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  Australia Day Breakfast 
   

           
  A Very early start, and still cool       Rory had trouble with stale fuel       It was warmer when we got back 
 

               
   Everyone had a hearty breakfast         And told a few tall stories               Secret men’s business! 

 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 

Wednesday 1st February New member John 
Morrison will give a talk, and show us his replica 
of Henry Ford’s 1896 Quadricycle. 
Wednesday 7th March We are hoping that Rob 
Elliott will be back from overseas in time, to 
enchant us with a talk and some photographs of 
his visit to the Zeppelin and Hindenburg Museum. 
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 Upcoming events 
 
February There will be no organised run for this month 

 
Sunday 4th March This event 
has been deferred to a later 
date. Sunday 17th June. 

Breakfast run, then on to the RSL for a display day. We would like to see as 
many members’ cars and bikes as possible.  
 

Sunday 11th March Breakfast run, more details next month. 

 

  From the Chairman 
I hope everybody had a thoroughly enjoyable 
holiday period.  I have to admit our New Year got 
off to a very ordinary start – on the way home 
from dinner with friends, we were rear-ended at 
12.35am on New Years’ Day.  A “hoon” doing a 
burn-out 2 metres behind us in a queue of cars at 
traffic lights lost control and ploughed into the 
back of us.  He took off, but was later arrested and 
spent the night at “Her Majesty’s Hotel”. He was 
20 years old, already disqualified from driving, 
and was 5 times the legal limit for alcohol. 
Fortunately, minimal damage to our car, 
considering the lack of insurance cover from the 
driver.  Makes me wish we had gone out in the 
Toyota, with the tow-bar at radiator level sticking 
out the back! 
 
We had a lovely run through the hills on Australia 
Day, with a good turn-out of cars, and again a 
wonderful breakfast gathering afterwards at 
Hawthorn.  It was great to see our newest 
member, Rory Hope and his wife Rae, in their 
delightful Austin tourer on the run.  A great start 
to the year’s events. 
 
You will probably have read in our “meetings” 
notes that our guest speaker proposed for our 
February gathering was Rob Elliott.  
Unfortunately, Rob has had to postpone his 
presentation – hopefully only until next month.  In 
his stead, we were fortunate at a moment’s notice 
to be able to secure John Morrison, a visitor at the 
November meeting and a prospective new 
member, to bring along his replica of Henry 
Ford’s first car, the 1896 Quadricycle.  Should be 
a great evening. 
 

Work on the Barossa Rally goes on apace, and is 
shaping up to be a wonderful event.  In fact so 
much effort is being put into the organisation of 
the rally, it was decided to defer the proposed 
display day at the RSL until a later date. 
 
Meantime, the Club Rules have once again 
received our attention at Committee level, and 
thanks to a very time-consuming and much 
appreciated input from Stuart MacDonald the 
final draft is getting ever closer. 
 
There’s never a dull moment – but who would 
want it any other way? 
Happy veteran motoring, 

Howard 
 

  From the Membership Secretary 
Firstly, I would like to thank our London member, 
Lloyd Bailey and his wife Alison for sending the 
Club a copy of the DVD for the 2011 London to 
Brighton Rally, in which Lloyd participated in 
“Dolly”.  Before Howard and I had a chance to 
watch it, Julian borrowed it to watch and savour.  
It will be in the DVD container for any Club 
members to borrow, and we may watch it at one 
of our upcoming meetings. 
 
Our guest speaker on February 1st, John Morrison 
and his wife Rose-Marie, attended our Australia 
Day run as our guests, and enjoyed the outing and 
breakfast.  We look forward to seeing John’s 
replica Ford on Wednesday. 
 
Please keep the Barossa Valley Rally entries 
coming in – your Rally Secretary is 
“scriptographically challenged” at the moment, 
and would appreciate them in with time to deal 
with the details. 

Dianne
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 From the Secretary 
I hope that everybody had a great Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  Here we are already in 
February and club business getting busier once 
more. 
 
The draft constitution changes were discussed in 
great detail at our last Committee meeting. There 
was further discussion about a range of issues and 
the end result is the proposal still requires more 
work. Your Committee and I feel that we should 
get this right in our view before presenting this to 
the membership for discussion. The original time 
frame published in December’s “Bulletin” simply 
cannot be met. It now appears that we may 
possibly use our Annual General Meeting as the 
meeting to vote on this topic. 
 
