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  2011 Norton Summit Hill Climb 

 

          
      

          
    
It was great to wake up Sunday morning with clear blue sky and a forecast of mid 20’s.  Just the right 
weather for pleasant veteran motoring.  It was a change from Friday night and Saturday morning when we 
had 33mm of rain at Humbug Scrub.  We didn’t fancy getting the brass all tarnished again, having spent 
many hours through the week polishing. 
A good turnout of veteran cars and motor bikes assembled at the starting point, the Tower Hotel Magill, at 
9.30 ready for the 10.00 start.  In addition there were a number of vintage and classic cars present. 
After our “Pre Climb Talk” from Phil Keane we were on our way.  The climb for us necessitated second 
gear most of the way with an occasional shift back to first gear.  It is a spectacular view back over the 
plains, out to the north and then the beautiful Morialta reserve. 
We were relieved and pleased to reach the photo point where Tony and Sheena Beaven were busy having 
morning tea and taking photos, Tony’s morning tea arriving on a tray courtesy of Sheena.  Our relief on the 
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car reaching that point with nothing untoward happening must have shown on our faces, as we were 
presented later in the day with the “Happiness Award”. 
We continued on to the Norton Summit Hotel where I managed to stall the car at the Stop sign right outside 
the hotel.  Of course we were cheered by a number of cyclists having refreshments on the hotel balcony.  
(We were to encounter many hundreds of cyclists on Sunday; it’s amazing to see so many people out and 
about.)  No sooner had I got out of the car to crank it up when an RAA van pulled up right behind us and 
turned his flashing lights on.  One of the observers on the hotel balcony yelled out “I’d Like to see you fix 
that up” to the RAA driver.  Fortunately the car started straight away and we were cheered on our way by 
the hotel crowd; the RAA driver commented “I didn’t even get my hands dirty!” 
The road took us up through Ashton around past the Cold Stores and on to Summertown.  That drive is 
breathtaking and every time you do it, it is always a bit different to the last time.  When we lived at Carey 
Gully it was always a beautiful drive down to Adelaide, and the Hills looked stunning for our tour this 
weekend. 
Down through the Piccadilly valley and on to Mt Lofty Botanic Garden was just wonderful; pottering along 
on two cylinders on a Sunday morning was an experience not to be missed. 
We gathered around for morning tea which blended eventually into lunch, and everyone appeared to enjoy 
the setting, their lunch, and the company.  Early afternoon saw the first people leave to go home with most 
people returning to Adelaide via the freeway or Greenhill Road.  We returned via Norton Summit, which 
proved a bit challenging as our brakes were not quite as good as we would have liked but we arrived safely 
at the bottom of the hill in due course. 
In closing, the day was delightful and memorable.  It would be good to see more entrants next year as the 
event and the venue make it a worthwhile outing.  Our thanks to Phil Keane for his organisation of this run. 

Sue and Don 
 

 Chairman’s Report 
It is with great sadness I have to report the passing 
of Len Clarke, one of the cornerstones of veteran 
motoring in South Australia on both two and four 
wheels.  Our sympathies go to his wife Joan and 
the rest of his family on their great loss. 
The latest addition to my garage, the 1913 
Matchless combination, is getting ever closer to 
making an appearance.  The engine makes all the 
right noises, but the old “Bremmer” belts are well 
past their use-by date and stretching alarmingly.  
Needless to say, the result is intermittent motive 
power transmitted to the rear wheel, where it is 
needed most.  A couple of other issues are still to 
be addressed, but the future is exciting. 
A suggestion has been tabled to the Committee 
which I am very excited about.  It involves one of 
our “brekky” runs this coming summer 
culminating in a display day at the Colonel Light 
Gardens RSL, our meeting night hosts.  This 
could benefit both the Club and our hosts, and I 
envisage it becoming an annual feature in our 
calendar. 
Our Rally Committee are now putting the final 
touches to the Nuriootpa weekend in April, and it 
looks better and better as it gets closer.  There is 

