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  Combined away meeting & visit to Birdwood Mill 
 

      
  Morning tea stop at Gumeracha     Master chef & junior master chef               Lots of clean plates 
 

      
   George Brooks’ 1909 Humber                 Inside the new library                   The bikes came as well 
 
On Sunday 9th October, we held our first away meeting, at the Birdwood Mill.  Not a huge turn out, but a 
very enjoyable day for those of us who did attend.  We had a morning tea stop in the lovely park at 
Gumeracha, then on to the Mill.  Matthew was there to welcome us on arrival, and we were allowed to park 
on the forecourt in front of the new building.  We then proceeded to the indoor BBQ area, where Matthew 
already had the barbeques hot, and the sausages and bread ready for us.  The volunteer chefs got to work 
immediately, doing a marvellous job, then with salads etc. on the tables, we all had lunch, followed by a 
brief meeting.  After the clear up, we were able to leave our bags in the room, and go for a tour of the 
refurbished mill building, now the George Brooks Library.  Not finished yet, but the first floor is looking 
impressive, with the shelving in place, and a lot of the books and magazines sorted, although there are still 
many boxes yet to be unpacked.  The top floor is being used as a store at the moment, but will eventually 
have a false ceiling to hide the yet to be installed air conditioning, then the rest of the shelving can be 
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erected. The ground floor is empty, and smells rather musty. There are new stairs throughout the building, 
and they have done a marvellous job of inserting steel into the old wooden posts and beams, so as not to 
spoil the look of the building.  I understand that the library will not be open to the public, but car enthusiasts 
will be welcome to visit by appointment.  Also they could do with some more volunteers to help with the 
sorting of books etc., and running of the library. 

Tony 

 

 From the Secretary 
The club day at the National Motor Museum was 
a great day. The work on the George Brooks 
Library is fantastic, although still not finished. 
The volunteers there are working hard and when 
completed it will be a library of which we can be 
very proud. I would like to thank the Birdwood 
Mill for having us and Matthew Lombard for 
organising our tucker for the BBQ. 

Some of you may or may not know that I also 
coach netball for Oakdale. So it shouldn’t come as 
a surprise that I could not attend this month’s 
committee meeting as we had tickets for the 
International Netball Test between Australia and 
New Zealand.  

This report is a bit unusual as I am writing it 
before the London to Brighton Run knowing it 
will be published after the event. I can only hope 
that the weather stays good and all of the 40 odd 
entrants make their way to Mile End and have a 
great day as per normal. I am looking forward to 
seeing and catching up with many of our club 
members on the run. 

It was a sad week with the passing of long time 
car enthusiast and Ford ‘T’ owner Bob Eglinton. I 
grew up with Bob many years ago in the Model 
‘T’ Ford Club and have fond memories of many, 
many club runs. I offer my personal condolences 
to Marion and the family.  

Our club’s insurance came due on the 1st October. 
This was my first experience with this side of the 
club. All of the paperwork has been completed, 
the bill paid and the new certificates are in the 
club’s files. So we are insured for public liability 
and other things again for another year. 

There has been a discussion on a club banner of 
which I have been charged by the committee to 
organise and purchase. I have looked at many 
types, heights, widths, materials and most 
importantly how it will fold up in a veteran car for 
travelling to venues as required. I still have 
another place to visit in Adelaide and until I do so 
I am not in a position to report back to the club. 

As the quoted costs have varied from $150-$400. 
I want to make sure we get what we want and can 
actually use. 

David Chantrell 

 From the Membership Secretary 
We are now home, after much travelling this year  
although Howard is now in Wagga Wagga at the 
funeral of an old friend, a veteran motor cyclist. 
We were both sorry to hear of the passing of Bob 
Eglinton, our thoughts are with Marion. 
I would like to welcome to the Club new members 
Rai Lapins, who has joined after the passing away 
of his father, Roly, and also Winston Francis from 
Clare – welcome both. 
I have also sent 2 more membership applications 
following a query, and look forward to hearing 
from them soon.  This would bring our 
membership to 115, and I will be issuing a new 
membership list to all members as soon as I have 
time to double check all details. 

