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  What’s in the Box?  

  
It’s the season for opening presents, and what could give more joy than opening this rather magnificent 
wooden box to reveal a c1907 poppet valve Daimler, complete with a lustrously-enamelled (if not entirely 
elegant) tourer body? Surely the ideal gift for any VCCSA member. 
If you’ve ever wondered just how the product of the British motor manufacturing industry was packed for 
its journey to the antipodes in the veteran years, these two photographs from a period magazine offer a rare 
insight. Clearly the first part of the exercise was to build a wooden base, onto which the car was driven and 
firmly attached – by some mechanism not entirely clear in our photograph. I suppose the sides and top of 
the box were assembled onto the base and bolted together, as this would seem a safer exercise than lowering 
the pre-constructed box over the top of the vulnerable motor car. Noticing the attachment points for the 
lifting ropes at the top of the crate, I spent some time worrying about the attachment of the top section of the 
crate to the base, and the terrible consequences of failure in this area while the cargo was being swung 
aboard by crane. I needn’t have worried. Notice the rebates – seen under the front and rear wheels of the car 
in the photograph at right – to accept the (strip steel?) slings that safely cradle the entire crate. No chance of 
the precious contents dropping out the bottom! 
From the weight panel on the left we can read that the Tare (box weight) is 0 T (tons) 11 C (hundred-
weight) and 1 Q (?), but the gross weight has not yet been entered: presumably the full box is yet to be 
weighed. At the far end we see the dimensions, measured in FT IN, with Length 13 1, Width 6 9, Depth 8? 
2. The sender is obvious, but the recipient in Calcutta is designated only by their shipping symbol: JMcG 
inside a diamond, surrounded by the letters FWHC at the four corners. Can someone decode this? 
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  Meetings 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  

Being January there is no meeting this month. 
When we re-convene on Wednesday 2 February 
2011, David Chantrell will deliver Part 2 of his talk 
on Henry Ford. 

  This and That 
From the Editor 

Family, friends and festive food – I trust everyone 
has 2011 off to a fabulous start! 
As I mentioned last month, the editor’s “in box” of 
articles is empty. Not a problem for this issue, but 
your contributions are needed if the Bulletin is to 
reflect the interests of members. What an excellent 
New Year’s Resolution – to contribute to your 
magazine. Restoration story? Unusual photo? Book 
review? Veteran anecdote? Anything with a 
veteran flavour will be greeted with enthusiasm, 
and any format can be accommodated – even 
handwriting! 
Thanks to Terry Parker, Adrian Denman, Dudley 
Pinnock, Peter Allen and Graeme Jarrett for their 
contributions, comments and photos inside this 
edition.  

Rally Calendar 

With no meeting this month, don’t lose sight of our 
upcoming rallies. The Australia Day Navigation 
Trial is not only before the next meeting but it’s 
also on a Wednesday! If the fire danger is 
“catastrophic”, the run will be cancelled but we 
will still meet for breakfast. Also don’t forget to 
get your entry in for Strathalbyn in April – rumour 
has it the first entry received was from a steam car. 

Vintage Door Plate 

Adrian Denman sends in a photograph (foot of 
page) of the agent’s (or body builder’s) door plate 
from his vintage De Dion Bouton Type IM and 
asks “Has anybody heard of Campbell and 
Worthington Ltd, De Dion agents of 221 – 223 
Currie St Adelaide? 
“Apparently Duncan & Fraser were the agents up 
to about 1924 so when trying to date the car No. 
31815 Type IM No. 852, it is likely to be later than 

then. Also the tourer body according to David 
Cantrell was not made in the Duncan & Fraser 
manner. As there seem to be few cars from De 
Dion I would be very pleased to hear about them.” 

Remembering Charley Mayman 

At this time last year, my wife and I paid a visit to 
the grave of Bertie Barr Smith on the centenary of 
his death on December 31, 1909.  
Charles Mayman, pioneering motorist and 
acclaimed “motor expert” died on Boxing Day 
1904, while riding a motorcycle of his own 
manufacture on the Canterbury Park track at 
Eaglehawk, near Bendigo in central Victoria. On 
my Christmas trip to Victoria I made an expedition 
to Boroondara Cemetery, Kew, Melbourne to visit 
Charley’s grave. Although I was a few days early 
to commemorate the 106th anniversary of his death, 
it was nice to find the resting place of such a 
fascinating figure (of whom more later) and 
particularly to see that his monument was “Erected 
as a mark of esteem, by a few friends”. What a 
marvellous way to be remembered. 

