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  The Southern Australia Day Run 

         
  Photo call outside Myponga All downhill from Wood Cone Rd Proctor Rd heading to Mt Compass 

 
Daunted by the thought of a 5:30am wakeup to get to the start point of the Australia Day run in the city, 
several VCCSA members who live down south held their own ‘Australia Day Run’ through the Willunga 
Ranges and down towards Myponga.  With a mid-morning start we ventured out towards Kangarilla 
traversing a few hills winding our way towards Meadows where we stopped for lunch at the Bakery and 
then headed south to Myponga via the challenges of a very step and dusty Wood Cone Road before 
returning back to Willunga along Pages Flat Rd and a refreshing drink at the Alma Hotel in Willunga.  We 
covered a distance of about 115kms in 4 hours at a very pleasant 25 miles per hour travelling over a range of 
roads from sand and gravel, to a busy Victor Harbor Road.  It was a very enjoyable run with just the right 
mix of adventure and pleasurable driving for all. 
     

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 
Wednesday 7th March, Rob Elliott will be giving 
a slide show of his recent visit to the Mercedes 

Benz Museum. Rob says that there are more than 
enough photos for one night, and will present his 
photos from the Zeppelin Museum at a later date. 
 
Wednesday 4th April, We are hoping to persuade 
Fred Jones to give us one of his very informative 
talks. 
 
Wednesday 2nd May, Photos and anecdotes from 
the Barossa Rally. 
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  From the Chairman 
It seems to have been a very strange summer this 
year – in fact, almost a combination of all the 
worst parts with none of the wonderful balmy 28-
degree sunny weather.  However, we’ve managed 
a couple of lovely day runs, and of course the big 
one is still to come.  A brekky run is organised 
(thank you Neil) for the Sunday of next weekend 
with the start as usual at 9am at Veale Gardens.  
Let’s just hope it’s neither 42 degrees nor pouring 
with rain. 
 
The “big one” is of course our April weekender in 
Nuriootpa.  Dianne is busy with the entries, and 
the rest of the rally committee are putting the 
finishing touches to the route sheets and meal 
arrangements.  It’s shaping up to be a great rally, 
which brings us back to where we started – the 
weather.  Let’s hope for a “late summer” of sunny 
28 degrees. 
 
Rob Elliott is, by all accounts, back home and 
ready to delight us on Wednesday evening with 
“something German”.  Your Chairman is unsure 
at this stage whether it is to be the Mercedes 
Museum or the Airship Museum.  However, it is 
sure to both please and entertain, and not knowing 
exactly what the subject will be adds a dash of 
spice.  I’m sure it will be worth the trip to the RSL 
Hall, regardless of the weather. 
 
Happy veteran motoring. 

Howard 
 

  From the Membership Secretary 
This month we welcome new member John 
Morrison, who entertained us last month by 
bringing his replica 1896 Ford Quadricycle to the 
RSL.  Thank you John, and welcome.  We hope 
you enjoy your membership. 
To date we have 36 entries for our Barossa Valley 
Rally, and I know of several others who have not 
yet sent in their entries.  Please get them in asap to 
enable us to finalise numbers for catering, etc.  Of 
the 36 entries, 10 are coming from interstate, 
which is great.  The time will sneak up on us, 
especially with Easter in the middle of it. 
 
Best wishes. 

Dianne 
 

 From the Secretary 
March is already here and I will let another 
member write about our Weekend Rally next 
month. Please get your entries in, the earlier the 
better as this will assist the Rally Committee 
immensely with numbers and hence catering. 
 
Constitution – the committee has very nearly 
completed the draft changes to our constitution. I 
must acknowledge and thank Stuart McDonald for 
all of his hard work and his immense patience 
working with me. Our current constitution is 
being scanned and saved as a PDF file. During 
March both the original constitution and 
the proposed draft version will be circulated to 
every member. Our members will have ample 
time to read both documents and prepare any 
questions or queries they might have. At our June 
monthly meeting no guest speaker is planned so 
the whole time can be dedicated to discussing the 
proposed draft. Discussion may be earlier if the 
membership feels the need. 
The distribution of the original constitution and 
the draft proposal during March will more than 
qualify for the required 28 days notice to be given 
to all of our membership prior to discussion and 
voting. All things being equal we will be voting 
on the proposed draft constitution during our 
Annual General Meeting scheduled for the 4th 
July. 
Please feel free to talk to any of the committee if 
you have any questions, queries or concerns. 
 
