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  At Home with the Waites 

 
Not so sunny this month for our Sunday morning run, but a delightful outing none the less. First stop was 
Peter Waite’s residence, Urrbrae House, where curator Lynette Zeitz took us on a fascinating tour of the 
house, gardens, and (most importantly to some!) garage. Double thanks to Lynette, as she was also our guest 
speaker at our meeting the previous Wednesday: I’m sure I speak for all members when I say that learning 
about the life of Peter Waite – an enthusiastic adopter of innovation who despite advancing years was not 
going to let the motor age pass him by – has been a great pleasure. Thanks Lynette! 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 7th April 
when member Stuart MacDonald will talk to us 
about C. W. (Bill) Wittber, pioneer motorist, 
aviator and talented engineer. Fittingly, the talk 
will coincide – within a couple of weeks – with the 
100th anniversary of Wittber’s famous ‘hop’ at 
Bolivar in the Bleriot monoplane, arguably 
Australia’s first controlled flight. As usual, Stuart 
has prepared a fascinating talk, so please make the 
effort to come along and hear him speak: there will 
be plenty of time before and after the meeting for a 
chat and refreshments. 

At our meeting on May 5 we will revisit our 2-day 
rally at Strathalbyn held the previous weekend. 
Tony Beavan and others will have photos/stories of 
the event – please bring any photos (on USB stick 
or CD for preference), videos, or snippets that may 
be of interest. 
Advance notice for the June 2 meeting – this will 
be a De Dion Bouton evening. If we can’t fit a 
complete car in the hall (or maybe just a little one 
Julian?) then perhaps some hardware, photos and 
the usual chat. If you are a DDB enthusiast start 
preparing now. 
July 7 is, of course, our AGM. If you haven’t yet 
thought about contributing to the club by joining 
the committee, you have a few months to consider! 

 

  From the Committee  
 
Just because the committee is a little scattered at 
the moment – Secretary and Chairman have packed 
their bags and are on their way west for the second 
time in the past few months, Phil Keane is in 
Vietnam, Peter Allen is just back from Singapore – 
doesn’t mean that we haven’t had a busy month. 
The club has made a significant purchase this 
month. By purchasing our own data projector and 
amplifier we hope that we will be able to provide a 
better service to our guest speakers and more 
enjoyment for members at our monthly meetings, 
and to avoid some of the mad panics that have 
occurred in the past with borrowed equipment.  
The club continues to grow, and this month we 
welcome Garrie Hisco as our newest member.  
From the editor 
Many thanks to Alan Meredith and Don and Sue 
Le Busque for their separate reports on the Cobram 

Rally. I have merged their efforts into the article 
that appears on pages 5 and 6 – I hope I have not 
offended with my clumsy editing. Thanks also to 
Neil Francis for his article about the restoration of 
his Napier. I was so interested in the section that he 
supplied on making the hood bows that I have held 
the text and photos over as the basis for an 
independent ‘how to’ article in a future edition. 
This issue ended up a little squeezed, so there are a 
couple of item that will be held over until the next 
issue. One item of particular interest was the result 
of the Geralka auction, and the fate of the c1907 
Renard road train. Sold for $104,000, the vehicle 
will remain in South Australia, which has to be a 
good outcome. Finally thanks to interstate member 
John Hughes who identified last month’s mystery 
photo as a c1904-5 Panhard et Levassor, fitted with 
Ducellier lamps.  

 
  Seen at David Reade’s Historic Vehicle Day 
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  On the Road Again 
 
No, not the song made famous by Willie Nelson 
but the story of Neil Francis’s 1914 Napier T68, 
the one most people know as Gordon Haverland’s 
old car... 
The hunt for a suitable veteran took nine months, 
and with help from a friend I was fortunate enough 
to locate this very complete and original car. At 
that time I would have settled for a mechanically 
complete car without a body but looking back over 
the last three years of restoration, I’m glad to say it 
was a complete car. 

