
 
Bulletin December 2010  Page 1 

 
 

 
Website: www.vccsa.org.au 

Bulletin of  
the Veteran Car Club  
of South Australia, 

Inc. 

Vol. 5, No. 5 
December 2010 

 

Chairman:  Howard Filtness 8272 0594  Treasurer:  Tim Rettig 8338 2590 
Secretary:  Dianne Barber 8272 0594  Rallymaster:  Phil Keane 8277 2468 

Committee:  Peter Allen 8353 3438  Neil Francis  8373 4992  Terry Parker 8331 3445 
David Chantrell 8345 0665  Public Officer Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441  

Address for Correspondence: 

3 Malcolm St, Millswood, South Australia 5034  secretary@vccsa.org.au  
Bulletin Editor:  Leon Mitchell 8278 5120  editor@vccsa.org.au  

 

  Surprise Sunshine Down at the Bay 

  
Despite a grim weather forecast, the Vintage Sports 
Car Club’s London to Brighton Down Under on 
October 31 was run in cool, sunny and, 
importantly, dry conditions. Quite a number of 
VCCSA members lined up on the day, and it was 
particularly good to see at least two club cars 
participating in their first London to Brighton run 
(above right). Both 1913 T Fords, the hood-up car 
is owned by new member Ian Voysey, while Greg 

Mahon enjoyed the plentiful Brighton fresh air 
with the hood down. For the first time the run 
finished on the grass at Glenelg, and a very good 
crowd was at hand to enjoy the cars. Neil Francis 
carried off yet more silverware for his beautiful 
1914 20 h.p. Napier.  
The event was just one of several during the month 
– more on this event and the Norton Summit Hill 
Climb inside. 

 

  Meetings 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  

Our next meeting on Wednesday December 1 will 
be a social affair, with no formal presentation but 

plenty of time to catch up with friends for a pre-
Christmas chat. Please bring a plate if you can. (It 
will be better enjoyed by others if it has something 
on it!) 

As usual, there will be no January meeting, but 
we will reconvene on Wednesday February 2.
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  From the Committee  
 

From the Chairman and Secretary 

Dianne calculated recently that with our trip to 
England, then a week in Mount Gambier, a 
weekend in Burra and a month at Phillip 
Island/Tasmania, in the last four months we are 
averaging about 5 days per month at home. All this 
absentee-ism means that other Club members have 
kept the ship on an even keel while we have been 
holidaying, and we would like to thank all who 
have helped out. Apart from a week away prior to 
Christmas and the National Rally in Mittagong, we 
shall be in Adelaide until the middle of next year. 
Or, at least, that’s the plan. 

The best “welcome back” news we had was to be 
greeted with the latest edition of the Club 
membership list – yes, we have broken the 100 
mark. This is the most telling way of all to say that 
our Club has arrived and is here to stay a while. It 

is surely the finest gift the small band of “founding 
fathers” can be awarded, and we are still growing. 
The reason, of course, is the enthusiasm shown by 
every member, which acts as a strong magnet to 
others who wish to share their own enthusiasm 
with us. The most recent new members include: 
Kenneth McAllan, Martyn Carter, Mark Anderson, 
Joan Anderson, Dean Smallacombe, Frank Cerutti, 
Ian Voysey, James McInnes and Robert 
Thompson. Apologies if I have failed to mention 
anyone – it has been a disrupted year! I will also be 
checking on name badges for all of these new 
members – once again, apologies. 

Thank you each and every one for your enthusiasm 
and support.   

With our very best wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year. 

Howard and Dianne

.

  This and That 
From the Editor 

Well at last the editor’s “in box” of articles is 
empty – if you’re looking for a Christmas edition 
of the Bulletin get those pens to paper! Meanwhile 
thanks to Howard Filtness, Andrew McDougall, 
John Hancock, Mike Sheehan, Peter Allen, 
Matthew Lombard, Tony Beavan, David Chantrell 
and Rob Elliott whose contributions, comments 
and photos have gone into this edition.  

The Pink Lady 

As the Aussie dollar rides high and the U.S. 
economy languishes the option of buying an 
antique American car has increasing attraction. 
One VCCSA member at least has taken the plunge, 
and The Pink Lady, boasting four cylinders and 
more gears that anyone knows what to do with, is 
on the water on its way to S.A. Perhaps a 
Christmas arrival would allow a Strathalbyn debut?  

