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  VCCSA Two Day Rally, Strathalbyn 2 – 3 April 2011  

 

What a weekend! 
From Friday night, when more than forty rallyists 
sat down for a chin wag and an informal meal on 
the High Street, to final farewells at the Oval on 
Sunday afternoon, it was go, go, go at the VCCSA 
Strathalbyn Rally.  
Of the sixty veteran vehicles entered, most made it 
to the start line on Saturday for the run to Milang. 
What an impressive sight! Few experienced trouble 
on the road (either mechanical or navigational), and 
so far as I know we left no-one out on route, despite 
the dreaded “Ashbourne Hill” – ably ascended, but 
with varying style, to the amusement of a number 
of enthusiastic locals who had come out to witness 
the unusual sight. 

Many thanks to those who contributed behind the 
scenes: to Neil Francis for his help with route 
planning, organising the oval venue and the 
delicious Saturday lunch, to Dianne Barber for 
processing the entries and monies as they came in, 
to Jeff Hatcliffe for driving the back-up vehicle, to 
Ross and Lynette Bartlett for liaison at Strathalbyn, 
for marshalling and providing trailer and vehicle 
storage for the weekend, and to all those who 
helped with necessary tasks like washing up and 
vacuuming at the football club rooms. I’m sure all 
entrants will join me in thanking those who catered 
for us so impressively. Finally thanks to all who 
brought their veteran vehicles and their good 
humour to make such a memorable weekend.   LWM 
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  Meetings 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 6 April, when 
Leon Mitchell will talk about the Irish-American 
actor-singer-director-producer Allen Doone and his 

exploits with his 80 h.p. National racing car. No 
doubt there’ll also be some photos of the Strath 
Rally to show. At the May meeting, Tony Beaven 
will show slides of veteran vehicles. At the June 
meeting there will be a discussion on amendments 
to the Club constitution. 

 

  From the Committee 
The club has purchased a commercial Laser Printer 
which will allow us to print the Bulletin in house at 
a reasonable price. Thank you to Tony Beaven for 
his assistance in the purchase.  

Later this week, Howard and Dianne leave for 
Mittagong and points east until the end of April, 
and David Chantrell has been coerced into doing 
the Secretary’s job for that time. 

 

  This and That 
 

A last look at the tilting body 

There is something enticing about the photo below 
– does it evoke inquisitive mouse + trap to anyone 
else? The car with the Daimler-style tilting body is 
a 1907 Adams and the photograph comes from L. 
T. C. Rolt’s 1956 book A Picture History of 

Motoring.  

 

The author explains that the elaborate mechanism 
exposed by raising the body includes an epicyclic 
gear. 

Baby C.I.D. Dreaming 

Have a chat with a veteran enthusiast and he will 
often reveal some deep dark secret – often an 
unrequited longing for the (many) missing parts of 
a near-impossible ‘project’ lurking at the back of 
the shed. Such a conversation at Strathalbyn 
revealed the existence of parts of a Baby C.I.D. 
“So how much of it do you have?” “The motor. 
And...” listing a few rather unlikely minor parts. It 

was explained to me that the Baby C.I.D. was 
unusual in that it shared with Sizaire et Naudin a 
leaf-spring-controlled independently sprung front 
end. Quite by chance I bumped into the photo 
below while thumbing through Rolt’s book. I don’t 
know if the model is anything like the member’s 
dream, but if anyone has the larger part of a Baby 
C.I.D. chassis behind the shed, the editor can make 
introductions! 

 

From the Editor 

Many thanks to article contributors Howard 
Filtness (“New Club Car”) and to Terry Parker 
(“Phoenix Trials”), to Mike Sheehan for the Aster 
postcard and to Tony Beaven for some very fast 
work sending photos of Strathalbyn – more 
Strathalbyn next month. 
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  Seen at Strathalbyn, April 2011 
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  Strathalbyn Entrants, 2011  

Veteran Motorcycles 
Graham TRELOAR 1915 BSA Model K motorcycle 
Jerri-Lee MILLER 1914 Douglas TS 2¾ HP motorcycle 
Rob MILLER 1913 Rudge 'TT' 750cc motorcycle 
Phil EVANS 1911 Rudge Solo 500cc motorcycle 
John & Marion WILKINS 1917 BSA Model K motorcycle 
Ross & Alison WEYMOUTH 1918 Henderson 12 HP motorcycle 
Maree COWIE & Wayne DOBBS 1912 Rudge Multi 3½ HP motorcycle 
Greg SMITH 1904 Maldon 3½ HP motorcycle 
Rob ELLIOTT 1912 FN 4 cylinder motorcycle 
Rod ATTWOOD 1914 Radco 2¼ HP motorcycle 
Leon MITCHELL & Sharyn WATTS 1908 Lewis 3 HP water-cooled motorcycle 
Dave HATCLIFFE 1912 Bell 3½ HP motorcycle  
 