Charley Mayman’s grave (foreground), Kew Cemetery 

 
Campbell & Worthington Ltd door plate on Adrian Denman’s vintage De Dion Bouton – see article above
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  Season’s Greetings 
 

 

This Bulletin has just missed the festivities, but we wish members, family and friends a fabulous New Year. 

It was tempting to tidy up (digitally!) our Motoring Miss, but since she comes to us all the way from 1907 we’ll 

leave her nicely patinated. The American magazine MOTOR (always typeset in mixed font size, with smaller 

‘O’s) was a large format, high quality publication, featuring, for the most part, large and expensive cars.



 

 
Bulletin January 2011  Page 4 

 
 

  The Charter of Turin 
 

Terry Parker comments on a thorny problem...  

No, it’s not about the establishment of the city, it’s 
about restoration and preservation of old motor 
vehicles. Most of us are aware of FIVA, the 
historic arm of FIA, the outfit which looks after 
Formula One and all other forms of competitive 
motoring around the world, except, it seems, in 
USA. FIVA had a meeting in Turin, from which 
the Charter flowed. 
For years FIVA has maintained a Technical Code, 
which categorises historic vehicles according to 
their authenticity and condition of preservation. Its 
purpose is to provide guidance to enthusiasts about 
restoration, and to assist clubs and event organisers 
to determine what classes of vehicle they will 
accept in their particular activities. In Europe of 
course, there are many cross-border events and 
within relatively short distances one can be in 
another country. 
Although it exists for a different purpose, the FIVA 
Code was referenced in the forming of our Historic 
Registration Code. While the FIVA Code has no 
authority behind it, it is the standard to which 
authorities and clubs refer when deliberating, and 
so it is important to us. The Club website provides 
a link to FIVA’s site, and they refer to the Charter 
of Turin draft there. 
A copy was sent to me for comment, and in my 
view it is a very thorough attempt to wrestle with  

the diverse issues that we all encounter to some 
extent in our hobby. It goes into maybe too much 
detail about what we should do in documenting any 
variations made in restoration and operation of our 
vehicles. Coupled with another FIVA project 
which is to create a database of all vehicles for 
which they have issued ‘passports’, one can see 
their effort to curtail the modification of vehicles. I 
have pointed out that human nature may get in the 
way of the purity of their result, nevertheless, in 
my view they are heading in the right direction. 
Another area of difficulty is their attempt to 
accommodate in a separate class, vehicles which 
were altered in their period of use, or when they 
became redundant, for another purpose. While they 
say that the acceptance of a ute in a case where 
there is accurate documentation of who did it , 
when and why, it doesn’t mean that others of the 
same genre will also be acceptable, that might 
work for utes, but when specials are built for 
competition it’s a whole new game. There is now a 
worldwide industry building look-alikes, and I can 
only wish them good luck in trying to keep a 
handle on that. As was found in establishing the 
rules for historic registration, the only way to 
manage it is to require vehicles to match factory 
specifications. 
If you have time (and a Law degree) the Charter of 
Turin and its accompanying documents are worth a 
read.

  More on the “Jewell”

A pretty little car...  

Last month’s Bulletin featured a photo of Bernard 
Holmes’ 1907 single-cylinder, two-stroke Jewell, 
snapped by Howard on his recent visit to the UK.  
Having never heard of this marque, I was pleased 
to come across this advertisement for the car in an 
American magazine, confirming its origin in 
Massillon, Ohio. Interesting that it was available 
both as a Runabout and a Stanhope, because I have 
no idea what a Stanhope is! Perhaps someone can 
enlighten me. 
A year later, in March 1909, the Forest City Motor 
Car Co. had given way to the Jewell Motor Car 
Co., at the same address, whose product was the 
“Jewell 40” available as a “Touring Car, Roadster 
and Baby Tonneau at $3000, Limousine at $4000”. 
A full page advertisement in MOTOR illustrated a 

fine modern automobile with a Mercedes-style 
radiator, and trumpeted “No better car at any 
price.” Eight times the price of the 1908 model! 

 

From MOTOR, February 1908 



 

 
Bulletin January 2011  Page 5 

 
 

  A G.N. in the Park 

 
In the veteran years the National Park at Belair 

was a magnet for motorists on both two and four 

wheels... 

When I started my research into Vivian Lewis – 
now grown into an as-yet-untamed monster – 
George Brooks was most helpful. Among the items 
he provided was this photograph of a large group 
of motorcyclists, taken c1914 in the National Park 
at Belair. The Lewis interest is the group in the left 
foreground, to the right of the tree. 

