
 

 
Bulletin June 2011  Page 1 

 
 

 
Website: www.vccsa.org.au 

Bulletin of  

the Veteran Car Club  

of South Australia, 

Inc. 

Vol. 5, No. 11 

June 2011 

 

Chairman:  Howard Filtness 8272 0594  Treasurer:  Tim Rettig 8338 2590 
Secretary:  Dianne Barber 8272 0594  Rallymaster:  Phil Keane 8277 2468 
Committee:  Peter Allen 8353 3438  Neil Francis  8373 4992  Terry Parker 

David Chantrell 8345 0665  Public Officer Dudley Pinnock 8379 2441  
Address for Correspondence: 

3 Malcolm St, Millswood, South Australia 5034  secretary@vccsa.org.au  

  Driving Day at Mylor, 15 May 2011  

 

Trish sampling Mabel the Ford T 

 

Single speed, no clutch – a different way to motor 

 

Tony looking most pleased with himself at the wheel of Barry’s Rover 
 

Arthur and Mabel – combined age 195+ 

  Meetings 

The Club meets at 8 PM on the first Wednesday of 
each month, except January, at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset Ave. Assemble at 
7.30 for a pre-meeting chat.  
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 1 May, when 
Dudley Pinnock will make a presentation of the 
proposed changes to the Rules (Constitution) of the 

Club. Following this there will be a Question and 
Answer session hosted by Neil Francis on the 
custodianship of veteran vehicles. 
The Annual General Meeting of the club will be 
held on Wednesday July 6. Following the AGM 
there will be photos of Strathalbyn shown on the 
screen during supper. 
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  From the Committee 
From the Secretary 

As you will see from the article I wrote, we had a 
very successful day out at the Mylor Oval on 
Sunday 15th May.  The Committee are planning 
that this will lead to more of the same type of 
outings. 

A subscription renewal form is included in this 
Bulletin for 2011/12. Would everyone please fill in 
all the details, as I will be issuing a current 
membership list after subs are paid, and I need 
permission from all members re disclosure of 
information. I cannot complete the Membership list 
unless all forms are returned. I will be contacting 
all recent new members for their permission also. 

We welcome new members, Tony Beaven, Brian 
Hussey and Malcolm Roberts. We have issued 
membership applications also to Roger Pope, Rob 
Priest and Bob Sellar, and when completed will 
bring our membership to 108! 

The Club is making a donation to the National 
Motor Museum in honour of George Brooks who 
recently passed away. This will be used in the 
George Brooks Library area. As George was 
passionately involved in preservation, use and 

history of Veteran and Vintage cars, the Committee 
thought it would be fitting to donate the profits of 
our recent two-day event at Strathalbyn to this 
cause. 

We have had an email from a Tim Griffiths in the 
UK requesting information about any cars that 
were manufactured in Birmingham prior to WW2 – 
he is writing a book and has seen Gavin’s 
Wolseley on our website. If anyone else has any 
information, please contact me for Tim’s details. 
He is coming to Australia later in the year. 

Greg Mahon took part, with his Ford ‘T’, in a very 
successful outing to the Flinders Medical Centre 
recently, and children and adults alike had a very 
enjoyable time. It was organised by Andy 
Applebee for the education section of the National 
Motor Museum. Thank you on behalf of the Club, 
Greg.     Dianne 

Nominations for all committee positions need 

to be in to our Secretary by no later than the 

conclusion of our June meeting. 

 

  From the Editor 
 

Happy Snaps 

Thanks to those (named last month) who 
contributed photos for the Strathalbyn Rally – the 
minor technical problem mentioned last week is 
now solved and there are 100+ photos of the rally 
on the club website http://vccsa.org.au . But many 
photos are sometimes not enough – John Hancock 
is searching for high quality action photos of Fanny 
the Phanomobile “on the road” at Strath. John has 
been responsible for some marvellous publicity 
generated for the club, and he points out that the 
one of the difficulties is maintaining a supply of 
excellent quality, high resolution photos of our 
veterans in action – preferably photos involving 
happy, active humans! If you have a “stand-out” 
photo among your snaps, please share it with us – 
perhaps we can get your photo into print to help 
advertise the club. 