Veteran Cars 
James McINNES 1906 White Steamer Model F Tourer 
Howard FILTNESS & Dianne BARBER 1906 Phoenix Tricar 
Neil & Gaynor FRANCIS 1914 Napier Model T68 20HP Torpedo 
Andrew & Frances McDOUGALL 1904/5 De Dion Model Y 6HP car 
Roger CROSS & Jennifer CARTER 1907 Maxwell Model RL Tourabout 
Don & Sue LeBUSQUE 1911 AX Renault 
Francis & Elayne RANSLEY 1905 Darracq Flying Fifteen rear-entr. tonneau 
John HANCOCK & Andrew APPLEBEE 1910 Phanomobile Roadster 
Bill DAVIDSON 1907 Rover 6HP Tourer 
Sue & Ian BERG 1910 Cadillac 30 HP Touring Car 
Dudley PINNOCK & Sarina CARUSO 1913 Renault DM Tourer 
David & Michele CHANTRELL 1911 Ford 'T' Tourer 
Mark McKIBBIN 1909 Sizaire Naudin G tourer 
Mark McKIBBIN 1914 Triumph motorcycle 
Rob & Sue PRIEST 1914 Ford T Station Wagon 
Bob & Elaine SELLAR 1913 Ford T Town Car 
Michael & Shirley SHEEHAN 1908 IHC D Auto Buggy 
Mark & Lloyd ANDERSON 1911 Humber 
Ken & Judy RUSSELL 1907 Stanley K Roadster  
David HOLDEN 1914 Humberette Single Seater Cyclecar 
Roy SHELTON & Carmel CHELL 1912 Delahaye Type 32 Roadster 
Robert & Helen BALLINGER 1915 Ford 'T' Tourer 
Max & Jenny COWIE 1906 Cadillac Model K Car 
Ian VOYSEY & Trish CLAYTON 1913 Ford T Tourer 
Terry & Trish PARKER 1913 Straker Squire 15 HP Tourer 
Graeme & Lorraine JARRETT 1912 Little Midland Roadster Cyclecar 
John & Pat TRELOAR 1912 Hotchkiss Type Z coupe tourer 
Peter & Jill HAWKINS 1917 Studebaker SF Tourer 
Hamish McDONALD 1905/6 Clement-Bayard Double sided Phaeton 
Travis McDONALD 1907 Daracq R Tourer 
Lachlan McDONALD 1915 Ford 'T' Tourer 
Phil & Trish KEANE 1913 Siddeley Deasy 16/20HP Tourer 
Peter & Mary ALLEN 1905 Pope Tribune 6HP Roadster 
Peter & Mary ALLEN 1915 Metz Roadster 
Nigel & Chris STEELE SCOTT 1904 Speedwell 10HP rear entrance tonneau 
Trevor PAYNTER 1909 Maxwell A Roadster 
Barry & Daphne BAHNISCH 1912 Rover 12 HP Tourer 
Gavin & Sandy McNEIL 1914 Humber 11HP Tourer 
Andrew HAYES 1913 Prince Henry Vauxhall Tourer 
Greg & Maria MAHON 1913 Ford T Tourer engine #178296 
Julian & Jane McNEIL 1904 De Dion 6HP Single Seater 
David & Rosanna CANT 1917 Studebaker SF 4-40 Tourer 
Brian HUSSEY & Jill BARTLETT 1913 Ford 'T' Tourer 
Angus & Maria ARCHIBALD 1914 De Dion Bouton ED Tourer 
David & Dianne RADLOFF 1905 Rover 6HP Tourer Car 
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Ron & Nita CLARKE 1911 I.H.C. B Autowaggon 
Larry & Dianne CLARKE 1903 Humberette 
 
Vintage  
Stuart & Claire MacDONALD 1924 Alvis 2 seater sports 12/50 
Bill DAVIDSON 1924 Morris Truck 
Bill DAVIDSON 1925 Morris Truck 
Bill DAVIDSON 1927 Chevrolet Tourer 
 
