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  Waking the Dead at West Terrace 
 

 

 
Our June outing took us to the West Terrace Cemetery, with a short tour (against threatening skies) 
of graves of motoring pioneers like Lewis, Duncan, Fraser and Dr. Gunson. Nice to see Greg 
Mahon out in his very original, freshly-restored veteran T – perhaps an article for a future edition? 
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  Meetings 
 
The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  

Our next meeting on Wednesday July 7 is our 
Annual General Meeting, at which all committee 
positions will be declared vacant. With 
nominations in for all positions, there’s no need to 
stay away! After the business has been done, Terry 
Parker will talk to us about Straker Squire cars – 

one of the aristocrats of the veteran and vintage 
periods. Our meeting on August 4 will be devoted 
to FN, the famous Belgian maker of both cars and 
motorcycles. 

I think all who attended the June meeting will 
agree that the presentations delivered by Julian Mc 
Neil and David Bishop on different aspects of De 
Dion Bouton history were splendid. David has 
supplied me with the transcript of his talk, which 
will appear in a later edition of the Bulletin. 

  From the Committee  
 
From the Chairman 
As mentioned in last month’s report, Peter Allen is 
now able to issue the necessary paperwork for 
conditional registration for Club member’s cars. 
Thank you Peter for volunteering for this task and 
taking some of the pressure from Julian and 
myself, and also making it easier for our members. 
Talking of vehicles in general, the list of Club 
Members’ vehicles is ever-increasing. Recently a 
Hupmobile, a Clement-Bayard and a Vauxhall 
have been processed for registration, and the 
Chairman has to admit to having unpacked a crate 
in his garage during the last 4 weeks. More of that 
next month, maybe, but it’s so encouraging to see 
this growth. 
No doubt you will all be aware that our next 
meeting on 7th July is our AGM and this marks the 
end of our Club year. The Committee will step 
aside and be re-formed on the night. One member 
has elected not to nominate for next year, and will 
indeed be greatly missed. Leon has worn many 
hats over the past two years – Committee member, 
Bulletin editor, Rally organiser and Monthly 
meeting presenter to mention only four. As with 
everything Leon takes on, it’s all or nothing, and it 
is no exaggeration to say he has excelled in all of 
these roles. We will miss him at Committee 
meetings, but I’m pleased to say he will continue 
with his other duties. Thank you Leon for your 
untiring efforts, and contributing so much to make 
our Club what it is today. 
Dianne and I are escaping the chills of winter in 
Adelaide and heading for the sun (?) in the UK for 
the next few weeks. Neil Francis will be your 
Chairman for the interim. Thanks Neil.   Howard 

From the Secretary 
Thank you to all those members who have renewed 
their membership already. I have been kept busy 
with updating the list etc. I hope to receive a few 
more at the AGM on the 7th. From then Terry 
Parker has kindly agreed to take over the 
Secretary’s duties while Howard and I go to the 
UK – a big thank you, Terry. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to gratefully thank Leon for 
the help he has given me since I took over the 
Secretary’s role last July. I am the first to admit 
that I am challenged by the intricacies of modern 
technology, but Leon has tried valiantly to pull me 
into the 21st century. I have resigned as Secretary 
several times, but no-one takes any notice! I hope 
this year may be a little easier, but Leon may still 
be pestered by me from time to time! 
I would also like to thank Gaynor Francis for 
taking over my role as one of the supper ladies. 
We have had an application for membership from 
Kenneth McAllan, who was a visitor at our last 
meeting, and welcome him to the Club. 
See you when we return (look for the suntan! – 
not).     Dianne 
From the Editor 
Again we find ourselves in the enviable position of 
an over-full ‘in’ box, so in addition to thanks to 
Peter Allen, Neil Francis, Howard Filtness, Alan 
Meredith and Larry Clarke for contributions to this 
month’s magazine, thanks are due to David 
Bishop, David Radloff, Julian McNeil and Tony 
Beaven for material that will appear in future 
editions. Keep those contributions coming, as I can 
use all the help I can get to produce an interesting 
magazine.    Leon 
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  Perry Perambulations, here and there 
 