This month’s issue 

A bit of a squeeze again this month: note that your 
re-joining form is on page 10, and that Phil has 
commandeered page 3 to advertise the Club Dinner 
coming up next month. Please act on both of these 
as soon as you can: both need to be dealt within the 
next month!  

Thanks to Di Barber, James McInnes, and Nigel 
Steele Scott for their contributions to this month’s 
issue, and thanks and apologies to James and 
Adrian Denman for other material they supplied 
but which has been over until next month. 

 

Bulletin Editor: Leon Mitchell 
tel. (08) 8278 5120  email editor@vccsa.org.au  

Contributions on any veteran motoring topic  
most welcome! 
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Veteran Car Club of SA 
6thAnnual Dinner 

 
9th July 2011 

Kooyonga Golf Club 
25 May Terrace Lockleys 

7.00 for 7.30pm start 
Gates open at 6.45pm 
Cost $52.00 per person 

 
Drinks to your account at the bar. 

 
Special dietary requirements are to be 

notified to Phil Keane by 28/6/11 
 

Bookings are essential. 
 

As you and your partner are probably 
coming, we will be amongst good company 

for the evening. 
 

The Kooyonga steaks are the best in town. 
The desserts are even better!! 

 
Any enquiries to Phil Keane 

Tel. 82772468    Mob 0417 819 080 
 

Payments to be made by 1st of July. 
 
 

Booking slip below – please cut and return 
with cheque prior to 1/7/11 

 

Veteran Car Club of SA Annual Dinner 
 
Persons attending: 
 
Payment:   $                     Cheque to be sent to VCCoSA 3 Malcolm Street Millswood 5034 
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  Six-cylinder Sunbeam 

Now that the 1950s is closer to the birth date of a 

veteran car than the present our snapshots of “old 

cars” warrant a closer look 

Last time we dipped into Jack Nelson’s box of snaps – 
taken with his trusted box brownie – we came up with a 
splendid veteran Straker Squire whose subsequent fate 
has yet to be explained. 
This time we step up a couple of cylinders and a foot or 
so in wheelbase and examine three photos of a 
particularly fine six-cylinder Sunbeam, owned at the 
time – sometime in the 1950s – by then VCCA (Vic.) 
member Ray Standerwick. For a number of years Ray 
had a car museum in Lakes Entrance in eastern 
Victoria. 

Ray Standerwick looks proud of his 1913 25-30 Sunbeam 

Jack’s recollection is that there may have been a touring 
body on the chassis early in Ray’s ownership, and later 
a hydraulically-braked front axle was fitted in place of 
the original un-braked affair. Ray, who died about three 
years ago, was keen to emphasise the ‘racer’ in the car. 

Asbestos tape treatment for the ribbed exhaust manifold 

UK Sunbeam expert (and keeper of the Sunbeam 
Register www.sunbeamregister.com ) Bruce Dowell 
was able to confirm the car as a 25-30 h.p. of c1913 
which, at 6.1 litres, was a vehicle with both 
performance and stamina. There are only two known 
survivors from the approx. 450 built: one in Australia, 
and another in the UK. The Australian car has been in 
the Sevenoaks family for some years, and, fully 

restored, has been offered for sale a number of times in 
recent years. 

No, the car in the background wasn’t on a rally 

If various recent auction catalogues are to be believed, 
the Sevenoaks car comes with impeccable provenance, 
from the car landing in Brisbane in 1913 until the 
present day. While we can’t vouch for the whole 
provenance, the McGhie Motor Co. Ltd. advertisement 
below, from the Brisbane Courier in October 1913, 
inviting the reader “to see the 25.30 h.p. six-cylinder 
“Sunbeam” we have just taken delivery of” certainly 
supports the early part of the story. 

 
Since the claimed provenance of the Sevenoaks car 
does not involve a stint in Victoria, we are left with the 
obvious question: Is the car in Jack’s photos the 
Sevenoaks car in an undocumented stage of its life, or a 
different car entirely? If the latter, where is it now?
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 Upcoming Events 

Sunday 

5
th

 June 2011 

Brunch Run 10am for 10.30 start from Neil Francis’ home, 53 
Marlborough St, Malvern (corner Rugby and Marlborough Streets – best 
approached from Unley Rd to avoid closed streets) for a short run 
finishing at Vili’s Café on South Road. The roads are wide at Neil’s – 
good parking for moderns and trailers. Meet at Neil’s and hitch a ride in a 
veteran? 
 

