previously-unseen treasures appearing on the tray 
of the farmer’s truck seem to have gone for good. I 
suppose it’s the chance of uncovering that elusive 
part that keeps us going to such events. 

It’s great to see such a positive response to the Two 
Day Rally in Strathalbyn in May – keep those 
entries coming! A number of members have 
enquired about coming along in non-veteran 
vehicles. While the event is design for veteran cars 
and motorcycles – we are a veteran club after all – 
members who don’t have a veteran vehicle, or who 
can’t get their veteran there for whatever reason are 
most welcome to come along and enjoy the event. 
Regardless of the vehicle, if you are going to join 
us please fill in an entry form to book your dinner 
and morning tea. 

Tony Beavan, who has taken many of the ‘action’ 
photographs that appear in the Bulletin, now has a 
large collection of photos, including most of the 
vehicles in the club. If you’d like a high resolution 
photo of you in action with your car or motorcycle 
contact Tony and he will supply one if available. 
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  Fast and Loose with the c1900 “Vivinus” 
 
The second car imported into South Australia was 
Dr. Gault’s “New Orleans”. Although it doesn’t 
seem that this car has survived, at least one of the 
marque has aged gracefully in its 110 years... 

The first four petrol-powered cars in South 
Australia are well documented: the locally built 
cars of Lewis and Davis, the Descamps Victoria 
imported by F. Gordon Ayers in February 1901, 
and the New Orleans of Dr. A.H. Gault which 
arrived in March of the same year. 

Browsing the internet recently, I was both surprised 
and pleased to come across a 1900 New Orleans 
car for sale in the UK. Many thanks to Gavin 
McGuire www.gavinmcguire.co.uk for allowing us 
to reproduce photographs of this charming little car 
in the Bulletin. 

 
The car is certainly similar in appearance with that 
of Dr. Gault (see SCC Motoring History Book No. 
1), the most visible difference being that the Gault 
machine has the rear wheels larger than the front. 
There may be other differences under the bonnet, 
as George Brooks suggests the Gault car used a two 
cylinder motor, or almost two separate motors, 
mounted vertically at the front and sharing the front 
pulley for the ‘fast and loose’ transmission between 
them. If this was indeed the case, perhaps the larger 
rear wheels are the means of obtaining higher 
gearing for the twin. Contemporary with the vis-a-
vis De Dion, the New Orleans is notably more 
primitive with its air-cooled engine and 
transmission which has as its first stage a crossed 
over flat belt to the countershaft. 

 
The wide one-piece pulley at the front of the 
transmission can be seen clearly in Gavin’s photo, 
but to get to the rest of the transmission we need to 
look underneath. To do this we go to Knight’s 1902 
book Light Cars and Voiturettes where the New 
Orleans is described in some detail, in particular 
the ‘fast-and-loose’ transmission. 

 
Three equal-size pullies are fitted to the 
countershaft just forward of the rear axle. The 
centre ‘loose’ pulley spins freely on the 
countershaft at all times, giving the neutral position 
for the transmission, as in the photo above. The 
pullies on either side of the ‘loose’ pulley are ‘fast’; 
‘fast’ as in fixed fast to the countershaft gears 
rather than ‘fast’ in terms of rotation or road speed. 
One of the fast pullies is fixed to the low-speed 
gear train; the other to the high speed. Changing 
gear is just a matter of sliding the flat belt across 
from one side to the other, with the wide front 
pulley allowing the belt to remain aligned 
regardless of the speed selected. 
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The final feature of note is the open crankcase 
design, with large vents front and rear, covered 
with gauze, to allow the motor to ‘breathe’. 
Mmm... It’s interesting to note that our survivor has 
plates, rather than gauze, covering the crankcase 

vents. What could the engine bay have looked like 
after a journey with gauze covers? 

Finally a comment on the name. George notes that 
the New Orleans was “actually a Belgian Vivinus”, 
whereas Gavin’s description of the car suggests 
“The New Orleans car began life as the Belgian 
manufactured Vivinus, being built under licence in 
the UK by Burford, Van Toll and Co of 
Twickenham in Middlesex who fairly rapidly 
changed their name to the New Orleans Motor Co. 
Ltd.” Can anyone tell us definitively whether the 
car was ‘made’ in the UK, assembled from 
imported parts, or simply imported and re-badged? 

