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  The annual dinner  

             

 

         

The VCC of SA  2011 Annual Dinner was held at the Kooyonga Golf Club on the 9th of July. A total of over 
fifty members, spouses and friends enjoyed an excellent three course dinner which fully justified the high 
reputation of the venue.  

After dinner, an illustrated talk was given by David Chantrell on the Adelaide of a bygone era.  In his 
research at the State Library archives, David had discovered many remarkable old photographs of Adelaide 
street scenes and the first Christmas Pageant. Interior  photographs of several departments of the former 
John Martins store revealed an astonishing level of customer choice and accommodation never seen today.    

Thank you, David for a most interesting and well presented talk which rekindled many fond and nostalgic 
memories among the more senior members of your audience. 

Dudley Pinnock 

  Meetings 

The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in June each 
year. 

Our next gathering is on Wednesday 3rd August, 
when Neil Francis will host a Question and Answer 
session on the custodianship of veteran vehicles. 
On Wednesday 7th September, we will have 
Francis Ransley and the “Winders of Wynyard”.
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 From the Committee 
 
From the Chair 
At the commencement of our sixth year, I am 
somewhat taken aback by the degree of interest 
shown in our club.  Five years in business, and 
still going strong. 
At our first gathering in the Hyde Park Hotel on 
September 27, 2004, I can clearly recall saying to 
the other six gentlemen present that I hoped we’d 
find at least 30 enthusiasts to join us, and maybe 
as many as 40.  Even allowing for the 
exaggeration and bravado a glass of fine ale can 
induce, I was a long way short of the mark. 
It is, of course, one thing to have a list of over 100 
members, but the most encouraging sign is to see 
so much enthusiasm and dedication among those 
people.  Our Wednesday meetings are well 
attended, and even in the colder winter months the 
runs organised for the enjoyment of our cars and 
bikes are a sight to behold. 
Talking of rallying, our Barossa Rally Committee 
Members are well advanced in organising our 
event for next April.  More information is in the 
“Bulletin” so as they say, book early to avoid 
disappointment. 

And on the subject of our club magazine, this 
issue marks a change of editorship.  A very big 
thank you to Tony Beaven for raising his hand to 
take over the reins.  I am very confident the high 
standard set by Leon will be continued, and of 
course Tony will appreciate any articles 
forwarded to him. 
The Club also now has as its contact address a PO 
Box number (PO Box 193, Unley Business 
Centre, Mary Street, Unley 5061) which will ease 
problems of mail being forwarded when the 
secretaryship changes, or if the secretary is away.  
Thank you David Chantrell for arranging this and 
for offering to take over as secretary from Dianne.  
Once again, a hard act to follow. 
The Club rules are still being addressed, and the 
members will be informed further down the track 
when the new document with the proposed 
changes will be ready for review. 
The Committee offers a warm welcome to Noal 
Mullins, who joins us this month – thank you 
Noal.  A new point of view is always welcome, 
and he is sure to bring a breath of fresh air to the 
organisation. 
I’m confident we can all look forward to lots more 
enjoyable veteran motoring in the year ahead. 

Howard Filtness 
 

 
From the Secretary 
Dear Members, This is my first report and will try 
and endeavour to meet the high and efficient 
standard of our last secretary Di Barber. The club 
is now 5 years old and with the AGM came a new 
secretary, me! This now involves not only 
notifying everybody of the change of positions but 
a change of address. The committee decided that 
at 5 years old we should have a post box. Our new 
address is PO Box 193 Unley BC 5061. I tried 
hard to get 1903 or something similar befitting 
our veteran nature, but had to settle for 193 
instead. Entry forms are now available for the 
“London to Brighton” Rally, so don’t be shy and 
enter as early as possible. My personal experience 
is that it is always a great event and a wonderful 
opportunity for veteran only vehicles and motor 
cycles to be seen in good numbers by the public. 
The forthcoming events will be covered later in 
the “Bulletin”. 