But interest, like beauty, is in the eye of the 
beholder and when Victorian cycle car enthusiast 
Graeme Jarrett saw this photo his eye was drawn to 
the far left of the picture. Was the car, he 
wondered, possibly a G.N. Cycle Car like the one 
he is currently restoring? 

One of the advances of the digital era is the ability 
to scan a photograph, to ‘massage’ the digital 
image and to zoom in on items of interest. 
Although this image has been published in a 
number of motoring books, including in one of 
George’s S.A. Motoring History Books, the 
‘screening’ that takes place as part of the printing 
process means that much fine detail is lost. 
(Screening converts the image into a series of dots 
of different sizes and shades of grey.) 

With access to my scan of George’s original photo, 
however, very fine detail is available. In response 
to Graeme’s question I was able to zoom in on the 
car, and to identify it, immediately and positively, 
as a G.N. Cycle Car. Because I’m a cycle car 
expert? No. It has “G.N. CYCLE CAR” written in 
large letters along the top of the bonnet! 

There were few G.N.s evident in S.A. in the 
veteran years, in fact only one appears on the 
registration lists: 4374 issued to N. R. [sic] Torode, 
Northcote St., Unley Park., on April 1, 1914 for a 
10 h.p. G. N.  

 
Detail of the top photo, showing the G.N. 

Norman K. Torode was the son of master builder 
Walter Torode, committed motorcyclist and 
champion of Lewis motorcycles from around 1903 
until he purchased a car in the mid teens. Like his 
father, Norman was an enthusiastic motorcyclist 
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and in 1911 he purchased a rather special Lewis 
motorcycle displayed at the Adelaide Show – a 5/6 
h.p. twin (likely a JAP), with two-speed gear and 
all accessories, finished in “dust-defying grey”. 
Probably not by coincidence there is a motorcycle 
fitting this description just on the opposite side of 
the tree to the G.N. in our photo, albeit with a 1914 
registration number. Norman joined the Motor 
Cycle Club of S.A., formed in 1911, and went on 
to hold Club Captain and Vice President. His father 
Walter was the inaugural President. 

On leaving school in 1906 Norman worked with 
his father in the building trade, but later joined 
Eyes and Crowle as a motorcycle mechanic, moved 
into sales, and by 1915 was the manager of their 
motorcycle business. 

N.K. Torode and Jack Booth (Indian World’s Record Holder) 

outside the new Eyes and Crowle motorcycle premises on 

Gawler Place, November 1916 

 

But back to the G.N. By April 1914 when he 
registered the car, Norman was deeply involved in 
motorcycle racing in all forms of the sport run by 
the M.C.C. He was often a winner, riding Triumph 
and Indian machines – agencies by Eyes and 
Crowle – but he did enter the G.N., as well as his 
racing Indian, for the M.C.C. Hill Climb on 
Chandlers Hill in May 1914. Although the 
occasion depicted in our main photo is not known, 
it is likely to be an M.C.C. social event in late 
1914, and since Torode was comfortable enough to 
enter the G.N. in an M.C.C. events, it seems certain 
that the car in our photo is his. 

 
N.K. Torode, c1915 

The only other mention I can find of the G.N. is at 
the M.C.C. Speed Trials on the Meadows Echunga 
road in November 1914. Torode had the sidecar on 
his Indian to win the passenger class in 44 3/5 
seconds for the flying half mile; in second place 
was the G.N. in 60 3/5 seconds, driven for the 
occasion by L. M. Gilbert.   LWM 

 

 

The Motor Cycle Overseas Supplement, 6 February 1913. Comments Graeme Jarrett: “This is the early type Standard production 

GN (east-west engine). It was built in parallel for a short time beside the GP style car (north-south engine). The GP became the 

standard production item dispensing the earlier type. My car is the later GP type.” 
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Upcoming Events 

Wednesday 

26 January 2011 

 

Australia Day Navigation Trial An early-morning 40 km run through 
the southern hills, returning to civilisation in time for breakfast at 9 AM at 
Caffe Buongiorno, 212 Unley Rd, Hawthorn. A 1-hour run for big cars 
and motorcycles; at most 2 hours for adventurous tiddlers – only two sets 
of traffic lights before reaching picturesque, traffic-free roads. Start any 
time between 7 AM and 8 AM (yes, your read it correctly!) from 
Buongiorno’s car park. A veteran outing on beautiful veteran roads. Bring 
your street directory (we don’t leave it) and your low gear! 
 