Other 
Ryan & Jeff HATCLIFFE  Our travelling mechanics 
Ross & Lynette BARTLETT Our travelling marshals 
Bob & Pat UNDERWOOD Travelling with Neil Francis 
Winston & Pam FRANCIS Travelling with Roger Cross 
Alan & Gwenda MEREDITH Almost a 1905 Talbot 7HP 
Sheena & Tony BEAVEN  
Frank CORD-UDY  
Tim & Annie RETTIG  

 

  The Strathalbyn-Milang Connection  

Mike Sheehan dips into his photo box and 

produces a piece of Strathalbyn motoring history 

At the Strathalbyn Rally Dinner on Saturday night, 
Mike Sheehan mentioned an early postcard 
showing an Aster motor car and its occupants. He 
promised to dig it out when he could. 

 
c1906 “Lewis” Aster 10/12 h.p. car – the Lewis Cycle and 

Motor Works used their own name on their early Asters, but 

stopped the pretence later. Registration 259 was allocated to 

S. Gilbert & Sons, Strathalbyn. The card, postmarked Milang 

in Sept. 1907, is to Mr. A. Gilbert and reads “Not too bad” 

 

With admirable efficiency (and some help from the 
extra hour provided by the end of daylight saving) 
Mike had it found, scanned and printed in time to 
present it to me before the start of the Sunday run, 
suggesting it could go into the Bulletin at some 
stage. No time like the present, as it contains links 
not only to Strathalbyn and Milang, but also to 
subjects recently touched on the in Bulletin. 
According to George Brooks, who included the 
photo in SCC SA Motoring History Book 6, the car 
had a body built by Hack & Pengilly and was 
briefly owned by our dentist friend Dr. Ben 
Thomson before being passed on to Gilbert. 

S. Gilbert & Sons made bicycles and motorcycles 
under the name Treblig (Gilbert spelled 
backwards), and below we see two of their c1907 
models, both powered by Belgian Minerva engines 
(twin-cylinder on the left, single on the right) with 
frames built using the BSA motorcycle frame set. 

 
The Gilbert story is reasonably well known, so for 
the next issue, can we name: the occupants of the 
car, the writer of the card, and the two riders? 

Gilbert Motors is still active in Mt. Barker. 
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  A “New” Club Car 
 

Howard Filtness reports on a recent arrival... 

Two weeks ago [this article was received in time 

to be published last month, but space did not allow. 

Ed.] I received a telephone call from our member 
in Burra, Roger Cross. It seems he was expecting a 
rather exciting delivery soon, and would be seeking 
some paperwork to allow his new acquisition to be 
registered. “If I trailer it down to Adelaide, would 
you give it the once-over?” he asked. As it turned 
out, Dianne and I had a free Sunday at just the right 
time, and combined with a request from our 
neighbours to keep their car battery charged in 
their absence, thought we would visit Roger and 
Jenny and save him the hire of a trailer, and give 
the neighbours’ car a good run. 

 

“It’s a Maxwell” Roger informed us prior to the 
day, “and it’s due Wednesday”. 

So, full of anticipation, we set out for places North. 
On arrival, I requested that Dianne be shown the 
house (I’d been there before). It’s a bit special. 
Originally a two-roomed miners’ cottage, after 
three different modifications over the years, it is 
now a stunningly beautiful house set in lovely 
landscaped gardens, a credit to its owners. 

Next stop the shed. And there it was. A 
magnificent 1907 2-seater car, with a 2.6 litre 
horizontally opposed twin-cylinder engine.  
Imported from Florida, it was restored quite a 
while ago, but has seemingly seen little use since. 
Deep green in colour, and with black upholstery, 

it’s just beautiful, with a fitting patina of age 
adding to the charm. 

“The carby needs a bit of attention, needle is set a 
bit high”, says Roger turning on the petrol, and 
sure enough a steady drip of fuel from the 
instrument follows. However, a pull on the crank 
handle is rewarded with a steady tick-over, and I 
have to admit it all sounds wonderfully free of 
untoward knocks or grinding noises. Music. Just 
music. 

“I’d like to get it registered in a week or two”, 
Roger adds. “If all goes well I’ll bring it down to 
Strath. She only weights 750kg and will be easy to 
tow, so you’ll probably see a bit more of me 
around the place if all goes according to plan”. 

Can’t wait, Roger. Can’t wait. 

The visit was rounded off by a beautiful lunch 
courtesy of our host and hostess, which was very 
special indeed with lots of home-grown vegetables 
and fruit, and showed a lot of care and thought for 
Dianne’s recent health scare. 