Saturday 

9
th

 July 2011 

VCCSA Annual Dinner at Kooyonga Golf Club. Less than 6 weeks 

away! After dinner talk by David Chantrell. See page 3 – get your tickets 

now! 

 
Sat. & Sun. 

14 & 15
th

 April 2012 

Annual 2-Day Rally The Committee has set the date for next year’s 2-
day rally as 14th & 15th April in the Barossa Valley. There will be an 
extra day on Friday 13th for those interested. This is the weekend 
following Easter in 2012. The Committee are discussing block booking 
accommodation to have a central hub where everyone can be located 
together. 

 

  Driving day, Mylor Oval, 15 May 2011 

Dianne Barber reports on a fun day out in the 

hills 

“Didn’t we have a loverly time, the day we went to 
Mylor!” Nearly forty people came for a very social day, 
organised by David Chantrell to get people driving and 
riding in cars other than their own. We had several new 
people come: Adrian Brown, who came to our last 
monthly meeting, brought his family, and they all drove 
or rode in every car there. Alan and Trish saw the notice 
in the Club Notes, phoned to ask if they could come 
from Gawler, and Alan had several drives. Beth Evans 
(Phil’s wife) came to her first car club event, and ended 
up driving both David’s Model ‘T’ Mabel, and 
Howard’s Napier, as did I – what fun. Being “off road” 
gave me the courage to try something that I never 
thought I would do, and David’s gentle encouragement 
in the Ford made it all possible. Don’t know quite how I 
would go on the open road, but Beth and I thought we 
could do a road trip, like Thelma and Louise! Trish 
Keane drove David’s Ford and enjoyed herself 
immensely. Michele Chantrell had her first drive of 
Mabel, the children both got into the swing of it and 
had a try, David had his first ride on a veteran 
motorcycle, and also his first drive of a Rover (Barry 
Bahnisch), Sunbeam Alpine (Phil Keane), and the 

Napier. Ryan Hatcliffe (a champion motorcycle 
speedway rider) had a field day on the Bell, as he is not 
quite 16 and can’t take the bike on the road yet! Dave 
Hatcliffe had a drive of the Napier and Tony Beaven 
tried all the cars and had his first ride on a motorcycle 
since he was a teenager! Ian Voysey and Greg Mahon 
had their ‘T’s’ there and gave people drives (including 
Howard!), and Greg brought his Triumph motorcycle, 
which people enjoyed. Margaret Tuckey had her first 
drive of the Hupmobile. David Laubsch had his first 
ride on a veteran motorcycle, and loved the Bell. 

James McInnes was over from Melbourne, and drove 
Neil’s Napier to Crafers, but unfortunately Neil had a 
lunch engagement and couldn’t continue on to Mylor. 
James had a lovely day, trying all the cars. Peter 
Mullins brought Arthur up, and Arthur had a drive of 
David’s Ford!  Charlie Tuckey’s friends Bob and Anna 
drove the Hupmobile to and from Mylor and Chris 
Whittall had a drive of the Napier. Mike and Shirley 
Sheehan made up the rest of the party.  

John Hancock twice left home in the Gregoire, to be let 
down by clutch problems, and was very sorry to have 
missed a great day out.  

Thank you David. 
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  Strathalbyn – a Great Success 
 

Interstate member James McInnes looks back to 

our Annual Rally... 

I am so pleased to have participated in one of the 
best Veteran Rallies I have ever been on. The 
VCCSA Annual Two-day Rally at Strathalbyn was 
a great success because of six contributing factors: 

The admirable organisational skills of the 
team, including Leon Mitchell, Howard Filtness, 
Dianne Barber, Phil Keane, Neil Francis and 
their partners, and all the support teams 
including Ryan and Jeff Hatcliffe and Ross and 
Lynette Bartlett.  

