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  Breakfast run to West Beach SLC 

     

True Veteran Motoring           Good friends, good breakfast The pancakes must have been good 

The Breakfast run on Sunday 7th August got off to a rather rainy start, but the weather was clearing as we 
headed for West Beach.  We left Veale Gardens and headed straight down the Anzac Highway, which 
wasn’t as quiet as Phil said it would be, to Glenelg. Then into Adelphi Tce, but because the King St bridge 
is closed for repairs, we had to go back onto Tapleys Hill Rd for a short distance, then into Africaine Rd to 
get to Military Rd, and on to West Beach.  The café was not as busy as usual, probably due to the weather, 
but they had two long tables set aside for us. The food and the company were excellent, by the time we all 
left, the weather had cleared for a pleasant trip home, except for someone’s Mini running out of petrol 50m 
down the road.  

Tony Beaven 

  Meetings 

The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in June each 
year. 

Our next gathering is on Wednesday 7
th

 

September, when we will have Francis Ransley 
and the “Winders of Wynyard”. For October our 
gathering will be combined with a run to the 
Birdwood Mill on Sunday 9

th
 October to have a 

look at the new George Brooks automotive library.
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 From your new editor 

 
I have some apologies to make. Firstly, I managed to get the issue number wrong on the last edition. I 
should have started a new volume for August, so the August Edition should read Volume 6, No.1.  
If you are binding them or really need it to be correct, let me know and I will print off a new page 1 & 2 for 
you. 
Secondly, I forgot to put in the Chairman’s Annual Report, and for this I owe Howard a very big apology, 
and will include his report in this issue. 
I have also discovered that the Vine Court Motel is already booked out for the rally dates next year, but I 
have been talking to the nice people at the Top Drop Motel, a little further along Murray St, and they are 
willing to hold some rooms for us, at a special rate.  If I get the information in time, I will include it 
elsewhere in this edition. 

Tony 

 

CHAIRMANS ANNUAL REPORT 2010/11 

 

The past 12 months have been a year of both growth and development for the Club.  Membership numbers 
have firmly lodged in triple figures, and vehicle appearances at our rallies continue to be very encouraging.  
Also, the Committee has been requested to reconsider the Club Rules as prepared prior to the formation of 
the group in 2006.  Thank you to the Committee for putting in so much time and effort over the last year, 
not just on the changes to the Rules but in every aspect of Club management. 
Dianne Barber has refrained from renewing her Secretaryship of the Club – a health scare early in the year 
prompted this decision – and all Committee members appreciate her invaluable contribution keeping records 
straight and findable.  She will assist our new Secretary in both membership and rally-organisational roles.  
Thankyou Dianne for absolutely spectacular “neatness” and so much personal time and effort in your 
devotion to “doing it right”.  And thank you David Chantrell for offering to take over. 
Once again, the weekend rally in Strathalbyn was a wonderful event, and much enjoyed by the participants 
both local and interstate.  The very success of this rally prompted a decision to form a special Rally 
Committee to organise next year’s event, and it has been relocated to the Barossa simply for a change of 
scenery.  However, this can only indicate how much the Committee realises and appreciates the enormous 
effort and energy required to put on such an event, and Leon should feel very proud of the results.  Thank 
you Leon, for another wonderful weekend. 
As you will have read in the latest Club Bulletin, after nearly 3 years Leon has relinquished his Editorship 
of that fine magazine.  I said last year it was the “Headlight” of our organisation, and what a very strong 
beam it has emitted in that time.   Thank you for an outstanding publication, Leon.  A hard act to follow, but 
we’ll make every effort to continue to keep up the standard. 
No Committee meeting is complete without Cathy Jackson, our Minute Secretary.  She joins us tonight, so 
maybe those who don’t know her can introduce themselves to her and thank her for so diligently carrying 
out her sometimes thankless duty. 
I also wish to offer a very warm welcome to our new Committee Member Noal Mullins.  I trust the onerous 
duties you have volunteered for will not overwhelm you, at least for a few months. 
Thanks must also go to the Colonel Light Gardens RSL for allowing us to meet in this hall each month 
without payment, and to Dave, their representative and our host. 
Also thank you to our fabulous supper ladies, Trish Keane and Gaynor Francis, who ensure we never leave 
after a meeting with an empty stomach. 
 