Just before heading back to Adelaide, Roger and 
Jenny took us on a tour of some of the region’s lost 
history, which rounded off a perfect day just 
nicely. 

 
The Cross Maxwell attracts some attention after its maiden 

voyage (with the VCCSA) from Strathalbyn to Milang. Both 

Saturday and Sunday runs were completed without incident. 
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 Upcoming Events 
Sunday 

15
th

 May 2011 

Run to Mylor Oval This event will be on the 15th – not 8th as would be 
our normal outing day as it is Mothers’ Day. A day at the Mylor Oval, 
with members trying out different vehicles in an ‘off-road’ situation 
around the edge of the Mylor Oval. Depending on the weather there is a 
barbeque to use, so if it’s a nice day it will be a bring-your-own barbeque 
lunch. 
 

Sunday 

5
th

 June 2011 

Brunch Run Meet at Veal Gardens for a short run to Villies for brunch. 
 
 

Saturday 

10
th

 July 2011 

VCCSA Annual Dinner at Kooyonga Golf Club. David Chantrell will 
talk about “Fashion”. Put the date in your diary please! 

  The Phoenix Speed Trials, 1903

Terry Parker looks way back and far across the 

sea 

I had seen references to ‘The Phoenix Speed 
Trials’, but had not understood what they were all 
about. Recently, I came across a couple of texts 
which gave the answers. It all started in 1902, with 
ex-pat. Sydneysider Selwyn Francis Edge having 
moved to England and raced cycles and De Dion 
tricycles and then manoeuvred himself into a 
Napier. He won that year’s Gordon Bennet race in 
France, being the sole entrant to finish. In 1899 
James Gordon Bennett owner of the New York 

Times, gave a silver trophy to the Automobile Club 
de France to be contested annually in auto races 
with international contestants. The first two were 
won by French drivers of Panhards, but the 
tortuous course in 1902 ending in Innsbruck 
finished off all except Edge. 

It then fell to Great Britain to host the1903 race, 
but there was a problem. As we know, there was a 
speed limit of 12 m.p.h. and no mood in the Lords 
to change it. At that time the Auto Club was of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and so the mood was 
explored across the sea. There was enthusiasm for 
the idea and within a few days the speed restriction 
was repealed in Ireland for the event, which was to 
be supported with two weeks of motoring 
competitions. Tourism was the objective, and it 
succeeded, as some 1500 vehicles were in Ireland 
for that fortnight. The French team arrived on a 
ship, which was fitted out as floating 
accommodation and a workshop, and Germany and 
America were there in numbers. In June the 
Mercedes factory burned down, destroying the 90-

h.p. cars which were entered, and the company 
borrowed two 60-h.p. models from private owners 
to compete just one month later. 

One event of the carnival was to be a speed trial, 
which these days we call a drag race, and a suitable 
location was sought. It needed to be central to 
gather spectators, but long and straight enough for 
the purpose. In Dublin there is a park in which the 
vice-Regal residence was located, and which had a 
broad boulevard over a mile long. About half way 
along the straight was a huge monument with a 
Phoenix atop a large Corinthian column, put there 
in 1745 by a wealthy Earl. The Phoenix wasn’t a 
problem, but the plinth, although elliptical, was 
still wide enough that the cars would have to 
swerve around it at high speed. The Irish decided 
that could be a bit risky, so they demolished the 
sides of the plinth. It seems that subsequently the 
whole monument was moved, as the internet tells 
us that in the 1990s the monument was put back to 
its original place, having been moved for motor 
racing. 
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We all will have seen photos of the monsters of 
early motor racing, but one which I had not seen 
was the 100 h.p. Gobron Brille. This one was a 
13.5-litre double opposed piston motor which 
looks much too heavy for the tubular frame which 
carries it. The large exhaust port can be seen 
clearly in the static photo, but when running, the 
press reported ‘—a sheet of flame’ which would 
have been accompanied by a staccato roar to match 
modern day dragsters. It reached 87mph. 

 

The Gordon Bennet race was won by Jenatzy, on 
one of the borrowed Mercedes, Edge having retired 
through overheating, and later being disqualified 
because of a push start. 

The Gordon Bennett races continued for two more 
years, but for 1906 the ACF changed the rules and 
renamed the event the French Grand Prix, the 

forerunner of today’s Formula One Grand Prix. 
Another legacy of the 1903 Irish event was the 
formal allocation of the international racing 
colours. Edge’s Napier was green and so that 
stayed with Britain, Mercedes were white and the 
Americans had red, but the Winton and Peerless 
performed so poorly that they withdrew from 
international competition and went their own way. 
Italy was given red, which we know has added 
about 20mph to their cars ever since. 