Vehicles from the most interesting and 

innovative era of automotive and motorcycle 

engineering history. Around 1914 the 
experimental vehicle designs and innovations 
waned and were replaced by the more 
conventional. There was an incredible variety on 
the Strathalbyn run from the water-cooled 
Lewis, 4-cylinder F.N., Douglas Twin (I use to 
own one too), the Phanomobile and Phoenix, the 
amazing Ford Ts with their dual pedal planetary 
gearbox systems, the V8, 4, 2 and single cylinder 
De Dion Boutons, IHC, White, Stanley, Renaults 
and all the others. These days you could swap 
80% of the designs and parts between modern 
cars and not tell the difference. Imagine 
combining parts of a Phoenix with a White 
Steamer – you would have a 3 wheeled steam 
and fire breathing Tuk Tuk with 2 steering 
wheels, a 2 speed diff, whistle and able to go as 
fast backwards as forwards???  

A superb venue combining history, beautiful 
scenery, and a mix of flat and hilly driving with 
lots of enthusiastic locals out to watch and wave 
us on.  

Perfect autumn (Adelaide) weather.  

A hub rally. This is the only way to go to 
minimise the stress and maximise the enjoyment 
of the drivers and families of these extraordinary 
old vehicles. I don’t like the VCCV Annual 2-
Day Rallies where you drive too far in a day 
carrying your entire luggage and then drive back 
the next day. I inevitably get left behind. On the 
last Melbourne to Ballarat run I did I pulled into 
the morning tea stop as the majority were pulling 
out. The White can keep up a good pace but if 
you have to refuel you have to do it safely, 

extinguish your fire, roll into the garage with 
stored steam, release air pressure, refuel, roll the 
car well away from the petrol station as they 
don’t like seeing you light a match in their 
vicinity! All of this can set you back 30 minutes. 
The car has a ferocious appetite for petrol: 10 
m.p.g. is typical so the range is barely 100 miles.  

Best of all last – an extraordinary bunch of 

like-minded eccentric fanatics and families of 
all ages, shapes, sex and sizes in the one place at 
the one time. And not all bodily features, 
functions, appendages and accessories need to be 
or are expected to be performing or looking like 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and Paris Hilton 
(although Angus and Maria Archibald could get 
away with it!). The rest of us, with the exception 
of most of the ladies and those under 40, can 
hide behind lots of coats hats (don’t forget to 
tether them). I always forget to shave on Veteran 
car runs. It must be something to do with letting 
it all hang out.  

I really enjoyed the entire event and we had six 
passengers on all segments of the rally. My three 
sons and two girlfriends each had a drive of the 
White and they swapped around with Ken and Judy 
Russell. Ken even allowed my three sons to have a 
drive of his very lively and shiny Stanley whilst 
Judy warmed up in the back of the White. Aaron 
went home Saturday night to attend three 21st 
parties and was back the next morning, sober but 
quiet! 

The motorcycles (and riders), were great fun to 
watch and tended to overtake us and leave us 
behind. Maree Cowie was more at home on her 
1912 Rudge than with her boyfriend Wayne. 
Maree, don’t be surprised if Wayne welds your 
rims to your frame. If I were Wayne I would be 
jealous of that Rudge too! It was also great fun 
being temporary neighbours to the very hospitable 
Cowie family, Max, Jenny, Maree and Wayne. We 
shared a few beers and Max, Maree and Wayne all 
rode my penny farthing on Sunday morning. Max 
was a pro and even dismounted with leg over 
action but only Jenny will know if there was any 
“dangly bit” damage. 

I towed the White over on a tandem trailer from 
Melbourne on Friday afternoon after working from 
6:30am until midday. I arrived at 10:30pm at the 
Strathalbyn Caravan Park and my two elder sons 
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Tate and Aaron and Tate’s friend Hayley arrived 
from Adelaide about 11pm. Saturday morning was 
a great hill climb to Macclesfield and we stopped 
for morning tea and a replenishment of five gallons 
of water drawn from a spring at the rear of the old 
Macclesfield pub. The pub owner kindly provided 
this service and some interesting pub history. Ken 
probably used more water as his non-condensing 
Stanley does a mile a gallon of H2O. Don and Sue 
LeBusque effortlessly sailed up the hills. I could 
not keep pace with them. At this stage the Phoenix 
was also travelling well. Jerri-Lee Miller and Rob 
Miller over took us at one stage and were seen 
holding hands as they sailed over the next hill on 
their Douglas and Rudge motorcycles. Was one 
towing the other or was it unleashed love? Back to 
Strath for lunch and on the way back I had a couple 
of Pilot outages. The 1906 model is more prone to 
this than the later model Whites. The only loss is 
the hair on the back of your hands as the match 
rekindles the fire often with a “wumph” and the 
loss of a few minutes of driving time. It is 
entertaining for passengers though. 