Safe and enjoyable motoring to you all. 
 
Thank you,  Howard 
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From the Chair 

 
As you read this, I shall have been enjoying 
myself in Central Queensland at the National 
Veteran Motorcycle Rally.  An extended stay in 
this part of the world will mean Dianne and I will 
be gone for 5 weeks, so apologies to all, and thank 
you Neil for again covering for me. 
With some wonderful evening entertainments and 
Sunday runs coming up, there is much to look 
forward to over the next few months.  Also, our 
Barossa Rally Committee has already outlined the 
central location and rally routes for next year’s 
event.  This, I’m sure, will be another weekend to 
remember, so please book your accommodation as 
soon as possible.  There will be some visitors 
from other States at this event, so arrange your 2 
or 3 day rally early. 
It is with sadness I report the passing of Roly 
Lapins.  The Committee and Members extend 
their sympathy to his family and many friends. 
 

Howard 

From the Secretary 

 

The weather is now warming up and signals 
another season of great rallying of our cars. Our 
next run is on 11th September and is being 
organised by Ian Voysey and promises to be an 
interesting tour of the 88 acres that make up St. 
Peters College. 

October will be busy with a combined meeting 
and club run to the Birdwood Mill on Sunday 9th 
October. So please make a note in your diary 
there will be NO meeting at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL in October. At the end of the month 
we have our annual London 2 Brighton Rally. 
This is always a great rally so please enter and 
support our veteran movement if you have not 
already done so. I have extra entry forms if 
required. 

Organisation is well underway for our 2 day Rally 
at Nuriootpa in 2012. In the next “Bulletin” we 
intend to have the flyer and an entry form. 
Accommodation is already filling up rapidly so 
please don’t delay in booking a room for what 
promises to be another great rally. 

After our AGM some of the members led by 
Stuart Mac Donald have voluntarily formed a sub 
group to review proposed changes to the 

constitution. I have volunteered also to attend this 
group to offer the committee’s support and to 
report back to the committee as necessary.  The 
group has a huge amount of work in front of them 
and it will be some time before we have anything 
to present to the members. Please be patient. 

We have had 2 new members join this month. I 
am writing under correction as our Membership 
Secretary Di is away, but I think the tally is now 
about 115 members! 

David Chantrell 

 

From the Membership Secretary 
 
Once again, it has been a busy month, chasing up 
the last few members who have not renewed – 
only a couple outstanding, some overseas and  a 
couple working away. 
We welcome new members Sarina Caruso, Darryl 
Grey (apologies for spelling your name 
incorrectly last month) and John Stevens. 
I have updated the membership list as far as 
possible, and will finalise it when we return in 
mid-October and send out the members’ only 
copy to all of you. 
I will hopefully return with a bit of a tan, and 
better health (but alas, not with the windswept 
look of riding “monkey” in the sidecar)! 
Best wishes, 

Dianne 

 

  Update on Barossa rally accommodation 

 
The Top Drop Motel have come back with some 
special rates for us, for the rally weekend. 
Ground floor rooms, all with Queen size beds & 
ensuites. 
Standard room, $75 for single, $80 for a couple. 
Deluxe room, has DVD player and microwave 
$85 for single, $90 for a couple. 
Twin rooms, (1 queen & 1 single beds) & ensuite, 
$85 for 2 or $95 for 3 people. 
Family room, sleeps 4 or 5, $125 for 4, $135 for 5 
people. 
Continental Breakfast optional, from $3 to $9 p.p. 
 
Website www.topdropmotel.com.au/ 
Email address top-drop@bigpond.net.au 
Phone Jodie on 8562 1033 
And don’t forget to mention the car club. 
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 Upcoming Events 

 
Sunday 11

th
 September  Tour of St Peters College & grounds. Meet at Veale Gardens 9.30am for a 

10am start.  BYO picnic lunch. Organised by Ian Voysey. 
Sunday 9

th
 October Combined meeting and run to the Birdwood Mill.  Full details next Bulletin. 