still some accommodation available, but it is 
filling fast, so if you haven’t yet done so, book 
soon.  Remember, the sooner you book the more 
likely you are to get your first choice.  An entry 
form is attached to this Bulletin, and rally 
secretary Dianne eagerly awaits its return. 
There is currently some difficulty with our 
website – editor Tony will have more details 
elsewhere, but please bear with us, it will all be 
corrected as soon as possible.  And our thanks to 
Frank Cord-Udy, whose expertise is helping to 
make it all happen. 
Finally, the review of the Club Rules 
(Constitution) will soon be available for your 
consideration – many thanks to Stuart MacDonald 
and David Chantrell for endless hours of hard 
work to get it right. 
May I take this opportunity to pass on from 
myself, Dianne and the Committee, the very best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
 
Happy veteran motoring, 

Howard 
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 From the Secretary 
The month started in one of the best runs I have 
been on, the London to Brighton Run. With over 
30 of the cars from our club it was a great 
spectacle of veteran motoring. This month saw the 
passing of another member, Len Clarke. I grew up 
in the Model ‘T ‘ Ford Club with Len & Joan and 
both were an integral part of my veteran car 
childhood. Len’s Humberette and the van are well 
known vehicles, a testament to the many, many 
miles and rallies these cars have attended. We 
offer our sincere condolences to Joan and the 
family at this sad time. 
Work on a club banner has been progressing and 
thanks to Neil Francis for taking this on board to 
assist me. It looks like it will be about 9’ tall and 
folding up into a small cylindrical bag that we can 
carry in a veteran car. The cost looks to be 
between the $400-500 mark. Quotes should be 
finalised by the next committee meeting. 
During this period work has been progressing on 
the website. Our domain name “vccsa.org.au” 
came due. My lack of IT knowledge came to the 
forefront once more with various emails with the 
host provider. Thank you to Leon Mitchell for 
sorting out the mess and renewing our domain 
name. 
 I am pleased to report that our club is growing 
and is stronger than ever. Your representation on 
the committee has also grown and we feel that 
having a meeting at a person’s house has simply 
become too much. As from 30th November the 
committee meetings are now held at the Colonel 
Light Gardens RSL. 
 A subcommittee of the club has been working on 
the constitution since the AGM, on addressing the 
issues highlighted from the floor. Many thanks to 
Stuart McDonald for his tedious and time 
consuming work. This has been brought together 
and presented to the committee for the first time at 
our last committee meeting 30th November. The 
committee will review the draft proposals over the 
holiday break and will discuss the draft proposals 
at our next meeting on the 27th January 2012. All 
things being equal we should be able to present 
the proposed draft constitutional amendments to 
the membership for consideration at the February 
gathering. Depending on feedback from the 
committee and members it is anticipated that the 

club will call a Special Meeting either for March 
or at the latest April to vote. 
 Entry forms for our Weekend Rally in 2012 are 
ready for distribution. Apart from being circulated 
through our “Bulletin” I will contact a number of 
clubs and interstate entries with the information.  
 On behalf of the committee I would like to wish 
every member and their families a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New year. 

 David Chantrell 
 

 From the Membership Secretary 
I have finally finished the copy of the membership 
list which will be distributed to all Club Members.  
This will be out by email to those with a 
computer, and posted to others.  It is confidential 
and only for Members, not to be issued to others. 
We currently have 112 fully paid members, and 
another 4 possibilities in the new year.  An 
exciting time for our Club. 
As Howard stated, I look forward to receiving 
your entry forms for the Barossa Rally. 
Christmas greetings to you all, and a safe and 
healthy New Year. 