Lunch and the gathering afterwards as Leon 
attempted to instruct deaf and excited and 
distracted veteran drivers as to the directions for 
the next afternoons jaunt. 

Another hill climb and beautiful scenic drive to 
Milang and Langhorne Creek. Extra passengers 
Howard and Dianne came along and swapped with 
the Cowies in their Ford T half way along. I am 
still not sure whether Howard thinks the White is 
any safer than the Phoenix although fixing a burnt 
valve was forefront in his mind and he may have 
been aloof to the hidden dangers of the White? 
(Maybe the Phoenix is safer overall?) 

The evening dinner was a success and it was nice 
to be able to communicate about the days 
adventures and catch up with friends without loud 
music. One’s ears are quite worn and sensitive 
after driving for a day in an early veteran 
constantly scanning for those new and potentially-
fatal noises. 

The run to Currency Creek was flatter and relaxing 
until you get so low in fuel you begin to panic as to 
whether you will make it. Driving slowly helps 
little as the burn rate is still high. 

I just made it to Currency Creek and fortunately 
was able to beg and steel enough petrol to make it 
back to Strath. Unfortunately you don’t have a lot 
of spare time driving the White. To leave it alone 
whilst you eat or discharge or look at other cars, 
you constantly worry the pilot might set fire to the 
car, or some bystander, curious about the many 
valves and knobs, fiddles with the wrong valve and 
release raw fuel on the ground to burn themselves 
and the car. To shut the pilot off costs another 15 to 
20 minutes to restart the car. Often when I arrive at 
a destination there is still 400 psi sitting in the 
boiler. People again wonder why the car has two 
steering wheels and it has happened with one of 
my sons (when much younger), he was playing in 
the front and grabbed the little wheel. The car 
lurched forwards despite the hand brake being on. 
In USA a White owner left his car in a line up only 
for a few moments and a curious policeman 
wandered up and turned the little wheel. He got the 
fright of his life as the White launched into the rear 
of the next veteran. Fortunately no one was 
standing between the cars and nobody was injured. 
You may wonder why I cover both steering wheel 
and throttle when I park the car. I also place the 
engine reverse lever in centre of the valve gear for 
forwards and reverse and put the brake on as hard 
as practical. But I can only relax if I shut all down 
completely. 

It was nice to finish the day on Sunday with a 
reciprocal drive of Neil Francis’s Napier. Such a 
pleasure to drive though I think I diminished the 
diameter of a few cogs. 

All in all a very successful rally and I arrived back 
in Melbourne towing the White on the tandem 
Trailer at 1:00am on Monday morning. But I could 
not resist. At 9:00am on Monday I fired up the 
White and drove it into work for the day and 
parked it inside one of the adjoining factories. 
Home at dusk at 5:30pm. 
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  Where did it come from? 

Nigel Steele Scott presents us with a Tasmanian 
puzzle with a South Asutralian connection  

I have been corresponding with Brian Arundale of 
Tasmania whose main interest is in Peugeots. Some 
time ago he bought a fairly complete veteran tubular 
chassis, engine, wheels etc. from NSW in the belief that 
it was probably Peugeot. It had been through several 
hands, but came with the story that in about the 1960s it 
had been collected, along with at least one other 
veteran, from the Herbig family of Springton, South 
Australia. 

Brian contacted me because of my interest in LaCoste 
and Battman, the principal manufacturers, constructors, 
parts assemblers etc. of many well known veteran 
makes throughout Europe. My Speedwell is an L & B 
Vehicle. Brian’s chassis, sub frame and springing is 
clearly L & B and bears a close resemblance to the first 
of the Cornell Speedwells, shown here alongside a 
Rambler. 

 

Brian was lucky enough to find a suitable period body, 
and has built a radiator, bonnet and a complete three-
speed gearbox, including the bronze casing. The car, 
shown below, has a De Dion type poppet valve engine. 

 

Brian says he has not yet been able to get the 
carburetion reliable. While the body style is not quite 
the same as the 6 h.p. Speedwell (carrying four 
passengers!) it is consistent with the variety of bodies 
offered on many L & B products of the time. 