Sunday 30
th

 October London to Brighton Run 
Sunday 27

th
 November Norton Summit Hill Climb 

 

   Historic Registration Update 

    
As we are now moving to "no label 
registration" for motor vehicle registration in SA, 
this raises issues for your Club Historic 
Registration officers and also for members 
with vehicles registered under that scheme.  
 
When you re-register your historically registered 
vehicle make sure that you keep either the cash 
receipt docket or your on-line receipt/ certificate 
of registration as that is the only proof you will 
have that your vehicle is actually registered.   
 
Your Club Historic Registration Officers will 
need to see evidence that vehicles are registered 
when you are registering them with the Club and 
when Log Books are stamped. If in doubt a 
certificate showing the vehicle is currently 
registered can be obtained from the Ezy-reg 
website.  
 
It would appear that in SA most Police Cars are 
now fitted with registration number recognition 
software which instantly informs whether or not 
your vehicle is registered, hence a registration 
label is no longer needed.  
   

 

  Nearly, but not quite 

 
The National Veteran Motorcycle Rally is held 
every 2 years, the last one being in Albany and the 
next one starting in Kingaroy later this month.  
Dear old “Ding Dong” Bell has taken part in 
every one (7 so far), sometimes ridden by me but 
frequently lent to friends so they could taste the 
joys of veteran motorcycling for the first time. 
 
The acquisition of the 1913 Matchless outfit was 
the answer to a dream.  Not only is it also belt 
driven, but I can start the machine without the 

somewhat risky procedure of “run and jump”, 
(advancing years increase the possibility of this 
leading to a disaster).  More importantly, it will 
allow Dianne to savour the whole new experience 
of trying to keep the third wheel in contact with 
the road.  The Kingaroy Rally was hoped to be the 
inaugural outing. 
 
Sadly, this is not to be.  The eagle-eyed amongst 
you will notice a rag in the photograph where the 
carburettor is supposed to be.  I’m afraid I have 
just run out of time.  I expected there to be plenty 
to check out and correct when I bought the bike 
over a year ago, as it was obviously “re-built” but 
only for display purposes, having lived in a 
Spanish Museum for many years.  I was not too 
surprised to find it required all new spokes, and 
some mechanical repairs, but unfortunately it will 
have to wait another month or two before it can 
take to the road. 
 
With lots of help from many Club members, we 
almost made it.  The aim now is the Bright week-
long rally in October, which will give me another 
2 weeks of frustration to get it finished in time 
when I return from Queensland.  Meanwhile, the 
trusty Bell will enjoy yet another National Rally – 
the only problem is it seats only one person, and 
so far I have failed in my attempts to introduce 
Dianne to the dubious pleasures of “running and 
jumping”!  She says she was born with the clumsy 
gene, and is not keen to either injure the bike, 
herself, or both of them! 
 

   
 