 
The 20 h.p. Napier, as purchased 2007 

At the time of purchase I did not know if the 
Napier had a 15 h.p. or a 20 h.p. engine, so the first 
task was to remove the sump and measure the bore 
diameter. Bill Bishop, the Australian Napier guru, 
confirmed from the chassis number that I owned a 
Napier T68 20 h.p. The car left the Acton, London 
factory on the 5th February 1914 and was shipped 
to Vivian Lewis, Ltd., of Gawler Place Adelaide 
where the body was built and fitted to the car. 
At this stage the name of the original owner 
remains unknown, however Ossie Graham had the 
car for many years until he passed away in 1950. 
Ossie’s sister eventually sold the car in 1955 to 
Gordon Haverland for £80. Gordon had the car for 
the next 16 years, with the exception of a 12 month 
period around 1957 when it was owned by C.R. 
Hutchins of Naracoorte. Chris and Hamish Laurie 
became the custodians for the 36 years from 1971 
to 2007, and I purchased the car from Hamish 
Laurie in 2007. 

The restoration process was a lot more challenging 
and time consuming than previous restorations I 
have carried out on classic cars. Unlike a classic car 
most of the components cannot be purchased from 
a catalogue, leaving no alternative but to fix the old 
part or make a new one. This resulted in spending 
many happy hours in the garage. 

 
Four cylinders, 20 h.p.; tired and dusty 

The Vivian Lewis body was in very good 
condition, no wood rot and no rust, as the panels 
had been tinned prior to painting. I retained the 
original Vivian Lewis green paint on the inside of 
the tub (now hidden by the new trim) for someone 
to find one day when the trim needs replacing. The 
mudguards had a few splits that had been repaired 
with plates and rivets and were easily re-repaired. I 
painted the body using a two-pack undercoat and 
the colour coat in acrylic lacquer. 

 
Vivian Lewis Ltd handiwork lurks beneath the trim 
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The radiator still held water but cosmetically it had 
a few problems. Mick at Parkside Radiators 
sweated the radiator apart so I was able to fix or 
replace several brass pieces before he sweated it 
back together.  

 
Mick at work on the Napier radiator. 

The water pump was recommissioned with a new 
shaft and impeller. Richardson’s Engine Service 
rebuilt the engine, which was the only large task on 
restoring the Napier that I was not involved in. The 
chassis had no splits and was still straight resulting 
in only having to rebuild the leaf springs and 
shackles. The steering box had half a turn of free 
play before the sector was rebuilt and machined. 
The brakes required machining and new soft brake 
linings bonded to the transmission and rear wheel 
brake shoes. 
For the hood bows I purchased a 50 mm thick 
plank of Australian oak which I cut into 3 mm thick 
strips. I soaked the timber in water overnight then 
glued and bent the strips around a frame using 
clamps to dry. By the time the bows were cleaned 
up, stained and varnished they had kept me amused 
for about 8 weeks. (I have held back the photos 
Neil supplied showing the hood bows under 
construction – look for these and more specifics of 
construction in an up-coming Bulletin – Ed.) 
 Most of the other items only needed cosmetic 
attention and I had the car assembled and running 
before looking at the trim.  

 
Running, but untrimmed 

The trim was done by Noel Adams who specialises 
in veteran cars. He drove down from Queensland 
with his sewing machine and equipment for a five-
week holiday. I was very happy with the trim 
results and pleased to be allowed to be Noel’s 
apprentice. 

 
All those buttons... 

Driving the Napier has been a totally new 
experience for me. Think I have finally mastered 
now it but it certainly has been a new learning 
curve. 

 
On the road again... 
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  Cobram 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally, March 11 - 14 
It’s the editor’s dream – members sending in 
articles on places they’ve been and things they’ve 
done. Our report from Cobram comes from 
members Alan Meredith (whose Humber has too 
many cylinders, and whose Talbot is getting very 
close) who attended in a ‘modern’ and Don and 
Sue Le Busque, who travelled in style in the AX 
Renault... 

