
 
Bulletin February 2011  Page 1 

 
 

 
Website: www.vccsa.org.au 

Bulletin of  
the Veteran Car Club  
of South Australia, 

Inc. 

Vol. 5, No. 7 
February 2011 

 

Chairman:  Howard Filtness 8272 0594  Treasurer:  Tim Rettig 8338 2590 
Secretary:  Dianne Barber 8272 0594  Rallymaster:  Phil Keane 8277 2468 
Committee:  Peter Allen 8353 3438  Neil Francis  8373 4992  Terry Parker 

David Chantrell 8345 0665  Public Officer Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441  
Address for Correspondence: 

3 Malcolm St, Millswood, South Australia 5034  secretary@vccsa.org.au  
Bulletin Editor:  Leon Mitchell 8278 5120  editor@vccsa.org.au  

 

  Australia Day Navigation Trial  

The Chantrell motor house in the pre-dawn light 
 

First event for Julian’s new toy: the 1907 Darracq twin 

More than 40 members and friends sat down to our Australia Day breakfast on Wednesday morning, about 
half of whom had taken to the road for our early-morning ‘navigation trial’ through the southern hills. 
Luckily the navigation aspect of the event was successfully negotiated, although the designated ‘steep hill’ 
sent all but Neil’s 4-speed Napier into bottom gear. The picturesque and largely traffic-free roads were 
appreciated, as was the hearty breakfast! Seven veteran cars and two veteran motorcycles were seen in the 
carpark: two Fords, two Napiers, one each of Darracq, Minerva, Talbot, Rudge and Douglas. Two vintage 
cars (Austin and Chevrolet), a couple of classics and a couple of moderns also completed the hills run.  

  Meetings 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  
After our summer sojourn, we re-convene on 
Wednesday 2 February, when David Chantrell 
will deliver Part 2 of his talk on Henry Ford. For 
those who missed the first instalment there will be 
a brief recap to set the scene. On Wednesday 

March 2, Terry Parker will talk about the “Before 
and After” project (see page 2). This should be of 
interest particularly to those who have not long 
been in the veteran movement in Adelaide. At the 
April meeting, Leon Mitchell will talk about the 
Irish-American actor-singer-director-producer Alan 
Doone, perhaps the only man in Australia to star on 
stage alongside his motor car, an 80 h.p. National 
racing car. 
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  From the Committee 
From the Secretary 

Happy New Year to you all. This month we would 
like to welcome our latest member, Ray Mossop. 
Ray came on his first Club outing on Australia 
Day, which was a gentle drive through the southern 
hills, and breakfast at Caffé Buongiorno at 
Hawthorn. 

I have had some lovely emails from Lloyd and 
Alison Bailey, our UK members, and Alison has 
sent a copy of the official DVD of the London to 
Brighton event for 2010. She says it was a fabulous 
day – they had glorious weather, although it was 
cold the sun was shining all day, and their car 
‘Dolly’ (1904 Pope Tribune) was on her best 
behaviour and made it all the way without a hitch. 
Lloyd can be seen a couple of times in the DVD, 
and was briefly interviewed, so we will look out 
for him when we show the DVD at an upcoming 
monthly meeting. 

Entries for the VCCSA Two Day Rally at 
Strathalbyn on April 2&3 are coming in – we now 
have 27 vehicles entered, with 57 people booked 
for the dinner on Saturday night, and 46 and 50 
respectively for the lunch and morning tea. One 
third of the entries are from interstate, and there are 
two steam vehicles coming! There are several more 
interstate entries ‘in the post’ and many club 
members have not entered yet, although they have 

indicated that they will be there. So please send in 
your entries, to make my job easier! ...... Dianne 

Notes from the Committee Meeting 

A very successful run on Australia Day, and as a 
result it is proposed to repeat the event as an annual 
fixture.  

Guest speakers organised for the next three 
meetings: David Chantrell, Terry Parker and Leon 
Mitchell. 

