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  VCCSA Two Day Rally, Strathalbyn 2 – 3 April 2011  

 
It’s not hard to relax at the Langhorne Creek pub! 

 
Just part of an impressive turn out of Ford Ts 

 

The McNeil 1907 two-cylinder Darracq climbs the Ashbourne Hill 
 

The McDougall 1904 6 h.p. De Dion and the Le Busque AX Renault 

Clever timing – the coincidence of the Annual Rally and publishing weekend for the Bulletin – means we 
get another chance this issue to cover the events of the Strathalbyn weekend, four weeks on. Looking back, 
none of the gloss has gone, and thanks to the many photographers I think we’ve captured most of the 60 or 
so veterans present. Once a technical difficulty has been solved, full photo coverage will appear on the club 
website; in the meantime enjoy the photos inside. Thanks to Tony Beaven, David Chantrell, Larry Clarke, 
and Andrew and Frances McDougall for supplying photographs. 
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  Meetings 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. 

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 4 May, when 
Tony Beaven will entertain us with photos from 

museums around the world. At the June 1 meeting 
the proposed draft amendments for our constitution 
will be presented, followed by a Q and A 
discussion on veteran vehicle maintenance. 

The Annual General Meeting of the club will be 
held on July 6. 

 

  From the Committee 
Tim presented the numbers for the Strathalbyn 
Rally and it has made a profit of about $80 after 
tea, coffee, milk & bikkies was deducted. There 
still may be some outstanding debts, so the number 
may change. Well done to all for a great rally. 

Nominations for all committee positions need 

to be in to our Secretary by no later than the 

conclusion of our June meeting. 

 

  From the Editor 
 

Strathalbyn 

For me, one of the high points of the Strathalbyn 
Rally was the number of people – many of them 
Strathalbyn locals – who came out expressly to see 
the cars and bikes. While the crowd inspecting the 
vehicles and watching our departure from the oval 
on Saturday was notable, it was those out on the 
Ashbourne Hill on Sunday morning that impressed 
me the most. Bay to Birdwood aside, I can’t think 
of an event that I’ve participated in where people 
actually came out to watch! 

Also pleasing was the coverage we received in the 
local paper, the Southern Argus. Not only did we 
again rate front-page coverage, but also a colour 
photo spread on page 12. 

Of course this publicity does not come by accident, 
and we need to thank John Hancock for his work 
publicising the event with the media. John prepared 
a media release which was circulated to the various 
outlets. We live in busy times, and many interests 
compete for coverage in the media who in turn 
fight for the attention of the public. The spectators 
on our Strathalbyn rally are a reminder that a 
decent collection of veteran vehicles can still pull a 
crowd. 

And speaking of publicity, we received some from 
unexpected quarters recently, when our newsletter 
was circulated by email to members of one of the 
larger historic motorcycle clubs in S.A. I received 
two most interesting emails as a result: with one 

reader sending a print from a glass negative 
showing James McInnes’ White steamer – the one 
he drove at Strathalbyn – as it appeared around the 
time of the Great War. Unsurprisingly James was 
thrilled to receive what is to date the earliest piece 
of documentation relating to his car. A story to 
follow, James? 

 

Not only the front page photos and article, but also an 

impressive photo spread on page 12 of the Southern Argus 

Bulletin Editor: Leon Mitchell 
tel. (08) 8278 5120  email editor@vccsa.org.au  

Contributions on any veteran motoring topic  
most welcome! 
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  The Stevens Motor in Australia 
An encounter with a stationary engine at the 

National Motor Museum, Birdwood, sets the 

mind ticking on the subject of motor cycles, motor 

cars, boats and engines 

Many readers may know that Vivian Lewis, 
Limited, offered among their products a range of 
‘Lewis’ petrol motors suitable for general use 
about farm or factory. Some months back I was 
asked to comment on a petrol engine which forms 
part of the NMM collection at Birdwood: could it 
be a Lewis? 