Dianne 

 Not the Chairman’s report 
There is no Chairman’s report for this month, 
unfortunately Howard has been far too busy.  
Firstly there was the Bright rally, followed by 
other high country touring, from there he went to 
Phillip Island to do his marshalling bit for the 
Australian MotoGP.  He had only just returned 
home, when he heard of the death of a very good 
friend in Wagga Wagga, so after Sunday at Cabra 
College, off again interstate for the funeral. 
After a quick 
ring around, 
we managed 
three cars at 
Cabra, thank 
you Julian 
and Terry 
for joining 
Howard, just 
a pity we 
didn’t have a club banner with our display. 

Ed 
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VALE 

ROBERT (BOB) STEWART EGLINTON 
1927  -  2011 

 
It is with deep regret that we learned of Bob’s 
death on Sunday, October 23rd.  
 
Bob was very proud of the fact that he was a 
fifth generation Scottish Australian, and a fifth 
generation engineer.  His great great 
grandfather Robert Eglinton, migrated to South 
Australia in 1854, as a practicing blacksmith 
and wheelwright,  
Three generations later, Lindsay Eglinton 
started Eglinton Engineering Company, at 
Capper Street, Kent Town, and it was in this, 
his father’s business, that Bob successfully 
served his apprenticeship as a general and 
automotive engineer and fitter and turner.  
 
Then after a year, Bob 
left to work in the 
relatively new GMH 
Holden plant at 
Woodville. His 
undoubted talents saw 
him rapidly progress 
from the shop floor to 
leading hand, to shift 
supervisor, and finally 
into the drawing office 
and the estimating 
team. 
During this period, in 1953, Marion Fraser and 
Bob were married. Shortly after, they moved 
into their home at Elm Grove, where they have 
lived ever since. 
 
One day we all decided to make an 
adventurous trip, and drive to Sydney. 
After building a camping trailer, the four of us 
began the first of many trips away together by 
driving a prewar 12HP Wolseley to Sydney 
and back. On the way home the car ran a big 
end near Ballarat. To our surprise a friendly 
garage owner let us loose in his garage. By 
lunch the next day we had poured a new big 
end, Bob machined it, we fitted it and were on 
our way. It could not possibly happen today, 

nor could it have happened without Bob’s 
skills. 
 
In 1971, even with the responsibilities of a 
growing family, Bob made the decision to 
fulfill a lifetime ambition, by starting his own 
business, Eglinton Engineering. Marion’s 
contribution should never be overlooked. With 
obvious pride he occasionally spoke of the 
success of his company, but his proudest 
moment came when his sons David and Ian, 
decided to continue the business, when Bob 
retired. The family tradition thus continues. 
Bob had an abiding interest in older motor 
vehicles, owning and restoring to perfection a 
vintage Ford T, veteran Ford T, 14/40 
Vauxhall, and a 12/70 Alvis. 
As well, we both owned vintage Baby Austin 
7’s, and one day we all decided to make 
another trip together, by joining the Victorian 
Austin 7 Club and send our cars to England for 
the 75th birthday celebrations, of the first 
Austin 7. 
The principle event was a 2 week tour of 
France. We also toured England together, both 
before and after that event. We had shared 
another adventure.   
There are a legion of older car owners who 
owe Bob a debt of gratitude, because without 
his diagnostic skills gained over years of 
experience, many problems would not have 
been solved, and without his machining skills, 
replacement parts would never have been 
made. He was the complete  perfectionist. 
Bob was always willing to pass on his wealth 
of knowledge to any one interested. 
 
Bob is survived by his wife Marion, his 
daughter Andrea and his sons David and Ian, 
and their families.  
A life well lived and shared – we will miss 
him, but we are all the better for having known 
him. 
 

Stuart and Claire MacDonald
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  Springtime in Bright 
 
I was never a skiing aficionado. I blame this 
largely on hav Mullins’ garage, photo taken circa 
1910, and a very recent photo.  Still a garage, but 
ing a brother who was stretchered off a mountain 
and spent 3 nights in the Cooma hospital where 
they unsuccessfully tried to reduce his tibial 
fracture using the ‘Cooma Boot’. He could only 
get out of the place because there was a public 
coin operated phone between his ward and the 
operating theatre. He gave up the pursuit after that 
too. One disadvantage of this aversion to falling 
over on slippery surfaces was that I had never 
before seen Bright, which is in the Ovens valley at 
the foot of Mount Buffalo, and at the end of the 
valley is Mount Hotham. I was therefore delighted 
to spend a week in this very picturesque part of 
Australia in the slightly less dangerous pursuit of 
rallying veteran cars. 
 

