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  Breakfast at Semaphore 

David and Michele Chantrell were the 
organisers of breakfast at the Sea Change café 
on 8 August. Most took David at his word 
when he said at the last meeting that as the 
weather was looking grim we could come in 
the shopping trolleys, and except for Leon who 
made it to the start on his Blue Bird JAP, we 
did. Well, Bill Austin brought his Harrods 
shopper, an Alvis. 

There was a tour around Adelaide visiting the 
sites of some early food manufacturers’ sites, 
and unfortunately I can remember many of 
them still in business. A quiz, in which we 
were asked to name a make of vehicle for each 
letter of the alphabet was completed en route 
(probably that’s why Leon didn’t continue on 
his motorcycle) and David went through some 
of the innovative responses at breakfast. 

Barry might have got away with ‘Xcelsior’ if 
he hadn’t already used it under ‘E’, and Neil’s 
‘Umber Super Snipe’ was also ruled out by the 
Judges. Only Phil would have come up with 
‘Mc Intyre’, though it is probably more vivid in 
Trish’s memory and ‘Ulysses’, he was told, is 
the club not a motorcycle. New makes which 
appeared on the day were Xanadu (watched 
Grease the night before), and ‘XtraAuto’ from 
Peter Allen, whose family is always asking for 
one. Having since consulted, only Xenia, XK1 
or Peter’s Xtra would have done. 

Some doubted my ‘Utopian’ thinking I was 
referring to Straker Squire, but at least 
Georgiano agrees that there was one.  

Great company, great breakfast, and thank you 
David and Michelle for the event. 

Terry Parker
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  Meetings 
 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  

At our next meeting on Wednesday September 1 
will Peter Foster will talk to us about lining for 
period vehicles. 

The following meeting on September 1 will be 
“Triumph Night”, with a presentation on the 
marque that arguably saved the motorcycle from 
the doldrums around 1905. On display will be Greg 
Mahon’s latest treasure, a 1912 model hot off the 
boat from Austria. 

  From the Committee  
 

As there was a quorum (just) Minutes from June 
and July meetings confirmed. 

Invitations to Toop & Toop sponsored Rock ‘n 
Roll rally to Victor Harbor 17, 18, 19 September, 
and from the Historic Motor Vehicles Club of 
Victor Harbor rally 3, 4, 5 September. (Suggestion 
that we all just move to Victor for September) 

Income for August $2599.50. Bank $4661cr. 

Tim to investigate purchase of larger screen. 

September meeting, Peter Foster to talk on period 
pinstriping, October Triumph night, David Radloff 
to coordinate, several on display including Greg 
Mahon’s 1912 motorcycle fresh from Austria. 
November meeting Dave Chantrell on Henry Ford, 
December Noggin and Natter, maybe old rally 
photos running on a loop. 

Future events – Brekky run on Sept 5, Bay to 
Birdwood September 26 (48 veterans entered) 

Possible January Australia Day Earlybird run 
through hills, finishing with breakfast. 

February combined Classic Owners Motorcycle 
run finishing with BBQ. 

Association of Veteran Car Clubs Australia 
conference weekend of 14/15 August where our 
Membership of the national body was discussed.  
We were advised that the SA representatives said 
that there had been no formal approach to them 
about our membership, when in fact we had written 

and received a written response. The Committee 
resolved that we not pursue membership of 
AVCCA any further at this time. 

Strathalbyn 2011 Another long discussion about 
the event, looking at alternative dinner venues, 
sponsorship, gaslight parade, media, commem-
orative programme, leaflets for London to Brighton 
with entry form on back etc. etc. 

Federation of Historic Motor Vehicles meeting 21 
August. Two more vehicles removed from Historic 
Registration for non compliance. Child restraint 
legislation differs between States Exemption for 
Historic registered vehicles in SA doesn’t apply 
anywhere else. Concerns about ethanol blend E10 
attacking flexible fuel lines, plated surfaces. 

 

Vale Frank Anderson 

1·3·1934 – 31·7·2010 

After a long illness and a short time in a rest 
home Frank lost the battle on July 31. Frank 
was in the veteran car business from its early 
days, and helped many with his engineering 
skills.  We will miss him, but not nearly so 
much as will his family, to whom we pass on 
our sincerest sympathy. 