Events 

February 6 Adelaide Rotary, Outer Harbor to Port 
Adelaide for a display from about 11.00 am to 1.15 
pm. Leave Veale Gardens at 9.30 am.  (Phil Keane 
probably has given you background) 

March 13 David Read gathering in West Parklands.  
Neil Francis is organising a brunch at Broadway 
Coffee Shop at 10.30am, to leave at 11.30 then 
proceed up Anzac Highway to the gathering. 

April 2 & 3 Strathalbyn. There are 11 interstate 
entries and the list includes Member James Mc 
Innes’ White steamer and a Stanley from NSW. 
Entries to the Secretary.  

Register of vehicles: We need a register of 
Members’ vehicles and a couple of false starts have 
been made. The job will now proceed, and if 
anyone wishes their name to be suppressed please 
let the Secretary know. 

  “Before and After”
Help! writes Terry Parker... 

Some of us who have had too many birthdays are 
often asked questions about the vehicles and the 
characters who were involved in the early days of 
the veteran movement. In the early stages, there 
were no ‘vintage’ cars as such, as many now so 
regarded, were old cars used in weekend 
competition, and some were daily drivers. The 
‘find and get running’ exploits of those interested 
in veterans were sometimes recorded, but often 
not, and to the extent that we can shed light on 
those events we owe largely to the likes of George 
Brooks, who, from his Kings College schooldays, 
was photographing and noting what was 
happening. 
Just before George left Wattle Grove retirement 
village, he was starting work on a ‘Before and 

After’ book, and I was his gopher, collecting and 

printing photos from various sources. Work 
stopped through illness, and recently the file was 
presented to me to ‘see what can be done’. I 
believe that something can be done, both to 
commemorate the efforts of those who started the 
whole affair, and to record the vehicles in some 
detail, which were and are involved. 
I do have a collection of early event programmes 
and lists I had prepared, also in my schooldays. 
There will be much more information in others’ 
hands and I would be keen to copy anything which 
might be relevant, from newspaper clippings to 
programmes and photos, of old restorations or 
recent ones undertaken of veteran or vintage 
vehicles by you or others.  
Please let me know if you can help, as with enough 
information maybe the job can be finished. 

Terry Parker, tel. (08) 8331 3445 
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  The Merv Brunt Collection 
 

Every thought of owning something more than a 

veteran motor vehicle? How about owning forty 

trucks! Hamish McDonald explores a big shed... 

Last month, Travis, Phil and I had the opportunity 
to spend the day with Merv Brunt – owner of a 
large private collection of early motoring transport 
history. Housed in Colac, Victoria, the collection 
contains many trucks dating back to the primitive 
times of solid tyres, massive engines, interesting 
designs and a range of marques which are seldom 
heard of now-a-days. 

Merv and his 1922 ‘My Dad said buy a...’ Brockway 

Last year the Adelaide Advertiser published an 
article about Merv’s journey from Colac to Alice 
Springs in a 75 year old truck to coincide with the 
Truckers’ Hall of Fame gathering. This was a 
major accomplishment for Merv being 75 years old 
and also raising seventy five thousand dollars for 
charity along the way. 

Need more power? Just make everything bigger! 

As Travis is in the process of restoring a 1915 solid 
wheeled Model H International truck, we were 
very keen to investigate the Brunt Collection 
further to view his two similar vehicles. On arrival, 
we were amazed to see the number of vehicles on 
display. Merv has been building his collection for 
the past fifteen years, with many of the vehicles 
arriving in terrible conditions and somehow being 
rebuilt and given a new lease on life. 

Two 1916 International Model H trucks – Would they notice 

one missing? 

Merv is a colourful character and tells of the 
restoration and history of each vehicle. The most 
interesting story Merv shared with us was how his 
father told him that Brockway trucks were “Good 
trucks and if you ever buy a truck, you should buy 
a Brockway.” Merv did just this, with a vast 
number of this marque represented in the 
collection. 

