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  Something different 

         
 New member, John Morrison’s reproduction of Henry Ford’s 1896 Quadricycle, at the February gathering. 
 

         
Terry Parker’s 1910 Hotchkiss Model Z Roadster, at Veale Gardens, at the start of our March breakfast run 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
Wednesday 4th April, Terry Parker has 
volunteered to enchant us with some tall stories 
about his many years of involvement in motoring.  
 

 
Bring along your Kleenex, it may make you laugh 
or cry, but promises to be entertaining. 
Wednesday 2nd May, David Chantrell has put 
together an excellent presentation to remember 
the 100 years since the sinking of the Titanic. 
Wednesday 6th June, We will be showing 
photos, and telling stories about the 2012 Barossa 
Rally. 
Wednesday 4th July, Will be our AGM, covering 
the normal election of Committee members, and 
changes to our constitution. 
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 Upcoming events 
 
13th-15th April Barossa Rally, although entries are closed, we might still be able to fit you 

in. Otherwise you are more than welcome to join us on any or all of the days. 
 

Sunday 6th May A breakfast run with a difference. Starting as normal from Veale Gardens, 
there will be a not too arduous journey through the outer suburbs, to our 
destination, the Watershed Café on Salisbury Highway at Mawson Lakes. 
After breakfast you might like to take a walking tour of the wetlands, which 
are all part of the complex. Please take a look at the wonderful website 
http://www.thewatershed.net.au/facilities/wetlands.html 
 

 

  From the Chairman 
As the weekend rally in Nuriootpa gets closer, I 
have to admit the excitement is growing.  At the 
time of writing this report, the “new” motorcycle 
and sidecar has been run, the machine is 
registered and the log-book issued.  All that 
remains is for the owner to get a bit of driving 
experience before the big event. 
 
The Rally Committee seems to have everything 
under control at this stage, and it should be a great 
event.  Of course, the weather could play a 
spoiling hand, but if we put any faith in long-
range forecasts, we should feel comfortable at the 
present.  Here’s hoping. 
 
Our meeting this coming Wednesday will see 
Terry Parker giving us a presentation on his 50 
years of involvement with veteran cars and bikes.  
A fount of seemingly endless knowledge, he is 
always willing to help a fellow enthusiast 
(including the writer on innumerable occasions).  
I should also add that he was instrumental in 
seeing our Historic Registration Scheme 
introduced, which is surely the envy of other 
states.  I’m certain it will be another evening not 
to be missed. 
 
See you there, 
 
Happy veteran motoring. 

Howard 
 
 
 

 

 From the Secretary 
Well it has been an extremely busy month with 
circulating the constitution to full membership; 
about 110 or so now. Added 2 postings of a 
newsletter for our Weekend Rally also to our 
entire membership, it has been quite a handful. 
 
Our Weekend Rally promises to be a fabulous 
event with over 50 entrants. Some have come 
from interstate, some local and some from 
outlying towns. Ian Denton is joining us from 
Clare where he is in the very active Northern 
Automobile Restorer’s Club. There are some 
unusual cars entered and coupled with the great 
landscape of the Barossa Valley, well, it should be 
good. Even if you are not entered and want to 
come along to join us for a while, please feel free 
to do so. The more the merrier! 
  
Constitution – as mentioned both the existing 
constitution “warts & all” has been circulated 
along with the committee’s proposed draft. I will 
let the Club’s Public Officer mention what he 
needs to mention in an accompanying report.  
  
AGM – it is fast coming to that time of the year 
where our official positions will all become 
vacant. Have you thought about nominating for a 
club position? If not, why not? Please give this 
topic some serious thought as without volunteers 
to do the work we do not have a club. 
 
Kind regards, 

David Chantrell
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  Notice of a Special Resolution to be proposed at the Annual General Meeting 
       of the 4th July 2012. 
 
Explanatory note: The document referred to informally as the Club’s constitution is officially and legally 
designated as the Rules of Incorporation of the Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Incorporated. I refer 
below to this document as the Rules.    
A few days ago, the Club’s Secretary distributed to all members a full copy of the existing Rules which 
were lodged on the formation of the Club in 2005, together with a full copy of the draft proposed Rules 
which include amendments and alterations recommended by the Committee to be in the best interests of the 
Club.  The Secretary also gave Notice that the adoption of the draft proposed Rules would be put to a vote 
by members at the Club’s Annual General Meeting to be held on the 4th of July, 2012.   
 