Dianne 
 

  From the editor 
Some of you may have discovered that there is a 
little trouble with our website.  You may have 
received a warning notice from Google, advising 
not to continue. It appears that we have somehow 
been infected with some malicious software that 
can alter the website without our knowledge.  The 
problem is being worked on at the moment, and 
requires a lot of effort.  To this end it may be 
necessary for us to suspend the website for a 
period, in order to rectify the problem. 
We will get it fixed, and up and running again as 
soon as possible, so thank you for your patience. 
I am still in need of material for the Bulletin, any 
stories (tall or true), before and afters, interesting 
photos or mystery cars will be very well received. 
At our December gathering whilst you are 
enjoying your nibbles and natter, I will be running 
a slide show of some different veteran and other 
cars from overseas museums, and a few older 
photos from SA over the last 25 years. 
Seasons greetings to all of our readers. 

Tony
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VALE 

 

Len Clarke 
1924-2011 

 
A long-standing member of the South Australian veteran car club community and member of the Veteran 
Car Club of South Australia, Len Clarke, passed away on 9th November 2011. 
Despite declining health in recent years, Len remained a stalwart of the club, attending meetings with his 
son, Larry, whenever possible and relishing in opportunities to participate in rallies. His last rally, in his 
beloved 1903 Humberette, was with Larry at Strathalbyn. 

Len started restoring the Humberette after his marriage to Joan, 
who whetted his appetite for restoring and researching early 
vehicles after being captivated by a Darracq in the movie, 
Genevieve.  Then living in Western Australia, the couple scoured 
the state for restoration projects. 
Such was their love of veteran vehicles that Len and Joan moved 
to South Australia specifically because of the sincerity of the 
veteran car movement in this state. Len continued his prolific 
restorations of vehicles here, with Joan undertaking research on 
their behalf.  
Among Len’s many restoration projects were the beloved 
Humberette, 1910 and 1913 Model T Fords, motorcycles 

(including the 1900 Rose and 1902 FN), plus Penny-Farthing bicycles. He enjoyed sharing these vehicles 
with members of the veteran car community and the broader community, delighting children at events by 
riding the Penny-Farthings and giving them chances to ride them. 
Len’s passing will leave a huge gap in the veteran car club movement  and to the lives of staunch friends. 
He is survived by Joan and Larry. Joan’s interest in veteran cars remains strong, despite her inability to 
attend meetings. 
 

Bruce Howard 

 Upcoming events 
 
Thursday 26th January Australia Day breakfast run. Meet at Caffe Buongiorno, Belair Rd, Hawthorn 

at 6.30am for a 7am staggered start, a short run in the hills, returning there by 
about 9am for breakfast. 

February There will be no organised run for this month 
Sunday 4th March Breakfast run, then on to the RSL for a display day. We would like to see as 

many members’ cars and bikes as possible.  

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General  
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 
 

Wednesday 7th  December will be a very 
informal gathering, please bring along a plate of 
goodies to share, and we will have a slide show of 
interesting cars running throughout the evening.  
January 2012, there will be no meeting. 
Wednesday 1st February, Rob Elliott will 
enchant us with a talk and some photographs of 
his visit to the Zeppelin and Hindenburg Museum.
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  Vauxhalls in our midst 
With the news that member Charlie Tuckey had 
acquired the 1912 ‘A’ type Vauxhall from Julie 
Tamblyn (Rainsford) , it seemed a good time to 
gather together something for the record on the 
Vauxhalls among us.  Pre- General Motors 
Vauxhalls remain one of the more sought after 
makes, produced when British was best.  Born out 
of Alexander Wilson’s Thames- side marine 
engine building works, solid engineering was the 
hallmark. 
The story of Medieval Knight, Fulk le Breant and 
his manor, ‘Fulk’s Hall’ Has been told many 
times in print, mentioned here only to give the 
origin of the name ‘VAUXHALL, the area in 
London where the marine works stood and now 
the site of Vauxhall Bridge. A much longer story, 
invoking King John the Bad, Samuel Pepys, and 
even Robin Hood can be told if anyone has the 
heart for it. 
As with most makers, Vauxhall’s success in 
motoring competition got headlines in the press, 
which converted to sales of production vehicles.  
Full pressure crankshaft oiling was adopted earlier 
than in most makes, and their motors were able to 
sustain high speed for longer than some others. 
They did well in hillclimbs trials and races.  
However, success eluded Vauxhall in top level 
competition through metallurgical failures. 
 