The startling aspect that hits you when you look at 
these machines is the speed of evolution in 
development – if any at all! When you look at the 
trucks produced in the mid to late 1920s, you could 
be forgiven for thinking that you were looking at 
something from the turn of the century: open cabs, 
crank handles, carbide lamps, and top speeds of 30 
kph being common place for drivers. Luxuries of 
this kind were even common up until the early 
1930s. The way to get more power was just to 
make things bigger... which you can believe when 
you stand next to some of these vehicles, especially 
the AEC’s and Leylands.  
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Not much change for ten years... a 1915 Albion (above) and a 

1926 Thornycroft (below) 

 

Considering the range of applications for early 
heavy vehicles; travelling large distances on rough 
roads with limited infrastructure, they were indeed 
subjected to harsh lives and it is pleasing to see that 

someone has preserved this aspect of our early 
motoring heritage.  

One of the oldest vehicles in the collection is a rare 
1914 dual-chain drive Republic truck with the 
brakes activating on the chain drive sprocket and 
not the wheel itself. The consequences of breaking 
a chain on a descent don’t bear thinking about. 

 

1914 Republic (above); chain and brake assembly (below) 

 

If you are interested in looking at this collection 
further, Merv will be more than happy to show you 
around. 

  This and That  
From the Editor 

Bit of a squeeze this month! Thanks to all who 
have provided material for this and future issues of 
the Bulletin (David Chantrell, Hamish McDonald, 
Howard Filtness, Terry Parker, John Treloar, Alan 
Meredith, Graeme Jarrott). There must have been 
something about the January issue that sparked 
interest, as there are follow ups to almost every 
article! I hope most members find something of 
interest in each month’s edition – if not, 
suggestions for future content are most welcome. 

Hotchkiss Humour 

Thanks to John Treloar for this c1970 cartoon!  
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  2010 National Veteran Rally – Tasmania  
 

Howard Filtness attends another ‘overseas’ 

rally...  

The Tasmanian Rally started differently to all other 
National Rallies I have attended, in so far as 
although the Rally HQ was in Launceston, the run 
on Day 1 was actually getting there. Breakfast was 
served in a lovely area of parkland just a couple of 
hundred yards from the Trans-Tasman ferry 
terminal in Devonport, and all the overnighters 
from Melbourne were welcomed by those who 
sailed earlier, and the other rally-goers from the 
North-West area. As expected, more time was 
spent meeting old and new friends than 
breakfasting, but eventually we all headed off via 
Railton to Deloraine for lunch at the Bowls Club, 
about 50 kilometres. 

Veterans assemble on the school oval 

The route was signposted for us by “Tasman”, a 
very friendly-looking Tassie Tiger, indicating the 
left or right turns as appropriate, and combined 
with the rally book issued to all entrants the 
organisers did all they could to avoid having to 
form a search party. However, this could not totally 
eliminate the need for assistance, and as may be 
expected on the first day the back-up trailer and 
travelling mechanic were frequently called on to 
help new restorations continue to proceed. 

After lunch, we continued on to Launceston, and 
ended the day at Franklin House, which would be 
our start and finish point for the week. Dianne and 
I were housed with many other entrants in a motel 
just half a kilometre from this point, and the usual 
camaraderie in the car park area formed a very 
pleasant start and finish to each day. 

The daily runs took the usual format with each day 
starting with a complementary ‘cuppa’ and 

newsletter, and Tasman guiding us on our way 
from Franklin House to our lunch stops and then 
home again afterwards. The lunch venues were 
usually stately homes within a suitable distance 
from Launceston, and the sandwiches, cakes and 
drinks were always most welcome. One day we 
lunched at a school and some of us took the 
students for a veteran tour of the school oval – 
much appreciated by the students and enjoyed by 
the drivers too. 