New Toy 

Victorian member Andrew McDougall writes 
regarding his recently-acquired Sizaire Naudin: 
“From the attached photo you can see that I have a 
new toy to play with. The car is ex-New Zealand 
and has been around a long time as there was a 
photo of it in 1935 at a circuit race N.Z. It was 
subsequently rescued by car wreckers in the 1950s 

and became a regular participant in NZ historic car 
events until the owner died a couple of years ago. I 
purchased the car from the five daughters. As you 
can imagine it is a bit tired after all these years on 
the road and will need some restoration before I 
rally it. It should perform well once the 
refurbishment is complete.” Good luck Andrew! 
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  A Holiday in the U.K. without Veteran Cars? I think not. 
 

Chairman Howard Filtness seeks, and finds, the 

good stuff 

It would have been remiss to have visited the U.K. 
and not called on our most distant Club member, so 
Dianne and I went to meet up with Lloyd and 
Alison Bailey in one of London’s eastern suburbs. 
We were made most welcome, and were delighted 
to see Lloyd’s two London to Brighton vehicles, 
his wonderful Pope Tribune of 1904 and the 
Triumph motorcycle he rides in the March event 
for pre-1915 two-wheelers. He is a busy man, and 
the couple of hours spent with him were most 
enjoyable. Incidentally, Alison makes a lovely 
cuppa, and extends an invitation to all Club 
members. 

Lloyd Bailey’s 1904 Pope Tribune 

The last Sunday of our U.K. holiday was spent in 
the most incredible place, and only a few miles 
from the village where I grew up. Mike is a 
lifelong friend, and in his retirement is 
volunteering his time to assist in the building and 
maintenance of a small-gauge steam railway, as 
well as operating his own engine. The project is 
taking place in the 48 acres of Barnard’s Farm 
Gardens belonging to Bernard Holmes, a 
remarkable gentleman with many interests 
including cars and motorcycles of all ages. 

Mike advised Bernard that Dianne and I would be 
among the visitors to his twice-yearly Open Day, 
and while Mike was busy most of the time with the 
inaugural train rides, we wandered through the 
sheds of vehicles. 

Where to start? The pioneer French manufacturers 
are well represented, with an 1899 Decauville vis-

à-vis and two 1900 De Dion examples, as well as 
an 1899 De Dion tricycle, a 1900 Automoto 
tricycle and a 1902 Darracq. Later cars include a 
1903 Ford Model A, a curved dash Oldsmobile, De 
Dions of 1, 2 and 4 cylinders, a Renault twin, and a 
rare 1-cylinder Jewel 2-stroke; all built prior to 
1910. 

The 1907 single-cylinder, two-stroke Jewell 

Later veterans are the 1911 Brush, the car in which 
Birtles crossed Australia and which will re-trace 
the route in 2012, a 4 and an 8 cylinder De Dion, a 
1913 Silver Ghost Tourer, and a 1914 Ford T. 
These are only the veteran cars (pre-1915 in the 
U.K.) – there are bikes too including models from 
AJS, FN, Indian, Rudge, and James. As the owner 
of a 1913 model, the 1914 Matchless combination 
was of special interest. 

There are also later vehicles, including two more 
Rolls Royces, a Riley, an Austin and several 
motorcycles, some of which are very tasty racing 
machines. 

Bernard came up to us and introduced himself (he 
must have recognised my broad Aussie accent) and 
we had a good long chat. Most generously, he 
asked if I would like to take the 1913 “Ghost” for a 
drive, and when I declined suggested perhaps I’d 
accept a run on one of the veteran bikes! He then 
ably demonstrated how “simple” it is to ride a 
c1885 butcher’s delivery tricycle with stirrup-type 
handlebars, one of which rotated to steer the tiny 
back wheel – it looked extremely tricky to me! 
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The butcher’s tricycle – as tricky as it looks 

After Mike had completed his “Casey Jones” 
duties, he took us on a tour of the gardens in the 
summer sunshine – yes, it occasionally occurs in 
the UK. The grounds are beautiful, and act as a 
perfect gallery for the many magnificent sculptures 
displayed in breathtaking settings. There are 
seemingly endless lawns, many thousands of 
planted trees and bulbs, a bomb-crater lake, ponds 
and a creek, as well as a small amphitheatre and a 
man-made hill. Truly a wonderful place. 

As mentioned earlier, there are two open days each 
year. Bernard also encourages the local junior 
schools to “bring a class” on Thursday afternoons, 

and each visit ends with the visitors entertaining 
the host with a performance in the amphitheatre. 