Kind regards, 

David Chantrell 
 
 

 From the editor 
A big thank you to everyone who sent in articles, 
ads. etc., it makes the magazine much easier to 
produce. Please keep them coming, and if your 
item doesn’t appear immediately, don’t despair, it 
will be on hold for future use. 
Please, I must ask again, that you send written 
articles in Word (.doc), and photos in .jpg 
attached to your email as separate items.  This 
allows me to edit the text and reduce the size of 
photos and move them as necessary.  

Tony
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 Upcoming events 
 
Sunday 7th March  Breakfast run. Meet at Veale Gardens at 9.00am for a 9.30 departure. 

We will be taking a short flat run (suitable for all veteran vehicles) to our 
coffee shop destination. 
We will have the front section of the shop to ourselves were we will be able 
to view our cars from the window while we have a choice of cooked 
breakfast or cakes and coffee. 

Sunday 18th March Historic Display Day. Organised by VSCC, 11am-3pm old netball courts 
northern side of Anzac Highway. 

13th-15th April Barossa Rally, we are still waiting for some of your entries, please get them 
in asap, so that the committee can finalise the details. 

 

A weekend of Motoring Nostalgia and Adventure  

     October 13 and 14, 2012     
 
Prepare your automobile for a journey across the Saltbush 
Plain from Burra to Morgan to witness the “Mighty River 
Murray”. Join your fellow Club members in re-enacting the 
Burra Motor Club’s first great outing (1906) – to enjoy the 
delights of the historic river town.  
Complete your entry form now and stay in one of the Paxton 
Square Cottages or other accommodation in Burra, an event not 
to be missed. Contact Roger Cross  rc.jmc@bigpond.com 

 

  For sale  
I have the following Veteran T parts for sale. Please email me for more information on the item/s you are 
interested in and i can send photos if necessary.  
1911 Main body frame work complete. Rear Doors (Metal skinned), hinges and wooden surrounds. Front & 
Rear seats reproduction Canadian c/w buggy rail. Dog leg top sockets 09/10. Firewall T3634B and 
mounting brackets. Metal shield 11-12 Firewall. Brass Trim for Firewall 09/10. Radiator, winged script 
Canadian, 1 13/16 neck has gas hose holes. Muffler 14-17. Carbide Generator. Dog leg inlet manifold. 
Steering wheel 11-12 - 15" Dia. Bonnet c/w leather pads. Hinges rear doors 09-10. Fuel tank 1911 Central 
sediment bowl & cap included . Brake rods & supports 09-10. Truefire ignition system suit Heinz. Steering 
gear quadrant 09-15 T3676. Distributor. Carburettor Holley 4550 (1912). Offset headlight forks. Brake 
shoes 1 piece. Running boards & Valances 1910. Hood Former 09/10 
Alan Long. Perth        chesma@iinet.net.au    
 
Shed Cleanout & Workshop Rationalisation, equipment surplus to needs:  All items in near new condition. 
1 hp Dust Extractor / Collector, industrial grade, portable, steel body, with large capacity dust bag. $120 
4” Irwin Record Engineers vice, no wear on jaws (only a couple of years old). $200 (half the new price) 
 !” Die Grinder, high quality Shinano brand with alloy casing. $115 
Engine cleaning gun. $15. Miscellaneous vintage grease guns, spanners etc.  
2 x Bakelite telephones, good condition $35 each 
I can e-mail photos of any items, or visitors are welcome. If there’s enough interest I might have a garage 
sale and clean out some more items.” 
Contact Rob Elliott.  Mobile 0415 697 162. Email, rob.elliott@minelab.com.au  
 

  Wanted to Buy:  
Pair of E&J “1909 Patent” sidelights to suit a 1909-10 Ford.  Ray Green (02) 6329 4847. 
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  Clement – Bayard - Talbot 
 