Thursday was rest day, and a chance to see the 
sights of Launceston, a very pretty city with many 
attractions, including a magnificent gorge, and 
some lovely old buildings. In the evening the cars 
took part in a gas-light parade at dusk through the 
city centre. This was well advertised in the local 
newspaper, and attracted an enormous crowd. The 
spectators were very enthusiastic, the younger ones 
(some in pyjamas and dressing-gowns) shouting 
“honk the horn” continually and the older ones 
obviously delighted by the cavalcade. The rally-
goers also enjoyed the opportunity to display their 
cars to the host town. 

The Tasmanian country roads are an absolute 
delight to veteran motorists and motorcyclists, and 
the Launceston area provided chocolate-box 
scenery at every turn. The organisers did a 
wonderful job in a State not always conducive to 
older vehicles (there are one or two hills about the 
place) and kept us to user-friendly minor roads 
wherever possible. They had even arranged for a 
bit of snow to be still visible in a couple of spots on 
the distant mountains. 

Wow Mum – today I went for a ride in a Cadillac! 
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However, the organisers really blotted their copy-
book on the last day. For the return trip to 
Devonport, the skies opened, and the rally-goers 
heading for home travelled seemingly under a 
mobile waterfall. Most of us, of course, had cars 
full of luggage as well, just to add further interest. 
Lunch at Meander included a cup of piping-hot 

soup which really hit the spot, and was a welcome 
opportunity to dry off a bit, and say our last 
farewells to those heading off in different 
directions. A wonderful week, and Kelvin the 
Rally Director and his team are to be 
congratulated. 

 

  Max Hunt’s 100
th

 Birthday Celebration

Howard finds time to attend a very special event 

closer to home... 

Last November, I had a telephone call from a lady 
living in Queensland who was enquiring about the 
possibility of two or three veteran cars being 
available for hire on New Year’s Day weekend for 
a special occasion. It turns out that her father Max 
would be celebrating his 100th birthday on January 
1st and she wanted to know whether we could 
supply a couple of old cars to go to his birthday 
party in Hawthorndene. She thought that seeing a 
few cars that were around when he was young 
would be very exciting for him. 

Howard greets the birthday boy 

I explained that we don’t hire out cars on historic 
registration, but that the celebration on Sunday 
January 2 was just too good to miss. Julian 
volunteered to join me, and as luck would have it, 
Club members Andrew and Frances McDougall 
were visiting from Melbourne, and Julian offered 
to loan them a car too. Terry would have been with 
us, but his car was off the road. The day was 
forecast as being cool and pleasant, in contrast to 
the days both before and after, so, full of 
anticipation, we gathered at Julian’s house to be 
met by Nick and Gavin McNeil, claiming to be our 
official starters. 

It seemed as though everything that could go 
wrong chose this moment to go wrong. Julian went 
up the road and the crankcase inspection plate fell 
from the Darracq engine emptying the sump, the 
Napier coughed and spluttered with a blocked jet, 
and the de Dion loaned to Andrew fouled its only 
plug. Not a good start, but apart from the de Dion 
needing a regular plug change/clean, everything 
eventually sorted itself out. 

Julian entertains the guests with a spin through leafy 

Hawthorndene in his newly-restored 1907 Darracq twin 

In the fullness of time, the three cars made it to the 
party, where lunch was provided to the intrepid 
motorists – Andrew and Frances, Julian, David 
Bishop and Dianne and myself. We were all made 
most welcome, and introduced to Max, the 
“birthday boy” as his badge indicated. He was 
delighted to see the cars, and spoke of the cars he 
and his family had owned from his early days. He 
was unable to come for a ride around the block, but 
many of the family and friends took the 
opportunity for a spin. All three cars made it safely 
home under their own power, a result not entirely 
obvious to us at the outset. 

A memorable day out, with a difference. 
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  Mysteries Old and New 

You wouldn’t believe the lengths we go to be 
mysterious! 