 

 

  From the Editor
Just for a change, this month your Bulletin is 
coming to you from a lounge room in Ballarat – a 
testament to the flexibility of the new technologies, 
but also a reminder to the editor of how hard it is to 
work without the comfort and convenience of 
one’s own study! Apologies if you recognise the 

loose ends that have been left dangling by not 
having access to my usual reference materials. 
Thanks to David Laubsh, Tony and Sheena 
Beavan, Alan Meredith, Terry Parker, Julian 
McNeil and Tim Rettig for their contributions to 
this month’s edition. 
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  The Story of an A.K.D. (Abingdon King Dick) Motor Cycle 
 

David Laubsch tells us about a motor cycle with a 

special place in his family history 

I first came across the Abingdon King Dick motor 
cycle at a very early age, as my father (Norman) 
bought one second hand when he was a boy of 
about 15. Dad was brought up on the family farm 
in the northern Barossa Valley, and when he 
married bought a farm a few miles away from the 
family one. He and one of his brothers (Laurie), 
who bought a Douglas single cylinder, used to go 
gallivanting around the countryside on weekends 
and whenever they had some spare time up their 
sleeve. Their machines were never registered and 
they never had driver’s licences in those early 
years.  I believe that before they were called up for 
military service dad would often be tinkering on the 
AKD, for improvement, as he really was a born 
engineer and not farmer. He was one of the last 
personnel discharged from the army, which meant 
virtually all the engineering positions had been 
taken. So farming it was. 

 
The Laubsch AKD on the family farm before the war. Note the 

bicycle head lamp driven by the generator on the back tyre, 

and the gearbox skilfully added by David’s father. 

I do remember him saying that he got rid of the 
pedals very early in the piece, and eventually put an 
external gearbox kick-starter on it, and even put 
electric lights on the thing! Unfortunately I cannot 
recall much about the bike as it was dismantled 
when I was about 5 years old and later sold off as 
scrap metal. Luckily, for some reason, my father 
decided to keep the engine. 

I can just remember him riding it around the yard in 
front of the workshop, and up and down the track 
leading to the main bitumen road a short time 

before it was no longer a useful form of transport to 
the far paddocks. 

Dad used this bike to go work in the vineyards in 
the central Barossa Valley after he left school, and 
believed it served him well. Some time later, he 
met up with a nice young lady while in the 
vineyards, and used the AKD to court her; she 
became my mother. A Packard, modified from 6 
cylinder to a 3 cylinder air-cooled engine, and 
subjected to the dreaded ute treatment, was its 
replacement, as it could carry more, and would 
have no more boiling radiator problems. 

In 1970 dad sold the farm and had a clearing sale, 
but for some reason or other he decided to hang 
onto the AKD engine, which he brought to the city, 
where he spent the remainder of his years. I was 
not aware of that, at that time, as I was travelling 
and working overseas, which lasted six years. It 
was only when he realised that he could no longer 
do any more heavier work in the workshop (about 
18 months before he passed away) that we 
convinced him to have a major clean-out of his 
workshop and sheds. I became aware he still had 
the AKD engine. 

He supervised the cleanout from the comfort of his 
wheelchair/electric gopher, as he wanted to keep 
some stuff to tinker with while he still had some 
mobility. We shifted over 5 tonnes of scrap steel, 
1.5 tonnes of extruded aluminium, plus fair 
quantities of copper, brass, lead, and cast iron 
which made Simms Metal very happy. 

After the discovery I asked dad if I could relieve 
him of the AKD engine, and surprisingly he said 
yes. Normally he was never this generous! I wasn’t 
sure exactly what I was going to do with it, but to 
start off with I had planned to rebuild it and fire it 
up. Unfortunately, quite a few of the smaller bits 
are missing or damaged, leaving it a non-runner.  I 
do not know what happened to the magneto as it 
did not show up in the initial cleanup or the final 
culling (after dad’s passing). Likewise, some of the 
internal parts are also missing, which I only 
discovered after taking the engine apart. The carby 
bowl is distorted and its cap is a very poor fit. If I 
am unable to obtain a replacement I will have to re-
machine the internal of the bowl and make a new 
cap out of solid brass. I guess this engine had quite 
a bit of history attached that I thought it would be 
good to have. It has been estimated to have been 
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built around 1912/1913 era. Eventually when time 
permits I want to go through dad’s diaries which he 
kept since he was married to see if I can glean 
further information. 