David Chantrell 
 

 
Membership Secretary’s report 
It has been a busy month for me, collecting 
subscriptions and updating membership 
information.  There are still a few members 
unpaid, but I have been in contact with them over 
the weekend.  As Howard and I leave for 
Kingaroy in the middle of August, it would be 
good to get all of this tidied away. 
We have 4 new members to welcome – Andy 
Applebee, Bob Hill, Sue LeBusque and Andrew 
Howe-Davies.  Welcome all. 
This month we have issued new member 
applications to Sarina Caruso, Daryl Grey, John 
Stevens, John Milton and Adrienne Cerutti.  The 
Club is looking very healthy! 
Once again, I will have a lot of receipts with me at 
the meeting on Wednesday 3rd August, so please 
see me if you have not received your receipt in the 
post. 

Dianne 
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 Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday 
7th August 2011 

Breakfast Run organised by Phil Keane, to the West Beach SLS 
Meet at Veale Gardens 8.30am for a 9am start 

Sunday 
11th September 2011 

Short run around Adelaide, more information next edition  

Sunday9th October Combined meeting and run to the Birdwood Mill 
Sunday 30th October London to Brighton Run 

Sunday 27th November Norton Summit Hill Climb 
 

 From the new editor 
Well, now I know what it’s like in the deep end. 
I have a pretty high standard to live up to, but 
with a little help from everyone, and a steady flow 
of material, it should all come together OK.   
As you all may know, I take many photos of our 
events, so except for when I am overseas, pictures 
for the bulletin are not a problem. But what would 
be nice, is for someone else who attends, to write 
a small report on the event, so that it can 
accompany the photos. 
It was suggested at the AGM, that people like 
myself who do not own a veteran car, should not 
be allowed to be full members, or have voting 
rights. This is a sad day for the future of veteran 
motoring, particularly when the comment was 
made by a person who has not been seen on the 
road in a veteran, for a very long time. If you do 
not encourage younger people to become 
interested in veteran vehicles, then, when the 
current owners die, and the children are not 
interested, these cars will disappear overseas or 
into museums. 
There are several of us, who have suffered this 
same attitude, in the veteran section of another 
club, for 25 years or more. I would love to have a 
nice veteran, but unfortunately I did not inherit 
one, or find one all those years ago when they 
were available at a price that I could afford. 
It seems to me, that there are many nice cars 
tucked away in sheds, with owners who cannot 
drive or maintain them anymore.  Surely these 
owners would love to see their pride and joy on 
the road again, and enjoy riding in them, even if it 
means letting someone else do the driving.  You 
only have to look at Arthur Mullins riding with 
the family in one of his cars, to see how much 
enjoyment can still be had, without having to 
drive oneself.  

Tony Beaven 

  Persistence pays !! 
 
In June 2011 for the first time in perhaps 80 years 
Barry Bahnisch’s Humber ran.  Also of note is 
that Barry has owned it for half that time, longer 
than its total active life.  It is an interesting story, 
and although it has been told before, maybe when 
it is on the road we can encourage its re telling.  
Congratulations Barry, another one joins the 
ranks. 
 

 
Terry Parker 

 
 Wanted. 

Any articles that I can use in future editions of the 
Bulletin. There is no back log of material to fall 
back on, so anything useful will be most 
welcomed.  Please email to editor@vccsa.org.au 
typed items in an older version of Word (.doc) 
and pictures or photos in (.jpg). 
If you don’t have email or cannot type please post 
to the new P.O. Box or bring them along to the 
monthly meeting. 

Many thanks, Tony 
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   Speed Indicators, submitted by Terry Parker 
 
Right from the start, motor vehicles were promoted on their capacity for speed, the 1902, ’03 inter city races 
in France emphasising the point.  Then along came the Gendarmerie, through whom the Chancellor found a 
source of revenue, all, of course, in the interests of public safety.  Very quickly the market for speed 
indicators emerged, and the earliest advert I have is in 1903 for a Cowey instrument.   By the end of the 
veteran period speedometers were fitted as standard, so for less than 20 years motorists had the option of 
selecting and fitting a speedo.  That gives us a lot of freedom. 
By 1905 Smiths were advertising, and soon after so were Jones and Stewart from the other side of the pond.  
A.T. produced instruments branded both U.K. and Paris, though probably all from the same factory.  Just for 
interest, the following ads. and photos give an outline of the progression.  
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  Smiths speed and distance    Smiths earliest 
 

           
A.T. Paris 
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Surely one of these must be included in the 

Adelaide Oval upgrade 
 
 
 
 

Howard must get one of these 
 

 
 

 
 More from Mittagong 

     
                     A ‘clutch’ of Cadillacs                                                     A ‘nestle’ of Napiers 
 
We also had a ‘tangle’ of Talbots (5), but could not manage to get them all together for a photograph. 