Right through my 50 or so years of involvement with veteran cars the background of the above named 
makes has led to sometimes quite animated debate.  The following article from ‘The Australian Motorist’, 
January 1910, is written by someone trying to sell cars in Australia, his authority flowing from his brother 
being a co-Board Member with A.G.Clement in France.  With those qualifications, read on: 
‘Messers.  Jas. A. Munro & Co., Latrobe Street, Melbourne, beg to announce that they have been appointed 
sole agents for Victoria for the famous ‘Clement Bayard’ motor car. And this, thanks to the good offices of 
our Mr Munro’s Brother, R.A.Munro Esq., who is a co- Director with Mr G.A.Clement  in the E.M.Bowden 
Syndicate, and other allied concerns in France, and in making this announcement we propose to give 
A  LITTLE ENLIGHTENMENT ON CLEMENT BAYARD MOTOR CARS 
The question, “What is Clement Bayard?”  is often asked and very seldom correctly answered.  To answer 
the question correctly and shortly, the ‘Clement Bayard’ is the parent of all the ‘Clements’. There are 
several ‘Clement’ cars on the market, but only one ‘Bayard’. 
Knowing there is a great deal of misunderstanding and confusion on this subject in Automobile circles, we 
think a few historical facts will not be out of place, and we would ask those interested to kindly take the 
trouble to read the following lines:- 
Mr. G. A.Clement founded some 22 or 23 years ago a Cycle manufacturing business, and which business is 
now conducted by the Clement Gladiator Co. Ltd.  We understand that M. Clement is still a large 
shareholder in this company, but not now a Director, and takes absolutely no personal interest in the 
designing or manufacturing of their wares. Mr. Clement has now no direct influence in the Gladiator Co. , 
and when he severed his connections with it there was nothing to prevent Mr. Clement making motor cars, 
which he accordingly did and now does exclusively in his factories at Levallois and Mezieres, in France, 
and which are his personal factories. 
By mutual consent, an agreement between Mr. Clement and his former Company, all motorcars made at his 
personal factories in Levallois or Mezieres are called ‘Bayard’, as a trade mark, and are signed A.Clement, 
constructor. 
The Gladiator Company, originally founded for manufacturing cycles, has taken up the manufacturing and 
assembling of motor Cars, and these bear Mr. Clement’s original trade mark, a rooster perched on a wheel, 
with Mr. Clement’s signature underneath, which were acquired as a trademark by the Cycle Co. when it 
was floated, and thus we believe the Company, to a certain extent, is benefiting from the successful first 
grade reputation Mr. Clement has established in Motor Car building. 
About six years ago, after making a reputation second to none in the Motor world, Mr. Clement entered into 
a partnership with the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot for laying down works in London, to sell Motor Cars 
in Britain, to be known as ‘Clement Talbot’ cars, but now better known as ‘Talbot’.   We understand that 
G.A.Clement is the Vice- president, engineer and Designer to the Clement Talbot Company.  
With the introduction of the manufacture of cars in England under Clement’s designs by the Clement Talbot 
Co., we understand it was arranged that ‘Clement Talbot’ cars must not be sold in France, and similarly 
the ‘Clement Bayard ‘ car must not be sold in Britain.  In all other countries, and likewise in the British 
colonies, the London-made Clement Talbot car and the Levallois-made Clement Bayard cars may otherwise 
meet in open competition, and it will be found that many of the parts of these cars are similar in design, the 
London factory in its earlier stages merely purchased sometimes cars and sometimes parts from the 
Levallois works to be assembled in England and we believe they still continue to make use of the designs 
and other parts made up in Levallois.  
The reputation which the ‘Clement Talbot’ car has made for itself in Australia and Great Britain should be 
sufficient warranty for the reliability, efficiency and invincibility of the ‘Clement Bayard’ car. Our Victorian 
catalogue, which is at present in the course of preparation, and expected to be completed in the next few 
days, we shall be pleased to mail to anyone interested, and in the said catalogue will be found quite a 
number of successes and prizes obtained by the ‘Bayard’ car, which will serve to show that this make has 
made a very high grade reputation, and not only made it, but jealously guards and maintains its high 
reputation.’ 
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Does this mean that from the Shrewsbury partnership on, there are only ‘Bayards’ and ‘Talbots’?.  George 
Brooks insisted that ‘Clement Talbot’ was the name of the factory, and that the cars they produced were 
plain ’Talbots’, regardless of what the hubcaps said.  Contemporary ads seem to confirm that.  But there are 
plenty of Clement Bayards listed after 1907.  Was Mr Munro wrong?  Well, no, just incomplete.  Alan 
Meredith, one of our Victorian Members is an expert, just now completing a 2VB Talbot twin.  He advises 
that after 1903 when Clement sold the business, he was restricted for five years from using the name.  
Hence, for those five years we have ‘Bayard’ after which Clement Bayard continued.  Julian       McNeil’s 
handbook with his 1908 Bayard (constructed by A.Clement) supports that. 
The attached are shots of Alan’s car to date. 

Terry Parker 

 

 De Dion problem solved 
Many will have seen the 1907 8hp De Dion which Dave 
Potter has finished the restoring of.  When it hit the road 
it was immediately obvious that the top gear was too 
high, as on anything but level running it would not hold 
top gear.  At some time past a higher than standard 
crownwheel and pinion had been fitted.    
Last year in New Zealand we called on the owner of a 
similar car which had the reverse problem with a too low 
diff.  The owner’s brother, also a keen restorer, is a 
toolmaker of high repute and he set about changing not 
the expensive crown and pinion, but a pair of drop gears 
in the gearbox.  Unlike most, the De Dion gearbox drives 
in at one level and out at another, so there is a pair of 
gears running in top gear. 