 
     
David Holden, who retired from Melbourne to 
this area years ago, put a lot of effort into 
organizing this very well run event. He is clearly 
an advocate for the area and mobilized his many 
friends to partake and to act as support staff, and 
the result was a rally that was every bit as full and 
well organized and well patronized as a National 
Rally. 
 
Although in an alpine region the Ovens river has 
flowed through this valley for so long that it has 
left a large area of river flats that were very 
welcome for veteran owners with single cylinder 
cars with only two forward gears. The river flats 
also provided the first impetus for European 
settlement of the area and that was gold. 

Alluvial gold was panned and then dredged with 
huge mechanical dredges that could go down to a 
depth of 100 feet pulling up river sand, separating 
the gold and then depositing it aft. There were 
some fifty of these operating in the area at the 
peak of operation some with big enough steel 
buckets that could accommodate a small 
motorbike. This has left some large ‘dredge holes’ 
one of which we visited. 
There is also a legacy of Chinese migration that 

was not greeted with 
enthusiasm by the 
Europeans, largely 
due to the fact that 
the Chinese were 
very effective at 
extracting gold 
because they 
worked together. In 
the 20th century 
other industries 
grew including 

tobacco growing, introduced by Italian prisoners 
of war and which continued until the 1980s when 
the evils of this product were being realized, and 
also the growing of hops done mainly by the 
Chinese, and which continues in a small area to 
this day, but there are many oast houses 
throughout the area indicating a much bigger role 
in the past. 
 

 
 
On the Monday we visited Harrietville which is a 
historic village, further up the Ovens valley than 
Bright, and which was the centre of the mining 
activity in the valley. On the Wednesday we 
motored to the foot of Mount Buffalo and went 
the rest of the way up the Mountain to the chalet, 
by bus. 
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The chalet was a magnificent wooden building 
built in about 1910 and currently awaiting a tenant 
to return it to its former glory of the 1920’s when 
all of Melbourne’s elite appear to have visited the 
place. We also visited Myrtleford and Lake 
Buffalo and a picturesque village called 
Wandiligong – the quaint names are also a feature 
of the area. 
Given that Bright is in the north eastern corner of 
Victoria the rally was well supported by people 
from NSW and also Queensland, and even a New 
Zealander. Brass radiator Model T Fords were in 
abundance – I don’t think I have been on a rally 
with so many. 

Ian Berg brought his lovely twin cylinder 1908 
Buick recently imported from America. It had the 
unusual problem of fracturing and losing rollers 
from the single large drive chain. 
Peter Arnold from Queensland had a smaller 
horizontal twin Buick. There was a good 
representation of English and European cars 
including FN, Crossley, Hotchkiss, Talbot and 
Napier. 
David and his helpers deserve a great deal of 
credit for their meticulous organization and for 
appreciating a fine area to run a veteran car rally. 
 

Julian McNeil
 

 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 

Wednesday 2nd November,  Hamish McDonald 
will give us an interesting talk about the Clan 
McDonald collection. 
Wednesday 7th  December will have a very 
informal gathering, please bring along a plate of 
goodies to share, and we will have a slide show of 
interesting cars running throughout the evening.  
January 2012, there will be no meeting. 

 Upcoming events 
 
Sunday 27th November Norton Summit Hill Climb. Meet at the Tower Hotel, Magill Rd, 9-30am for 

a 10am start.  BYO lunch, table & chairs etc., for a pleasant lunch in Mt 
Lofty Botanic Gardens. 

Thursday 26th January Australia Day breakfast run. Meet at Caffe Buongiorno, Belair Rd, Hawthorn 
at 7am for a short run in the hills, returning there for breakfast. 

 

  Help wanted 

The committee would very much like to hear from 
anyone who is interested in taking on the job of 
keeping the club website up to date.  

  Wanted to buy 

Veteran car requiring work, unfinished project, 
unrestored or old restoration.  I desperately need a 
project. 
Contact Neil Francis. Phone (08) 8373 4992 
Or email  neiljfrancis@bigpond.com.  
 

 Tyres 
Another order is being compiled for Members’ 
veteran and vintage car and motorcycle tyres. 
Phone Brian 8251 4213 or 0409 514 213 

 
 

  For that restoration 
Painting: Restoration, re-paints and damage touch 
ups with minor panel work. Young tradesman 
working after hours, club members cars & 
motorcycles. 
The Kolor Shed 
Phone Matt 8390 3918 or 0457 042 646. 
  