The Weekend End Rally is coming along nicely. 
We do need your entry forms so we can start 
planning events and catering requirements. Whilst 
writing this report if any member has any special 
dietary requirements for the rally please make the 
rally committee aware so we can meet your 
expectations. The route is also being finalised. 
Cabins have now also become available at the 
Barossa Valley Tourist Park in Nuriootpa due to 
the cancellation of another event that had 
originally block booked the cabins, all the better 
for us! 

Flyer and entry forms have been sent to a number 
of clubs in SA that have veteran vehicles, and our 
sister veteran car clubs in Victoria, ACT and 
QLD. We have also sent entry forms to the 
participants from last year’s rally that are not 
members of our club. Combined with the flyers on 
the cars at Bright and the L2B last year we feel we 
have worked very hard to advertise our premier 
weekend rally. 

David Chantrell 
 
 

 From the Editor 
I am pleased to be able to tell you that the website 
is up and running again, and all of the malicious 
bugs have been removed.  What we need to do 
now is get it up-to-date, therefore I would like to 
ask all members to log on, and have a good look 
through it.  If your Veteran car or motorcycle does 
not appear in the gallery, please send me a photo, 
or if you don’t have a recent one, come along on a 
run, and I will take a photo for you. 
 
I am trying to find the time to get the site as 
current as possible, with future events being 
promoted, as well as reports on past events, and 
articles of interest to like minded people. I have a 
few articles in reserve, and these will appear as 
soon as possible. 

Tony 
 

 
 

 For Sale 
SUNBEAM 1913 3 litre with original CAV 
electric start.  Motor running, new 815x105 tyres 
on Sankeys missing clock and tail lamp. Needs 
TLC.  $32 000  
Enquiries Terry Parker 83313445 

 

 Wanted 
By a friend of Phil Evans, living in South Africa. 
ROC 2 speed hub for 1908 Humber motor cycle, 
as per diagram. 
philevans@picknowl.com.au 
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 Motorcycle Trial Adelaide to Melbourne 1914 
Excerpt from ‘The Mail’ 3/1/1914 

“Two interstate reliability trials were held this week, the first being from Adelaide to Melbourne, the other 
from Sydney to Melbourne.  It was the first such trial held over the former course.  Both trials were 
successful.   
The Adelaide to Melbourne run, promoted by the South Australian M.C.C., was one covering a five day 
schedule as follows:-  First day (99 miles) ..leave GPO Adelaide for Wellington non-stop (dinner) then to 
Meningie.  Second day (92 miles) Meningie to Kingston.  Third day (165 miles) Kingston to Casterton.  
Fourth day (156 miles) Casterton to Wickliffe for dinner and on to Ballarat. Fifth day(70 miles) Ballarat to 
Melbourne (Haymarket). 
Out of 22 entrants the following 18 were started at minute intervals by the President of the Club (Mr. J 
Bannigan):- 
 
A.W.Hanns, 2! Douglas, 
C.R.Churchward 2! "  Lewis, 
W.Sampson 3! "  JAP,   
A.Fearn 3! "  Rudge,   
A.B.Carnell 3! " Lewis,   
C.R.Luxton, 7 Indian,  
F.E.Boyton 3! " Rudge,  
A.Moyle 3! " Lewis,   
H.B.Gogler 2! Douglas,   
E.Wagener 6 Blue Spec,   
J.H.Gilbert 3! " twin JAP,   
F.Tonkin 6 Blue Spec,  
J.Collins 6 Lewis,  
W.H.Davey 3! "  Rudge,  
H.Schultz 7 Indian,  
A.E.J.Close 2! Douglas, and  
W.B.Randall 3! " Rudge.   
 
A large crowd of spectators witnessed the dispatch of the contestants.   
All except three of the contestants finished, and 10 of them did not lose a point, a fact which demonstrates 
that the schedule might have been more limited.  The officials in consequence are faced with the hard task 
of awarding the £30 first prize, £15 second and £7/10s. third.” 
“Mr. D.W.Bruce, the Secretary, who has worked hard in connection with this trial, completed the journey to 
Melbourne on his 2! Humber.   
The riders who lost points were :- A.E.J.Klose,1;  W.C.Randall, 1; F.E.Boynton, 8; 
     F.Tonkin, 50;  W.Sampson, 62.” 
 