 
Dave decided to grasp the nettle and change the gears, and a 
bit of arithmetic indicated a variation of one tooth would do 
it.  We disassembled the box, and the half with gears in place 
was presented to Jollys  at Wingfield, who produced the new 
gears.  Re assembled and tested, and Dave says the difference 
is remarkable. 

Terry Parker 
 

The constant mesh gears furthest  to the right 
were changed 
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Jonathon Dixon Maxwell (1864-1928) 
A brief account of his life in the automobile industry.  Part 1.  Beginnings to Spring 1905 

 

 
 

The Clan Maxwell has a society in the USA, and they are very proud of their Scottish ancestry. Given that 
Jonathon Maxwell was of Scottish descent it should come as no surprise that two of his qualities were an 
intense dislike of his partner’s (Briscoe) profligate use of the company’s funds for take-overs of other 
struggling car manufacturers and the fact that he became a competent engineer. 
Like so many others who entered the automobile industry, Maxwell began his career as a bicycle repairman 
later he graduated to the position of machinist in the railroad industry. Perhaps inevitably he became 
obsessed by the new fad – the automobile. As such, he was at the forefront of American engineers in the 
new craze. Well before 1900 he was to be found working with Elwood Haynes and Edgar Apperson 
building the Haynes-Apperson automobile. (Apperson, like Maxwell, was involved with bicycles).  Haynes 
and Apperson owned a machine shop in Kokomo, Indiana where they built the car, a 1hp push start four 
wheel buggy without reverse in 1894:- 

 
1894 “Pioneer” (picture taken from Smithsonian Museum web site) 

 
The “Pioneer” was donated to the Smithsonian Museum in 1910 by Elwood Haynes who claimed it was 
America’s first car, even though there were one or two earlier automobiles built. The car was restored by the 
Museum in 1961. One of the earlier cars was the 1903 Duryea, also in the Smithsonian Museum. Digressing 
for a moment – the Duryea was made famous in 1896 when the make was the first four wheel car to reach 
Brighton in the Emancipation Day run on the 14 November, 1896. Harry Lawson (the organizer) reluctantly 
presented the American designer and driver Charles Duryea a Gold Medal, which is now housed in the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC.  
Back to our story:-   
Jonathon Maxwell hooked up with Ransome E. Olds possibly in 1900. He worked on the famous Curved 
Dash Olds which Olds brought out in 1901, building 450 cars at $650 each in the first year of production. 
Oldsmobile was the first to use a mass production assembly line, with a remarkable 2,500 Curved Dash 
Olds being produced in 1902. 
By 1902 Maxwell was chief engineer at the Oldsmobile factory. In 1902, while still working for 
Oldsmobile, he was approached by William Metzger, a leading Detroit automobile dealer to design a new 
vehicle for the Northern Manufacturing Company, one of Detroit’s first successful automobile companies. 
This he did on the side, then he was appointed to the Board of Northern M.C. In 9 months the new car was 
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displayed at the January 1903 New York Automobile Show. It was a light runabout which gained a solid 
reputation – it was dubbed the ‘Silent Northern’.  The runabout had a 6hp single cylinder engine in the 
centre of the car with 2 speed transmission. The board of NMC decided to expand and build on this success 
by building a larger more expensive model. They appointed Charles Brady King (1869-1957) as chief 
engineer to work with Maxwell, and it is likely that Maxwell did not take kindly to this arrangement as he 
had successfully designed the ‘Silent Northern’. Whatever the reason, Maxwell did not get on with King and 
sought another opening in the industry.  
Jonathon Maxwell’s movements between the different companies during this period is hazy, but it is known 
that in 1903 he was working for David Dunbar Buick (1854-1929), another Scot, born in Arbroath, Angus, 
Scotland. It is thought that Maxwell may well have left Olds in a huff as his design for a replacement to the 
Curved Dash Oldsmobile was not accepted. Buick had made unsuccessful attempts to establish an 
automobile manufacturing company but eventually he acquired a loan of $5000 from Benjamin Briscoe to 
form a new company - the Buick Motor Company.  During the spring of 1903 Maxwell met Benjamin 
Briscoe who was busy producing radiators and metal pressings for the industry. Eventually, this led to the 
formation of a partnership to build a more powerful and modern version of the Northern Runabout and the 
Curved Dash Olds which Maxwell now thought old fashioned. Briscoe was impressed with Maxwell’s new 
runabout design – its engine would be up front, under the bonnet, like more expensive cars but, unlike Ford, 
Cadillac, Oldsmobile and Northern, it would have sliding gear transmission and 3 point suspension, engine 
suspension and shaft drive. With Briscoe’s sheet metal works being able to supply bodies and radiators at 
little or no cost, work on a demonstration model began in earnest. By December 1903 Maxwell had the 
demonstration model ready and on Christmas Day 1903 he took Briscoe for a run in the new automobile 
which had a twin cylinder engine horizontally opposed. 
The Maxwell-Briscoe Motor Company was duly incorporated in June 1904, generously capitalized to the 
tune of $750,000 of which $500,000 was fully paid up! The intention was to become a ‘proper’ motor 
manufacturing company, not a mere assembler of vehicles from parts manufactured by other companies.  To 
this end, Briscoe sounded out his many business contacts. The business men of New York responded and 
invested in the new company, with Maxwell becoming Vice-president in charge of manufacturing and 
engineering. Because of a caveat on one of the loans they had to set-up in New York as the centre of their 
operations. They chose Tarrytown, now almost a suburb of New York and close to the Hudson River 
because an ideal building was available there for lease. It had been the home of the Mobile Company– an 
outgrowth of the Locomobile Company – which had closed its doors in 1903 (after producing 600 steam 
cars). It was equipped and ideally situated to rail and the Hudson River. 
Maxwell spent most of 1904 refining the Maxwell Tourabout and gearing up for production although they 
had enough material for 25 cars just 10 cars were manufactured from October-December 1904 – the cut off 
for the Brighton Run eligibility. In New York State there were no manufacturers producing low to middle 
priced automobiles except the Franklin with its air cooled engine. The Tourabout featured shaft drive, and 
excellent thermo-siphon cooling with 2 forward gears and reverse, the planetary gears being housed within 
the crankcase compartment. This novel housing meant that the gears were always bathed in oil. 
The first advertisement for the new car appeared in October 1904. Regular deliveries began in November of 
the two cylinder Model L Tourabout ($750); these early cars had 4 x 4 cylinders. It was priced in direct 
competition with Ford and Cadillac at $780. A larger two cylinder Model H ($1400) touring car was also 
available. Towards the end of 1904 the Maxwell Briscoe Company received a large financial boost from J.P 
Morgan who invested $100,000 in M-B stock.  
Thus the Maxwell was born. 
  