 

 For sale 
Dexion shelf unit, 2280h x 900w x 400d with 7 
shelves. Also 2 Brownbuilt shelf units, ech 1800h 
x 930w x 320d, 6 shelves each, with additional 
shelves will make a 3 bay unit. Make me an offer, 
Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 
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Have you ever wondered about the markings on 
bolt heads?. 

 

 Invitation events. 
Sunday August 21st, Strathalbyn Collectors and 
Antiques Fair – Tim Wonnacott from Bargain 
Hunt will be there. 
 
Sunday 23rd October, Mylor 120th Birthday Fair. 
This may be an event that we should try to attend, 
as a way of saying thanks for allowing us to use 
their oval in the past. 
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Veteran Car Club of South Australia 
Newsletter No 1 

Barossa Valley Weekend Run 
Friday13th April 2012(optional) 

Saturday 14th April 2012 
Sunday 15th April 2012 

 
The planning for 2012 weekend run for the VCCoSA has been mapped out and a provisional 
program follows. 
More importantly, accommodation has been selected and booked at Nuriootpa in the Barossa 
Valley, in the Club name, for the Friday and Saturday nights’ accommodation.Rally headquarters 
has been established as being based at the Nuriootpa Vine Court Motel.  At this stage the Club 
has booked out the Vine Court and the Nuriootpa Vine Inn for people’s accommodation for the 
weekend. 
Both the Vine Court and the Vine Inn are run by the same group and individual bookings are to be 
made through the Vine Inn using the accompanying details. Please quote the Veteran Car Club of 
SA when making your booking. They do have a website www.vineinn.com.au and more detail, 
and club suggested recommendations on both motels, is included with this bulletin. 
The Barossa Valley (SA) Tourist Park comes highly recommended and details of the park are also 
included with this bulletin. Please note that at this stage, all of their cabins are booked out for the 
same period with a bulk booking, but the club is registered to be contacted if vacancies become 
available. If you wish to register your intention to secure one or any of these cabins if they do 
become available, please contact the Park direct as soon as possible and mention the Veteran 
Car Club booking. 
If any of the above accommodation contacts say the accommodation is not booked in VCCoSA’s 
name, it is probably in Phil Keane’s name, as he put his plastic card up as security! 
The draft timetable at this stage is as follows:  
Friday – Two departure times at 10.00a.m. and 2.00p.m. from the Highbury Hotel at Highbury. 
This is a very scenic run via Williamstown and the a.m. group will be stopping at Lyndoch for 
lunch. A short and interesting run is planned for the afternoon after lunch.The p.m. group will go 
direct to their accommodation on arrival in the Barossa Valley. 
If people are bringing their car to the Barossa on a trailer, it is highly recommended that they 
reach the Barossa by the Friday evening at the latest. 
The Saturday group will be departing from the Highbury Hotel at 10.00am. 
Both groups will meet at Lyndoch for lunch at about noon. 
The rest of the day will be spent touring the Barossa , including a check- in stop at the Nuriootpa 
accommodation for the travellers starting on the Saturday. We will be going under and over the 
Sturt Highway as part of this afternoon’s journey and we will include a visit to the Greenock 
Aviation Museum. 
The traditional dinner will be held that evening. 
On Sunday morning, we will be having a BBQ breakfast at the Vine Court Motel and we will leave 
our respective accommodation mid morning to make our way in convoy through Angaston and a 
visit the Collingrove Homestead, and then travel on to our respective homes through the Eden 
Valley. 
Your Committee for this run is:  Phil Keane as Convenor (08 8277 2468 or 0417 819 080), Neil 
Francis(08 8373 4992)  and David Cantrell (08 8345 0665) as extra worriers for Phil in making 
sure everything goes to plan , and Howard Filtness and Di Barber (08 8272 0594) to look after 
admin matters , also expected to worry a lot. Worriers are required on such a committee so you, 
the participants, don’t have to worry!  
W are looking forward to a great weekend next year! 
 