 
The pictures are from other sources, 
and show some of the riders 
mentioned in the article: 
 

Terry Parker 
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 16 HP Darracq Story  
In recent years I have read with great interest and 
a little envy articles in the admirable Bulletin of 
the Veteran Car Club of SA, accounts of the 
acquisition and renovation/restoration of complete 
or nearly complete veteran cars each boasting a 
comprehensive history. Each time I have thought 
that there is another story to be told on behalf of 
enthusiasts of veteran cars who have been unable 
to access or purchase such a vehicle. It has been 
satisfying to read such accounts more recently. 
Many of us  have had to spend years advertising, 
corresponding and travelling in often fruitless and 
frustrating (but ultimately satisfying and very 
rewarding) attempts to track down and acquire 
vital original parts necessary to get an acceptable 
“authentic” veteran car. 
The following contribution is a brief account of  
such a project. In this case a rare 1913 16 HP 
Darracq tourer. The mechanical components have 
come from two or three cars and the body from 
another. A known pedigree it has not, but the few 
small parts that were missing although not 
original Darracq, are at least accurate facsimilies. 
 
It all started over an otherwise forgettable Motel 
meal with some interstate entrants in a National 
Veteran and Vintage Rally in the Barossa Valley. 
Whilst extolling the virtues of Model T Fords 
during a discussion on the merits or otherwise of 
US, UK, or European built cars, I expressed an 
ambition to one day also own a quality European 
veteran. By the end of dinner I had negotiated the 
purchase of the major components of what was 
claimed to be a 1913 12 HP Darracq.  
Some months later, when the much anticipated 
parts arrived, the initial enthusiasm was tempered 
when close examination and an attempted mockup 
revealed that some parts just didn’t fit or match 
and there appeared to be parts of two different 
sized cars. Obviously some research was essential 
and the project was shelved for a while. 
The breakthrough came much later and the 
interest revived after a day in the wonderful 
National Motor Museum library at Beaulieu (UK). 
A study of their excellent collection of 
contemporary primary resources showed 
advertisements, articles, photographs, drawings 
and descriptions of chassis, gearboxes and axles 
of various 4 cylinder Darracq models circa 1913. 

The research revealed that during 1912, two new 
4 cylinder models were released, a 16 HP and a 12 
HP both boasting conventional chassis with 3/4 
elliptic rear springs  and featuring what was to 
prove to be  the disastrous  rotary valve motors 
designed by C. E. Henriod. (1)  By March 1913 
the unreliable “valve less” motor was replaced in 
the same 16HP chassis by a more conventional 
poppet valve unit designed by new Darracq CEO 
Owen Clegg. (2) with a 12 HP version of the same 
motor appearing in May of that year (3). 
Here was the answer. As suspected there were two 
models produced concurrently, one being 
essentially a scaled down version of the other. 
Armed with photocopies of the relevant 
information and some scaled drawings it became 
obvious that the engine and radiator, a pair of bare 
chassis rails, and possibly the body were from a 
1913 or 1914 12HP and the chassis with its 
fittings, the front and rear axles, wheels and hubs 
from a 1912 or 1913 16 HP!  It was much later 
that I discovered that the parts had come from two 
different locations nearly a continent apart! 
 After much agonizing I decided to go with the 
larger, more powerful car so the search began in 
earnest for the correct radiator, engine, gearbox 
and steering box.  
 

 
 
The 12HP parts together with an early single 
cylinder motor and some veteran wheels were 
shipped to England in exchange for a 16 HP 
steering box, a full set of lights, a carburetor, an 
appropriate windscreen and most of the 
mechanicals for a 1906 twin cylinder Darracq.  
The next 2 or 3 years were frustrating with many 
advertisements and scores of letters and phone 
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calls yielding a little information but not much 
else. Finally it came together very quickly. 
Amazingly two correct 16 HP gearboxes, one 
complete with its transmission brake turned up in 
the same week. A contact in New Zealand who 
was restoring a 1914 16HP car located a motor 
and radiator for the earlier model and was 
delighted to do a swap for my lights and some 
cash. Things were at last starting to show promise. 
On a subsequent trip to NZ for a Pan Pacific Rally 
a day was spent photographing and measuring 
every centimeter of an original (apart from a later 
radiator) and unrestored 1913 16HP in the 
amazing dungeon of the Len Southwood Car 
Museum in Wellington. At last the project was 
both realistic and achievable. 
The restoration process for any veteran changes 
only in detail, with the main problem with 
incomplete cars being the need to find out what 
the small missing bits look like and to then make 
them. In this case, the hardest projects were to 
modify the front of the 12HP chassis rails to 
replace the missing 16HP front dumb irons and 
cross member (Thank you   Fred Jones), and the 
manufacture of a new pinion for the differential. 
(Thanks to the skill of  David Chantrell!) 
The process has been a long one - exacerbated by 
the demands of a young family and moving house 
several times. In 2003 the family moved to 
Darwin and the car was placed on blocks in 
storage for nearly two years. 
On our return to Adelaide the restoration work 
resumed.  The chassis was again stripped, painted, 
and brought almost to the running stage (Control 
linkages for the magneto and an exhaust system 
still needed to be fitted as did the fuel line and 
other bits and pieces.) The body (an all original 
1913 Sunbeam tourer body from the late Laurie 
Vinall collection) was primed ready for painting 
and the windscreen and radiator were finally on it! 
Most of the new jewellery was also restored and 
ready to go too. There was lots of time consuming 
finishing off to do of course but that would be fun. 