1904 2-cylinder De Dion Bouton 

Dianne and I had a marvellous day, and Bernard 
has generously offered that any member of our 
Club will be made most welcome at any time. 
Should he be absent, he would arrange for 
somebody to show guests over the grounds and of 
course the garages. I cannot recommend this highly 
enough, so if you find yourself heading anywhere 
near south-east England, please let me know and 
I’ll do my best to organise a visit. We also have a 
spare copy of his book Barnard’s Farm Gardens – 

The Motorcar Garage and Bike Shop if anyone 
cares to have a look. 

 

  More Pope Tribune 
 

The struggle for impeccable provenance...  

The Pope Tribune article in the November Bulletin 
brought drew some interesting response. Mike 
Sheehan dipped into his photo albums and came up 
with this photo of the car, with Norm Paech and 
Jack Clark aboard, taken at the Torrens Parade 
ground in Adelaide, probably at an Advertiser 
Veteran Car Rally in the 1950s. Jack was the 
proprietor of Clark Motor Co. at Woodside where 
Mike worked between 1960 and 1970. Mike recalls 
that Norm and Jack, and their wives, travelled to 
Queensland with the Pope for a rally. 

Peter Allen suggests that S. A. Cheney might be “a 
bit off the money” with his provenance for the 
Paech car. Says Peter: “A number of these cars 
were imported (5 or 6), and I always thought the 
Hogarth car was wrecked on Yorke Peninsula. I am 
of the view that mine was one of the cars auctioned 

off in Adelaide at the end of 1905. The Sporting 
Car Club History reports how the car was found in 
the Adelaide suburbs in the early 1930s. We have 
its history (owner McArthur of Waverly Motor 
Wreckers fame) from then until the Paech years 
(about 1949 on).”  
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  Sturt Bicycle Club – Premiers 1903-04 

 
For the first ten years, South Australian motor 

cyclists wondered where they belonged... 

At the September 1903 meeting which resulted in 
the founding of South Australia’s first motoring 
club (later to become the RAA), Mr. B. Thomson 
moved “...that the club be called ‘The Automobile 
& Motor Cycling Club of S.A.’ ”. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Tom O’Grady, a highly regarded 
pioneer motorist and motor cyclist. Despite the 
large turnout of motor cycles at the Opening Run 
of the club in October 1903 – motor cycles 
outnumbered cars – the club never really catered 
for the needs of the “two-wheelers” and within a 
year or so the “Motor Cycling” part of its name had 
been dropped to become simply “The Automobile 
Club of S.A.”. 

Where to, then, the motor cyclists? Initially into 
any of the numerous cycling clubs, many of which 
had formed under the banner of the League of 
South Australian Wheelmen in the boom years of 
cycling in the mid- to late-1890s. Arguably it was 
the Norwood Club that attracted the strongest 
contingent of motor cyclists, but it’s apparent from 
the photograph (above) that the Sturt Club also had 
its motor adherents. 

The photograph was purchased recently from an 
Adelaide antique shop, and shows the club 

members flanked by two motor cyclists proudly 
displaying their high-tech machines. Interestingly, 
despite apparent differences in design and finish, 
the machines share pedigree. At left we see Mr. C. 
Kerrison seated on a Minerva-engined bike bearing 
the name “THE WATS...” in neat block capitals on 
the light-coloured tank. At right we have Club 
Chairman Mr. J.H. Watson on his Sarolea-engined 
machine which bears his name “WATSON” in 
large letters. Presumably both machines originated 
from Watson’s Motor and Cycle Works on Unley 
Road, where according to period advertisements 
“Motors and Cycles of all descriptions [were] built 
and repaired.” 

Although there were few competitive events for 
motorcycles in the early days, both Watson and 
Kerrison participated where possible, often in 
motor events connected to unlikely occasions like 
the “8 Hours Sports” at Glenelg or the “Sports” at 
Henley Beach, which featured cycling and a motor 
race “... from the Henley Beach jetty to that at 
Grange, and back”. 

It wasn’t until 1911 that the motor cyclists of South 
Australia got together to form a club devoted 
specifically to their interests: The Motor Cycle 
Club of S.A.      LWM
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday 

5 December 2010 

 

No event this month! 

Wednesday 

26 January 2011 

 

Australia Day Navigation Trial An early-morning 40 km run through 
the southern hills, returning to civilisation in time for breakfast at 9 AM at 
Caffe Buongiorno, 212 Unley Rd, Hawthorn. A 1-hour run for big cars 
and motorcycles; at most 2 hours for adventurous tiddlers – only two sets 
of traffic lights before reaching picturesque, traffic-free roads. Start any 
time between 7 AM and 8 AM (yes, your read it correctly!) from 
Buongiorno’s car park. A veteran outing on beautiful veteran roads. 
 