1912’A’ Type. 

The first 20 HP four was introduced in 1908, and 
to look at the 1912 motor not much difference is 
noticed.  In fact, that was a Vauxhall trait.  Once a 
successful design was proven only slight changes 
occurred from year to year.  Probably that was 
part of their final downfall, the depression added 
the rest. 

Charlie Tuckey’s car was driven in a 1954 event 
by Maurice Read of Bute, from whom Eric 
Rainsford bought it.  Other than a cosmetic tidy 
up and new trim, the car is today pretty much as it 
was then.  There is a photo of it at Torrens Parade 
Ground on that day.  Re -commissioned from 
years of inactivity saw Charlie and Margaret at 
the helm recently at Bright.  Both are experienced 
veteran motorcycle riders and will find the new 
adventure more comfortable but maybe a bit less 
likely to produce the endorphin rush. 
 
1913 ‘C’ Type   

Prince Henry Vauxhalls are ‘C’ Types, and they 
came in two flavours.  The first was based on the 
‘A’ Type 3 litre chassis, and the second on the 4 
Litre ‘D’ Type, introduced in 1913.  There are 
very few differences beyond the pointy radiator 
between the touring and Prince Henry models, 
and over time a number of ’Prince Henrys’ have 
been created out of the touring models.  Andrew 
and Vickie Hayes’ car has a pedigree 
unassailable.   
After his well publicised adventures crossing 
Australia with Dutton in Talbots, Murray Aunger 
ordered a Prince Henry chassis for further record 
breaking attempts.  Aunger was the Vauxhall 
agent and was keen to publicise the make. The 
most notable exploit in this car was the 
Melbourne to Adelaide run in 1914 where he beat 
the Melbourne Express.  The car was 
subsequently re bodied by Aunger’s works, and 
remained in his company and it’s successors to 
this day.   
The Prince Henry was an entrant in the 1934 rally, 
and has been a constant runner ever since.  It 
suffered an engine failure a few years ago when 
Andrew was persuaded to run it in a historic 
Collingrove hillclimb, and a replacement engine 
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block was located, but was spirited away.  
Welding repairs to the old were risky, and only 
when a new block was completed could they be 
attempted.  Before long we will see the ‘C’ Type 
mobile and ready for the next century 
 
1920 ‘D’ Type 

The 25 HP 4 litre ’ D’ Type is the 1913 design, 
upgraded only in minor mechanical details but 
with a smart period style body. They were very 
well used during the War, and a number of photos 
show them in action. General Allambie is seen 
arriving in Jerusalem in one while King George 
arrived at Vimy Ridge in another. 
 Although it is a deceptively large car, 10’ 10” 
wheelbase, Vauxhall’s ‘Kington’ body style gives 
it a very elegant appearance.  The car was part of 
the Southward collection in New Zealand, and it 
was imported and restored by Peter Kennedy 
some years ago. Peter and Rebecca have joined us 
on a few runs, and when he finally breaks the 
habit of going to work, we are likely to see more 
of them. 
 
1925 LM 

Vauxhall saw that the market for medium sized 
cars had been growing and they were not part of 

it.  The 2.5 litre 14 /40 Model “M’ arrived in 1921 
and was instantly popular.  Vauxhall’s first 
production line was built, where the chassis rolled 
along rails on the rims before tyres were fitted.  
This sped up production to 26 chassis per week.  
The ‘M’s disc wheels were replaced with Rudge 
wires for the LM, of which Moss and Wendy 
Upton’s is an example.  Moss has owned the car 
for many years and it has travelled many miles in 
it.  Shown here with Moss at the helm and fellow 
LM owner Bob Eglinton, giving instruction from 
the passenger’s seat.  
 