Cobram was the venue for this year’s V.C.C.A. 
(Vic.) four day 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally. The 
convenient central location appealed to inter-state 
entrants from South Australia, A.C.T. and New 
South Wales boosting the entry list to reach an all 
time high of 64. The vehicles taking part included 
no fewer than ten two-cylinder Renaults, four 
Cadillacs, four high wheelers, three Sizaire et 
Naudin, three Brushes, nine motorcycles and five 
steamers. 

Don and Sue were fortunate to receive an invitation 
to attend the rally and took along their 1911 AX 
Renault. Other entrants from SA included Geoff & 
Chris Chennells (1909 Sizaire et Naudin), Graham 
& Josie Treloar (1915 BSA Motorcycle Model C 
and 1913 Triumph Motorcycle), Kevin & Anna 
Fagan (1909 IHC Buggy). 

Geoff Brown entered the Renault twin and Chester 
McKaige brought his 1905 Darracq single, both 
cars being former South Australian residents. 

 
The ex-Hallo Darracq back in action under the 

ownership of Chester McKaige. 

This year the star attraction was undoubtedly Ken 
Russell’s beautifully presented 1907 Model K 
Stanley making its debut following a ten year 

restoration. The car performed sensationally. Its 
ornate boa constrictor horn, plumbed to puff steam 
on demand, was a decided crowd pleaser. 

 
Hot and steamy – the 1907 Model K Stanley 

Another interesting entry was a time warp AX 
Renault owned by the event organisers, Fiona Lane 
and Daryl Meek, who had recently purchased the 
car through the internet. The AX had previously 
been with just one family from new, much of its 
early life being spent near Horsham at Mount 
Talbot station. Some restoration work had 
evidently been carried out on it in the 1950’s. There 
was no shortage of patina here and only minimal 
“re-commissioning” had been needed.  

Serial N.S.W. entrant, Geoff Simmons, made a 
welcome reappearance in his De Dion engined 
1904 Innes tonneau. This one is a comparatively 
recent rebuild with impressive performance that 
seems to improve on each outing. 

 
This 1913 G.W.K. driven by Denise Smith was just one 

of four entries fielded by the Smith family. 
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Most entrants arrived on the Thursday afternoon in 
time to take part in a short warm up run to the 
nearby “Big Strawberry” where Devonshire Teas, 
Pancakes and/or ice creams were enjoyed. An 
excellent evening meal was served at the RACV 
Resort. Friday saw a longer drive along quiet 
country back roads to the train park at Numurka 
(about 43 km) for a boxed picnic lunch organised 
by the Baulkamaugh CWA. A public display was 
held on Saturday morning before those taking part 
headed off towards Yarrawonga for lunch at the 
historic Byramine Homestead, c1842 and classified 
by the National Trust, about 20 km on the road to 
Yarrawonga. The evening meal was at Barooga 
Sports Club over the Murray: we were transported 
to and from by bus, which meant no night driving 
was necessary. There was a short run on Sunday 
morning which visited George Christie’s private 
museum at Tocumwal before continuing on to the 
Barooga pub for lunch. This was the last organised 
activity, after which it was vehicles back on trailers 
and off home. 

 
Inter-state entrant Arthur Garthon's 1905 6h.p. Rover 

Home base for the event was the R.A.C.V. Resort 
which offered a variety of facilities to suit all tastes.  
The organisers, Fiona and Daryl, are to be 
congratulated on their exceptional planning.  The 
outcome was an outstanding event enjoyed by all – 
so much so that next year may well see a return to 
Cobram. Perfect weather throughout the rally was 
an added bonus.  Further photographs of the event 
may be viewed on the V.C.C.A. (Vic) web site 
http://www.veterancarclub.org.au   

 

 
It may be painted, but I reckon that axle’s still wood! 

We’ll give Don and Sue the final word: The rally 
was most enjoyable, and Rally Directors Fiona 
Lane and Daryl Meek are to be congratulated on a 
well planned, hassle-free event. We would 
recommend to any of our members to seize the 
opportunity, if it comes around, to attend this type 
of event. The quiet country roads and virtually flat 
terrain make motoring comfortable, with almost no 
other traffic to contend with, giving us all an 
opportunity to enjoy the countryside. 