On Brian’s behalf, I offered to ask if anyone in S.A. had 
any information that might help him with the history of 
the car. Unfortunately he does not have email so I am 
happy to be an intermediary. 

[Nigel can be contacted at ncsscott@ozemail.com.au . 
The editor would welcome more on L&B cars in S.A. ]

 

  This and That 
 

Lewis Centenaries 

Two centenary celebrations up-coming for those 
interested in the motoring firm Vivian Lewis Ltd: 

Mt. Gambier is famous for its mount, and where there is 
a mount there is an urge to conquer! Motor cars got 
there first, but the Mt. Gambier Veteran and Vintage 
Car Club will celebrate 100 years since the first ascent 
of the mount by motorcycle (a 3½ h.p. Adelaide-built 
Lewis) with a re-enactment event on Saturday 27th 
August 2011. All Lewis motorcycles especially 
welcome! 

Karoonda is celebrating its centenary on the October 
long weekend this year. On the Saturday (1st October) 
owners of Lewis motorcycles and Lewis-bodied cars 
are invited to join in the festivities at Karoonda – there 
will be a display, parade (yes, I know... perhaps not too 

bad in Karoonda!), and a 3-mile trip out to Vivian 
Lewis’ farm Runnymeade Park.  

More details of both events to follow next month. 

Odd Export 

The Advertiser for 25 July 1901 reported “Adelaide 
now possesses four automobiles... owned by Messrs. V. 
Lewis, Gordon Ayres, R. Davis and Dr. Gault.” Can we 
explain, then, this snippet from the “Shipping” column 
of the Register some seven weeks earlier (5 June 1901): 

Gabo: For Melbourne — 283 bags bark, 3 qr. casks 
wine, 36 cases do., 524 flagstones, 1 motor car... 

One motor car? Leaving South Australia by boat? 
Given the non-existence of inter-capital roads in 1901, 
did one of the above-named gentlemen embark on an 
inter-state motoring holiday? Your explanations 
welcomed. 
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  Nothing new in shoddy workmanship!

Dipping into the Tozer, Kemsley & Fisher letter 

file, we come up this missive on “coachwork in 

the colonies”, from A.E. Kemsley in Melbourne to 

T.K.&F. in the old country, dated 18 November 

1908: 
 

COACHWORK. 
“You asked me under date of Oct. 7th to give you the 
exact position of charges etc. for work done in 
Australasia. I do not think they have made much 
progress with the coach work for cars in New Zealand, 
but the Melbourne Motor Body Co., which is an 
offshoot of the Tarrant Co., have turned out a 
considerable number of bodies. A great many bodies 
that I have seen leave nothing to be desired, a very high 
class finish can be produced, and each body received 
the individual attention of the best man in the works at 
some stage or another. The bodies we receive from 
Alford & Alder, and also bodies of cars like Minerva 
etc. do not have as much attention paid to the small 
details. Although the general finish of these bodies is 
very fair, the handles are loosely fitted, and small things 
look as though they had been rushed though without 
proper supervision. A customer may buy a chassis from 
a dealer locally, and have it sent to a body builders, 
where he will no doubt pay a little extra price but would 
refuse to accept it if it had a loose handle and 
everything did not fit perfectly, and of course the local 
coachbuilder has to have everything to fit properly 
before he dare deliver it. The great question however is 
price. When the coachbuilders were agitating at the 
time of the Tariff for a high duty on bodies, several who 
were against the proposition asked for quotations and I 
believe one leading house quoted £75 less 15% for an 
ordinary side entrance body upholstered in leather 
suitable for a car of say 15 HP. As soon as the Duty was 