I hope this little article has made you interested but 
not besotted: unfortunately the New Orleans was 
sold a few days before going to press. Let’s hope 
the new owner will let it out occasionally to stretch 
its little legs! 

 

  This and That 
“eBay night” 

Quite a few tall stories were told at the February 
meeting, when the subject was experiences with 
eBay. A number of members unfamiliar with eBay 
were seen surfing the web after the meeting! 

 
Some rusty, some lovely – eBay items under discussion 

at the February meeting 

Members 

Good to see Len Clarke at the last meeting. Len 
and Joan are now living at Warekila Lodge in 
Aberfoyle Park and would welcome a visit. Call 

Len first on his direct number listed in the 
membership list (which was sent out with the last 
Bulletin). Arthur Mullins missed the last meeting 
owing to ill health, but is now at home and feeling 
much better. 

Calling all Dodges 

Penny Smith writes to advise that the Dodge 
Brothers Club of Australasia Inc. is holding their 
National Rally in Nuriootpa, between 19 and 24 
September 2010. If you have a Dodge and would 
like to attend the rally, Penny can be contacted on 
0412 468 341 or at home in the evenings on (08) 
8261 5366. 

More on Duncan and Fraser 

Continuing the marvellous story in his Duncan and 
Fraser history book Legacies Left Untold, David 
Chantrell now has a web site devoted to the firm 
www.duncanandfraser.com . If you have questions 
regarding T Fords, David is always willing to help 
if he can. 

Hall of fame 

John Treloar sends in details of a most interesting 
website: www.automotivehalloffame.org  
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  Bertie Barr Smith remembered 100 years on 
Some centenaries should not go unmarked... 
Bertie Barr Smith’s record breaking in his magnificent 60 h.p. Napier is well known. 
In February 1909 he and co-driver Murray Aunger drove from Melbourne to 
Adelaide in an elapsed time of 22 hours 24 minutes which motorists at the time 
thought “...would stand unsurpassed for a considerable time”. In fact it was 
surpassed only 5 weeks later by G. Gilmore White and his co-driver Fred Custance 
in a 35 h.p. Talbot. Undaunted, Barr Smith and Aunger made plans to regain the 
record. By late 1909, the Napier had been thoroughly overhauled, fitted with large 
diameter wheels and a new 2-seater sports body, and petrol was sent out in advance 
of the attempt. On Dec. 18 Bertie played polo in preparation for a game against Mt. 
Crawford on Dec. 30, a game he was destined not to play. Bertie died of uraemia in 
a North Adelaide hospital on Dec. 31, 1909. One hundred years later to the day my 
wife and I, on a hot Adelaide evening on the way to New Year’s Eve celebrations, 
stopped to put flowers on his grave.  

  More photos from the February breakfast run 

 
20 h.p. from 4 cylinders in the 1914 Napier 

 
Geoff White’s Star 

 
T Ford and Hotchkiss, with Napier looking on 

 
Sill plate on the 1914 Napier – the car features a very original locally-built body 
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  In Praise of the Crowbar 
Roger Cross tells the tale of a recalcitrant Renault 
clutch and the utility of applied mathematics... 