Although information about Lewis petrol engines 
is a little sparse, there is at least one surviving 
motor and a number of contemporary illustrations 
to provide guidance on the general layout of such a 
beast, and alas the NMM motor did not match up. 
And yet it was possible to identify the motor, 
which has a link of sorts with the Lewis story. 

The Stevens Motor Manufacturing Co., Pelham 
Street, Wolverhampton, was the predecessor to the 
well known firm of A. J. Stevens and Co., 
manufacturer from 1910 of the AJS motorcycle. 
The company history is well known, and is 
documented on the Wolverhampton Local History 
website: 
www.localhistory.scit.wlv.ac.uk/Museum/Transport/Motorcycles/ajs.htm 

What is less well known is the contribution that 
Stevens made in Australia, where it seems 
something like 600 of its motors were used to 
power Lewis motorcycles – both air- and water-
cooled – between 1905 and early 1910 when 
Stevens ceased production of proprietary engines 
to concentrate on producing the AJS motorcycle. 

 
Sydney Morning Herald, 10 Jan. 1908 

 
Sydney Morning Herald, 8 Feb. 1908 

 
Sydney Morning Herald, 28 Jan. 1911 

 
Sydney Morning Herald, 6 May 1911 

 
The NMM stationary/marine motor (centre) flanked by a c1905 Stevens advertisement and a photograph of a 

c1905 Stevens stationary plant. While there are minor differences in the timing chest detail, the family 

resemblance is strong enough to identify the NMM motor as originating from the Stevens Motor Mfg. Co.
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Despite using the 3 h.p. single-cylinder Stevens 
motor in their motor cycles (about which more 
another time), no explicit reference has been found 
to Lewis using Stevens power any other vehicle. 
Lewis did, however, advertise 6 h.p. twin-cylinder 
tri-cars in 1907 and 1908. These would have been 
similar in appearance and layout to Howard’s 
Phoenix, and may have used a Stevens engine such 
as this one, advertised in The Motor of the period: 

 
Readers of the fine print will note mention of “4 
h.p. W.C. Single Cyl. for Boats and Stationary 
Work” (which likely describes the NMM survivor), 
as well as a 16/18 h.p. motor car engine. The 
following illustration of the 1905 16/18 h.p. model 
comes from another period advertisement: 

 
Searching through old newspapers I have drawn a 
blank regarding the Stevens engine in South 
Australia: so far as I know there was not an agent 
here, but it is possible that Lewis handled a few 
before the introduced their own ‘Lewis’ Petrol 
Motor in 1908. If so, the NMM motor may have a 
‘Lewis’ past; indeed were it sold by Lewis it may 
well have been called ‘Lewis’ at the time of sale.  
The Sydney agent (Hall Bros.?) seems to have had 
some success with Stevens motors, as there are 
several mentions of Stevens-powered launches in 
the period Sydney press (see advertisements p. 3). 
I wonder did any Australian firm dabble with the 
Stevens car engine. Do any twins or fours survive? 

 

  More on the Gilbert “Lewis” Aster 

No response yet to our call for help on the 
Gilbert/Treblig mystery (see last issue), but I will 
use this as an excuse to publish again Mike 
Sheehan’s postcard of (presumably) the Gilbert 
family in their Lewis/Aster, together with a 
photograph of the 10/12 h.p. West Aster chassis 

produced by West, Limited, of London. In South 

Australian Motor Cars 1881 – 1942, George 
Brooks associated the Lewis/Aster with the Heron 
Aster, however since West Limited built cars for 
Heron it is perhaps more likely that the cars were 
sourced directly from West. Names please! 
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  The International Situation 
Ode to our treasured 1911 International Harvester Auto Wagon on the occasion of her one hundredth 

birthday, by Ron and Nita Clarke 
 

On South Australia’s western coast, back over a hundred years or more, 
In a wayback farming area, (just a post office and a store) 
Lived brothers, Carl and Louis Will, in the area known as Goode. 
Who tinkered with mechanical things, so they thought they really should –  
Carefully read the catalogue that had just come in the mail, 
About a new fangled horseless carriage that International had for sale. 
Said Louis Will to brother Carl, “I think I’d like to try one” 
“Yes” said the enthusiastic Louis, “I reckon we ought to buy one.” 
 