1925 LM 2556/2560 

 
Julian was fortunate to find this one in Kevin 
Field’s hands some years ago. Its previous owner 
was Graeme Jackson of Victoria.  The light 
bodywork probably contributes to the car’s 
sprightly performance, and it has without warning 
been pointed toward Lake Goldsmith for an 
outing. 
 
1925 LM  14/40 

 
This 1925 LM, chassis 2464 is fitted with a 
factory ‘Princeton’ tourer body.  The car was used 
for many years in Victoria where it regularly 
competed in Vintage S[ports Car Club events.  
Ten years ago it came to South Australia to be 
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sold at auction.  Being a wily Scot, Stuart Mc 
Donald bought the car before the auction, and has 
been used by Stuart and Claire ever since.  Stuart 
says it is a most comfortable vehicle to drive, and 
its lively performance and smooth running makes 
for perfect vintage touring.  Besides club events, it 
has ventured to Broken Hill, and through the 
South East to mid Victoria for extended holidays.  
 
1920 ‘E’ Type 

Following the success of the Prince Henry, 
Higginson,a wealthy competitor of the day, asked 
Vauxhall to produce a higher powered car for him 
to use.  The 4 litre ‘D’ Type engine was increased 
in bore and stroke to provide the first 30 – 98 of 
4.5 litres.  The formula worked, but few were 
made before the War, production being resumed 
after the Armistice.  Except for lighter front and 
rear axles and chassis, pretty much everything is 
the same as a ‘D’ Type, and so it remained until 
the GM takeover in 1926.  Overhead valve blocks 
were fitted to the same 1913 crankcase from 1923, 
and even that upgrade occurred after Pomeroy, the 
architect of the side valve design, had left 
Vauxhall for America.   
This and its sister car were rebuilt from remains 
recovered from a farm in NSW in the 1960’s. 
It has a recorded history from 1947, before which, 
like many, it is a mystery. However, it is one of 
about 30 survivors of the 300 odd built.  
Restoration was completed in 1999, some 20 
years after the wreckage of the two was collected. 
 

Thank you to Terry Parker for this article.

  

  Wanted to buy 

Veteran car requiring work, unfinished project, 
unrestored or old restoration.  I desperately need a 
project. 
Contact Neil Francis. Phone (08) 8373 4992 
Or email  neiljfrancis@bigpond.com.  
 

  Windscreen stickers 
The club is having some new windscreen stickers 
printed.  These will still be for adhesion to the 
inside of the windscreen, but will have a white 
background, making them much more visible. 
They will be available soon to members at $1 
each, in both veteran car & bike formats.  
 
 

 Tyres  
Another order is being compiled for Members’ 
veteran and vintage car and motorcycle tyres. 
Phone Brian 8251 4213 or 0409 514 213 
 
 
 

  For that restoration 
Painting: Restoration, re-paints and damage touch 
ups with minor panel work. Young tradesman 
working after hours, club members cars & 
motorcycles. 
The Kolor Shed 
Phone Matt 8390 3918 or 0457 042 646. 
  
  

 An elderly man is stopped by the police around 2 a.m. and is asked where he is going 
at this time of night.  The man replies, “I am on my way to a lecture about alcohol abuse and 
the effects it has on the human body, as well as smoking and staying out late”. 
The officer then asks, “really? who is giving that lecture at this time of night?”. 
The man replies, “That would be my wife.”  
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s   This month’s Mystery car  
            

 
 
 
Last months car was the first London-built Napier, with 8hp twin-cylinder engine, competed in the RAC 
1000 Miles Trial of 1900 only five days after completion, won its category, and finished second overall.  In 
this photograph, driver S.F. Edge (cloth cap), Montague Napier and crew are wrestling with the tyre trouble 
that was so prevalent in those early days. The name of the woman is not known. Terry Parker was quick off 
the mark with the correct answer, he even guessed two of the characters correctly. Makes me wonder if he 
was the other person in the photograph. 