arranged, they were again asked for a quote for the 
same line, and they stated that they would have to 
reduce the discount to 5%. I believe the Acme Co. 
actually placed an order for an absolutely standard 
body, but owing to one or two slight deviations the 
body cost them about £85 not, and it is my belief, 
unless a large batch of bodies of the same type exactly 
were being put through at one time this would represent 
about the price of a locally built body finished equal to 
Alford & Alder’s 15 HP Talbot bodies, but with more 
attention paid to fitting of doors, handles etc. 
“We have not heard of any remarkably cheap bodies in 
Sydney, and I do not think Dr. Marks is speaking the 
truth when he says that he can obtain R.D.B. [Roi des 
Belges] Bodies at £60 less 15%. 
“With regard to the Darracq bodies, which you infer 
that Messrs Hora, Ltd, are quoting at 50 guineas, I do 
not think this type of body will be very much in demand 
on this side. Most of the Darracq cars that have been in 
use for any time here have a very shoddy looking body 
and this specifically applies to the upholstery. The 
leather seems to be cheap – in some cases it is only 
imitation leather – and instead of the seats being soft 
and springy, after some slight use, they seem to be hard 
and flat. The stuffing may possibly be something other 
than horsehair and it seems to be wedged into a solid 
mass. Most of the coachbuilders are very unbusiness-
like, and I have heard them promise delivery of a body, 
in say one month from date of order, and in spite of this 
promise, they keep clients waiting three or four months 
sometimes. They generally seem to be hard up and no 
one here has a really good body factory like Humbers or 
some of the motor people we have in Europe.” 

[The editor will gladly publish rebuttals from Darracq 

owners in the next issue.] 

  For Sale and Wanted 

For Sale: 1914 Fiat Zero 100% mechanical 
complete driveable rolling chassis. Restored to 
original specification including headlights, side 
lights, gas generator, tail light, horn, etc. Spare 
motor and gearbox. Only needs the body to be 
finished. Includes full scale drawings from Fiat for 
a Roadster body. $20,000. Contact Max 
Vormister, Wollongong (02) 4228 8970, mobile 
0419 985 871 maxv1@optusnet.com.au  
Wanted to complete restoration of a 1912 59T 
Overland Tourer. LOCKING RING for a 25 inch 
wheel. The locking ring is for a 1913 69T and has 
two lugs that protrude through the rim and locked 

by a cam spring. Contact Arthur Walmsley, 
Cairns. (07) 4054 7550 awalmsley5@bigpond.com 
For Sale: The following items were found during 
shed cleanup; sell for $10 each. Veteran Talbot 
rear axle, squared centre, 4 flanged outside; 1920s 
Chev 4 tail shaft; 1920s Ford T cylinder head; 
Tiller Olds rear wheel brake drum, good order; 
Veteran De Dion tail shaft (believed). Veteran 
large Berliet Truck magneto, made by Marcel 
Masson, cap missing suit collector, known history. 
Also BMC B series complete diff. centre $250. 
Good order. Location: Adelaide Hills, email photos 
available on request. Contact email enquiries to 
simcross@optusnet.com.au  



 

 

 

 

The Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Inc. 
            Membership Renewal 2011 – 2012 

Membership Details:  We are required to maintain a register of Members’ details and also a list of vehicles 
registered with the Club.  New requirements indicated by Transport, Energy and Infrastructure may mean 
annual inspection of these vehicles.  We are also building a list of vehicles owned by Members, for 
posterity.  All of this information is best managed on one data base, and to ensure that it commences 
accurately it is important that all Members complete the following table.  For the Members only list 
which will be issued this year, please place an ‘X’ in the box provided if you do not want this information 
printed. 
From time to time there are enquiries from outside the Club wanting to contact a Member, or to contact 
the owner(s) of a particular make of vehicle.  The current procedure is to pass the enquirers details on to 
the Club Member(s) for answer, and this will continue to be done. 
                                                                                                                                   

Name                                                                                                                  [   ] 

Address                                                                                                                  [X] 

Home telephone                                                                                                                  [   ] 

Mobile telephone                                                                                                                  [   ] 

email address                                                                                                                  [   ] 

Vehicle Type 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Model 
 
 

Year    
 
 

I consent/do not consent to my name and vehicle details appearing in the Bulletin from time to time. NB.  
If you do not indicate your wishes, your details will not be published. 

Membership fee for 2011 – 2012 (includes postage of Bulletin if you do not 
have an email address) 

$30 

If you have an email address but would like a copy of the Bulletin sent to you 
by post...add $15  

$15 

Total  (insert $30.00 or $45.00 as appropriate)  

Signed 
 

 
Membership should be renewed by 15th July, 2011. Failure to renew membership by the due date will 

void any historic registration you may hold through the Club. Payment can be made at the monthly 
meeting, or by post to: The Secretary VCCSA, 3 Malcolm St, Millswood 5034 
 