So pen was put to paper, and the order sent away, 
farming was a bit forgotten, as they awaited the happy day. 
A couple of anxious months went past, they got the new shed ready, 
and at last the good ship “Yandra” tied up to Ceduna Jetty. 
The whole town came out to see, the long awaited prize, 
and bachelors Carl and Louis had the love light in their eyes. 
But the light of love was not for any maiden, young and fair, 
but rather for this beautiful IHC wagon that was temptingly sitting there. 
 

The new machine was the heart’s desire of every mother’s son, 
with its polished brass accessories a-shining in the sun. 
The proud new owners took a while to read the book of instruction, 
they checked the oil, they opened the covers, they studied every function. 
No shortage of volunteers to push it on to the nearby land, 
then Carl quite bravely took the cranking handle in his hand. 
The lovely sound of twin cylinder power, and some smoke in a cloud of black, 
The onlookers, were fascinated, but cautiously stepped back. 
 

The local dogs were whimpering and whining and scarce could raise a sound, 
As the brothers Will, engaged the gears and headed for the town. 
The local drunk out on the road, hastily changed his wobbling course, 
“Strike me pink” he weakly cried, “That cart has lost it’s ‘orse.” 
He turned around and went right back to where the beer was flowing, 
To tell his mates how “The ‘orse was gone and the flamin’ thing kept goin’ ” ! 
“It just aint blinkin’ natcheral”  “I dunno what ter think” 
“I’ll ‘ave ter get it orf me mind”  “I’ll ‘ave ter ‘ave another drink” 
 

Some or the local critics said “Well everyone knows of course--” 
“These smoking, oil dripping monsters will never replace the horse.” 
Well the IHC quick proved its worth, and soon was joined by others, 
As several followed the daring lead of the Carl and Louis brothers. 
And so life went not so quietly along, newer makes and models were acquired’ 
And Carl and Louis pride and joy was eventually retired. 
They still remembered their first love, and carefully put her away, 
In the same old shed they’d built for her in those heady early days. 
 

And there she lay for many years, quietly resting on her laurels so to speak, 
Not a part was robbed, or a bolt undone, they kept her quite complete. 
Around about nineteen forty nine, I went with my Father Bill, 
On a nostalgic trip back to Ceduna, and we visited the brothers Will. 
My Dad remembered the IHC and the times it would come in to town, 
The Wills declared it was a reliable old girl, and seldom let them down. 
Our family lived on the old West Coast, the Will’s were friends of my Dad, 
They survived but we went “broke” in the depression when things went bad. 

 

 

Ron and Nita with their International Harvester 

Auto Wagon, built and first sold in 1911 

 

 

Celebrating 100 years, at Strathalbyn 2011 

 

 

Motive power  
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Continued from previous page... 

Now they stood reminiscing, the Wills and Dad, the old IHC gathering dust, 
They mentioned that it could be for sale, to someone they could trust. 
They wanted it cared for, and not go for “scrap”, to be loved and respected still, 
They even offered the dear old lady to the care of my Father Bill. 
As a son of my Dad, a budding engineer, I admired this lovely old International 
But Dad would not hear of our taking it home, to him it was simply not rational. 
“You can’t drive that thing, it’s much too old. It’s rubbish” he strongly did declare, 
My pleading was vain, I was left to lament, we went off and left it there. 
 
But all was not lost! My brother in law Gordon, to get it was really keen, 
He contacted the Wills’ and asked the price, and could he buy the old machine? 
The Wills were assured their old girl would be loved, and cared for, for better or worse. 
So for twenty five pounds, the ownership changed, and the old ‘Inter’ went in to ‘reverse’. 
It was back to the jetty from whence it had come, and back in the “Yandra” ship’s hold,  
 Then back to the wharf in Adelaide where it had left in days of old. 
This was not the end of the wagon’s reverses, again it had admiration and pride, 
Yes it was back to the glory of show and shine that veteran car rallies provide. 
 