 
One of the four Cadillacs at the event 
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  More on Fast and Loose, the Lewis car, and this month’s mystery 
 

The Vivinus/New Orleans article in last month’s 
Bulletin attracted quite a bit of comment, but of 
particular interest was a note from Arthur 
Mullins relating to the ‘fast and loose’ drive: 

I loved the descriptions of the transmissions 
of the New Orleans. From what I can 
remember of what my father told me, the 
Lewis was done the same way. Have you got 
any data to prove that? This way of two 
speeds was done in industry. One of the 
lathes in Pulteney Street had this 
arrangement for two speeds. In the old days 
of overhead shafting and flat belts, was easy 
to arrange. 

Of course Arthur’s dad should have known a thing 
or two about the 1900 Lewis car (see Bulletin 
November 2008), as he worked at Lewis at the 
time, and was responsible for building the wheels 
of the car.  

 
Does the horizontal white-handled lever slide the belt in 

the ‘fast and loose’ transmission? 
So did the Lewis car use the ‘fast and loose’ 
transmission system? Probably. We certainly know 
that the car had two speeds and a neutral, and was 
driven by a flat belt which found its way to the road 
more frequently than desired. Although technical 
detail is sketchy in the early articles, we can make 
some educated observations from the few surviving 
illustrations. In our first photo of the Lewis car 
(c1900) we can make out the lower run of the flat 
belt as it makes its way from the motor to the rear 
countershaft, which we see in the second 
illustration (c1902) is located about 7 inches behind 
the rear axle. (The car tyre and bicycle tyre are 
roughly the same diameter – say 28” – and the 
countershaft hub is about half way between the rear 
axle and the outside of the tyre.) 

 
We can also see one of the exposed gear sets (likely 
the low gear) which seems to drive the left back 
wheel from the countershaft. Unfortunately, even in 
the highest resolution copy of the other photograph 
we cannot discern the presence or otherwise of a 
gear train driving the right rear wheel. 
If the transmission were ‘fast and loose’ the three 
driven pulleys would have been on the rear-
mounted countershaft, but from there we’re going 
to have to guess. Given the car was a pioneer in the 
truest sense, perhaps we should guess first at an 
option that would be both simple to build and 
functional.  
Could it be that the car was in fact ‘one wheel 
drive’, and not fitted with a differential? In this 
case, the belt could be slid from the ‘loose’ central 
pulley onto the low gear pulley which drove the left 
side (say) of the countershaft, thence to the left rear 
wheel through the low speed gear train. To engage 
high, the belt could be slid back onto the ‘loose’ 
central pulley, then onto the right pulley, driving 
the right half of the countershaft and thence the 
right wheel through the high speed gear train. In 
this case, the rear axle could be ‘dead’ and mounted 
rigidly to the unsprung chassis. 
Am I being ungenerous by suggesting such a crude 
arrangement? 
If not as I have speculated, can anyone suggest how 
the transmission was in fact laid out? 
Your comments most welcome! 

LWM
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  Upcoming Events 
Sunday 

11 April 2010 
 

Day Run to McLaren Vale. Meet at Blackwood station car park (from 
the roundabout, follow Main Rd east down the hill to the railway crossing, 
turn left immediately over the railway line) 9AM for a 9.30 start. Stop at 
the famous bakery at Clarendon to stock up, then morning tea at the 
Clarendon Oval in River Bend Park. On to Tapestry Winery for lunch. 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
1 & 2 May, 2010 

VCCSA Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn. Designed to suit all club 
vehicles, from the long-legged tourers to the weak and feeble. If you have 
to attend one rally this year, this is it! Information sheet and entry form 
were in the last Bulletin, and can be downloaded from the club website 
http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn . If you haven’t entered, now is the time: 
entries close on Friday April 16 – see update below. 
 