Proudly showing off the new windscreen I had 
constructed for our 1908 X1B Renault, I drove 
around Burra (the residents of Burra being well 
used to historic motor cars causing havoc around 
Paxton Square etc.). Never imagining the need for 
knowledge drummed in, oh so long ago, I drove 
gaily towards the outer limits of town. Then it 
happened! The clutch failed, just as I changed 
down from third to second. Stopping the engine 
and applying the brake brought me to a halt none 
too soon. Now I was stuck in the outer limits of 
town with a useless floppy clutch pedal. Removing 
the floorboard and peering in with some trepidation 
soon brought the problem to light. The mighty 
clutch spring’s thrust is taken by a boss attached to 
the gearbox and this had come adrift. I already 
knew about the incredible clutch spring. In the dim 
and distant past the boss had already come adrift, 
and it had been welded back in place in the 
outback, after failing there perhaps 50 years earlier. 
What to do? 
To my surprise, when confronted with this tricky 
situation my flagging memory revived and in a 
flash I saw a way out of my predicament. At about 
the same time that the Renault was causing 
problems to its outback owner, a time when 
education meant learning things (though not 
necessarily understanding anything), I took a 
course in applied mathematics. Dredging up the 
contents of some of those weary lessons of over a 
half-century before, I found I had the answer. 
The crowbar, or the ‘simple lever’ as it was known 
in my A level course at the Harrow Technical 
College, was our introduction to the mechanics of 
machines. Sadly this was the only ‘machine’ I 
remember studying; perhaps the enthusiasm of the 
first weeks quickly evaporated, and, of course, the 
opposite sex took a lot of studying! We were told 
that Archimedes determined the theoretical basis 
for the lever (we had all heard of him as the Greek 
natural philosopher who had had something to say 
about buoyancy, so we already thought of him as 
quite a good bloke, and a very clean one). We were 
shown a toy war catapult first used in the wars of 
Alexander, for Archimedes had a pivotal role in the 
defence of Syracuse in 215-214 BC, cunningly 
setting up catapults capable of firing heavy objects 

to different distances. In helping to save the city, it 
was said of him: “one man and one intellect, 
properly qualified for a particular undertaking, is a 
host in itself”. 
As I understood it from those long-ago lessons, the 
crowbar’s mechanical advantage is governed by the 
length between the load and the pivot l and the 
length between the pivot and the force you have to 
apply L.  The relationship is, as told to me, one of 
inverse proportionality. Let the weight you wish to 
move be w and the force you have to use be W, 
then wl = WL. So the longer L the lever, the 
smaller the required force W. If only the “Law of 
Inverse Proportionality” had seemed that easy all 
those years ago! 
Why not, I thought, call friend Merv and see if he 
has a crowbar. Merv soon turned up with two: “one 
for house breaking jobs and the other for breaking 
into Fort Knox”. Selecting the latter, we cunningly 
found a pivot point and both heaved on the long 
end L, and we became a combined W. With my 
spare hand I slotted into first. Merv pulled the 
crowbar clear and I (and the car) lurched forward. 
But then there was the second problem: I was in 
gear but couldn’t stop! 
Merv, with admirable speed, jumped into his car 
and rushed ahead to each and every junction. 
There, he held up such traffic as there was, and I 
held my nerve. Back home and the shed looming, I 
sped up the drive. Judging the moment to cut the 
engine, I applied the brake and stopped – just 
before crashing into the milling machine at the 
back of the shed! Such are the joys of veteran 
motoring!  
I have spent some time fixing the problem and 
should be back on the road shortly. Moral of the 
story: One never knows what lessons are round the 
corner, the past catches up with you, and you 
should beware the present. 
 
 
Ref: Hogben, Lancelot, 1938. Science for the 
Citizen, London: Allen & Unwin.  
 
Lancelot Hogben: Socialist and member of the 
‘Cambridge Group of Scientists’ headed by J. D. 
Bernal who wanted science to be used for the 
benefit of the World’s poor and pooh-poohed the 
idea of ‘value-free’ science. The group eventually 
became the ‘Scientists for Social Responsibility’. 
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  Mysteries 
It’s funny how some old photos turn up 
unexpectedly, while others, known to exist, defy 
all attempts to locate them...  

Our mystery this month is in the former category, 
arriving in a bundle of photos that my fried Rodney 
Attwood discovered amongst his father’s papers 
and sent to me to peruse. Most of the photos were 
snaps taken at the Isle of Man motorcycle TT races 
in 1929 and 1930, but there were two sepia 
orphans, a small, bent and faded photo featuring an 
early motorcycle, and this charming postcard of an 
unknown man in his fine motor car.  