Howard 
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 A 16 Far far away 
 
Mitchells in Australia are few and far between,  
They sold as well as most others but have not 
survived well.  For a long time prior to the 1917 
season there were just three survivors , my 1910 S  
and two 1911 R’s. 
 In 1997, one of the mates reported that one of his 
mates had found a Mitchell on his uncles station 
property out near Adavale in Queensland.  Now, 
this is about 800 miles west, not quite to the Black 
Stump but bloody close.  My initial reaction was “ 
oh yes another Maxwell goose chase  “  but ever 
the romantic I bit  “ Oh goody,  how did he know 
it was Mitchell ??  “   A.  there was a hub cap 
……Ok I’m in. 
The distance out there made the prospect of a 
quick weekend jaunt out of the question  so the 
Australia day long weekend in January was 
earmarked for the trip and It Rained,  No that’s 
not quite right,  The Heavens opened up and it 
totally pissed down.   Normally this isn’t a 
problem because we’ve all loaded cars in the rain 
right?  Problem was there is no  bitumen past 
Charleville for the last 80 miles and this country 
as dry as it is ,  with rain ,  turns into a clay bog 
pan and unpassable. 
We made it to Roma before giving up but 
succeded in confirming that the wreck was indeed 
a Mitchell and excitingly earlier than 1917.  Thus 
the trip was postponed till Easter, Seemed like the 
Longest 2 months of my life. 
Easter at last and Woah clear skies,  you beauty.  
The trip out was uneventful other than the heart 
stopping fuel consumption.  Even the last 80 miles 
was a delight.  We were welcomed and encamped 
in the Shearers Quarters then off for another 10 
mile drive through the property on some mighty 
ordinary dirt tracks to what was the old property 
dump. [ no small thing in itself ]  and there,  up 
one end was a 28 Dodge Tourer,  a very sad 29 
Chev and the Mitchell. 
What a Beauty,  it was indeed a Six of Sixteen 
nicely complemented with a native tree growing 
right up through the middle of it.  It had been 
languishing there a very long time .  The wood 
wheels had collapsed with the wood all but gone,  
What was a lovely Touring body had collapsed 
around it again with the wood all but gone.  
Anything that was useable for other purposes had 
been removed ,the Gearstick assembly,  the dash 

instrumentation, windscreen, Apple Starter / 
Generator as well as everything bolted to the 
motor.    the Scrappies had been there doing their 
worst.  The radiator had been literally ripped from 
the chassis.  The gearbox lid had been removed 
leaving a very rusty set of gears. Yet it was 
wonderfully intact and Sooo impressive.  I felt 
like a teen on his first date [ and in retrospect, 
after marriage I’m still throwing money at it  ]    
The first order of business was removal of the tree 
then jack the front of the car up high enough to 
pivot the chassis in the middle,  back the trailer 
under the front and lower,  raising the rear of the 
chassis over the stump.    
Worked reasonably well except for the front axle 
falling off where the U bolts had been removed 
necessitating disconnecting the steering.  A solid 
timber tree limb was then “ wired “ onto the 
springs to allow it to be dragged by winch onto 
the trailer. 
The Front Axle proved to be surprisingly very 
badly rusted across the bottom web where it had 
been sitting in the ground.  It is probably 
repairable but I’ve since found  another to replace 
it. 
The trip home proved somewhat more traumatic 
with the additional weight on the trailer , 
shortcomings with the tyres saw all four blow out 
during the trip.  At one stage this necessitated 
abandoning the precious load beside the highway 
while replacement tyres were found in the nearest 
town. 
The car itself has been lots of fun finding the bits,  
a second diff was located in New Zealand 
providing replacement brake drums and brakes ,  
A Radiator was purchased  in the U.S.  shortly 
after bringing the car home but was placed in the 
hands of another bringing gear into Australia,   I 
may yet live to see it.   Most of the 
instrumentation has been secured  as is most of 
the missing engine components.   The Appleco 
Starter/Generator  remains the biggest headache 
here,  Amazingly I found not one but three of 
these at last years Swap in Christchurch but sadly 
they turned out to be Briscoe and unusable. 
The wheels have proved a trial,  rather than the 
wood, I have elected to fit # 5 Hayes / Buffalo 
Wires.   The wheels themselves are not a problem, 
neither are the caps but the Hubs  are proving 
difficult.  The full floating design of the C42 rear 
axle is very different to the more common D40 
type and was not popular with manufacturers 
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through this period.  The more common marque 
was the big Buick and these were not common 
here.   I did however find one very sad wreck 
about 1000 miles south which was still wearing 
it’s hubs and the farmer was very gracious [ after 
bogging his FWD , yes it was raining then also  ]  
letting me have it for the remittance of a carton of 
beer.   Unfortunately these are Buffalo Hubs and I 

would still like to find the correct Hayes as used 
by Mitchell originally. 
Well that’s about it,   the project still goes on,  I 
am as impressed with this car as the day I found 
it.   Just a few more bits to find and I can begin 
the restoration. 
  

NOEL ADAMS 

  For sale 

Dexion shelf unit, 2280h x 900w x 400d with 7 
shelves. Also 2 Brownbuilt shelf units, each 
1800h x 930w x 320d, 6 shelves each, with 
additional shelves will make a 3 bay unit. Also 
dismantled 5 bay brownbuilt unit, 1800x930x320. 
Make me an offer, Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 

 

For sale 

Two veteran Humbers, one complete and going, 
one in kit form.  Talk to Terry Parker. 

 

For sale 
1914 Ford ‘T’ Ambulance, engine no. C19101 
Very good running condition, near new tyres, new 
canvas. (spares available) 
Price - $20,000 o.n.o.   
Robert & Val Colgrave 
George Town, Tasmania 
Phone: (03) 6382 1774,  
Mobile: 0417 546 550. 
  

PS – this was the only original WW1 ambulance 
in Australia and there is a story that was published 
in the Model ‘T’ Ford Club of NSW magazine 
“The Bent Wire 
 

 

  Wanted to buy 

Veteran car requiring work, unfinished project, 
unrestored or old restoration.  I desperately need a 
project. 

Contact Neil Francis. 

Phone (08) 8373 4992 

Or email  neiljfrancis@bigpond.com 

 

For sale 

1908 Renault Type X1B 14/20hp Torpedo body. 
Rarest of the rare, a magnificent piece of 
Australia’s motoring history. A powerful 3050cc 
4 cylinder engine with 4 forward gears, this 
veteran has been restored over a period of 30 
years by the present owner. Found on a station 
property in the vicinity of Silverton, NSW. Body 
built on the lines of a Renault in the Renault 
Motor Co’s own collection in Paris. Although 
they have over 500 Renaults in their collection 
they do not own a Type X1B. Price $42,000, for 
more information contact Roger Cross, 
rc.jmc@bigpond.com Offered to VCCSA 
members first. 
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  Information Wanted 

I am currently looking for Gobron-Brillié (or 
related) cars still in existence. 
To my knowledge there are very few of them still 
running and I found an article “The Williams of 
Norwood” on your site mentioning one. 
Gobron-Brillié is a French car manufacturer 
which existed from 1898 to 1904. 
The engineer Eugène Brillié had indeed left the 
company in 1903 to join Rochet-Schneider and 
the company was pretty quickly renamed Gobron. 
However the cars still manufactured with opposed 
piston engines may have kept the initial name in 
some place around the world as Gobron-Brillié 
was the world speed record holder in 1903 and 
1904 (over 100mph in Ostend, Belgium): still to 
be confirmed. 
The reason of my search is pretty simple: I happen 
to own a 12HP Gobron Brillié manufactured 
under license in Belgium by L.Nagant between 
November 1899 and February 1900: enclosed 
some pictures. 
This is the only surviving Belgian GB left out of 
over 500 manufactured. There are two other GOB 
left (8-10HP in French museums though not 
running 

I also heard of the 1903 world speed record car 
which is in the US, maybe in Daytona. 
To make a long story short, those are absolutely 
fantastic cars and I am looking for others of this 
kind to exchange views and experience with 
current owners. 
Do you think you could be of help? 
Kind regards, 

Philippe Vercruysse 
rue du Coq, 30A 

1380  Ohain 
 Belgium 

tel: +32 475 41.60.47 
fax: +32 2 351.32.92 

 

 
 

 