Sunday 
6 June2010 

West Cemetery Tour. In the face of some pressure to hold this event 
after sunset, the committee has decided to err on the boring side and stick 
with Sunday morning – arrive in vehicle of choice at the main gate of the 
cemetery at 10AM for a short walking tour. To make this work, we will 
need 4 or 5 members to locate 2 or 3 interesting graves each – preferably 
with a motoring theme. If you do nothing, prepare to be bored by the 
editor showing you his ‘favourite’ Lewis-related graves. Please contact 
Leon if you can contribute to the tour. No doubt we will adjourn to an 
appropriate location for coffee after the tour.  
 

Saturday 
10 or 17 July, 2010 

Annual Dinner. Details are being finalised, with the plan to return to the 
Kooyonga Golf Club for our dinner. Plan to attend if you can! 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
9 & 10 October, 2010 

Burra to Morgan Heritage Drive and associated events, organised by 
the Northern Automotive Restoration Club. Accommodation at Paxton 
Cottages in Burra: book by contacting Juanita, (08) 8892 2622, 042 
9694169, or paxtoncottagesburra@bigpond.com. More information from 
member Roger Cross at rcjmc@bigpond.com  

  

  Strathalbyn Update 
Planning for the club’s 2-day rally at Strathalbyn 
has been underway for some months, and as the 
rally date looms – only 4 weeks away – details are 
falling into place. With confirmed entries from 28 
veteran vehicles (with three or four others 
promised and an unknown number expected before 
entries close on Friday April 16), and 70 people 
already booked in for the rally dinner, this will be 
the largest event run by the club to date. The runs 
are now mapped out, and will take us to Langhorne 
Creek and Milang on the Saturday afternoon and to 
Ashbourne for morning tea at The Green Man Inn 
on Sunday morning. The going will be easy on the 
Saturday run, with one ‘challenge’ hill in store for 

Sunday. Part of the Sunday rote follows that of the 
Automobile Club reliability trials of 1905 and 
1906. 
The countryside was looking a little dry at the 
Easter reconnaissance, prompting us to order some 
rain to green things up a bit. That done, the driving 
should be stunning, particularly if the sunshine 
ordered for the event comes to pass. Please be 
aware that the tone of the rally will be ‘relaxed’ – 
other than Saturday dinner and morning tea on 
Sunday, all food and accommodation is self 
catered. All entrants will receive final details 
before the event: see website  
http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn . 
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  By Perry to the Hill 

Think pioneering motoring journeys in South 
Australia and we mostly think big car: Talbot, 
Daimler, Napier, the monster 80 h.p. National. 
This story, reprinted from The Light Car and 
Cyclecar, 6th July 1914, reminds us of the 
capabilities of the smaller car...  
 

 

A LIGHT CAR IN THE ANTIPODES 

An Adventurous Journey  
from Adelaide to Broken Hill – 

A Perry Stands Up Well to Severe Colonial 
Conditions 

MR. TREVOR HAWKER, of Tarlano Station, 
accompanied by Mr. H. A. Behrens, recently 
decided to make a trip to Broken Hill in a Perry 
light car. A start was made from Adelaide for the 
Burra via Black Springs, and having had tea at the 
Burra, the travellers pressed on to Ulooloo Station, 
where they passed a pleasant evening.  

Arising early and taking a good supply of 
provisions and water, a start was made for Lilydale 
via Malletts Well and Kitchola. The country in this 
part is covered with mallee scrub, and great care is 
necessary to keep to the right road as it is 
impossible to see very far. The car behaved 
splendidly over the rough and mountainous roads. 
Several sandy creeks were passed through, which, 
in the rainy seasons become roaring torrents, and 
are impassable for days. 

Coming near the station of Braemer, 2000 sheep 
were seen watering at the dam, and near Far Away 
Hill a great number of kangaroos, which were 
some 200 yards further on, eyed the car very 
critically. Probably it was the first light car these 
Australian natives had ever seen. 

The country here for many miles had been flooded 
by recent rains, and water was still lying in many 
places. The number of gates gives one plenty of 
exercise, as between the Burra and Broken Hill no 
fewer than 106 gates were opened and closed. 
After passing Far Away Hill the track bears away 
to the north towards Lilydale, an outstation of 
Mutooroo. At Lilydale a halt was made for dinner, 
and after replenishing the radiator, petrol and oil 

tanks, a start was made for Mutooroo, 70 miles 
distant, via Anabama. 