The article on the Perry travelling to 
Broken Hill printed in the March Bulletin 
is worthy of more comment and delving, 
writes Peter Allen... 
It would appear that not too many Perry cars came 
to this state in the veteran years, however, quite a 
few of their vintage descendants followed. A good 
source of information on Perrys is an article in 
Veteran to Vintage written by Michael Sedgewick 
in March 1967. 
It must be remembered that 1914 was possibly the 
high point of the debate between light cars and 
cycle cars. The then British definition of a light car 
appears to be that it had top capacity of 1500cc and 
generally followed larger cars in practice. Good 
local examples are the Lagonda and Singer seen in 
local rallies, in that both have 4-cylinder water-
cooled motors, shaft drive and steel sankey wheels. 
Another example would be the early Morris Oxford 
but one wonders whether any found their way to 
Adelaide in veteran years.  
By comparison, many cycle cars were members of 
the ‘stick and string’ brigade using motorcycle 
engines, belt or chain drive (or any combination of 
the two) and often materials such as plywood more 
suitable for amateur or home built construction. 
There were compromises in that the Humberette 
used a good deal of motorcycle practice under the 
bonnet but nowhere else and the twin cylinder 
Swifts and Enfield Autolettes used a car-type 
chassis but sat higher on wire wheels and looked 
‘cycle car-ish’. 
Many cycle car builders had a motorcycle past, 
such as Singer, Humber, Swift and Enfield who 
were all still offering motorcycles in 1914, and it 
must be remembered that William Morris had 
started by manufacturing motorcycles in 1902. 
The origins of Perry also come from the cycle 
industry in that they made frames, fittings and 
chains. They exhibited motor tricycles at the 
National Show in 1899 and advertised ‘do it 
yourself’ fore carriage power using their own 3.5 
h.p. engines. It is therefore not surprising that in 
1910 the Perry Light Car was designed by Cecil 
Bayliss and released in 1912. It should be noted 
that Bayliss’ original plans included using rubber 
engine mountings – shades of the future. 

 
As has been said, the Perry used a vertical twin 
water-cooled engine, non-detachable head and 
aluminium crank case, but unusually the cranks 
were at 360°, making the pistons rise and fall 
together. The bore and stroke were 72 × 108mm 
with drip feed lubrication from a tank on the engine 
bulkhead. Apparently the chassis was quite light 
with its weight given as being 5 cwt which must 
have helped performance. 