Last month’s mystery photo came as a small-
format snap contributed by Peter Allen, and with 
“$2” in pencil on the back it no doubt has some 
junk shop heritage. It was only after the magazine 
was sent out that I began to wonder how the 
passenger was going to get out, given the spare 
wheel on the near side footboard. The photo was, 
of course, printed backwards. So let’s begin by 
looking at the photograph as it should have looked: 

 
Despite the inversion, Terry Parker was quick off 
the mark to identify the car as a 1911 15 h.p. 
Daimler, campaigned in the early days by Mr. 
Keltie (K.D.) Tweedie. Diving for his high school 
scrap book, Terry was able to come up with this 
cutting from the Advertiser after a Barossa Rally, 
date unknown but c1965, showing a particularly 
interesting aspect of the body design.  

 

Terry continues: 
“Your photo may not be the same event, but it’s of 
the same period. The car was a regular, but 
disappeared 30 years ago. 
“As there will be a few who will identify the 
Daimler, I have tried harder to win the prize. The 
first event in which it was entered by my record was 
the Golden Fleece Rally 27 – 28 April 1957, then 
The Advertiser event in October of the same year 
which included 52 veteran cars (including the 
Radloff Rover, the Francis Napier and the Tuckey 
Vauxhall) and 23 veteran motorcycles, a year before 
the Veteran and Vintage Motor Cycle Club was 
formed. The riders included Warren Hicks, Harold 
Rosenhain and Murray Mitchell. After that the 
Tweedie Daimler was a regular: Golden Fleece 
Barossa 11 – 12 April 1959 (55 veterans), 29 – 30 
April 1961, which 75 veterans were entered, 22 of 
which were from interstate. 
“The Daimler is a 15 h.p. [Silent Knight sleeve 
valve], engine number 11119, chassis 8117. 
Interesting that the Brooks 1910 Daimler has engine 
6677, chassis 6537 while the Trescowthick Daimler 
has engine 6817 (later) and chassis 6012 (earlier). 
We know both cars to be amongst the least molested 
of all in existence, and so another case to confound 
the series production theorists. I must confess that I 
don’t know where the car is now, so there’s scope for 
someone to beat me yet!” 

Tried harder? Win? Prize? Beat? My, this is getting 
very competitive! I can add my editorial two-
bob’s-worth and note that the Advertiser reported 
in October 1954 that K.D. Tweedie in a 1911 
Daimler was among the 55 veteran vehicles 
entered in a rally jointly organised by the 
S.C.C.S.A. and the St. John Council, in aid of St. 
John Ambulance Brigade funds. 

So our “mystery” for this month is not so much a 
mystery as a task: can we complete the history of 
this car? Who made its interesting body? Where 
and when was it found? Where is it now?  

While we’re there, let’s not forget Mr. Tweedie 
himself. His family lived in ‘Frome House’ on 
North Terrace? Was it his father/uncle who set off 
to drive to Melbourne in a buggy after the 1934 
Old Crock’s Run? The house parties after S.C.C. 
Hill Climbs in the 1930s? Holidays with the Gosse 
family? Keltie’s wife was a Kyffin Thomas (of 
Straker Squire fame)? History is rich! 

[This year marks the 55th Anniversary of the 
VVMCCSA, to be celebrated by a week-long motor 
cycle rally in September. It was founded in 1956.]  
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Upcoming Events 

Sunday 

6 February 2011 

Flotilla for Kids run and display, Port Adelaide Wharf. Assemble at 
Veale Gardens 9.00am for 9.30 start for run to Wharf, arrive around 
10.30am. Display will run from 11 until 1.15 pm. See details below.  

Sunday 

13 March 2011 

 

David Read’s Veteran & Vintage Day in the south-western parklands 
just west of Anzac Highway. Neil Francis is organising a VCCSA brunch 
at Broadway Coffee Shop at 10.30am, from where we will leave about 
11.30 for the gathering. Final details next month. 