  Windscreen stickers 
The club is having some new windscreen stickers 
printed.  These will still be for adhesion to the 
inside of the windscreen, but will have a white 
background, making them much more visible. 
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They will be available soon to members at $1 
each, in both veteran car & bike formats.  
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         The Rare & Unusual 
Model ‘B’ Ford 

 
Photos & text courtesy of The Henry Ford 

Museum, The Early Ford Register, The Model ‘T’ 
Ford Club of America & The Towe Auto Museum. 

 

 

 
 
When the Ford Motor Company was founded in 
June 1903 its first car was the two cylinder 8hp 
model ‘A’.  This was the Ford motor car for 1903 
and most of 1904.  The Ford Motor Company had 
much success with its centrally mounted 2-
cylinder format and in December 1904 the 10 hp 
model ‘C’ was released, which was a somewhat 
revised model ‘A’.  Later versions of the model 
‘A’ were given the model ‘C’ motor and were 
named the model ‘AC’.  About March 1905 the 
larger 12hp model ‘F’ was added to the sales line 
up.  The ‘C’ & ‘F’ models continued well into 
1906 and were the mainstay of the company.  
Like their successors the models ‘N’, ‘R’, ‘S’ & 
‘T’ they all featured a 2-speed planetary 
transmission. 
 
Indeed the first Ford registered in South Australia 
was a model ‘F’.  It was registered #249 to Mr. 
Gus Ebling of Semaphore.  Unfortunately I have 
not come across a surviving photo. 
 
James Couzens, a co-founder of the Ford Motor 
Co. argued from the beginning that Ford should 
have a large car.  Most veteran car enthusiasts 
have heard this story before with Henry designing 
the huge 6-cylinder car called the model ‘K’; it 
was this car that apparently gave Henry Ford his 
dislike for 6-cylinder cars. 
 

What is not widely known is the model ‘K’ was 
Ford’s second attempt at the high end market.  In 
October of 1904 the 20hp 4-cylinder Model B 
appeared on a whopping 92” wheelbase.  Priced at 
$2000 fob Detroit it was over twice the price of 
the model ‘A’.  This car represented a complete 
paradigm shift for Henry Ford as it had a 4-
cylinder engine mounted conventionally at the 
front of the car. 
 
The model ‘B’ followed the colour scheme of the 
day being painted “Rich Dark Green with yellow 
running gear” being trimmed in “black, of best 
leather & handsomely tufted” according to the 
sales brochure.  It also boasted a 15 gallon fuel 
tank, battery ignition and a top speed of 40 mph.  
Although 3 times the horsepower at only double 
the price sales were dismal and in 1906 this model 
was dropped from the catalogue to be replaced by 
another sales dud the famous model ‘K’.  
 

 
Model ‘B’ Fords being assembled at Ford’s new 
Piquette Avenue factory c1905. Photo courtesy of 
the Henry Ford Museum. 
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Of all of the early Fords the model ‘B’ is the 
rarest by far.  Of the 750 or so manufactured only 
5 examples are known to survive, one of which is 
displayed in the Henry Ford Museum in Detroit, 
Michigan and another in The Towe Auto Museum 
in Sacramento, California. 
 

       
 

       
 
The 1904 example in the photos are of #373 in the 
Towe Auto Museum.  Ed Towe purchased this car 
unrestored in 1974 from Herb Blooms in 
Arlington, Texas and took 7 years to restore it to 
the beautiful condition we see it today. 
 

David Chantrell 

  This month’s Mystery car 
 

 
 
Last months car was an 1898 Hurtu. I received a correct reply from a Mike Worthington-Williams, whom I 
don’t know, although he puts the year at 1899, my source has it as 1898.  I think that we will leave that 
where it stands. 

Tony 

  Before and after 
   

     

   Answers please to  editor@vccsa.org.au   
Or phone me on 0407 716 162   

 And, can you name the people in the 
photograph 

  
  
No million dollar prizes, just the  
satisfaction of getting it right.   
  
We will try to make this a regular item,  
if we can find enough weird and  
wonderful photos.   

Ed   

Snapshot of Merrington
Mullins’ garage, photo 
taken circa 1910, and a 
very recent photo.  Still 
a garage, but now used 
as a parking station. 
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 A Trip to North Queensland 
 
Following the National Veteran Motorcycle Rally in Kingaroy, Dianne and I decided to extend our time 
away.  Having travelled so far, and Dianne never having ventured further than Brisbane, a return to my 
temporary home town of Cairns seemed like a good idea. 
 