Given the context, the photo was likely taken in the 
UK, and printed on a post card as was the fashion 

of the day. Perhaps intimidated by the instruction 
“This space may be used for Communication to all 
countries except United States, Spain and Japan”, 
the card was never used. 

Member Alan Meredith has been having birthing 
pains with the complex bonnet for his early two-
cylinder Talbot, yet here we see an arguably more 
complex example of the bonnet-maker’s art. Surely 
that hatch, with its fearsome latches, must provide a 
clue to the identity of the car? Although the 
radiator can’t be seen, the ornamental cap suggests 
a header tank and a radiator mounted above the 
chassis rails at the front.  

OK, let’s hear your ideas! 
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  Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
7 March 2010 

Visit to Waite House and Historic Vehicle Day. David Reade’s veteran 
and vintage event will run again this year in the south parklands. As a 
prelude to this gathering, our club will have a run to visit Waite House, at 
Urrbrae: entry through the Waite Arboretum entrance on Fullarton Road. 
Meet at Veale Gardens at 9 AM to arrive at Waite House at 9:30. Enjoy a 
guided tour of the house, and a walk in the Arboretum, BYO picnic. 
Depart at 11:30 for Historical Vehicle Day in the parklands on Anzac 
Hwy, just north of Greenhill Rd.. 
 

Sunday 
11 April 2010 

 

Day Run to McLaren Vale. Meet at Blackwood station car park (from 
the roundabout, follow Main Rd east down the hill to the railway crossing, 
turn left immediately over the railway line) 9AM for a 9.30 start. Stop at 
the famous bakery at Clarendon to stock up, then morning tea at the 
Clarendon Oval in River Bend Park. On to a winery (TBA) for lunch. 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
1 & 2 May, 2010 

VCCSA Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn. Designed to suit all club 
vehicles, from the long-legged tourers to the weak and feeble. If you have 
to attend one rally this year, this is it! Information sheet and entry form 
were in the last Bulletin, and can be downloaded from the club website 
http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn  
 

Saturday & Sunday 
9 & 10 October, 2010 

Burra to Morgan Heritage Drive and associated events, organised by 
the Northern Automotive Restoration Club. Accommodation at Paxton 
Cottages in Burra: book by contacting Juanita, (08) 8892 2622, 042 
9694169, or paxtoncottagesburra@bigpond.com. More information from 
member Roger Cross at rcjmc@bigpond.com  

  
 

  Dr. Shone’s De Dion 

Our up-coming two day rally at Strathalbyn gives 
us an excuse (if one is needed) to look at the first 
motor car in the district, the 8 h.p. De Dion 
Bouton built to the order of Dr. W. Vernon 
Shone, the Strathalbyn doctor from 1890 until 
mid-1904. The following item comes from the 
March 10, 1904 edition of the local weekly, the 
Southern Argus: 
 

“A MODERN AUTOMOBILE”  

“...South Australia already owns a good many 
horseless vehicles, and scores of motor cycles, the 
hum and whirr of the engine being now no 
uncommon sound, but neither this state nor any of 
the sister ones has possession of such a thoroughly 
up-to-date car as that which Dr. Shone of this town 
has just imported through Mr. Vivian Lewis, of 