Gordon decided that the grand old lady should have a complete restoration 
It was taken apart and the work was commenced, but it met with a sad situation. 
Sadly Gordon’s ill health put the wagon in limbo, for some years before he sadly died, 
And his loved wife Phyllis, my sister, before she too passed away, asked me to keep it aside. 
“Just leave it in pieces, until our grandson John, grows up and can choose to retain it”.  
“It must stay in the family” “If John doesn’t want it, then at long last you can regain it.” 
So it lay in my shed for many long years, until John decided it would be for the best, 
If I bought his rights, the wagon in the family to stay, to fulfil his grandparents request. 
 
Now fifty long years after I first saw the lady, and badly wanted to bring her home then, 
At last she was mine, an assortment of parts, which I was thrilled to assemble again. 
All things will come, (so we’re told) to those who wait. But sometimes the waiting is tough,  
Our needs are most met, but our wants may fulfil if we’re prepared to wait long enough! 
For years we have shared her cantankerous ways, that are part of her fascination, 
You can crank all you like if she “don’t want to go”. That can cause a bit of frustration. 
But Ahh! Her good days, when she runs all day, with nought but a big spray of oil, 
We dwell on her virtues. No tyres to puncture or pump, no radiator to boil. 
 
Then the fan belt breaks, or the tyres come off, or the heads of the valves come asunder, 
There a myriad reasons to cause her to stop, and to cause us to “get out and get under”. 
So many times we set off on a run all clean and tidy, and wind up all oily and greasy, 
The famous political phrase so aptly describes: “Life was not meant to be easy”  
I suppose it seems fair, we both get wet when it rains, and the wind in our face is quite chilling, 
To roll down a hill when the brakes are on holiday, is a sensation really quite thrilling! 
We keep on keeping on, oft perplexed to define, her foibles that defy our detection 
It sound crazy we know, these problems just go, to heighten our stubborn affection, 
 
Literature tells us that “Love is blind” We reckon they had veteran vehicles in mind, 
You’d have to be blind, and half ‘nuts’ as well, to put up with cars of this kind. 
Do we love ‘em or loathe ‘em? Is often deep felt, but we concede that love ‘em we do, 
Do we really own her or does she own us? At times we just wonder, who is working for who? 
She’s outlived her builders and some owners as well, may her carers of the future hold her dear, 
Unlike us mortals, we wish her perpetual life, as we celebrate her one hundredth year. 
 

Ron and Nita Clarke, Murray Bridge, 2011 
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 Upcoming Events 
Sunday 

15
th

 May 2011 

Run to Mylor Oval Note unusual date! A day at the Mylor Oval, with 
members trying out different vehicles in an ‘off-road’ situation around the 
edge of the Mylor Oval. Depending on the weather there is a barbeque to 
use, so if it’s a nice day it will be a bring-your-own barbeque lunch. Start 
10 AM at Crafers Hotel car park or go directly to Mylor Oval at 11 AM. 
BYO everything. There is the Mylor General Store over the road from the 
oval that will be open for goodies. 
 

Sunday 

5
th

 June 2011 

Brunch Run Meet at Veal Gardens for a short run to Villi’s Cafe for 
brunch – Neil Francis is organising. 
 
 

Saturday 

9
th

 July 2011 

VCCSA Annual Dinner at Kooyonga Golf Club. David Chantrell will 
talk about “Fashion”. Put the date in your diary please! Details to follow. 

  Cobram 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally, March 17th-20th 2011

Don and Sue Le Busque report on veteran 

motoring over the border 

The VCCA (Victoria) 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally was 
again held at Cobram, where the quiet, flat roads 
and great scenery are ideal for the 51 cars and 7 
motorcycles which attended. Among the entries 
were 6 Cadillacs, 4 Brushes and 10 Renaults. We 
took our 1911 Renault AX Runabout to this very 
well organised Victorian event, along with fellow 
S.A. entrants Howard Filtness and Dianne Barber 
(1906 Phoenix Tricar), Graham and Josie Treloar 
(1913 Triumph Motorcycle), and Geoff and Chris 
Chennells (1909 Sizaire et Naudin Roadster), and 
entrants from Tasmania, NSW, and WA. 