Saturday & Sunday 

2 & 3 April, 2011 

2
nd

 VCCSA Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn. Planning is in hand, and the 
event will have a similar format to last year. Judging from accommodation 
bookings attendance will be strong – the Motel is already booked out! Put 
the date in your diary and book your accommodation now. The Entry 
Form and Indemnity was circulated with the last Bulletin, or download it 
from the rally website: http://vccsa.org.au/strathalbyn . Join us if you can! 

  Flotilla for Kids information

Flotilla for Kids run and car display at Port 
Adelaide Wharf  

• Start : 9.00am for 9.30 start at Veale Gardens 

• Route instructions available on the day 

• Arrival at display around 10.30am 

• Car display is last in on to the wharf (means 
first out, conveniently!) 

• Display is from 11am to 1.15pm 

• Marshals will be at the entrance gate and on 
duty during the display period 

• This allows a reasonable amount of time to 
enjoy our lunch – bring your own, or use the 
casual eateries at the wharf, visit the market 
and see the Flotilla of course 

• We have been asked to provide drip trays if 
possible – for example, the use of flat 
cardboard with a suitable weight to hold it 
down during the display 

• The organisers (The Adelaide Rotary Club) 
have been advised that if the weather is 
inclement (stinking hot or wet and windy), 
we may have to leave early. They are 
sensitive to that and may follow us out the 
gate 

• The numbers of vehicles on display may have 
to be limited on the day due to space 
availability. We are expecting we will have 
room for 15 to 20 cars and motor bikes. If any 
restrictions on display are required, veterans 

will get priority rated by oldest first. 
Interesting early vintage will be priority after 
all veterans are allocated. If more space is 
available on the day, post 1930s vehicles may 
get a Guernsey 

• It would help the Rotary club if drivers could 
provide information on their vehicles to allow 
Peter Goers to be able to talk about the 
vehicles on the day 

• Not only technical info, but things like where 
did the car come from? Is it a South Australia 
delivered vehicle? Have you taken it on 
interstate rallies? Either within Australia or 
overseas? 

• They would like as many 100 year or over 
veterans to be available on the day and 
discuss their origins and history 

• FM station 102.3 is also going to be 
providing commentary on the event during 
the week and may also want some info to 
generate conversation on the radio 

• If you have some short history about the 
vehicle you are going to bring on the day, 
could you please get info to Phil Keane asap 
p.keane@purkinje.com.au  We only got late 
notice on the 102.3 request on Friday! 

• All info in Word format would be preferred 
by no later than Wednesday this week if 
possible please? 
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  Adelaide to Melbourne, Before the Road – Part 2 
 

Last month we featured a Duncan and Fraser 

advertisement claiming an inter-city “record” 

from R.A. Duncan’s 1904 motor trip to 

Melbourne. Not everyone was impressed... 

RECORD MOTOR JOURNEY. 

MR. DUNCAN’S TRIP TO MELBOURNE. 

Melbourne, May 1 [1904]. 

Yet another record in this record-breaking age has been 
put up, the claimant in this instance being Mr. R. A. 
Duncan, secretary of the South Australian Automobile 
Club, who has travelled on a 5 horsepower Oldsmobile 
from Adelaide to Melbourne in the particularly good 
running time of 33 hours. 

Mr. Duncan “pulled out” from the Adelaide Post Office 
at 10 o'clock last Wednesday night. The worst part of 
the journey was 92 miles of sanddrift, mud, stones, and 
fallen tree trunks along the Coorong, occupying nearly 
10 hours in its negotiation, an average of only 9 miles 
per hour. The night was spent at Beachport, and the 
track to the border next day was left behind, in excellent 
time. Then the journey through Casterton, Hamilton, 
Terang, Camperdown, Colac, and Geelong was without 
incident, the roads on the other side of Casterton being 
the only bad piece in Victoria. Except for fuel stoppages 
the only accidents were the inevitable tyre puncture and 
collision with a tree on a dark night. 