We left the trailer with the Bell inside at my cousin’s house in Gladstone, and headed north.  Two days later 
we were in Cairns, after seeing first-hand some of the devastation caused by the recent cyclone “Yasi” – it 
must have been a frightening, heartbreaking experience for those affected.  After 3 or 4 days venturing as 
far as Port Douglas, and checking out the rain forest, a train ride and skyrail trip to and from Kuranda, and 
the magnificent botanical gardens it was back to Townsville to catch up with my old friend (and VCCSA 
member) Frank Cerutti and his wife Adrienne. 
 
When I first encountered them 35 years ago, Frank was driving a vintage Chevrolet and restoring a 1916 
Dennis fire engine which was once the pride of the Townsville Fire Brigade.  In Adelaide last year, he 
informed me it was completed, so I couldn’t wait to see it.  Like most boys, one of my childhood dreams 
was to be responsible for ringing the bell on a fire engine, and as it turns out, it was also one of Dianne’s 
lifelong ambitions.  You can only imagine our excitement when Frank asked if we would like to go for a 
ride! 

First, some details.  The machine is in full working order, and 
can pump water at a prodigious rate.  The ladder is also 
entirely restored, but it would take a brave man to climb to the 
top with a hose!  It is “wagon-wheel” mounted, and wheeled 
away from the unit when in use.  The truck has solid rubber 
tyres, and is powered by a 4-cylinder 9 litre engine with crank-
handle start.  It returns about 4 miles to each gallon of petrol 
consumed, and is on full Queensland registration. 
 
Although truck and ladder form quite a lengthy combination, 
the wheel-base is not overly-long and this allows quite sharp 
turns to be made.  (Lucky, really, as the drive from the garage 

at the back of the house is quite narrow between Adrienne’s beautiful garden beds).  Frank accomplished 
this with ease, so we all climbed aboard at the front gate and set off on the ride of a lifetime.  Yes, I got to 
ring the bell, though had to relinquish my front-seat position for the return trip so Dianne could take over 
this duty.  Sitting side-ways on the narrow bench seats on the way home was “exciting” and required a fairly 
good hold on something firmly attached to remain aboard.  It was wonderful!! 
 
As a usable veteran vehicle, a fire engine has its draw-backs.  Well, for a start, there’s that 4 miles to the 
gallon, and this is not easily avoided by “trailering” it to distant rallies.  Frank tells me its height needs a 
low-loader to move it, which would cost an arm and a leg.  The ideal solution, of course, is to have a small 
veteran car as well for “away games”, so towing to events becomes possible. 
 
And Frank and Adrienne have solved the problem.  Earlier this year, 
arrangements were made to import from America a very pretty 1909 2 
cylinder Maxwell Runabout, complete and running.  It is very similar 
to the one owned by member Roger Cross, seen at Strathalbyn earlier 
this year.  As with all new acquisitions, the car has some work to be 
done on it to bring it up to Frank’s exacting standards.  The engine 
runs quite sweetly, the horizontally-opposed twin starting readily after 
a couple of swings of the crank. 
The car is an “older restoration”, and a few months in Frank’s garage 
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will soon see it in first-class condition.   
Mechanically it is very sound, requiring just the odd attention to a minor weep here or loose fitting there, 
and the upholstery needs a few repairs. (Whilst on the subject of upholstery, the 1909 American registration 
certificate is still taped to the underside of the seat squab). Frank has adapted some Ford Falcon wheel 
bearings to replace the worn out unobtainable originals. 
We will probably never see the Dennis transported from Townsville to take part in one of our Club runs, but 
Frank and Adrienne are planning to show up 3000 kilometres from home to join us in their absolutely 
delightful Maxwell LD Runabout for our Club rally, possibly in 1913. 

Howard 
 

 Some London to Brighton photos. 
What a beautiful day, and what a wonderful turn out, I think that the VCCSA must have been represented by 
at least half the cars attending.    Did anyone see the lady trying to spin candy floss in the wind?, she had 
more on herself than in the bags.  There were also some ex Rowley Park Speedway machines on display at 
Glandore. 
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It’s on again!!! 


Our weekend rally 



 














 







 

We are still waiting for your expressions of interest, 
so that we can send out entry forms. 