 

If you want to read a detailed account of the 
events, Bob Montgomery’s booklets The Irish 

Gordon Bennet Race 1903 and The Phoenix Park 

Speed Trials 1903 are the titles. 

  The Car in the Crate – Mors?  
 

Last month we looked at large tourer being crated 
in New York ready for a European Tour. David 
Bishop suggests Mors for the make, based on the 
distinctive shape of the bonnet. Mors were one of 
the many makes to make the transition from the 
continent to America: both imported cars (“French 
Mors”) and American-built (?) cars (“American 
Mors”) were advertised around 1907 – 1908. I had 
reserved this little car-shaped space in the Bulletin 
for an illustration of an “American Mors” of the 
period, but unfortunately I have come up empty. 
There are numerous advertisements and cars show 
catalogues, but where others show illustrations of 
their wares, the American Mors is missing. Perhaps 
no illustration could do justice to “bodies of the 
Most Perfect Design”. 

The American Mors was built – I’m not sure just 
how much “building” went on compared with 
“assembling” – by the St. Louis Car Company of 

St. Louis, Mo. Three models of Touring Car were 
offered” 14-18 h.p. at $3,000, 24-32 h.p. at $5,000 
and 40-52 h.p. at $6,000. All of these cars were 
“evenly balanced”, the only type that are “durable 
and reliable”. Other than that the St. Louis Car 
Company was licensed by the Societé Anonyme 

d’Electricité et d’Automobile, “MORS”, Paris, 

France, there is little else to inform us of potential 
differences between the American and French 
offerings.  

Mors were far from alone: Mercedes, Napier, 
Hotchkiss, Renault, Delaunay Belleville, Darracq 
and Rolls Royce were but a few of the European 
makes well represented in America by 1907, but 
the balance between foreign manufacture and 
foreign assembly, despite claims, would need to be 
investigated on a case-by-case basis. No doubt, as 
in Australia, bodies were built, but would it be 
worth reproducing chassis? Probably not often. 
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White advertisement from MoToR, April 1906, with an impressive list of international agencies. The car shown is presumably the 

1906 Model F which impressed so many at Strathalbyn; the following year’s range featured the slightly shorter and less powerful 

Model H, and the “high powered” Model G. 
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  Vintage and Veteran Day in the Park, 13 March 2011 
No report from the monthly VCCSA run, first to 

breakfast then on to Vintage Sports Car Club’s 

Vintage and Veteran Day, but Tony Beaven took 

his camera 

March is a busy month in Adelaide, so while the 
VCCSA breakfasted and headed off to the Vintage 
and Veteran Day in the South Parklands, members 
of the Veteran and Vintage Motor Cycle Club of 
S.A. were displaying their bikes at Moseley Square 
Glenelg. Since I found myself at the latter event, 
and having attended both events in the past (two or 
three times in Moseley Square, once in the 
parklands) I might sneak in a comment to fill the 
available space. 

 
Moseley Square has many attractions – the jetty, 
the beach, the cafes – but none more important 
than the one the Vintage and Veteran vehicle 

movement needs most: spectators. Hundreds if not 
thousands of them. 

In the hour or so I spent with my 1908 Lewis 
motorcycle, I was constantly approached by 
members of the public who wanted to talk about 
old motorcycles. Who were these people? 
Potentially, at least, the next generation of veteran 
enthusiasts. Will they find us in the parklands? LWM 

 

  For Sale and Wanted 

Wanted: Complete steering box and column, or 
just the parts circled in the drawing, for 1911-12 
Austin 12-15 h.p. Contact Ross Bartlett  (08) 8536 
2762 (a.h.) or 0418 812 487 

 

For Sale: Two man roof irons – 18 piece set $280. 
Have recently completed wooden patterns (copy 
from original) as several people have expressed an 
interest. Best quote obtained was from Callington 
Casting at $280 a set, sand cast in yellow brass (not 
bronze compound). Be aware they are sand cast 
and will require considerable clean up, holes 
drilled, additional rivets and brass rod to complete 
the assembly. If interested in a set or require 
additional information Contact Neil Francis 
neiljfrancis@bigpond.com  (08) 8373 4992  
Wanted: Volunteers to take on roles on the 
Committee for 2011-12. The nomination form is on 
the back page of last month’s Bulletin, and needs to 
be completed by the June meeting. 

 