Perfectly Simple; Simply Perfect 
  
None of the 10 cars manufactured at the end of 1904 are listed in the Maxwell Register. The all important 
1905 automobile shows at Madison Square Garden (January 14) and Chicago (February 4) and Detroit 
(February 13) were attended by the Company and orders began to flow. Agencies were awarded and the 
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Company was set fair for the next stage in the battle to win acceptance. There are thirteen 1905 cars listed in 
the Register out of a total production of about 5000 cars manufactured.  
  

           
1905 L Tourabout with hood                                      1907 RL Tourabout  

        (same as Type L except 4.5 bore)                                            
Sources: 
Burgess-Wise, D. (2006) Brighton Belles: A celebration of veteran cars, Ramsbury:The Crowood Press. 
Campbell, V. (2010) Maxwell Register Owners by State, private publication. 
Maxwell Briscoe Motor Company (1907) Maxwell, Maxwell Briscoe Motor Company, Tarrytown N.Y. 
The Haynes Automobile, http://americanhistory.si.edu/onthemove/collection/object_1270.html 
The House of Maxwell, Clan Maxwell Society of the USA,  http://www.clanmaxwellusa.com/maxcars.htm 
Yanik, A.J. (2009), Maxwell Motor and the making of the Chrysler Corporation, Detroit: Wayne State 
University Press. 
Zordich, J. (1976 reprinted 2006). Maxwell-Briscoe: The Cars the Company, Horseless Carriage Gazette. 
 

Submitted by Roger Cross 

 This month’s Mystery car  
   

   
 
Last months car was a 1910 Oldsmobile Limited, 7 passenger tourer. Photographed in National Motor 
Museum, Reno, Nevada, USA. 

Tony 

Answers please to editor@vccsa.org.au 
Or phone me on 0407 716 162 
 
No million dollar prizes, just the 
satisfaction of getting it right. 
 
We will try to make this a regular item, 
if we can find enough weird and 
wonderful photos. 
Your contribution would help. 

Ed.

    

  