 
Perry & Co were quite a large concern and clearly 
made as much in their own factory as possible as 
they were suppliers to the trade. Early models even 
included a Perry-made carburettor, however, this 
was changed to a Zenith a couple of years later. 
Before the First War Bosch magnetos were used, 
usually with fixed timing, but during the war the 
British-made Thomson-Bennett was adopted.  
The three speed gearbox was mounted in unit with 
the engine, operated by a straight-through quadrant 
change operating the selector fork from below the 
gear shafts. This had the benefit of accessibility 
since the whole gearbox top could be removed by 
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undoing 8 thumbscrews, to obtain a bird’s eye view 
of what was taking place within. A metal cone 
clutch ran in oil and the final drive, originally by 
overhead worm, was by straight cut bevel gears 
from 1913. Unusually the drive line ran downhill 
from the gearbox to the differential. Steering by 
worm and wheel was only 1½ turns lock to lock 
and ‘long and supple’ semi-elliptic springs at front 
and rear were provided with greasers in normal 
veteran practice. At the rear the springs were aided 
by dual-coil helper springs which were underslung 
on each side at the rear of the spring. This 
arrangement apparently contributed to a bouncy 
ride. 
The journalist who wrote the Light Car and Cycle 
Car article must have been indebted to Perry 
because although the Broken Hill trip was written 
up in July 1914, in June 1914 they had road tested a 
twin cylinder Perry. ‘Advertorial’ articles are not 
new. The tester reported “the gears, were 
remarkably quiet even the first, while changes up 
and down were accomplished noiselessly and the 
ease with which the changes were made was 
surprising”. Unfortunately the tester was not so 
appreciative of the helper springs which have been 
described as perhaps the Perry’s worst feature as 
they “gave to every little unevenness in the road” 
making the car “as comfortable as one could 
desire”. One wonders how the UK tester would 
have felt had he experienced the ride on the trip to 
Broken Hill. 
In 1914 the basic Perry was good value for £147 
UK, where as a comparison one could have a 
Cabriolet weight 10 cwt for only £178 10/-. The 
Perry was more expensive than a Humberette but 
cheaper than a Calthorpe at £168 or the standard 
two-seater Morris Oxford at £180 or the Singer 
with its old-fashioned rear axle gearbox at £185. 
By October 1914 the same magazine had noted the 
recently announced 11.9 hp 4-cylinder Perry that 
was “a very great improvement on the old 2-
cylinder model” but with an increase of £70 in 
price, and pressure lubrication and a gate change, 
one would expect that to be the case.  
By way of comment, it appears that the Perry had 
been on the market just prior to the Morris Oxford 
and the 3-stud artillery wheels were of Perry design 
and manufacture, but W.R. Morris was apparently a 
friend of Cecil Bayliss and adopted them as a 
pattern for those fitted to the first Morris Oxfords. 

Clearly the test of time meant the Morris survived, 
but approximately 800 twin cylinder Perrys had 
been made when production ended in 1916. The 
1.7-litre four, along conventional lines, became the 
shape of things to come. By the time the car 
reappeared in 1919, Perrys had been taken over by 
A. Harper & Sons and Bean Ltd, and it did so as 
the 11.9 hp Bean, in which form it continued to sell 
into the early 20s. Obviously examples of Beans 
are better known than Perrys. 
Getting back to the Broken Hill trip, one presumes 
that Mr Trevor Hawker was part of the prominent 
pastoral dynasty, but H. A. Behrens was definitely 
an Adelaide motoring identity. 
Behrens was an early participant in the motoring 
community in Adelaide having initially built a 
motorcycle which featured at an early Adelaide 
exhibition, powered by a Hercules motor with an 
outside flywheel. He graduated to an NSU in 
approximately 1905 and by the teens had gone on 
to be one of the founders of Behrens & Marshall, 
later to become Maughan Thiem. 
This firm became a very prominent Ford dealer, 
therefore it is not surprising that when the Perry 
broke a spring on the trip to Broken Hill there just 
happened to be a part of a Ford accessory shock 
absorber in the Perry boot. One questions whether 
there was a friendship between Behrens and 
Hawker, or whether it was just another example of 
pastoralists, undertaking an arduous journey, taking 
along a capable mechanic. Another noted example 
of this is the Dutton Talbot odysseys where Dutton 
took along Murray Aunger, who had graduated 
from being a ‘crack’ bicycle racer to being a very 
capable mechanic in the first decade of the 20th 
century. The answer, whatever it is, presents a bit 
of a puzzle in that Behrens and Marshall had in 
1914 imported and sold quite a number of 8 h.p. 
Enfield Autolettes which must have been a direct 
competitor for the Perry in the local marketplace. 
Possibly due to the start of the First World War and 
Enfield’s weapons manufacturing connections no 
more Enfields were available by mid-1914; one can 
only speculate. 
In any event there can be no doubt that Behrens and 
Marshall’s motor business flourished more as a 
result of their taking on the Ford agency rather than 
any passing involvement with the Perry or the 
Enfield Autolette. 
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  Hood Bows
Restoring the hood bows and irons on the Napier 
was not difficult or expensive although it proved 
to be a very labour intensive task, writes Neil 
Francis... 

The hood irons on the 1914 Napier were of the 
‘One Man Hood’ style; this new concept was 
introduced about 1913. 