Tony 

  Before and after 
   

       
 
Jon Pyle’s 1913 Rover. As found at Moonta in 1969, and ready for the 1974 National Rally at Victor Harbor 
Jon added the last few remaining touches in time for the 2008 National Rally at Naracoorte. 
 

   Seasons greetings from the committee and the editor      

                          

Answers please to editor@vccsa.org.au 
Or phone me on 0407 716 162 
 
No million dollar prizes, just the 
satisfaction of getting it right. 
 
We will try to make this a regular item, 
if we can find enough weird and 
wonderful photos. 
Your contribution would help. 

Ed.

    

   



Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Inc 
Annual Weekend Rally, Barossa Valley 

Nuriootpa, South Australia 
13-15 April 2010 

 
 

www.vccsa.org.au 
 
 

Entry Form 

A non competitive event for pre-1919 motor cars, motor cycles and other vehicles, conducted 
by the Veteran Car Club of South Australia Inc. 

Return completed form with all fees by 
Friday 30th March 2012: 

Rally Secretary 
VCCSA 
3 Malcolm Street  
Millswood  SA  5034 

Entrant Details 
Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone No: Email:  

Vehicle Details 
Make  

Year  

Model  

Type  

Registration Number  

Fees 

 Fee Number Total 

Rally entry fee per vehicle $15.00   

Saturday Lunch – Bethany $7.00   

Saturday Afternoon Tea & Aviation Museum $7.00   

Saturday Dinner – Angaston – excl. Drinks $30.00   

Sunday Morning Sausage Sizzle B/fast at Rally HQ, Vine Ct Free   

Sunday Collingrove Homestead – Devonshire Tea & Tour $15.00   

TOTAL $ 

Please make cheques payable to ‘VCCSA, Inc’. 

Accommodation 
 Vine Ct Vine Inn Other 

Please indicate current booking. 
Please include phone number for ‘other’ for contact details 

 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 
Tour departures from Adelaide will be from the Highbury Hotel, Highbury at the following times: 
 
Friday  10:00 am Friday 2:00 pm  Saturday 10:00 am 

Please circle your expected departure time 

 
Own arrangements to the Barossa: Friday Saturday 

Please circle if appropriate 

 

Indemnity Statement 
 
All drivers, riders and passengers must sign this indemnity to participate in the Rally 
 
I/We acknowledge and agree as a condition of entry that neither the Veteran Car Club of 
South Australia, Inc., its Committee, the Rally organisers nor any person acting as an Official 
or an Assistant during the Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Inc., 2012 Annual Two Day 
Rally (the event) nor the respective servants, agents, representatives, sponsors, nor the 
landlords or lessees shall be liable for my death, injury, loss or damage sustained or incurred 
by me/us as a result of participation in, or being present at the event in regard to any rights 
I/we may have under the Trade Practices Act 1974 nor any other Act or Statute under 
Common Law. I/We enter the event with this knowledge. Further, where I am entered as a 
driver/rider in this event I will not carry a passenger who has not signed this indemnity form. 
I also agree to abide by the rules of the Rally. 
 
 
I..............................................................agree to abide by the rules of the Rally. 
 
Signature Driver Date 

 
 

 
Signature Passenger 1 Date 

 
 

 
Signature Passenger 2 Date 

 
 

 
Signature Passenger 3 Date 

 
 

 
 

Special Note 
The event will be held on open roads in South Australia.  Drivers and riders will be responsible for 
complying with relevant laws in South Australia, in particular as they relate to driving / riding on 
South Australian roads, being licensed to drive in South Australia, and ensuring that their vehicle is 
correctly registered to allow it to be driven in the event.  

 