Sunday 

13 March 2011 

 

David Read’s Veteran & Vintage Day, in the south-western parklands just 
west of Anzac Highway. Preceded by a VCCSA suburban breakfast run. 

Saturday & Sunday 

2 & 3 April, 2011 

2
nd

 VCCSA Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn. Planning is in hand, and the 
event will have a similar format to last year. Judging from accommodation 
bookings attendance will be strong – the Motel is already booked out! Put 
the date in your diary and book your accommodation now. The Entry 
Form and Indemnity was circulated with the last Bulletin, or download it 
from the rally website: http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn . Join us if you can! 

  VCCSA Strathalbyn 2-Day Rally, 2-3 April 2011 

Yes, it’s on again – and if you’re not coming 

you’d better have a good reason... 

More than 40 veteran cars and bikes and some 
glorious late spring weather were perfect 
ingredients for success of our first Strathalbyn 
weekend in May this year. It didn’t take long for 
those present to endorse a repeat event in 2011; 
here’s an outline: 

• Quite a number of entrants have already 
booked accommodation in Strath for the Friday 
night – we’ll organise an informal get-together so 
that no-one is lonely. 

• The motel is already booked out – try the 
hotels or one of the numerous B&Bs in the area. 

• This year the rally will be based at the 
Strath Show Grounds, walking distance from the 
town centre. We’ll have more space, less obvious 
oil drips (!), and access to the football clubrooms 
for tea/coffee and general socialising. 

• As last year, there will be a selection of 
optional runs in Strathalbyn on the Saturday 
morning – hills, flat, long, short to taste. 

• Those choosing to drive down on Saturday 
can rendezvous at the Blackwood railway station 
car park, just east of the tracks, at 9 AM for a run 
down to Strath. 

• Those who found themselves too busy to 
eat lunch last year can “order in” Saturday lunch 
(gourmet wraps, I believe) via the entry form. 

• The Saturday afternoon run will reprise the 
2010 event, with stops at Milang and Langhorne 
Creek. No hills to speak of, so bring your most 
feeble vehicle for this one! 

• Dinner at the Victoria Hotel again, but 
judging by expressed interest we will be taking 
over the whole place this year. Last year 102 
people sat down – we can seat 140 if necessary. 

• Sunday morning we’ll climb the hill to 
Ashbourne (or bypass it if necessary), then run 
down to the lovely surrounds of the Currency 
Creek Winery for tea/coffee and cake. Back to 
Strath, via Milang, by about 1 PM. 

• Diehards can have another run on Sunday 
afternoon; others prepare for the trip home. 

Accommodation booked? Car or bike organised? 
Then fill in the entry form, sign the indemnity form 
(both at the back of this Bulletin), pay your money 
and we’ll see you in April! If you need more 
information check out the rally website at 
http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn , or, for 
accommodation advice, contact the Strath Visitors’ 
Information Centre on 1300 007 842.  .



 

 
Bulletin January 2011  Page 8 

 
 

  Mysteries Old and New 
Last month’s Straker Squire saw bench photo sent 
the local Straker fraternity – comprising Terry and 
George Brooks – into a frenzy. The editorial 
mailbox filled with numerous box-brownie snaps 
and newspaper cuttings of veteran Straker remains, 
none of which coincided with the car in our 

photograph. It seems the present whereabouts of 
the car is unknown. Strange. 
This month’s photo is another from the 
intermediate years – let’s hope from a South 
Australian Rally. Car, event, driver and photo-
grapher, please! 

 

  Ethanol in fuel: a caution 

With alcohol finding its way into pump fuels, it’s 

time to think about what you put in your tank 

Thanks to Dudley Pinnock for sending in this table 

of Recommendations for Materials Considered 

for Use in Ethanol and Ethanol/Gasoline Blend 

Applications, as published in the FBHVC 
Newsletter in October 2010. 

In the “Not Recommended” column are many 

materials likely to be found in the fuel systems of 

veteran vehicles, including all the materials from 

which the fuel tank of a veteran is likely to be 

constructed. Many of the compounds used to seal the 

inside of a rusted tank are also included, so clearly 

there is cause for thought before putting an ethanol-

blend fuel into your vehicle. If such a fuel is used, 

perhaps there is a case for, at least, draining fuel 

tanks and carburettors if the vehicle is to be unused 

for a period of time.  
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  Adelaide to Melbourne, Before the Road 

In later veteran years some rather potent 

machinery made the dash from Adelaide to 

Melbourne – Barr Smith in the 60 h.p. 