The irons were rusty and a bit bent but otherwise in 
good shape. I drilled out the old rivets, had the 
irons re-nickelled and turned up new rivets in 
stainless steel. The rivets when polished are a good 
match to the nickel however I found the peening 
over of the stainless steel rivets difficult as the 
material work hardens. After experimenting I 
found it best to have just 2mm of the rivet 
protruding from the iron frame and also with a 
shallow countersink hole in the middle to help the 
peening over. 

 
The Napier roof irons before dismantling – you need 

these pictures to have any hope of putting it back 
together again 

The original (?) wooden bows were solid one-piece 
construction, not laminated, and were in a state 
beyond repair. 

I elected to make the replacement bows myself and 
would do it again, however the process is for the 
enthusiast. If you were not interested in making the 
bows yourself, Australian Hood Irons in 
Queensland would be a good place start. 

I purchased a plank of Australian Oak, 50mm 
thick, 200mm wide and 1.8 metre long for 100 
dollars. With a circular saw, I cut the plank into 
3mm strips and finished up with 36 lengths of 
timber 50mm by 3mm. Five pieces glued together 
gave a 50mm by 15mm section for each roof bow, 
however in my case the front and rear bows were 
considerably longer than 1.8 metre, and for those 
two bows I used 10 lengths each. 

 
The timber ‘slats’ cut for roof bows 

To from the bows, I built a 3-sided frame to wrap 
the timber around to the desired shape. In my case 
the front bow had a 6-inch radius at the corners and 
the other four bows an 8-inch radius. 

I soaked the appropriate number of timber strips 
for one bow in water for at least 12 hours, using a 
PVC pipe in the vertical position plugged at the 
bottom and filled with water. 

 
The roof bows clamped to frame to dry, with all my 

neighbours’ G clamps 
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Now the fun begins, gluing and bending the bows 
around the frame, you need a lot of G cramps and a 
plastic sheet between the frame and the glued bows 
to prevent adhesion to the frame. I found the best 
glue for this application was Selley’s Aquadhere 
exterior grade and used two 500ml bottles for the 
job. 

After removing the dried bow from the frame, I 
attached a timber strap across the end to stop the 
bow from straightening out until completely dry. 

I left my bows to dry for about four weeks before 
tapering the ends, routering radii to each edge, 
staining and varnishing. Personally I think the 
laminated bows are stronger than a one piece bent 
bow and the timber joints are barely visible. 

Thankfully the trimmer Noel Adams had me raise 
the height of the rear bow about 2 inches before he 
fitted the hood giving a much better result. 

 
Silly bugger with the rear roof bow too low (Just to 

make it clear: Neil supplied the captions! Ed.) 

The hood project kept me amused for a couple of 
months and the cost of timber, glue, stain and 
varnish was less than $200 – that’s only $100 a 
month for entertainment. 

  Messrs. Hack and the ‘One Man Hood’ in Adelaide
A quick look at the early days of the ‘One Man 
Hood’ in the local motor industry 

One of the first mentions of the ‘one man hood’ in 
Adelaide newspapers appeared in the Advertiser in 
December 1913: 

Fred. T. Hack, Ltd. 
MOTOR CAR 

Body Designers and Builders 
We have just opened our NEW FACTORY, 
which covers a space of one acre by 60 ft. 
frontage to King William-street. The Managing 
Director has just returned from a trip through 
Europe and America, where he has obtained the 
latest machinery, stock, and methods for turning 
out the work absolutely right, having obtained 
also a most efficient staff of workmen. We have 
also been appointed Sole Agents for the Patent 
Charleville One-Man Hood and the Fastlock All-
Metal Windscreen. We specialise in REPAIRS 
TO ALL MAKES OF BODIES, CAPE CART 
HOODS and CANOPY TOPS, WINDSCREENS, 
PAINTING and VARNISHING, TRIMMING, 
MUDGUARDS, RADIATOR and LAMPS 
REPAIRED. ANY DESIGN OF BODY BUILT 
TO ORDER and GUARANTEED for TWO 
YEARS. 
262-264-266, KING WILLIAM STREET 
SOUTH. ‘PHONE 1814 
 

As Sole Agents for the Charleville One-Man Hood, 
Hack Ltd. were certainly diligent, as they 

advertised this device quite heavily as well as 
fitting it to many of their finest bodies: for example 
those displayed at the Autumn Show in March 
1914: 

MESSRS. FRED T. HACK, LIMITED. 
Messrs. Fred T. Hack, Limited, motor car body 
builders and designers, of King William-street 
south, exhibited on several of the stands. On the 
Phoenix Motor Company stand they had a 
handsome torpedo body enamelled in French 
grey, with domed mudguards, extension hood, and 
all metal wind-screen. On Messrs. Eyes and 
Crowle’s stand they exhibited a smart torpedo 
body on a 14 De Dion chassis, enamelled biscuit 
color, for Mr. J. Lewis, of Prospect. On a Minerva 
chassis they had a very handsome stream lined 
torpedo body complete, with Charleville one man 
hood, and all metal windscreen, enamelled cloud 
grey, with dark grey and white pickings. This car 
has a fine concave dash, which is very difficult to 
construct. This body was built to the order of Mr. 
E. A. Wilcox, of Adelaide. Another beautiful job 
was also on a Minerva chassis for Mr. Wills, of 
Norwood. It is enamelled white with green and 
gold lines. This body has loose covers, and 
completes a very fine design. A Fiat chassis was 
fitted with a smart body, and also had a 
Charleville patent one man hood, and all metal 
Hasttock windscreen. It was enamelled French 
gray. All the motor bodies exhibited by Messrs. 
Hack, Limited, were enamelled instead of being 
painted. This type of work is very popular in 
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Europe and America at the present time. All the 
exhibits were most beautifully finished, and 
compared most favorably with the best imported 
bodies. They were a fine sample of local industry. 
 

Based on what I can find in the papers, Hack were 
pretty much on their own at this time with the ‘one 
man hood’ in 1913-14; if other firms were offering 
this style they were not advertising it. By the time 
the Spring Show came around in September 1914, 
Hack were still fitting one-man hoods (presumably 
the Charleville), but had now added other hood 
extras like the “patent Plymouth hoodrests” and the 
“patent spring attachment to windscreen”: 

MESSRS. FRED T. HACK, LIMITED, motor 
body builders, King William-street, south, had 
seven body exhibits on different stands. On the 
Phoenix Motor Company’s stand a fine torpedo 
body, hood, and windscreen, was seen on a 12-16 
Delahaye, enamelled light French grey, with 
green leather. On H. L. Stevens’ stand were two 
fine exhibits. A five-seater torpedo body with 
concave scuttle dash, is fitted on a 15.9 Hispano-
Suiza chassis. The body is enamelled mole grey, 
with leather to match. Another great improvement 
are the patent Plymouth hoodrests, which fix the 
hood when down. A single seated Victoria body is 
the other exhibit, painted dark blue, with red 
leather, and was built to the order and design of 
Mr. Colin Duncan. On Messrs. Eyes & Crowle’s 
stand was shown a torpedo body on a Sunbeam 
chassis, painted coffee color, with leather to 
match, and fitted with domed mudguards. On an 
18 Minerva was seen a particularly fine example 

of body work. The body forms a stream line from 
the bonnet, is enamelled buff color, with leather to 
match, and is fitted with one-man hood, with 
patent spring attachment to windscreen. On 
Motors, Limited, stood the body De Lux on a 
Sizarre-Berwick chassis, which is termed the 
French Rolls-Royce. It is a beadless torpedo body, 
after a design by the Belgian body builders, 
Vanden Plas, and is fitted with a patent one-man 
hood. 
 

Hack were certainly builders of quality bodies, as 
evidenced by their association with some of the 
major motor firms in Adelaide. The body of Neil’s 
Napier was built by Vivian Lewis Limited in 1914, 
who were by this stage building their own bodies at 
Gawler Place South. But where did the Napier 
hood structure come from? While it may have 
come from Hack, there are many other 
possibilities; for example the hood illustrated 
below is the pattern developed by Nunn in the U.K, 
and there were no doubt others. Does anyone know 
where the Charleville hood design originated? Or 
indeed how to identify a survivor? 

Perhaps there is room for a hood research project – 
would anyone care to comment on the various 
hood designs used in S.A. in the veteran era?  

Let’s finish with an unusual question: were Fred. T 
Hack, coachbuilder, and Fred. T. Hack 
“outstanding South Australian cricketer” one in the 
same person?     LWM 

 
Figure 1 from British Patent 1030 of 1913 ‘Extending and Contracting Hood for Motor Car Bodies Operated by One 

Man’ by William Nunn, Motor Body Maker of West Croydon, U.K. Each of the letters A to M represents a pivot. 
Figure 2 was rather more complicated, and attempted to show the paths followed by each of the pivots as the hood 

moved from fully closed to fully open.
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  Upcoming Events 
Saturday 

17 July, 2010 
Annual Dinner. Everything is in place – just waiting for you to attend! 
With the event looming, please get your tickets ($50 p.p. for a sumptuous 
menu (see below), splendid company, and peerless after-dinner repartee) 
at the meeting this week, or contact Phil Keene ASAP.  
 

Sunday 
8 August, 2010 

Breakfast Run in the Semaphore area, organised by David Chantrell. 
Details next Bulletin. 
 

Sunday 
26 September,2010 

Bay to Birdwood (vintage event). Free entry to veteran vehicles! See 
http://baytobirdwood.com.au for entry details. 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
9 & 10 October, 2010 

Burra to Morgan Heritage Drive and associated events, organised by 
the Northern Automotive Restoration Club. Accommodation at Paxton 
Cottages in Burra: book by contacting Juanita, (08) 8892 2622, 042 
9694169, or paxtoncottagesburra@bigpond.com. More information from 
member Roger Cross at rcjmc@bigpond.com 
  

Sunday 
31 October 2010 

‘Down Under’ London to Brighton This year the Run will finish at 
Wigley Reserve, Glenelg, where there will be parking for trailers.  
 

Saturday & Sunday 
2 & 3 April, 2011 

2nd VCCSA Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn – advance notice. Put the 
date in your diary and book your accommodation now!  
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  Mystery old...  
Thanks to Alan Meredith for pointing out that our 
mystery car for last month is a single cylinder 
Wolseley, for which we reproduce a 1904 
advertisement from The Motor. 

I was surprised when Alan suggested Wolseley, 
and closer examination of Mike’s photo reveals 
why. The car is our photo seems to be ‘wearing’ a 
‘tablecloth’ on the top of the bonnet! The 
string/cord ties on the front corners of the cloth 
appear to come down to the chassis near the dumb 
irons, giving the impression of a very angular 
shape to the bonnet. What is the purpose of this 
cloth? The mind boggles. 

The local dealers were Adelaide Motor Works and 
Garage, who advertised themselves in 1906 as 
“Sole Agents for the genuine licensed De Dion 
Bouton cars, Wolseley and Siddeley Cars”. In their 
advertisements they used a line drawing based on 
the one used in The Motor advertisement, including 
the curl of the bulb horn on the steering column. 
I’m not sure how many single-cylinder Wolseleys 
made it to S.A. in the early days – AMWG seems 
to have acquired the agency in early 1905, hence 
they may have supplied the most famous example 
of the marque to S.A.’s premier female motorist, 
Mrs. Ben Thomson, who used it successfully in the 
1905 Sydney to Melbourne Reliability Trial. When 
registrations began in September 1906, four 6 h.p. 
Wolseleys appeared in the first batch of 306 cars, 

registered to C.D. Kinnear (city, No. 135), Dr. 
A.P.E. O’Leary (Glenelg, 136), Dr. H. Carr (Port 
Pirie, 173), and C.B. Warnes (Burra, 199). Perhaps 
our car comes from among this group? 