A Flock of Emus 

A short time after passing Lilydale 60 or 70 emus 
were seen gambolling about not more than 100 
yards from the track, but hearing the noise of the 
car, which was very considerable, as a large cut-out 
was fitted, they soon ran off and were quickly lost 
on the horizon. Probably, however, when the light 
car is extensively used in the neighbourhood it will 
cause no more excitement than a horse. 

On this part of the road there are a large number of 
washaways, small creeks made by the rain, cut 
clean across the track as though they had been dug 
out by a spade. This causes great trouble, as no 
sooner is a little speed put on than the brakes must 
be suddenly applied or there is great danger of 
breaking the springs. 

A Smart Repair 

This, unfortunately, occurred later on, but luckily 
there was a Nojah Ford shock absorber in a bag of 
samples. This was dismantled, and the spiral spring 
inside was taken out and fitted between the chassis 
of the car and the front spring, and securely wired 
with some steel fencing wire. This worked very 
well and lasted over the remaining 150 miles to 
Broken Hill. Arriving at Mutooroo, the travellers 
stayed the night, as the road was reported to be 
very bad between here and Cockburn. After a good 
rest, of which they felt the need, having been in the 
car all the previous day with the thermometer at 
well over 100 degrees, the last stage of the journey 
was begun and the two motorists were glad they 
had not attempted the track in the dark, as there 
were many turns which one would be apt to take 
which would lead many miles off the course, also 
large boulders and very bad patches of sand. 
Passing through the now disused Mutooroo mines, 
Cockburn was reached, and the 30 miles between 
there and Broken Hill were covered. The journey 
from Adelaide had occupied a total of 18 1/2 hours 
actual travelling. Much interest was manifested at 
Broken Hill in what is believed to be the first light 
car to make this long and severe trip. A car to 
undertake this journey requires to be in the pink of 
condition, and fully equipped with all tools and 
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spares. It is thought that light cars in a very short 
time will be extensively used in the back country, 
as they are well sprung for the rough work, and 
being light in weight are good in the sand and 
much cheaper in running expenses than cars of a 
heavier type. They are also far less tiring to drive, 
and can be manoeuvred more easily. 

 
Mr. R. Trevor Hawker at wheel of his Perry light car. 

Note the appalling road surface. 

  And a survivor... 

� �

Snapped at the National Veteran Rally in Naracoorte in May last year, this pretty little Perry from 
Victoria is a worthy survivor of the marque. This car is the two-cylinder model, although I’m told 
there was also a four. Is there any feature that identifies the model of the Broken Hill machine? 

  For Sale and Wanted 
Advertisements will run for two months – please 
notify the editor of changes 

Expression of interest: TYRES I have asked an 
Adelaide importer of tyres for collector vehicles 
whether he has looked at veteran and vintage car 
sizes. He had not, but is interested. He has 
suggested that we form a list of sizes and numbers 
required and he will explore the possibilities of 
including them in his next container. The 
wholesaler carries just about every make and size 
available in both beaded and wired on types, with 
prices landed here are about the retail prices 
overseas, a significant saving if you are looking for 
a set. I will volunteer to make the list so let me 
know if you are interested in at least finding the 

cost for your size. Contact Terry Parker (08) 8331 
3445 
Wanted: Veteran AKD motorcycle parts, c1913. 
All considered.  Contact David Laubsch (08) 8532 
4828 
For sale: Veteran JAP half time pinions to fit on 
9/16” 26 tpi shaft. Suits singles and twins. Contact 
David Radloff (08) 8264 0090  
Give away: Grey slate-look vinyl flooring, approx. 
3m x 4.5m, plus smaller pieces. Good for lying on 
under cars! Contact Howard Filtness (08) 8272 
0594  
Wanted: Bosch DU4/DR4 magneto cap. Prefer 
with knobs, but radial cables OK. Contact Terry 
Parker (08) 8331 3445  

�


