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  Sunday run to St Peters College 

       

   A good turn out on a wet morning    Who needs a self starter?  We did say it was BYO 

 
 
Sunday morning opened in light drizzle as it had 
for most of the week. I made the decision not to 
clean the brass as I figured it would get dirty 
quicker than I could clean it anyway. It proved to 
be the correct choice as we made it to Veale 
Gardens for the start of our run. Gavin McNeil’s 
son drove the veteran Humber and was doing a 
fine job. 
We found out quickly that although Veale 
Gardens is a lovely place to start our runs there is 
very little shelter from the rain. ‘Mabel’ and the 
Voysey Ford sought shelter under a large tree. My 
hat comes off to Phil Keane who came on the run 
with no hood. He just placed tarps over the 
upholstery. That is what I call a dedicated veteran 
motorist! 
The run was very short to St. Peters College 
where we drove around the perimeter before 
entering the 88 acres of grounds. Yes, 88 acres.  
 

 
 
Once parked inside we had time for a cuppa and 
morning tea. After our mid morning refreshments  
we had a guided tour by Ian Voysey, and David 
Bishop who is an old scholar of St Peters. We 
wandered all over the school seeing the early 
learning, middle and upper schools. The 
architecture is a mixture of old and new and St 
Peters has the oldest continually used classroom 
in the Southern Hemisphere since 1847. The 
grounds are immaculate, the scenery stunning, the 
buildings breathtaking, the company of others 
even better. 
I would like to say thank you to Ian Voysey for 
organising a wonderful morning. I for one had 
never been inside the college and it is truly an 
Adelaide gem not to be missed. Those members 
that stayed at home for various reasons really did 
miss out on an unusual and very interesting venue. 

David Chantrell 
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  Meetings  
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in June each 
year. 
PLEASE NOTE, we will not be meeting at the 
RSL on Wednesday 5th October, our gathering 
will be combined with a run to the Birdwood Mill 

on Sunday 9
th

 October to have a look at the new 
George Brooks automotive library. 
Wednesday 2

nd
 November,  Hamish McDonald 

will give us an interesting talk about the Clan 
McDonald collection. 
Wednesday 7

th 
 December will have a very 

informal gathering, please bring along a plate of 
goodies to share, and we will have a slide show of 
interesting cars running throughout the evening.  
January 2012, there will be no meeting. 

 

 Upcoming events 
 
.Sunday 9

th
 October Combined meeting and run to the Birdwood Mill.  Meet in the park opposite 

TTP at 9.30 for a 10 o’clock start. BYO morning tea for a comfort stop in 
Gumeracha.  Lunch will be sausage sizzle at the Mill, supplied by the club.  
BYO plates, salads and drinks etc.. 

Sunday 23
rd

 October We are invited to attend Mylor’s 120th Birthday Country Fair.  
Also a fete at Cabra College   

Sunday 30
th

 October London to Brighton Run 
Sunday 27

th
 November Norton Summit Hill Climb 

 

 From the Chair 

Firstly, I have to apologise yet again for my 
absence – another trip away.  This time we go to 
Victoria for the Bright Rally and then on to the 
Australian Motorcycle Grand Prix, where once 
again I shall be waving flags and hopefully 
witnessing Casey Stoner put in another winning 
performance. 
Secondly, it would be very remiss of me if I did 
not make mention of what a wonderful job our 
new editor is doing with our Club magazine.  
Tony certainly has risen to the occasion, and the 
high standards set by Leon have been upheld.  
Thank you Tony, and congratulations.  I’m sure 
he will appreciate any contributions, articles etc. 
to assist him in his endeavours. 
Whilst on the subject of new appointments, I have 
to mention another outstanding performer.  When 
Dianne resigned as Club Secretary, I thought it 
would be an impossible task to find a 
replacement.  David Chantrell was talked into 
taking on the job – he is, after all, a very busy 
man with a young family.  However, not only is 
he coping well with the seemingly endless amount 
of work, he is every bit as “neat” as Dianne and 
still volunteering for extra duties.  And he’s still  
 

 
 
 
smiling.  A big thank you, David, for a wonderful 
performance. 
Unfortunately, I shall be away for our day at 
Birdwood – this follows the success of the Mylor 
venture, and should be even better.  Not only is 
there a meeting as well, but a barbecue to keep 
hunger at bay whilst enjoying the use of the oval 
track in our vehicles.  And hopefully no dogs to 
avoid.  Our thanks to the National Motor Museum 
and to Matthew for arranging the day – sorry 
Dianne and I can’t join you. 
I mentioned earlier about our Secretary 
volunteering for extra duties.  One of these is 
serving on the Barossa Rally Committee with Neil 
Francis and Phil Keane.  The team have been 
busy, and it seems to me all the major 
arrangements are in place, with just some of the 
details to be finalised.  I am confident this will be 
a “not-to-be-missed” event, as it is shaping up to 
be a great rally.  Book your accommodation as 
soon as you can – already one motel is full. 
Dianne tells me we have in excess of 110 paid-up 
members, so we are looking very healthy at this 
stage.  I find it a wonderful Club to belong to – 
the company is great. 

Howard 
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 From the Secretary 

Our club run to St. Peters College was fantastic. 
Although it drizzled all day the 88 acres of 
grounds was beautiful and a fabulous, unusual 
event for a club run. A couple of weeks ago Ian & 
I went with the Model ‘T’ Ford Club to Fort 
Glanville. This venue should be put on our 
calendar as it was only a short distance around 
town and a very interesting, interactive historic 
venue. 
With the weather starting to get better our 
calendar seems to fill itself without a lot of effort. 
Our next run is the combined monthly gathering 
and club run to the National Motor Museum. I 
won’t dwell too much here as Tony has all the 
details in the magazine. October 23rd is a busy 
Sunday with events at Cabra College and a 125th 
Mylor Anniversary for any member interested in 
going along and taking their cars. 
  

 
London to Brighton is on again on 30th October. 
All members are encouraged to enter as it a great 
spectacle of veteran motoring. Hopefully this year 
we can beat the 65 car, or thereabouts, entry 
record. So please fill in that entry form and 
support our local annual rally. Period dress is 
being encouraged this as it is SA’s 175th 
anniversary. Boy, where did those 175 years go? I 
don’t feel a day over 44... 
Ray Mossop has become a new registrar for the 
club in the northern suburbs. The registrar stamp 
is ready for collection and I will have it to Ray in 
the immediate future. Our subscriptions have 
come in for the Federation of Vintage Car Clubs. 
We see this organisation as very important to the 
movement and our fees have been paid to 
maintain our membership. 

David Chantrell

 

8
TH

 NATIONAL VETERAN MOTORCYCLE RALLY 

KINGAROY, QUEENSLAND, AUGUST 2011 
 
 
The 2011 event was held in Kingaroy, Queensland, in the centre of peanut country.  Due to the available 
accommodation being pre-booked for the power station overhaul for the preferred September/October 
timing, the bikes took to the road with the chill of winter still lingering.  This meant that the “beautiful one 
day, perfect the next” weather expected by southerners was not in obvious evidence, though fortunately only 
a couple of days produced short periods of heavy rain. 
Motorcyclists are a hardy lot, and as expected, an occasional drizzle did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm.  
The entries numbered 130, an outstanding (and record) entry list for the event.  A short Sunday afternoon 
shake-down run was enjoyed by most, touring gently around local roads. 
As is the case in all veteran rallies, the vehicles serve only to collect together like-minded enthusiasts, so 
catching up with old friends and meeting new ones is the best part of the week.  The regular “Morning 
Muster” at the H.Q. marquee gave everyone a chance to mingle, and warm the “innards” with coffee and a 
cake prior to setting off.  The morning teas were provided each day by the Kingaroy Kitchen, employing 47 
“special needs” people, and the food was excellent and varied.  Many of the ladies also visited the kitchen 
itself, and purchased many of their fine products to bring home.  Raffle prizes were awarded each day, and 
the organisers (The Historical Motor Cycle Club of Queensland) had arranged for the local constabulary to 
hold the traffic while we entered the main road on departure. 
Once again, a large bus had been chartered for the week, giving non-riders and partners a chance to join in 
everything (without getting cold).  Also, the bus driver visited places of interest the riders didn’t get to see, 
and all for the princely sum of $2 a day.  Dianne commented that it was fabulous value, and allowed people 
to feel part of the rally, too.  Also, it reduced considerably the number of cars following the bikes. 
The full-day runs varied from 120 to 160 kilometres, a perfect distance for elderly ladies and gentlemen on 
even more elderly machines.  Some of the hills were a challenge for the smaller-powered bikes, and their 
riders must be admired for their tenacity (and fitness) in pushing their steeds to the top of the hills before 
once again “running and jumping” to continue on their way.  A lady rider (one of the dozen or so) did this 
14 times in the course of the week, and still smiled at the end of each day. 
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I made mention before that the police assisted the morning departures from H.Q. – this came at a small 
price.  The T-junction onto the main road faced directly to a primary school, and the price exacted was an 
arrangement that the riders should not return to base before 4pm each afternoon to avoid children and 
parents.  On one occasion the day’s ride had, as luck would have it, managed to largely dodge any rain 
showers, which occurred over lunch.  This day we arrived at the outskirts of Kingaroy just a bit early, so we 
gathered 3km out of town to wait until 4 o’clock.  Yes, down it came, like a waterfall and no shelter to duck 
into.  It lasted about 5 minutes, and soaked everything and everyone.  So near, yet so far! 
For me, one of the highlights of the rally was the Thursday lunch stop at Tanguringi School.  Boasting just 
in excess of 50 primary students, the whole school (staff and students) turned out to entertain us with a 
concert.  Couple this with a lovely lunch prepared by parents and friends, and you have a recipe for the 
perfect mid-day break.  After lunch and concert, the children were given a close look at the cycles, an 
opportunity to meet the riders and of course a chance to check out the horns!  The experience was a total 
delight. 
We visited some lovely areas in a very under-rated part of Queensland.  The countryside is beautiful if not 
spectacular and responsible for the world supply of Duboisia (a bush/shrub whose bark is used for an extract 
to use in eye surgery) which should rival peanuts as the claim to fame of the district. 
As always the company was second to none.  The organising committee are to be congratulated.  Next time, 
in 2013, it will be New South Wales’ turn to host the rally, an event I have already started to look forward to 
with relish. 
Next month, I’ll continue reporting my veteran experiences in Queensland when I write about a visit to Club 
member Frank Cerutti and his wife Adrienne in Townsville. 
 

Howard 

 

  
Club Members (l-r):  David Jennings (Millicent) with his 
GCS, Howard Filtness with his Bell, Andrew McDougall 
(Melbourne) with his Matchless, Frances McDougall with 
her beautiful Ladies Douglas (and "L" plates) and Graham 
Treloar with his Triumph (sans pink cushion!) 

The Tuckey Family (l-r):  Charlie with the Pope, son-in-law 
Gary with granddaughter Bonnie Rose sitting on the Perry-
Vale, daughter Suzy and wife Margaret who shared the 
riding of the American Big X (Excelsior) with the baby-
sitting duties. 

 

  Help wanted 

The committee would very much like to hear from 
anyone who is interested in taking on the job of 
keeping the club website up to date. 
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  For sale 

2 Brownbuilt shelf units, each 1800h x 930w x 
320d, 6 shelves each, with additional shelves will 
make a 3 bay unit. $50.  

Tony Beaven 0407 716 162 

For sale 

Two veteran Humbers, one complete and going, 
one in kit form.  Talk to Terry Parker. 

Update:The ex Murray Mitchell complete car, has 
been sold, and is on its way back to SA. The DIY 
car is still for sale. 

 

For sale 

810 x 90 Waymaster tyre & tube. 

Contact Brian Forth (08) 8251 4213 

 

  Wanted to buy 

Veteran car requiring work, unfinished project, 
unrestored or old restoration.  I desperately need a 
project. 

Contact Neil Francis. 

Phone (08) 8373 4992 

Or email  neiljfrancis@bigpond.com. 

 Noal Mullins would like to know if anyone 
can identify this fire engine, seen recently on the 
Gold Coast. We don’t think that the 1903 on the 
radiator is the date. 
 

 
 

 

 

 Did you see this?. It is a screen shot of the 
Renault used in the recent TV series Downton 
Abbey. 
 

 
 
 

 Advance Notice: 13, 14 October, 2012 

A weekend to Remember in Burra and MorganA weekend to Remember in Burra and MorganA weekend to Remember in Burra and MorganA weekend to Remember in Burra and Morgan 

Come and join us in Burra for a weekend of 
Motoring Nostalgia and Adventure, which will 
include a re-enactment of the 1906 Burra Motor 
Club’s Drive across the salt-bush plain to Morgan 
on Sunday 14 October 2012. Event run by The 
Northern Automotive Restoration Club SA Inc. 
Further information will be sent soon. 

Roger Cross 
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 Proprietary Engines in the Veteran Years 

 
…..continued 

In the teens as some vehicle brands became more significant the identities of the proprietary engine 
manufacturers faded and became less visible. This was due to the rise of the “megabrands” such as Ford and 
Dodge and Morris where components were made in house or simply contracted to the brand’s specification. 
This also tended to reduce and decimate the small manufacturers in the market.  Who these days remembers 
that the Stutz Bearcat raceabout  of 1914 had a mighty 4 cylinder Wisconsin motor of  some 6.4 litres 
putting out 60 horsepower.  Next time you spy a Wisconsin industrial motor, possibly on your local tree 
contractors “munching machine” spare a thought and pause to think “How are the mighty fallen”. 
Indeed by the end of World War 1 the American market for proprietary motors was probably much larger 
than in other countries. In a market of 186 truck brands only 29 makers used their own motor.  Of the rest of 
the 186 brands, Continental supplied 76, Buda 33, Wisconsin 10 and Waukesha 9 with miscellaneous other 
smaller engine providers delivering the remaining 11.  The range of US proprietary engines was immense at 
that time however for those who believe that there’s no substitute for cubic inches I recommend the 6 
cylinder 53/4” x7” Continental which developed 104 hp at a lazy 1000rpm. These 15 litre engines were used 
in logging tractors but if you find one you will need another truck to bring it home as with its bronze 
crankcase the engine alone weighed just under 1600lbs. 
How do such proprietary motors and components relate to our club a century later?  It may not be highly 
visible but it remains relevant to our happy band of eccentrics. 
One of our members has a Marlborough, a 1913 light car assembled and sold by T B Andre (later of friction 
damper fame) in the UK.  That car uses a 4 cylinder Alpha motor made by Johnson, Hurley & Martin in 
Coventry.  The remainder of the car was manufactured from proprietary parts, mostly imported from 
France.  
Another member has a penchant for small veteran Delages.  After using DeDion motors, Delage then moved 
on to small four cylinder overhead inlet valve motors made by Chapuis Dornier in France and later on to 
Ballot motors.   
Chapuis Dornier had commenced at Besancon in France in 1905 initially making single cylinder engines.  In 
1909 they followed with a four cylinder engine which had their patented cylinder head which incorporated 
both the inlet and exhaust manifold in the casting, while putting the overhead inlet valves under a neat cover 
at the top of the motor.  In 1910 they moved to Puteaux and apparently sold 2,000 engines that year. 
Edward Ballot first made marine engines in Paris in about 1906 and was soon supplying nearly 50 vehicle 
manufacturers.  His firm made Hispano Suiza aero engines during World War I before moving on to make 
its own high performance vehicles in vintage years. 
As was often the case with proprietary engines, in 1910 Delage negotiated with Ballot to provide engines 
for them, including eventually that the engines were to be labelled “Delage” so continuing a trend as old as 
the industry of “badge engineering”. 
That marketing trend is not isolated as the excellent Lewis Motorcycle website of Leon Mitchell shows that 
Precision (F E Baker) in England would provide engines with the buyer’s brand name cast into the 
crankcase if sufficient numbers were purchased and might even be persuaded to produce a secondary 
“exclusive” own brand motor if desired. 
The early water-cooled Lewis motorcycle seen on occasions has a motor manufactured by Stevens Bros of 
Wolverhampton  which later developed into the AJS motorcycle brand.  Other locally “made” veteran 
motorcycles use JAP, Precision and Villiers engines during the veteran period, usually assembled with 
imported frame and cycle components.  
In Adelaide there is also the remains of a veteran Saxon roadster, a small, light US built vehicle which at 
first used side valve Ferro motors of approximately 1.4 litre.  These were shortly after replaced by the four 
cylinder Continental engines, possibly similar to those used by the Morris Oxford. Small variations were 
obviously possible for clients as it appears that all Saxons in Australia had magneto ignition (for the rugged 
colonies) whereas for home production they had coil and distributor ignition. 
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Even Straker Squire later used proprietary motors, a 4 cylinder Dorman, albeit in the 1920s when their 
fortunes were declining. 
As times got harder in the twenties many small brands went to the wall and therefore the market for 
proprietary motors for cars greatly decreased. 
Times were, and still are, changing and with the growing dominance of the global “mega-brands” of 
automobile the opportunities for proprietary motors largely disappeared forcing those surviving 
manufacturers to scramble into other markets to survive.   
In the USA, in the thirties Wisconsin became the familiar air cooled industrial motors they are today while 
aircraft engines became the core industry of Continental Motors until it was purchased in December 2010 
by Chinese government interests.   
Now it is largely the case that the only true proprietary motors in use are large capacity diesel engines 
available for prime mover or marine use 
Possibly the last small US specialised producers of cars to use brought in motors were Checker taxicabs or 
the relaunched Avanti Coupe (formerly Studebaker) who used Chevrolet V8s but both were gone by the 
1990s.  
In the UK the situation was similar and by the 1990s there were only a few British sports cars which used 
brought in motors such as Jensen and Morgan.  Diesel motors were purchased from various global sources 
for stalwarts such as Land Rover 
Similarly to the US, in the UK the last bastion of proprietary motors like elsewhere appears to be in the 
diesel engines used in heavy commercial vehicles.  
As for there being a plethora of brands, an available range of engines of all sizes and types that would 
enable your local garage or bike shop to turn out a finished vehicle you desired, that’s long gone. 
 