 

 

  … and Mystery new 

This month’s mystery, supplied by Larry 
Clarke, has a ‘chain’ theme. Not just 
chains on the back wheels for traction in 
the mud (Mud? Has the car been in 
mud?), but also chains for the final drive 
to the back wheels. Obviously beginning 
life as a well-appointed tourer – viz the 
spacious Roi des Belges body – with 
half the guards removed it has obviously 
been subjected to quite a belting. Just 
what impact would be required to 
destroy the front spring and dumb iron? 
No doubt someone will recognise the 
Mercedes-style radiator and oval badge, 
but any idea of the story? The photo is 
believed to be in NSW.  
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  This and That

Experience is a wonderful thing 
I just thought I would pass on a couple of ‘handy 
hints’ which I have learned over the years. At my 
cost, I might add, when they could so easily have 
been avoided. 
When trailering a vehicle any distance (car or 
bike), which is equipped with a carburettor having 
a bob-weight operated brass float with a steel 
needle, I have found it advantageous to remove the 
float bowl lid and wrap the lid, weights, float and 
needle in a clean towel prior to leaving, and 
inserting another clean cloth in the float bowl to 
prevent dirt ingress. 
On one occasion, the jolting in the trailer caused a 
bob-weight to create a small crack in the top of the 
float, which eventually, of course, turned it into a 
‘sink’ when it filled with petrol. On another 
occasion, the jingling of the needle in the dry seat 
destroyed the necessary petrol-tight seal. Serious 
flooding was the predictable result on both 
occasions, and evening repairs were the required 
solution. 
Incidentally, a punctured float, shaken empty of 
any petrol, (sometimes needed to be done at 
intervals along the way) and inserted with the 
punctured end down, will usually get you home – 
the air in the float will generally stop petrol rapidly 
entering from underneath, assuming of course there 
is not a hole at each end! 
Also, if you happen to be carrying such items, 
either soap or chewing gum can provide a very 
temporary seal over a puncture, but solder it up as 
soon as you can.   Howard Filtness 

Mors money please 
The 1911 12/15 h.p. Mors Tourer offered at the 
recent Shannon’s Melbourne Winter Classic 
Auction, mentioned last month, failed to find a bid 
commensurate with its $40 – 55,000 pre-sale 
estimate. As predicted, the three-digit (Victorian) 
number plates on offer at the same auction had no 
such problem: but would you part with $100,000 
for the privilege of displaying 153 on your vehicle? 
Not I. The difference between the ‘value’ of 
veteran hardware (such as a restored, running 
motor car) and glamorising intangibles (a 
personalised plate for the Beemer) is food for 
thought. 
S.A. motor registrations on line 
George Brooks invested an enormous amount of 
effort over the years assembling S.A. registration 
records from a wide range of sources into a single 
list. Now, with George’s blessing, and with a good 
deal more hard work from those involved, the 
records have been converted into electronic format 
and made available on the internet. The records can 
be found at http://www.familytreeoz.com/ , where 
they can be searched online. 
Changes to child restraint laws 
You may have read that, from 1st July 2010, New 
Child Restraint Laws have been introduced in 
South Australia. The following is a direct quote 
from the new regulations: “Other exemptions 
include... A person travelling in a historic vehicle 
that is registered and driven in accordance with the 
conditions of registration.” 

  For Sale and Wanted 

For rent: Secure garaging suitable for veteran 
car/cars. 10 metres x 6 metres with an additional 
bay at the front of the garage  Contact Bill Fawcett 
(08) 83731004 (Bill is a neighbour of Julian) 
Wanted: Veteran AKD motorcycle parts, c1913. 
All considered.  Contact David Laubsch (08) 8532 
4828 
Wanted: VAPP carburettor to suit 1909 P&M 
motorcycle – see photo at right.  Contact David 
Radloff (08) 8264 0090 
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