Accordingly, I hereby give Notice to all members that a Special Resolution will be proposed at the Club’s 
Annual General Meeting of the 4th July 2012, to be held at the Colonel Light Gardens RSL. The Special 
Resolution is the adoption by the Club of the draft proposed Rules previously distributed to the membership.  
 
Passage of a Special Resolution requires a majority of not less than three-quarters of the members and 
proxies present at the meeting to vote for the Resolution.  Members not able or not wishing to attend a 
meeting are entitled to appoint in writing another member to be their proxy, to attend the meeting and vote 
on their behalf.  Proxies voting on behalf of another member should present to the Chair of the meeting their 
written appointment to do so. 

Dudley Pinnock 
Public Officer 

 

  Can you help? 
100th Titanic Celebration at Adelaide Convention Centre, Saturday 14th April 2012. 
Veteran vehicle required, capable of carrying three passengers from Prospect to the Convention Centre. 
Pick up at 6.30pm, vehicle no longer required after drop off. If you have the appropriate vehicle, and are not 
going on the Barossa Weekend Run, please contact Steve Nottage on 0421 911 279.  He will be very 
grateful for your involvement.    If any preliminary queries, please ring Phil Keane on 0417 819 080. 

 

 

  A weekend of Motoring Nostalgia and Adventure  
  October 13 and 14, 2012 
 
Prepare your automobile for a journey across the Saltbush 
Plain from Burra to Morgan to witness the “Mighty River 
Murray”. Join your fellow Club members in re-enacting the 
Burra Motor Club’s first great outing (1906) – to enjoy the 
delights of the historic river town.  
Complete your entry form now and stay in one of the Paxton 
Square Cottages or other accommodation in Burra, an event not 
to be missed. Contact Roger Cross  rc.jmc@bigpond.com 

 
Submitted by Roger Cross  
 

  Wanted to Buy:  
Pair of E&J “1909 Patent” sidelights to suit a 1909-10 Ford.  Ray Green (02) 6329 4847. 
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  Information wanted  
Can anyone identify the pictured fuel tank cap?. Probably English vintage, it incorporates a Smiths level 
gauge, and rivets to the top of the tank.  Brass filler cap and gauge surround. Please see John Fryirs at the 
Nuriootpa Rally or phone him on (02) 4878 5227 or write to P.O. Box 611, Moss Vale NSW 2577. 

                 
 

 For sale 
Shed Cleanout & Workshop Rationalisation, equipment surplus to needs:  All items in near new condition. 
1 hp Dust Extractor / Collector, industrial grade, portable, steel body, with large capacity dust bag. $120 
4” Irwin Record Engineers vice, no wear on jaws (only a couple of years old). $200 (half the new price) 
 !” Die Grinder, high quality Shinano brand with alloy casing. $115 
Engine cleaning gun. $15. Miscellaneous vintage grease guns, spanners etc.  
2 x Bakelite telephones, good condition $35 each 
I can e-mail photos of any items, or visitors are welcome. If there’s enough interest I might have a garage 
sale and clean out some more items.” 
Contact Rob Elliott.  Mobile 0415 697 162. Email, rob.elliott@minelab.com.au  

 
 

 The humble car radio 
Seems like cars have always had radios, but they didn't. Here's the true story: 
  
One evening, in 1929, two young men named William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to a 
lookout point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois , to watch the sunset. It was a 
romantic night to be sure, but one of the women observed that it would be even nicer if they could listen to 
music in the car. 
  
Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered with radios (Lear had served as a radio operator in 
the U.S. Navy during World War I) and it wasn't long before they were taking apart a home radio and trying 
to get it to work in a car. But it wasn't as easy as it sounds: automobiles have ignition switches, generators, 
spark plugs, and other electrical equipment that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly 
impossible to listen to the radio when the engine was running. 
 