Four years ago the Martins returned to Darwin 
and the car is once again on blocks in the 
Barossa!!  
 

 
 
Veteran cars have always been a passion (witness 
my T Ford and Curved Dash years) and I would 
love to finish it and use the Darracq. I am 
convinced that it will be a fabulous car to own and 
drive as I was fortunate enough to rally in a 1914 
16HP in England and I know just how well they 
perform. Unfortunately  I have neither the 
facilities nor the time to work on it here and the 
tropical climate and distances involved in driving 
anywhere interesting are not compatible with 
veteran car motoring. Most of the car club events 
involve long fast hauls for the GT Falcons and 
their ilk. At this stage I would seriously consider 
selling it, and if someone comes up with a half 
reasonable offer will do so. 
 
(1) Nichols I. and Karslake, K. (1956) The story 
of Sunbeam, Talbot, Darracq and Sunbeam-
Talbot Cars. Cassell and Co London. p172. 
(2) The Motor, January 7th 1913 p305. 
      The Autocar, March 22nd 1913 p498. 
(3) The Motor, May 13th 1913 p691. 
 

David Martin 
 

 What is a bastard 
The guy on the right is a member of a bomb squad 
in the middle of a deactivation. 
 
The guy behind him with the paper bag, well, he 
is a bastard. 
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  This month’s Mystery car  
   

   
 
Last months car was an Adams Hewitt Car.  Photo supplied by Terry Parker 

Tony 
 

  Crossley 20/25 
Tom Fryers from UK contacted me regarding a maggie for his Crossley.  Out of interest I asked him which 
model, and it turns out to be an ex RAF staff car.  More interesting is that he found it in Levaggi, India, 
where it had remained since 1918. Tom sent photos, which are fascinating.  It still has the twin BE rear rims, 
but the photos show them on the front, for work in the desert.  Gavin Mc Neil points out that Dutton and 
Aunger had to make do with four Sankeys to do the same thing with their Trans Australian Talbot.  The 
Crossley is a 4 ! "  litre, and was often configured as a light truck or ambulance.  There are many ads for 
them re bodied post-war as tourers, but this one always was. 

Terry Parker

Answers please to editor@vccsa.org.au 
Or phone me on 0407 716 162 
 
No million dollar prizes, just the 
satisfaction of getting it right. 
 
We will try to make this a regular item, 
if we can find enough weird and 
wonderful photos. 
Your contribution would help. 

Ed.

    

  

Crossley as recovered from India by Tom Fryers 
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 Kalgoorlie-Boulder WA 
 VETERAN CAR CLUB of WA (Inc.) 

 October 19-24th  2014 

Correspondence to Committee:   
Secretary     John WOOD  wood1941@bigpond.com       7 Eleanor Court  CRAIGIE WA 6025      08) 9402 4165 
Chairman     Harry PYLE       hdpyle@bigpond.net.au              08) 9330 2370 

 

BULLETIN ONE 

You are invited to join the Veteran Car Club of Western Australia on the 2014 National Veteran Rally with 
your veteran vehicle, to the famous Goldfields of Western Australia at the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  
Experience the Australian outback, relive the glorious goldrush days at old ghost towns and enjoy the 
bustling mining town of Kalgoorlie-Boulder on roads ideally suited to your veteran vehicle.  This will be a 
very special rally experience.  In addition, you can witness the centenary celebrations at the old Lake 
Perkolilli motor racing track. 

WHEN:    Sunday  19TH to Friday 24th October, 2014  

WHERE:   Kalgoorlie-Boulder, West Australia 

FORMAT:   Day runs of around 150km from the rally hub of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 

ROADS:   Flat, majority sealed 

OTHER EVENTS: Vintage sports car re-enactment event celebrating 100years at the historic 
vehicle race track Lake Perkolilli near town, on the following weekend 
25thand 26th October,  

ACCOMMODATION: Wide choice available, with numerous caravan parks, hotels and motels,  
B and Bs, backpackers                 NB ample trailer parking  

COSTS:    Modest 

EXPRESSION of INTEREST 
Name 

Address 

 
Postcode 

Phone Mobile Email(strongly preferred) 

Vehicle 
Signature Date 

 
 