Mr. Duncan, who is careful to explain that the 594 
miles between the two cities was increased in his case 
by the taking of wrong turns, intends to go back the 
way he came, leaving Melbourne on Tuesday 
morning... 

The Advertiser Monday 2 May 1904 

 

MOTORING TO MELBOURNE. 

Mr. R. A. Duncan returned from his overland trip to 
Melbourne on his Oldsmobile motor last night. It was 
very wet all day Thursday and when he reached Mount 
Gambier the bad weather looked like continuing, so he 
thought discretion the better part of valor [sic], and 
rather than ride a couple more days through the rain he 
returned by yesterday’s train to Adelaide. 

The Advertiser Saturday 7 May 1904 

 

TO THE EDITOR 

“James R. Thompson.” – In response to a request for 
the information you required with reference to Mr. 
Duncan’s motor trip to Melbourne, Mr. Duncan has 
courteously supplied the following: – “As requested, I 
have pleasure in forwarding herewith travelling times 
between various points on the Adelaide to Melbourne 

tour on a 5-h.p. Oldsmobile: – Adelaide to Meningie, 
5h. 29m.; Meningie to Kingston, 8h. 22m.; Kingston to 
Beachport, 3h. 44m.; Beachport to Mount Gambier, 3h. 
17m.; Mount Gambier to Casterton, 3h. 24m.; Casterton 
to Camperdown, 8h.; Camperdown to Geelong. 3h. 
32m.; Geelong to Melbourne, 2h. 18m. = 38h. 6m. In 
three or four cases we took the wrong roads; then to get 
our time we took time from places where we enquired 
to point on route where we took wrong turn, and 
deducted from our travelling time twice this amount; 
that is, we assumed we travelled back to right point on 
route at same rate as we travelled away from it. Our 
first stage was Meningie, where we breakfasted; next 
stage, Kingston, where we had tea; then travelled on to 
Beachport for the night. After a much-needed rest, we 
made a late start and had dinner at Mount Gambier. The 
next stage was to Casterton, which we left shortly after 
8 p.m., and made for Caramut, where our next supply of 
petrol was obtained. After spending a couple of hours 
here, went on to Camperdown, where we breakfasted on 
Saturday morning, made Winchelsea for dinner, and 
Melbourne for tea Saturday night, where we arrived at 
6.49 p.m., after spending some time in Geelong. We 
travelled a good deal of the way after dark, and I feel 
confident of being able to reduce the travelling time by 
four or five hours if we made another attempt. 

The Advertiser Tuesday 17 May 1904 

 

TO THE EDITOR 

“B. Thomson,” North-terrace, writing with reference to 
Mr. Duncan’s motor car trip to Melbourne, says: – “I 
would be glad if Mr. Duncan would explain how by 
leaving the Adelaide Post-Office at 10 p.m. and arriving 
at Meningie at 11.30 the next morning he did the 
journey in five hours 29 minutes. Surely he could not 
have lost eight hours taking the wrong road. I am afraid 
Mr. Duncan’s calculations in taking the wrong road and 
returning to the right point are very much out. The road 
from Adelaide to Meningie is very easy to find 
especially with a full moon to light the way. Mr. 
Duncan says he feels confident he could reduce the time 
to Melbourne by from four to five hours. I am willing to 
put up £25 against Mr. Duncan’s £10 that he cannot do 
it on an Oldsmobile similar to the one he drove, or give 
£25 to the Children’s Hospital if he accomplishes the 
journey in 33 hours, as he says he can. If you get stuck 
in a sand patch or take a wrong track and lose an hour it 
is hardly fair to deduct that time from a trip called a 
“record.” 