 Proprietary Engines in the Veteran Years 

 
Present day car manufacturers normally manufacture their own engines and other equipment (often on a 
global basis for economies of scale) but may contract out for specialised equipment such as differentials or 
gearboxes etc.  The chances of receiving a proprietary engine by a another manufacturer really only exists 
these days when you are talking about a diesel engine for a heavy duty truck or perhaps a specialist sports 
car.  As an example the latest Morgan Plus 8 has a BMW V8 engine and the new three wheel Morgan uses a 
1900cc aircooled V twin from the American maker S&S  who of course made their name by making 
performance parts for Harley Davidson motorcycles. 
This was not always the case. In the early veteran years when a competent blacksmith or a cycle builder 
might aspire to construct a car or a motorcycle it was the proprietary engine suppliers that made it possible 
for small producers to produce vehicles.  Small producers might purchase the components out of trade 
catalogues from firms such as Brown Brothers, Malicet and Blin or Chater Lea and then assemble a “kit of 
parts” bearing their own name. Only the largest of firms would manufacture the majority of their 
components in house. 
Gottlieb Daimler and Karl Benz had produced their first engines in the mid-1880s and soon manufactured 
and sold engines to others and licensed other car makers to use their engines.  Daimler (Germany) engines 
were used by Daimler (England) when they set up in Coventry and Panhard & Levassor in Paris when they 
entered the motor business.  Panhard later supplied Peugeot and a dozen other makers with engines, while 
Benz engines were used by Roger and Hurtu in France, and in England Marshall, Arnold & Star also used 
Benz engines.  Hence, the use of proprietary engines was around from day one of the motor industry in both 
cars and motorcycles. 
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The obvious advantage was that when small scale “manufacturers” commenced assembly of their first 
vehicles there was usually little money for engine design and development. 
In the late 1890s, DeDion Bouton came to the fore with their small high speed engines that used coil 
ignition that allowed more revolutions per minute than other previous engines.  Their engines were capable 
of 2,000 revs per minute whereas typical engines of the time could rarely exceed 1,000 revs per minute with 
hot bulb or trembler coil ignition.  Obviously higher revs per minute produced more power and so DeDion 
Bouton became a significant source for proprietary engines for motorcycles, tricycles and light cars.  As late 
as 1903 Renault were still using proprietary engines mainly DeDion but also the occasional Aster, before 
making their own engines. 
Just before the start of the first World War DeDion claimed to be supplying 160 manufacturers including 71 
French and 47 British, not including others previously supplied. Amongst these were brands we would 
consider significant, such as Delage, Argyll, Alldays, Humber and Star.  DeDion was not the only 
significant brand, however, and Aster engines of France organised a British outlet in 1899 and opened a 
factory at Wembley in 1900.  By 1912 Aster claimed to have built 18,500 engines, but of course, like 
DeDion not all went into motor vehicles.   
The english firm White & Poppe arose out of a meeting between Alfred White of the Swift bicycle firm who 
met the Norwegian Peter Poppe while visiting the Steyr factory in Austria and together they formed White 
& Poppe in 1899 to make munitions fuses, carburettors and engines.  It is not surprising that Swift was one 
of the first important customers, however, by 1906 Ariel Motorcycles had started using White & Poppe 
engines which continued up until the 1920s. Coventry was home to White and Poppe and another 37 engine 
building firms over the years. 
As an indicator of size, White & Poppe made 576 car engines in 1909 which increased in 1911 to 982.  
White & Poppe’s claim to fame was that they produced the engine chosen by William Morris when he 
launched his assembled light car in 1913 using a 1018cc fixed head side valve four..  Morris sold 393 cars in 
1913 and 907 in 1914 however White & Poppe soon discovered that they were not quite in the big league.  
America it can be argued had led the world in precision mass production arising out of the methods used in 
weapons production by firms such as Colt.   
In 1902 Cadillac came into being after Henry Leland who had mastered the techniques of precision mass 
production convinced fellow investors in Cadillac that they should order 3000 engines from the company 
Leland & Faulconer Manufacturing Company who were already supplying engines for the curved dash 
Oldsmobile.  
One view put forward at the time was that there was not a market for 3,000 engines in the world, however 
those engines were all used in just over a year, and over 20,000 were sold over the next 5 years   
At that time many American manufacturers in producing a vehicle simply assembled components, not just 