 One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated each source of electrical interference. When they 
finally got their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in Chicago There they met Paul Galvin, 
owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a "battery eliminator" a device that 
allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC current. But as more homes were wired for 
electricity, more radio manufacturers made AC-powered radios. Galvin needed a new product to 
manufacture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, he found it. He believed that mass-
produced, affordable car radios had the potential to become a huge business. 
 
Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and when they perfected their first radio, they installed it 
in his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for a loan. Thinking it might sweeten the 
deal, he had his men install a radio in the banker's Packard. Good idea, but it didn't work -- Half an hour 
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after the installation, the banker's Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.) Galvin didn't give up. 
He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio at the 1930 Radio 
Manufacturers Association convention. Too broke to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the 
convention hall and cranked up the radio so that passing conventioneers could hear it. That idea worked -- 
He got enough orders to put the radio into production. 
 
 That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin decided he needed to come up with something a 
little catchier. In those days many companies in the phonograph and radio businesses used the suffix "ola" 
for their names -- Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest. Galvin decided to do the 
same thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the Motorola. 
 
But even with the name change, the radio still had problems. 
When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-
new car for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depression. (By that measure, a radio for a new 
car would cost about $3,000 today.) In 1930 it took two men several days to put in a car radio -- The 
dashboard had to be taken apart so that the receiver and a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling 
had to be cut open to install the antenna. These early radios ran on their own batteries, not on the car battery, 
so holes had to be cut into the floorboard to accommodate them. The installation manual had eight complete 
diagrams and 28 pages of instructions. 
 
 Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the price of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy 
in the best of times, let alone during the Great Depression -- Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled for a 
couple of years after that. But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering Motorola's pre-installed at 
the factory. In 1934 they got another boost when Galvin struck a deal with B.F. Goodrich tire company to 
sell and install them in its chain of tire stores. 
By then the price of the radio, installation included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and 
running. (The name of the company would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" 
in 1947.) In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for car radios. In 1936, the same year that 
it introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that 
was factory preset to a single frequency to pick up police broadcasts. In 1940 he developed with the first 
handheld two-way radio -- The Handie-Talkie -- for the U. S. Army. 
 
A lot of the communications technologies that we take for granted today were born in Motorola labs in the 
years that followed World War II. In 1947 they came out with the first television to sell under $200. In 1956 
the company introduced the world's first pager; in 1969 it supplied the radio and television equipment that 
was used to televise Neil Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it invented the world's first handheld 
cellular phone. Today Motorola is one of the largest cell phone manufacturer in the world -- And it all 
started with the car radio. 
 
 The two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's car, Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended up 
taking very different paths in life. Wavering stayed with Motorola. In the 1950's he helped change the 
automobile experience again when he developed the first automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and 
unreliable generators. The invention lead to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, and, eventually, 
air-conditioning. 
 
Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than 150 patents. Remember eight-track tape players? Lear 
invented that. But what he's really famous for are his contributions to the field of aviation. He invented radio 
direction finders for planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully automatic aircraft 
landing system, and in 1963 introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, the world's first mass-
produced, affordable business jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school after the eighth grade.) 
 
And it all started with a woman's suggestion. 



 

 

 
Bulletin April 2012  Page 6 

 
 

 
 

 

 One man’s view of the Constitution 
Recently I attended the funeral of one of my principal mentors, a past GM of ETSA.   
His twin granddaughters gave a splendid eulogy, in which they commented that their grandfather was 
always ready to give advice, whether it was sought or not.  Sometimes it was followed, sometimes not, but it 
was always useful in forming an opinion.  This column, hopefully, will be regarded in that way. 
Constitutions (and qualifications) are a bit like false teeth.  When they sit in the background they do a useful 
job, but when taken out and waved around they get to be quite ugly. 
When the Constitution is mentioned the groans are palpable.  We are a group formed with a view to keep 
formality at bay, and most of us would have preferred not to have worried about what the rules say.  
However, once it was pointed out that some of our practices were not specifically as the document requires 
the Committee was obliged to do something about that.  The Club was structured deliberately to leave the 
heavy lifting to the Committee, in much the same way as we elect our parliament to manage our affairs for 
us.  The Committee has proposed the tidying up, as a result of which not one thing will change in the way 
we do things. 
At the same time, emerging issues regarding historic registration and a couple of anomalies, which had been 
in the document since it was registered in 2005, have been addressed. 
Unfortunately, at the last moment I was unable to attend the last AGM, and the proposed changes failed by 
one vote, to reach the 75% required.  Since then, an enormous amount of work by Stuart MacDonald and 
David Chantrell has resulted in a neater proposal, but with the same intent, which will be put at the July 
AGM.  If you are unable to be present for any reason, please email or write to the Secretary at the Club 
address, to give your proxy or postal vote. 
I urge all to vote, as I believe the changes are necessary for the VCCSA to carry on in the manner intended 
by the founders.  In just these few years we have become the centre of veteran motoring in SA.  Over many 
years’ involvement in the historic scene, I have seen Clubs hijacked by either circumstances or other 
agendas, something that we can avoid.  There are very few certainties in life.  One that I can guarantee is 
that whichever way the AGM decides, you will not hear another word about the constitution from me, and it 
wouldn’t be a bad thing if that were contagious. 