Napier, White in the 35 h.p. Talbot, Doone in 

the 80 h.p. National, Aunger in the Prince 

Henry Vauxhall – in search of the inter-city 

record; in 1903 and 1904 it was the journey 
itself, not the speed, that mattered 

Completion of the Adelaide – Melbourne 
journey, via the treacherous route across the 
Cooring dunes, was evidence of toughness of 
both man and machine, and excellent fodder 
for advertisers. Here we illustrate two 
advertisements featuring early motor crossings; 
although neither refers to the earliest 
successful journey. 

The Clyde advert (top, The Motor, UK, 3 May 
1904) is a little deceptive on two counts. Not 
only does it describe the route as “600 miles 
[of] Australian desert”, but it’s not over clear 
that the run was on a Clyde motorcycle rather 
than the car illustrated: 

MOTORING TO MELBOURNE 

The first trip on a motor cycle from Adelaide to 

Melbourne was begun on Saturday by Mr. R. Steele, of 

the Adelaide Chemical Works, Thebarton, and he was 

accompanied as far as Mount Barker by several 

members of the South Australian Motor Club, who were 

similarly mounted. Mr. Steele, who left the Institute, 

North-terrace, shortly before 3 p.m., rode a Clyde 

motor, which develops 2 ¾ horsepower. The trip is 

wholly to be one of pleasure, as the object is not to 

establish a record. Mr. Steele carried an extra petrol 

tank, which ought to contain sufficient to supply the 

engine until Mount Gambier is reached. 

Advertiser, 22 December 1903 

Interestingly I’ve never seen confirmation of 
the completion of this run, nor did Mr. J. J. 
Mullins use it in his advertisements. 

Mr. Duncan left the Adelaide Post Office at 10 
p.m. on 27 April 1904 in the Oldsmobile and 
arrived in Melbourne at 6.45 p.m. on Saturday 
May 1. He telegraphed from Millicent en 

route: “Arrived safely; car going grandly; 
trouble finding roads.” Perhaps he should have 
followed in the ruts left by Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Thompson who had both completed the 
journey before him: Mr. Thompson in May 
1903 in his De Dion Bouton and Mrs. 
Thompson in March 1904 in her Wolseley. 
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  For Sale and Wanted 

Wanted: Little Motor Company radiator badge to 
complete my car. Will buy or swap.  Contact 
Brian Newbery in New Zealand:  
newbz@xtra.co.nz (+643) 384-1220. 

Wanted: G.N. bevel box to suit my 1914 G.N. 
cycle car – see photo below. Will buy or swap. 
Also information on veteran G.N. cars in Australia. 
Contact Graeme Jarrett: 0422 413 575 
graemejarrett@gmail.com 

For Sale: 1928 Durant, right-hand drive (ex-
factory in Canada), 4 door, 6 cylinder, side valve, 
3-speed gearbox. Reconditioned chassis and front 
axle. Needs complete restoration. Contact Mike 
Morrell  0416 185 864.  

For Sale: 1929 96A Willys Whippet Roadster. 
Mechanically finished. Engine rebuilt and has run, 
new pistons, big ends, crank ground, new valves 
and guides, new timing chain. Radiator rebuilt. All 
new wheel bearings, brakes relined. Springs reset. 
6 new tyres. Most woodwork done, front guards 
panel beaten. New hood bows to be finished. 

Wiring loom. Some plating done. Petrol tank ready 
to use. New valance panels, door sills. Good 
instruments, finger tip control and lights. Roadster 
rear end to be completed – have most parts – 
missing dickie seat & boot lid. Not a lot to find to 
finish. Some spares. $7,500 Contact David Cant 
(08) 8298 8442 

For Sale: 1968 Mini Cooper S – good overall 
condition, strong motor, great little car to drive, 
currently on historic registration. British racing 
green with white roof. $12,000 Contact David 
Cant (08) 8298 8442 

For Sale: Champion X Spark Plugs, suit Model T. 
$25 each or $90 for a set of 4. Full sets will be 
delivered in the metro area free of charge. Contact 
Terry tezzakar08@bigpond.com  

For Sale: Another order is being prepared for 
Members wanting veteran and vintage tyres. 
Contact Terry Parker (08) 8331 3445 for sizes, 
prices and expected delivery. A sample can be 
viewed by arrangement.  

 

 

 

 
The G.N. chassis with the bevel box highlighted – see Graeme Jarrett’s advertisement above. 