 

David’s AKD 

motor today. At 

the centre of the 

magneto chain 

case is a bull 

dog’s head in 

relief, said by 

some to be “King 

Dick” himself 

 

A club member gave me a challenge to completely 
rebuild the motor bike, that it is possible to do so 
by only having the engine as the starting point. 
After much deliberation I have decided to bite the 
bullet. I have one of a few leads where I am 

measuring up some of the missing engine 
components and hope to manufacture them later in 
the year. 

It is hard to tell if dad’s bike was in an AKD frame 
from the black and white photo of it taken before 
the war. Also, I am finding it difficult to find much 
useful information on these bikes, as well as parts 
to use or even to use as patterns. So I am looking at 
constructing a “Favourite” frame, and am currently 
measuring one up. Apparently, a number of odd-
bod motorcycle manufacturers used the AKD 
engine to power their machines. This is where I am 
at with this exciting project, even though I am 
trying to fit in some time doing the mechanicals on 
my 1929 Fiat 521 sedan. 

My engine is classified as a 500cc (actual 477cc 
approx.) single cylinder; 3½ h.p.; Bore/Stroke 
84mm x 86mm; used a 7/8 inch Dermatine belt 
drive with variable pulley giving 4:1 to 5:1 ratio.  
The pulley has holes in the side wall, which I 
thought dad drilled in, but this is not the case as a 
1912 engine pulley has the same holes drilled, 
which would have been done by the manufacturer. 

 

  More about the “odd-bod King Dicks” in South Australia 

Not so much a history as an introduction to 

Abingdon King Dick in S.A. in the veteran years 

The British firm of Abingdon were early on the 
scene with their bicycle and tricycle parts, and of 
course their spanners, all sold under the “King 
Dick” brand. By the late 1890s, local firms were 
assembling bicycles built from Abingdon parts. 

 
Advertiser, 25 April 1912 

Although Abingdon dabbled early in motor 
tricycles, their solid 3 ½ h.p. King Dick motorcycle 
didn’t appear until much later, becoming available 
in Adelaide in early 1910 when the agents were 
Eyes and Crowle, Limited. By the time of the 
Spring Show in September 1911, the agency had 
shifted to Elliott Brothers “cycle and motor 
manufacturers, of Norwood, Payneham, and 
Broken Hill”. These “real” King Dicks were 
relatively common in Australia up to 1914, and 
were identifiable by their own-brand sprung fork, 
as shown in the Elliott advertisement (left). 

 
From the 1915 Abingdon Catalogue: 3 ½ h.p. “T.T.” 

From 1915, the entire Abingdon range adopted the 
side-spring Druid fork, with a long-steering-head 
frame to suit (above). While it’s possible, even 
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likely, that some of these 1915-on Abingdons came 
into Australia, they are certainly not common. And 
yet we have many period photos and several 
survivors of mid-teens Adingdon-engined motor-
cycles in South Australia. How is this?  
These are the bikes David refers to in his article as 
“odd-bods” – manufactured in Australia using real 
Abingdon motors fitted to frames built up from lug 
sets usually imported but just-possibly locally 
manufactured. 
The common link through the Abingdon story is 
the local firm of James Hill & Sons, importers and 
warehousemen, who were responsible for 
importing both the complete King Dick 
motorcycles of the 1910 – 1914 period, and the 
loose Abingdon engines and frame lugs from 
which suitable frames could be built to 
accommodate the motors. Strictly wholesale only, 
Hills supplied firms in Adelaide like Eyes & 
Crowle, Elliott Bros. and Geo. Craig as well as the 
Peterborough firm W.H. Smith. Of these, Eyes and 
Crowle and Elliott Bros. sold complete Abingdon 
motorcycles, but Elliott Bros., Craig and Smith, 
and possibly others, sold “odd-bods” with 
Abingdon motors in locally-built frames, likely 
using imported Sun lugs. According to The Mail in 
March 1915 James Hill & Sons built complete 
motorcycles, but whether all South Australian 
Abingdons were built by Hills is not known. 
The best-known of the “odd bod” Abingdons in 
South Australia is probably The Favourite, sold by 
W.H. Smith in Peterborough, of which a 
particularly original survivor now resides at the 
National Motor Museum at Birdwood. Rescued 
from Yongala by Don Francis, the machine passed 
through the hands of Gavin Sanford Morgan on its 
way to Birdwood. Haven’t seen it for a while? The 
bike is currently undergoing conservation at 
ArtLab in Adelaide 

The National Motor Museum’s Abingdon-engined Favourite. 