The Rally headquarters were again at the excellent 
RACV Resort, from which we ventured out each 
day under the direction of organisers Fiona Lane 
and Daryl Meek. On Thursday we arrived too late 
to take part in the ‘shake down’ run to Thompson’s 
Beach Café on the banks of the Murray River, but 
reports about the drinks and snacks available made 
us wish we had been in time. 

On Friday we drove by a picturesque route to 
Tungamah, where we had an excellent BBQ lunch 
at the local hotel. Kids from the local primary 
school had a wonderful time looking at the cars on 
display; some even had rides in some of the cars. 
We visited the Historical Museum, opened 
specially for us on that day, and had an interesting 
time there. The route “home” to Cobram was 
enjoyable, and we arrived back in time to rest up 
before the evening meal. 

Saturday’s run was a 100 km round trip across the 
border into NSW, to Finley, where we stopped for 
lunch at the Finley Museum and Log Cabin. 
Sandwiches and cakes were provided by Museum 
volunteers; they were delicious, and there was 
more than enough for us all. The Museum has 
tractors, cars, motorcycles and stationary engines, 
along with a variety of other memorabilia. On the 
return trip, we stopped at ‘The Drop’, which is a 
feature of the Mulwala Canal, the largest irrigation 
canal in the Southern Hemisphere. ‘The Drop’ is a 
control gate which allows the water to flow over a 
natural land fault, and is quite spectacular. 

 
Howard and Dianne aboard the Phoenix 

The Saturday evening meal had a ‘Mystery and 
Make Believe’ theme, and many people wore 
costumes of varying degrees of complexity, adding 
to the fun of the night. There was also a trivia quiz 
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(car-related, of course!). All evening meals were at 
the RACV Resort, and caterer Robyn Stewart and 
her team did a great job. 

On Sunday, we visited another museum, this time 
The Tocumwal Railway Heritage Museum, which 
displays material dating back to 1908. More 
wonderful cakes for morning tea! The finale was 
lunch at the Barooga Pub, where farewells were 
made. 

We really enjoyed this rally, and congratulate 
Fiona and Daryl for once again organising such a 
wonderful event. The Victorian Club members 
made us feel very welcome, and it was nice to see 
some of them again two weeks later at our Club’s 
Strathalbyn Rally. Looking forward to next year’s 
1 & 2 Event! 

[Photos from this event can be seen on the VCCA 
(Vic.) website www.veterancarclub.org.au ] 

 

 

Four cars, four 

cylinders: a line-up of 

Brush cars at the 

VCCA (Vic.) Cobram 

Rally. 

 

  The Dandurand “Pullman”  
 

Q: What did the King of the Belgians and 

Canadian real estate promoter and bon vivant  

U. H. Dandurand have in Common? 
A: A taste for gigantic motor vehicles, perhaps? 

The August 2010 Bulletin contained a snippet from 
the Adelaide Advertiser of December 6, 1901: 

The King of the Belgians is said to own the most 
expensive motor car ever built. It is a palace on wheels, 
and contains a sitting-room, a sleeping chamber, toilet 
rooms, and servants’ quarters. Its reservoir holds 25 
gallons of gasoline. The cost of the car was £10,000. 