Sunday 

13 March 2011 

 

David Read’s Veteran & Vintage Day 

Saturday & Sunday 

2 & 3 April, 2011 

2
nd

 VCCSA Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn. Planning is in hand, and the 
event will have a similar format to last year. Judging from accommodation 
bookings attendance will be strong – the Motel is already booked out! Put 
the date in your diary and book your accommodation now. Entry form and 
indemnity on pages 9 & 10, and information below. Join us if you can! 

  VCCSA Strathalbyn 2-Day Rally, 2-3 April 2011 

Yes, it’s on again – and if you’re not coming 

you’d better have a good reason... 

More than 40 veteran cars and bikes and some 
glorious late spring weather were perfect 
ingredients for success of our first Strathalbyn 
weekend in May this year. It didn’t take long for 
those present to endorse a repeat event in 2011; 
here’s an outline: 

• Quite a number of entrants have already 
booked accommodation in Strath for the Friday 
night – we’ll organise an informal get-together so 
that no-one is lonely. 

• The motel is already booked out – try the 
hotels or one of the numerous B&Bs in the area. 

• This year the rally will be based at the 
Strath Show Grounds, walking distance from the 
town centre. We’ll have more space, less obvious 
oil drips (!), and access to the football clubrooms 
for tea/coffee and general socialising. 

• As last year, there will be a selection of 
optional runs in Strathalbyn on the Saturday 
morning – hills, flat, long, short to taste. 

• Those choosing to drive down on Saturday 
can rendezvous at the Blackwood railway station 
car park, just east of the tracks, at 9 AM for a run 
down to Strath. 

• Those who found themselves too busy to 
eat lunch last year can “order in” Saturday lunch 
(gourmet wraps, I believe) via the entry form. 

• The Saturday afternoon run will reprise the 
2010 event, with stops at Milang and Langhorne 
Creek. No hills to speak of, so bring your most 
feeble vehicle for this one! 

• Dinner at the Victoria Hotel again, but 
judging by expressed interest we will be taking 
over the whole place this year. Last year 102 
people sat down – we can seat 140 if necessary. 

• Sunday morning we’ll climb the hill to 
Ashbourne (or bypass it if necessary), then run 
down to the lovely surrounds of the Currency 
Creek Winery for tea/coffee and cake. Back to 
Strath, via Milang, by about 1 PM. 

• Diehards can have another run on Sunday 
afternoon; others prepare for the trip home. 

Accommodation booked? Car or bike organised? 
Then fill in the entry form, sign the indemnity form 
(both at the back of this Bulletin), pay your money 
and we’ll see you in April! If you need more 
information check out the rally website at 
http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn , or, for 
accommodation advice, contact the Strath Visitors’ 
Information Centre on 1300 007 842.  .
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  Mystery 
Not so much a “what is it?” as a “where is it now?”  

 

Our photo this month is a 
snap from Jack Nelson’s 
collection. Half car, half 
saw bench it looks like a 
good restoration project, 
and having survived (in 
Victoria) into the 1950s it 
would be nice to think it’s 
still around today. The car 
would appear to be a 
veteran Straker Squire, 
similar to the car 
campaigned in recent 
years by Terry Parker, but 
is not that car. Where is it 
now? 

 

  The VCCSA Norton Summit Hill Climb in Pictures 
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  More London to Brighton 

No “story” submitted, but the editor did receive 

this note from well-known tri-cyclist John 

Hancock ... 

“How do you make a veteran motorbike rider move 
quickly? Take him for a ride in a Phanomobile. 

“The esteemed editor was taken for a short run in 
‘Fanny’ on the Down-Under London to Brighton 
Run. At the end of the ride he was out of the car 
and gone even before the engine had stopped! Too 
many horses for his delicate sensibilities? Or was it 
the alarming body roll even at slow speeds around 
corners?” 

 
‘Fanny’ leads the parade into the morning tea stop (photo 

taken moments after a stall and skilfully-executed restart!) 

 

Thanks John! The ride in Fanny was one of two 
fabulous veteran motoring experiences for the day 
– the other being a ride in Neil’s sumptuous 
Napier. Perhaps if I say “from the sublime to the 
ridiculous” each owner can interpret accordingly! 