W.H. Smith were the Ford agents in Peterborough, 
and when a very young Peter Allen met the son of 
W.H. Smith at the family garage in Peterborough 
in the late 1960s he was told that the Favourite 
motor cycles were supplied to order from James 
Hill & Sons, and the Favourite transfers were 
applied by Smith.  

 
An Abingdon-engined bike built by James Hill &Sons  

(The Mail, 13 March 1915). This machine has a Saxon, 

rather than the usual Druid, fork. 

Detail from a larger photo showing a shearer leaving Olive 

Downs station on his Abingdon-engined “Craig Beat All”. 

So where does this leave David in his quest to 
recreate his father’s Abingdon? The machine is 
clearly one of the local “odd-bods”, but by the time 
of the only period photo (page 3) it bears the 
legend “AKD” on the tank – almost certainly not 
the original inscription. Let’s guess that the bike 
was new sometime around 1915-16 and was 
originally branded “Elliott”, “Craig Beat All”, or 
“The Favourite”. Or the name applied by the local 
bike shop! 

Leon Mitchell
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  Half Motorcycle, Half Aeroplane

Our travelling reporters Tony and Sheena Beavan locate “the right stuff” 

I confess we’re not quite keeping up with 
Tony and Sheena – last time I heard from 
them they’d crossed the Atlantic and were 
touring the UK. But these photos come 
from the US leg of their trip.  

Glenn Curtiss was one of the pioneers of 
the motor cycle industry in the USA, and 
his early machines were light, fast and 
powerful. He produced arguably the first 
American v-twin motorcycle engine, and it 
was this that brought potential aeronauts to 
his door looking for motive power for their 
flying machines. Although he continued 
producing potent motorcycles (I was once 
lucky enough to ride a 1910 Marvel which 
had astonishing performance for its age) 
aviation became a focus. The machine 
shown here, photographed by Tony in the 
Air & Space Museum in Washington D.C., 
is said to be the original Curtiss V8 
motorcycle on which he was timed at 137 
mph over a flying mile at a Florida Beach 
in January 1907. An almost exact replica 
can be seen at the Glenn Curtiss Museum. 
The power plant, of course, is a Curtiss 
aero engine. 

I’ve often worried about this 137 mph 
claim: could such a speed really be 
attained on a machine like this on a beach 
in 1907? The measured speed relied on 
timing a one-way run only, as catastrophic 
failure of the mechanicals – the 
transmission I recall – prevented the return 
run that may have lead to an “official” 
world’s record. Much has been written 
about the ride, and at least there is some 
comfort to be taken from references to 
tow-starting the machine (that final drive 
ratio looks very close to 1:1 !) and a riding 
position that didn’t involve the seat 
currently fitted to the bike. Apparently for 
the high speed work Curtiss adopted very 
streamlined position, with his forearms 
resting on the long bars. 

Whatever the details of the actual speed, 
the bike is a splendid relic of the early 
days of motorcycling and aviation.  

 

 

 



 
Bulletin September 2010  Page 7 

 
 

  Mysteries

No takers on the Wolseley/Wolseley-Siddeley 

question posed by David Bishop last month, so as 

punishment we have this rather “unusual” 

photograph sent in by David Chantrell. Let me say 

straight out that no-one could possible know what 

this car is! I suppose it’s redundant to say that the 

photo comes from foreign lands, but to add to the 

degree of difficulty the country of origin is 

unknown.One observation is that either the driver 

is an unusually small man, or this is a surprisingly 

large car. 

Over to you! 
 

 

  The Sheffield Simplex in South Australia

The bait is taken... 