engines.  This illustrates why the body of a 1903 Model A Ford can apparently be interchanged with the 
body of a 1903 Cadillac as both were built by C.R Wilson Coy of Detroit. 
Cadillac also stunned the automobile industry in 1908 when in a marketing coup before the 2000 mile RAC 
Reliability Trial they completely dissasembled three single cylinder team cars (taken from stock) to three 
lots of 721 components which were then scrambled.  3 cars were reconstructed from parts and all were then 
driven 500 miles.  This proved for the first time that precision manufacturing did actually mean that car 
parts were interchangeable, and won the Dewar Trophy in 1908 for Cadillac. This had not previously been 
the normal situation with engines often being bespoke and assembled by skilled fitters. 
The American manufacturer Continental, which had started in 1902 as the Auto Car Equipment Company 
employed 600 men in 1906 and by 1916 claimed to be the largest manufacturer of motors alone in the 
world.  
In the UK Morris, making his light car, was able to purchase 1550cc  4 cylinder engines from Continental 
for £18 as against nearly £50 for the White & Poppe engine and it is not surprising that he chose 
Continental.  English suppliers also had the additional problem that they were flat out on war work and 
hence had no capacity left to supply the motor industry. Morris also sourced axles and gearboxes from the 
USA for the same reasons. 
Obviously by sourcing American-made engines Morris greatly decreased supply problems which had arisen 
due to World War I, but after 1,133 Continental powered Morris Oxfords had been sold during World War 
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1, Morris then arranged for a copy of the Continental engine to be made in the Hotchkiss Armaments 
Factory in Coventry which had been acquired by Morris. 
Motor bike engines were simpler to construct than car engines and hence there was probably a greater 
variety, but significant providers early in the twentieth century were DeDion, Kelecom Minerva and FN.  As 
an example, before building their own motors in 1905, Triumph motorcycles used Minerva, Fafnir and JAP 
motors.  Nortons  used Moteursacoche (later MAG) and Peugeot motors before starting to use their own 
design in about 1908.  While there were many others, by the early teens the dominant engine suppliers in the 
English (and colonial) motorcycle world were JAP and Precision and their products were also used in the 
growing cyclecar industry. 
Small manufacturers starting out in making motor vehicles often operated in a “hand to mouth” fashion and 
generally a proprietary engine was seen as the way to go.  One example is the origin of Delage, a company 
started in 1905 by Louis Delage and Augustine Legros, who had both previously worked for Peugeot.  They 
commenced by using a proprietary Malicet and Blin chassis and a DeDion engine.  Their vehicles were 
shown at the Paris salon in 1905, offering two engines, namely a 1 litre twin or a 500 cc single.  During the 
the salon, not meeting with approval (or orders), they swapped the smaller engine to a 697cc DeDion and 
that model promptly reappeared as a 6½ horse runabout.  Several orders resulted and the windfall of a loan 
of 150,000 Francs from a wealthy enthusiast on the condition that they employ his son, set Delage on the 
road to success.  Clearly fortune smiles upon the brave and by 1906/7, after a few competition successes, 
Delage was on the path to success. 
In some cases the manufacturers of proprietary engines and engines under contract merged to become a part 
of the industry itself.  Henry Leland had been making engines for Oldsmobile and Cadillac (the best seller 
of 1905 in America) while David Buick had been producing proprietary engines for other makes before 
bringing out his own vehicle in 1903.  The Dodge brothers John and Horace also made a fortune out of 
providing transmissions and other parts to Ford before going on to launch their own brand car in 1914. They 
were also still significant shareholders in Ford and after a legal battle in 1918 Ford was forced to pay the 
Dodges $1.9 million in unpaid surplus dividends. In 1919 the brothers sold their shares in Ford back to 
Henry Ford for $25 million and then promptly died within months of each other.  

….to be continued 

 

  
 
This interesting article, submitted by Peter Allen, to be continued next edition.    Ed 
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  Just in case you haven’t caught up with the latest Veteran rally accessory 
   

         
 
 

  This months Mystery car 

   

     
 

  Before and after 
   

   
It’s amazing what a few dollars will do! 
 

 Answers please to editor@vccsa.org.au 
Or phone me on 0407 716 162 
And I don’t think you will find this one 
in the Brooks Books. 
 
No million dollar prizes, just the 
satisfaction of getting it right. 
 
We will try to make this a regular item, 
if we can find enough weird and 
wonderful photos. 

Ed