 
The McNeil Deasy flagged off 

Fanny has many features familiar to the 
motorcyclist – an exposed air-cooled motor, 
epicyclic gears and chain drive – but from that 
common ground she sails off into singularity. 
Unique and charismatic, she offers perhaps the 
ultimate in un-hurried veteran motoring. To prove 
her tenacity, she carried John and Andy from 
Strathalbyn to the top of Paris Creek Road in May, 
a climb that would defeat many a veteran machine!

  For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale: 1928 Durant, right-hand drive (ex-
factory in Canada), 4 door, 6 cylinder, side valve, 
3-speed gearbox. Reconditioned chassis and front 
axle. Needs complete restoration. Contact Mike 
Morrell  0416 185 864.  

For Sale: 1929 96A Willys Whippet Roadster. 
Mechanically finished. Engine rebuilt and has run, 
new pistons, big ends, crank ground, new valves 
and guides, new timing chain. Radiator rebuilt. All 
new wheel bearings, brakes relined. Springs reset. 
6 new tyres. Most woodwork done, front guards 
panel beaten. New hood bows to be finished. 
Wiring loom. Some plating done. Petrol tank ready 
to use. New valance panels, door sills. Good 
instruments, finger tip control and lights. Roadster 
rear end to be completed – have most parts – 
missing dickie seat & boot lid. Not a lot to find to 

finish. Some spares. $7,500 Contact David Cant 
(08) 8298 8442 

For Sale: 1968 Mini Cooper S – good overall 
condition, strong motor, great little car to drive, 
currently on historic registration. British racing 
green with white roof. $12,000 Contact David 
Cant (08) 8298 8442 

For Sale: Champion X Spark Plugs, suit Model T. 
$25 each or $90 for a set of 4. Full sets will be 
delivered in the metro area free of charge. Contact 
Terry tezzakar08@bigpond.com  

For Sale: Another order is being prepared for 
Members wanting veteran and vintage tyres.  
Contact Terry Parker (08) 8331 3445 for sizes, 
prices and expected delivery. A sample can be 
viewed by arrangement  



 

 

 

Veteran Car Club of South Australia  
Annual Two Day Rally 

“Dr. Shone’s Veteran Tonic” 
Strathalbyn, South Australia 

 2 – 3 April 2011 
http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn  

ENTRY FORM 

A non-competitive event for pre-1919 motor cars, motor cycles and other vehicles, 
conducted by The Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Inc. 

Return completed entry form with 
all fees by Friday 18 March to: 

The Secretary, VCCSA 
3 Malcolm Street 
Millswood  SA  5034 

ENTRANT DETAILS 

Name: 

Address: 
 
 

Phone Number:  Email Address: 

VEHICLE DETAILS 

Vehicle type  

Make  

Model  

Year  

FEES 

 Number Total 

Rally entry fee for vehicle $10   

Saturday Light Lunch $8.50   

Saturday Night Rally Dinner –  
The Hotel Victoria, Strathalbyn 
(Partners and friends welcome) 

$22   

Sunday Morning Tea (Children free) $8.50   

 
 

TOTAL: 
 

Make cheques payable to “VCCSA, Inc.” 
 



 

 

 
 
 
INDEMNITY STATEMENT: (All drivers, riders and passengers must sign this indemnity 
to participate in the Rally)  I/We acknowledge and agree as a condition of entry that 
neither the Veteran Car Club of  South Australia, Inc., its Committee the Rally organisers 
nor any person acting as an Official or an Assistant during the Veteran Car Club of South 
Australia, Inc., 2010 Annual Two Day Rally (the event) nor their respective servants, 

agents, representatives, sponsors, not the landlords or lessees shall be liable for my death, 
injury, loss or damage sustained or incurred by me/us as a result of participation in, or 
being present at the event in regard to any rights I/we may have under the Trade 
Practices Act 1974 nor any other Act or Statute under Common Law.  I/We enter the event 
with this knowledge.  Further, where I am entered as a driver/rider in this event I will not 
carry a passenger who has not also signed this indemnity form.  I also agree to abide by 
the rules of the Rally. 

 
 
I ………………………………………………………. agree to abide by the rules of the Rally. 
 
Signature: 
 
 

Date: 
 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The event will be held on open roads in South Australia. Drivers and 
riders will be responsible for complying with relevant laws in South Australia, in 
particular as they relate to driving/riding on South Australian roads, being licensed to 

drive in South Australia, and ensuring that their vehicle is correctly registered to allow it 
to be driven in the event. 
  