In last month’s Bulletin we featured a photo of the 
cars in the F.G. Scarfe household, and began a 
discussion about Sheffield Simplex in South 
Australia. It was good to hear from treasurer Tim 
Rettig who, while keen to explain that he is far 
from an expert on the matter, has an interest as the 
owner of the mortal remains (a bare chassis!) of 

one of the South Australian Sheffield Simplex cars. 
Look for more Sheffield Simplex material in 
Bulletin as the story comes together. As a starter, 
we now have a list of more than a dozen cars and 
owners, including F.G. Scarfe, A.A. Scarfe, Henry 
Dutton, J.A.T. Mortlock, C.H. Angas – a veritable 
who’s who in South Australia. 

 

The 45-h.p. Sheffield 
Simplex once owned in 
South Australia by 
Wally Reeve, restored 
in the UK by Lord 
Riverdale and said to 
have been the Dutton 
car. The photo was 
taken by keen amateur 
photographer Terry 
Pinnegar at a recent 
veteran car rally at the 
Beamish Museum in 
the UK. Terry’s photos 
of the events at the 
Museum are excellent – 
follow the link below 
the photograph to see 
more. 

 http://www.flickr.com/photos/23689245@N08/4641588341/  
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  A Fine Sheffield Simplex

The Sheffield Simplex chassis oozed quality, even 

when a few years old 

Period guides suggest that the 45 h.p. six-cylinder 
114×114mm Sheffield Simplex chassis was last 
offered in 1913, when it was listed at £750 for the 
“gearboxless” (2 speed) model, and £800 for the 3 
speeder. How, then, do we find a 45 h.p. car being 
built in Adelaide in 1916? Perhaps a new chassis 
sent at bargain-basement price to the antipodes? Or 
– horror of horrors – was the chassis second hand? 

 

A FINE CAR 

It is always with the greatest pleasure that I 
chronicle instances of local work, where they are 
more than usually good. On Tuesday I inspected a 
car which I venture to assert is one of the finest in 
the State. Mr. Henry Thomas, of Cambridge 
terrace, Malvern, gave Vivian Lewis, Limited, an 
order to place a limousine body on a British 
chassis. On a Sheffield-Simplex motor and 
underframe, the firm has built, entirely in their 
own works, the body part, and, altogether the 
result could not be excelled anywhere. The 48-h.p. 
engine has six cylinders. As I have already 
indicated, it is British made, so no more need be 
said about it. From wheelbase to wheelbase the car 
is 10 ft., and perhaps half that space is occupied by 
the luxurious, gracefully designed, limousine 
body. The interior is upholstered in grey corduroy, 
and there are two neat folding seats, so that five 

passengers can be accommodated. The windows 
are very comprehensive, and give a full view at the 
sides and front. They can be individually opened 
to any degree. Instead of a speaking tube to the 
driver, this particular car is fitted with an electric 
signal, which by bell and warning light imparts 
desires as to direction, such as “left,” “right,” 
“faster,” “slower,” “home,” “stop,” and so on. The 
Brolt electric lighting system is installed, and 
among other things it operates a special electric 
syren [sic], while the exterior and interior lights 
can be used separately or collectively, entirely at 
will. The car is enamelled in dark-olive green, 
shaded here and there with black, and marked out 
in thin white lines. Vivian Lewis, Limited, are 
proud of the car. They have justifiable cause. 

The Evening Journal, Friday June 30, 1916 

 

This car was registered 7213 in June 1916 to H. 
Thomas, Malvern, when it was listed as a “48.6 
Sheffield Simplex”. Elsewhere, these cars are listed 
as 45 h.p. (the maker’s rating), 48.3 h.p. or 48.6 
h.p.. Calculating the RAC horsepower based on a 
bore of 114mm yields 48.3 h.p. RAC. However 
using a bore of 4 ½ inches (more likely for a 
British car = 114.3 mm) the rating is 48.6 h.p. It’s 
clear that 45, 48, 48.3 and 48.6 h.p. all refer to the 
same motor. The 30 h.p. (29.5 h.p. RAC) Sheffield 
Simplex six cylinder, available through 1915, had 
bore and stroke of 89×127mm. 