Adelaide, for his use, all of the very latest 
improvements being combined in this one. The 
frame, like the engine, is from De Dion, Bouton & 
Co’s workshops on the Seine, the motor being 
nominally of 8 but capable of working up to 9 
horse power, with every possible device applied for 
meeting with emergencies, coping with difficulties, 
and avoiding accidents. It is fully guaranteed for 
thirty miles an hour running, but on level roads 
can, if necessary, considerably exceed that speed, 
having been tested by experts up to over thirty-five 
miles, and its brake power is so great that with 
automatic reversing gear the machine travelling at 
its very highest speed can be stopped almost 
instantaneously – certainly in less distance than a 
horse and trap could be pulled up travelling at a 
quarter the rate. The steering gear is so accurately 
balanced that there is practically no limit to the 
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driver’s control of the car, a light pressure of the 
hand being quite sufficient to guide its movements. 
The whole management of engines, gear and 
steering mechanism is effected by two or three 
little lever handles which can be moved by the 
fingers of the hand holding the steering wheel, and 
two at the driver’s feet, and Mr. O’Grady, Mr. 
Lewis’s clever expert, has so thoroughly instructed 
Dr. Shone in the mechanism of the whole machine 
that he is conversant with the working of every 
part, the use of every nut, screw and bar, and 
perfectly capable of taking the whole to bits, and 
re-associating it. The body of the car is of South 
Australian Build, Messrs. Duncan and Fraser of 
Adelaide having constructed it to Dr. Shone’s 
designs, the front part being much more roomy 
than the average, and the tonneau being easily 
removable when only two persons are driving. The 
whole of the fittings are strong, beautifully 
upholstered and mounted, the metal parts being 
thickly nickled, and the workmanship being 
extremely creditable to the firm responsible for it. 
Prior to bringing the car on here Dr. Shone spent a 
fortnight or so in Adelaide having a course of 
practical tuition by Mr. O’Grady in its driving as 
well as in its mechanism, and since he has been 
using it here has travelled some hundreds of miles 
without even the slightest trouble of any kind. The 
car makes very little noise when running, and Dr. 
Shone has found that far from causing any great 
fright to horses they have taken kindly to it far 
more readily than their drivers, a fact which the 
writer had demonstrated to him last week in the 

course of a run of sixty miles or so. The whirr of 
the engine at starting, or while the car is stationary 
with motor running, is a bit noisy, but most horses 
appear to take very little notice of it after a moment 
or two. Last week Dr. Shone gave the car a very 
severe test by running it through Macclesfield and 
Meadows districts, and back via old roads and 
cross tracks, some extremely rough ways and steep 
hills being negotiated without the slightest 
difficulty, at much greater speed than would be 
possible with horses; and later on a trial run was 
made to Wellington and back with a view to testing 
speed on the lonely flat road between Langhorne’s 
Creek and the Murrayside township. On this route 
there are stretches of flat country where the road is 
open and visible for miles ahead, with traffic 
almost nil, and under such favorable conditions 
speed tests were possible with safety, opportunity 
being also given of practically determining the 
time and distance of a pull-up from high speed 
running. All of these severe tests, were absolutely 
convincing, and a further one was successfully 
made of running through a sand drift in which the 
wheels sank for six or eight inches. Even at the 
highest speed the car runs so very easily and 
steadily that the speed rate is very deceptive until 
one notes the objects passed, while at a slow pace 
the comfort is complete.” 

“Altogether Dr. Shone is more than delighted with 
his car, and can be congratulated on the possession 
of so thoroughly modern and luxurious an 
automobile.” 

 

�

This photograph appears in two 
published histories of Strathalbyn; in 
both it is captioned as showing Robert 
Thomas of Strathalbyn in his De Dion 
car c1905. Thomas was the local agent 
for Lewis Cycle and Motor Works as 
early as 1900, and by 1905 he owned a 
6 h.p. De Dion, which differed from 
this car in a number of ways. Could the 
car shown be that of Dr. Shone, with 
the front “more roomy than the 
average” and the detachable tonneau 
removed? The search is on for the 
original print from which more 
information may be available.  
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  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please 
notify the editor of changes 

For sale: Veteran Austin front axle, missing one 
stub axle. Possibly suit 15 h.p. Also Lanchester 
front axle, complete with stub axles and hubs. 
Possibly suit c1908 20 – 28 h.p. car. Does such a 
car exist in Australia? Contact Leon Mitchell (08) 
8278 5120  mitchell@senet.com.au   

Wanted: Identity of cache of very early parts, 
believed to have come from one car. Note front 
wheels larger diameter than rear. See sample 
photos below. Help! Contact Leon Mitchell (08) 
8278 5120  mitchell@senet.com.au   

For sale: DVD of the recent National Veteran 
Rally at Naracoorte, produced by Peter Partridge 
$10 per copy. Contact Peter Mullins (08) 8272 
2329  petros1048@gmail.com  

�

�

�

�
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