Terry Parker 
 

             

I am reliably informed that Julian suffered 
apoplexy when he saw this picture. 

Perhaps Jane could make a pair of these 
lovely board shorts for all of us 
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 1912 Perth to Sydney re-enactment 
 
Although not taking part in the Centenary re-enactment of Birtles first crossing of the continent from Perth 
to Sydney, Dianne and I met the intrepid enthusiasts in Port Augusta and travelled to their overnight stop in 
Peterborough with them.  It was wonderful to catch up with many old friends, some visiting from England, 
and to hear of their exploits. 
The event was the brain-child of Bob Lamond from NSW, an ardent Brush enthusiast for many years, and as 
Francis Birtles and Sid Ferguson’s car of choice for their 1912 crossing was a Brush, it seemed natural that 
Bob would take on the organisational task.  There were 37 entrants on veteran cars and motorcycles who 
came from all states of Australia, and from New Zealand, America and Europe, and all seemed to be 
thoroughly enjoying the challenge.  Descendants of Sid Ferguson had also been invited to take part, and 
were enthusiastically loving the experience. 
Naturally enough, there were engineering failures that had to be fixed along the way, and these were aided 
by having a mobile workshop as a back-up vehicle complete with lathe and welding facilities.  One car was 
looking at its second engine strip-down and re-build during the lay-day in Broken Hill.  Owners of the more 
reliable machines would no doubt welcome a relaxing day of sightseeing rather than ten hours of driving. 
Since departing Perth in the pouring rain, the weather had improved, and had not produced any of the 40˚ 
scorchers the Nullarbor is famous for.  Hopefully the river flooding in northern New South Wales will not 
impede their progress. 
We wish them well. 

Howard 
 
 

      
Bernard Holmes & 1911 Brush from UK Great Western from America 
 

         Club members Andrew and Frances McDougall with Mark McKibbin's            Sid the dog, on a Darracq, with his  
 Sizaire Naudin on the trailer of their temporary "home away from home"                 "doggles" on 
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  Befores and afters – a photographic history of a 1906 Phoenix
   

   
    Arvid Jensen at his Milang Depot, c.1913 
 

 
Alma Dolling (nee Jensen) on a veteran car  
rally, Brighton c.1938 
 

 
Club member Ron Clarke in Alma’s car  
on a rally c.1955 

 

 
Arvid Jensen transporting goods from the  
Milang Railway Station to his store, c.1924 
 

 
Car as sold by Alma at auction in 1964 
 

 
Car restored with replica Tradesmans Box, 2004 
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Car refurbished c.1969 and as sold to current 
owner 1989 (photo 2002) 

 
Car as at present with replica front seat. 
 

 
Car with present owner and intrepid partner at 
Milang on the 2010 VCCSA rally

 
 

 This month’s Mystery car  
   
  

 
 
Last months car was a Panhard and Levassor 
station omnibus. 
 

Answers please to editor@vccsa.org.au 
Or phone me on 0407 716 162 
 
No million dollar prizes, just the 
satisfaction of getting it right. 
 
We will try to make this a regular item, 
if we can find enough weird and 
wonderful photos. 
Your contribution would help. 

Ed.

    

  