 

  A Surprising Sheffield Simplex

We usually search in crumbling sheds, but scuba 

gear might be more appropriate for seekers of this 

Sheffield Simplex 

 

NEW MOTOR YACHTS 

There are already in South Australian waters a 
large fleet of petrol-driven launches and yachts, 
and it will be added to before the next yachting 
season opens. Two new vessels of the auxiliary 
type are now in the hands of Mr. B. Weir, of 
Birkenhead. One for Mr. A. A. Scarfe is nearly 
completed, and will be launched within a few 
days. She is a beautiful craft, 45 ft. long, with 10 
ft. beam, a draught of slightly over 3 ft, and is built 
of jarrah on the bottom, with yellow pine topsides. 
A deckhouse, extending from the stern almost aft 
provides the necessary headroom (6 ft. 6 in.) for 

the interior cabins. These are constructed of teak 
and oak, and consist of dining-room, state-room, 
pantry, lavatory, and lockers. The vessel is 
elaborately fitted. The engine is a Simplex 
Sheffield, of six cylinders, and is 45-60 b.h.p., 
capable of developing a speed of 10 or 11 miles 
per hour. The auxiliary power is sail, the vessel 
being ketch-rigged, with two leg-of-mutton sails 
and a jib. On the keel is 1¼ tons of lead...  

The Advertiser Friday 4 July 1913 

Although A.A. Scarfe did own a 45 h.p. Sheffield 
Simplex motor car, there’s no indication that he 
robbed his car of its motor to power his new motor 
yacht, although it is possible. As a director of 
Murray Aunger, Limited, he would have had the 
appropriate contacts to secure a “loose” motor for 
his new toy.  



 
Bulletin September 2010  Page 9 

 
 

  Upcoming Events 

Sunday 

5 September, 2010 

Breakfast Run to Bongiorno’s on Unley Road, organised by Phil Keane. 
Gather at Veale Gardens, cnr King William St and South Tce at 9 for a 
9.30 start. 
 

Sunday 

26 September,2010 

Bay to Birdwood (vintage event). Free entry to veteran vehicles! It’s 
probably a bit late to enter, but if you have done so, enjoy; if not, enjoy 
the spectacle. Seehttp://baytobirdwood.com.au for details. 
 

Saturday & Sunday 

9 & 10 October, 2010 

Burra to Morgan Heritage Drive and associated events, organised by 
the Northern Automotive Restoration Club. Accommodation at Paxton 
Cottages in Burra: book by contacting Juanita, (08) 8892 2622, 042 
9694169, or paxtoncottagesburra@bigpond.com. More information from 
member Roger Cross at rcjmc@bigpond.com, or talk to Phil Keane for 
details of the VCCSA involvement 
  

Sunday 

31 October 2010 

‘Down Under’ London to Brighton This year the Run will finish at 
Wigley Reserve, Glenelg, where there will be parking for trailers.  
 

Saturday & Sunday 

2 & 3 April, 2011 

2
nd

 VCCSA Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn – advance notice. Put the 
date in your diary and book your accommodation now!  

  Arthur Brigg and his De Dion Bouton motor car  
Thanks to Julian McNeil for this marvellous photo of Arthur William Brigg (1879 – 1978) in his “French 
De Dion Bouton motor car”. Mr Biggs was a pioneer motorist in Walgett NSW; the photo is dated 1910. 
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  As We Like to Find Them
Alan Meredith, in NZ again for the final leg of his  

8-10 Talbot restoration, sends details of a gem... 

The Calthorpe in the attached photos (reproduced 
with permission of the owner) has just spent the last 
60 years or so in storage in New Zealand. It was in 
family ownership and has now been bought by a 
club member. One of the locals here has recently 
acquired (ex Sydney) an original Bébé Peugeot body 
with sound paintwork for his otherwise complete 
car. These things are still hidden out there! 

 

 

 

 

  For Sale and Wanted 

Wanted: Veteran AKD motorcycle parts, c1913. 
All considered.  Contact David Laubsch (08) 8532 
4828 (See David’s article in this month’s Bulletin.) 

 

Wanted: VAPP carburettor to suit 1909 P&M 
motorcycle – see photo at right.  Contact David 
Radloff (08) 8264 0090 

 

Wanted: Two 6.00 x 23 tyres and tubes in 
reasonable condition.  Contact Bill Davidson (08) 
85366037 

 

 
This man has a VAPP carburettor, just like the one 

David Radloff would like. Seen one? 

 