The Advertiser Friday 20 May 1904 
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TO THE EDITOR 

“R. A. Duncan,” Franklin-street, writes: – “I have read 
Mr. Thomson’s criticism of my overland trip to 
Melbourne on a 5 h.p. Oldsmobile, but think there is 
little to explain. I gave my actual travelling times on the 
right road, and I know they are correct. The trip was not 
undertaken to establish a record, but to prove the 
reliability of the machine. This I have done, and, 
moreover, I have done it in record time. My time from 
start to finish was 23 hours less than Mr. Thomson’s. 
Perhaps Mr. Thomson can explain how, although he 
travelled a good deal of the journey at night, he only 
gives 42 per cent of his total time as actual travelling 
time. I did take wrong roads three or four times but did 
not get stuck in sand patches. I do not seek to relieve 
Mr. Thomson of his £25 as long as I hold the record for 
the trip. There is time enough to do that when anybody 
has succeeded in lowering it.” 

The Advertiser Tuesday 24 May 1904 

 

 

TO THE EDITOR 

“B. Thomson,” North-terrace, writes: – “The question I 
asked in my letter re Mr. Duncan’s overland trip he 
evades. I asked – How if it took him 13½ hours to reach 
Meningie, he did the journey in 5 hours 29 minutes – a 
difference of 8 hours? He says he took wrong roads. 
That means that travelling at the rate of 15 miles an 
hour he must have gone 120 miles out of his road in the 
first 95 miles of the trip. This is one record Mr. Duncan 
has put up – going 120 miles out of his road to do 95 
miles. I mentioned nothing in my letter about my own 
trip, nor did I want to either; but as he has brought the 
matter up I might mention that after taking off time for 
wrong roads, my actual travelling time is considerably 
less than his. My first 300 miles was through heavy 
mud and rain, which Mr. Duncan did not care to tackle 
on the return journey, for he finished the latter half from 
Mount Gambier by train, or was there something wrong 
with the car? Mr. Duncan need not worry about 
relieving me of the £25. That is very safe, because I 
know he cannot do what he claims on his car. But the 
offer is still open.” 

The Advertiser Monday 30 May 1904 

 

  For Sale and Wanted 

Wanted: Members and vehicles to attend Flotilla 

for Kids run and display at Port Adelaide Wharf 
this Sunday. See Events page 8 for details. 
Contact Phil Keene p.keane@purkinje.com.au 
(08) 8277 2468  

Wanted: Information regarding Campbell and 
Worthington Ltd, De Dion agents of 221 – 223 
Currie St Adelaide, and their body building 
activities with De Dion Bouton motor cars in the 
mid 1920s. Contact Adrian Denman 8344 1748 

Wanted: Little Motor Company radiator badge to 
complete my car. Will buy or swap.  Contact 
Brian Newbery in New Zealand: 
newbz@xtra.co.nz (+643) 384 1220. 

Wanted: G.N. bevel box to suit my 1914 G.N. 
cycle car – see illustration in last month’s Bulletin. 
Will buy or swap. Also information on veteran 
G.N. cars in Australia.  Contact Graeme Jarrett: 
0422 413 575 graemejarrett@gmail.com 

For Sale: 1928 Durant, right-hand drive (ex-
factory in Canada), 4 door, 6 cylinder, side valve, 
3-speed gearbox. Reconditioned chassis and front 
axle. Needs complete restoration.  Contact Mike 
Morrell  0416 185 864.  

For Sale: Two man roof irons – 18 piece set $280. 
Have recently completed wooden patterns (copy 
from original) as several people have expressed an 
interest. Best quote obtained was from Callington 
Casting at $280 a set, sand cast in yellow brass (not 
bronze compound). Be aware they are sand cast 
and will require considerable clean up, holes 
drilled, additional rivets and brass rod to complete 
the assembly. If interested in a set or require 
additional information Contact Neil Francis 
neiljfrancis@bigpond.com  (08) 8373 4992  

 

For Sale:  LPG cylinder with Oxy set attachments. 
CIG Spray Guns, as new. Contact Rob Elliott 
0415 697 162 

 