At the time I speculated that there was perhaps 
some confusion with a railway carriage, but a most 
interesting correspondence from Warren Hicks, a 
former South Australian now living in Victoria, has 
caused a rethink. Warren’s letter included the 
following item from Cars of Canada by Hugh 
Durnford and Glenn Baechler (McClelland & 
Stewart, 1973): 

By far the most unusual Dandurand vehicle was a huge 
machine which can best be likened to a railway Pullman 
car with rubber tires and a steering wheel. Designed by 
Henri Dandurand [son of UHD] to make excursions for 
family and a few friends as luxurious as possible, the 
golden-brown behemoth was completed by body builder 
Pierre Brault early in 1910 at a cost of $20,000. It was in 
fact called “the Pullman” by the family. The monster was 
26 feet, 3 inches long, and 6 feet, 6 inches wide. It could 
hold 25 people and sleep 11, including two servants who 

used a berth in the driver’s compartment. A six-foot-
square “stateroom” accommodated five women and 
another the same size was used as a smoking room or 
dining room. A kitchenette and a wash-room with a 
folding basin were also fully equipped from linen to cake-
boxes. 

 
The interior of the Danduran “Pullman” 

The interior, of solid mahogany, was decorated with 
specially made gold-lace-trimmed green velvet curtains 
and a “Pullman-type” rug. There were four interior phones 
including one to the driver, stained-glass windows to filter 
light gently during the day, and 21 electric lights for night. 
For driving, there were six lamps in front, two each 
operated by electricity, acetylene and kerosene-plus a red 
tail light. Because the back of the vehicle was a traditional 
observation platform with railing, steps and all, there were 
also a dome light and two red, white, and green railway 
signal lamps. Five lockers under the vehicle held four 
planks for strengthening bridges, as well as block and 
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tackle, ropes, pick, shovel, saw, and 50 extra gallons of 
gas. 
The monster, well-known around Montreal, was used at 
many public events. It was so heavy at 11,700 pounds that 
50 men were needed to drag it into the 1913 Montreal auto 
show where it splintered and cracked the floor. The 
Dandurand family used it for day-long trips on the Island 
of Montreal to Lake St. Louis or the Riviere des Milles 
Isles, but there are conflicting reports as to whether it ever 
left the island. One report says that it was too heavy for 
any existing bridges or ferries but another insists that the 
Pullman was used in 1921 to carry delegates to a Canadian 
Good Roads Association conference in Quebec City. In 
1924 the machine was sold for use as a bus in Ste. 

Hyacinthe, Quebec, but when this proved impractical it 
came to its final rest as a summer chalet. 

Although conceived eight years and thousands of 
miles apart, the dream cars of Dandurand and the 
King of the Belgians have much in common, 
harking from the days when the standard for 
luxurious travel was the Pullman-style railway car. 
The unambiguous existence of the Dandurand 
“Pullman” leaves us wondering whether there was 
a “giant” loose on Belgian roads in 1901. Can 
anyone come up with a photo?  LWM

 

 
The Dandurand “Pullman”, from Cars of Canada (McClelland and Stewart, 1973) 

  Dinner for 122, Strathalbyn 2011  
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  More Strathalbyn 2011

 
Roger Cross and Jenny Carter – first time out for their Maxwell 

 
Peter Allen and passenger in the 1905 Pope Tribune 

 
Clear roads 

 
Rodney Attwood – successful first ride on his 211cc 1914 Radco  

  For Sale and Wanted 

Wanted: Complete steering box and column, or 
just the parts circled in the drawing, for 1911-12 
Austin 12-15 h.p. Contact Ross Bartlett  (08) 8536 
2762 (a.h.) or 0418 812 487 

 

For Sale: The following items were found during 
shed cleanup; sell for $10 each. Veteran Talbot 
rear axle, squared centre, 4 flanged outside; 1920s 
Chev 4 tail shaft; 1920s Ford T cylinder head; 
Tiller Olds rear wheel brake drum, good order; 
Veteran De Dion tail shaft (believed). Veteran 
large Berliet Truck magneto, made by Marcel 
Masson, cap missing suit collector, known history. 
Also BMC B series complete diff. centre $250. 
Good order. Location: Adelaide Hills, email photos 
available on request. Contact email enquiries to 
simcross@optusnet.com.au  

Wanted: Volunteers to take on roles on the 
Committee for 2011-12. The nomination form is on 
the back page of the March Bulletin, and needs to 
be completed by the June meeting.  

 