Peter Allen 
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  Update on Barossa rally accommodation 

 
The Top Drop Motel have come back with some 
special rates for us, for the rally weekend. 
Ground floor rooms, all with Queen size beds & 
ensuites. 
Standard room, $75 for single, $80 for a couple. 
Deluxe room, has DVD player and microwave 
$85 for single, $90 for a couple. 
Twin rooms, (1 queen & 1 single beds) & ensuite, 
$85 for 2 or $95 for 3 people. 
Family room, sleeps 4 or 5, $125 for 4, $135 for 5 
people. 
Continental Breakfast optional, from $3 to $9 p.p. 
Website www.topdropmotel.com.au/ 
Email address top-drop@bigpond.net.au 
Phone Jodie on 8562 1033 
And don’t forget to mention the car club. 

 
 
        

 
Somebody could have done with one of 

these on the September run.

 

  This month’s Mystery car 
 

 
 
Last months car was a Hupp Yeats Model 2A Torpedo Roadster of about 1917. While we all know about 
Hupmobile 20s and Hupmobile 32's (whose sales pitch was "Ugly as a warthog and just as tough") this was 
another product from Robert Hupps group of companies that was marketed for a more refined clientiele. It 
used a 48 volt 35 amp Westinghouse electric motor bolted direct to the differential which driving at 16-1700 
rpm produced a top speed of 20mph and a cruising range of approximately 75 miles. Production started in 
1911 and most were closed cars. While it is said 1000 were produced from 1911 to 1913, by 1915 possibly 
due to the popularity of electic cars declinining the price was reduced to $1500 which did however include a 
battery charging station. At the same time the differential was changed to a worm drive to cope with all that 
torque from the electric motor.  In 1919 production stopped but there are several survivors in America but it 
seems no Torpedo Roadsters have survived. More information can be 
found on the site www.evalbum.com/1018  where Myles Twete discusses the restoration of his 1911 Hupp 
Yeats 4 passenger coupe 

 
 

 Answers please to editor@vccsa.org.au 
Or phone me on 0407 716 162 
And I don’t think you will find this one 
in the Brooks Books. 
 
No million dollar prizes, just the 
satisfaction of getting it right. 
 
We will try to make this a regular item, 
if we can find enough weird and 
wonderful photos. 

Ed
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  Before and after 
   

     
Snapshot of Neil Francis’ Napier, from which we can establish that  it’s owner in 1925 was Mr J.Graham of 
2 Henry Street Norwood. When the car was found at Port Noarlunga in 1955 it was owned by ‘Ossie’ 
Graham, whether the same person or a relative we don’t know.    It’s definitely more shiny now Neil. 

 
 

                   

Dust masks, from an advertisement in a 1907 
British Motoring magazine. 
These helped to install a fear of motoring in 
the general public. 

The ‘Fat Controller’ is alive and well!
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It’s on again!!! 
 

Our weekend rally 
 

This time we will be based in Nuriootpa 
in the beautiful Barossa Valley 

 
Saturday & Sunday 14th & 15th April 2012 

With optional run on Friday 13th 
 

Registrations of interest to: secretary@vccsa.org.au  
or David Chantrell on (08) 8345 0665 

 
 

        
 

Accommodation:  
We have bulk bookings at the Vine Court Motel (Rally HQ) & 

Vine Hotel (www.vineinn.com.au) 
and 

Top Drop Motel (www.topdropmotel.com.au/) 
Just mention the rally for a discount. 

 

There is also a very nice caravan park in Nuriootpa (www.barossatouristpark.com.au/) 
 

The Veteran Car Club 

of South Australia Inc. 


