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  Nuriootpa Rally 

         
 

         
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
Wednesday 2nd May, David Chantrell has put 
together an excellent presentation to remember 
the 100 years since the sinking of the Titanic. 

 
Wednesday 6th June, We will be discussing the 
new constitution, and showing photos, and telling 
stories about the 2012 Barossa Rally. 
 
Wednesday 4th July, Will be our AGM, covering 
voting on changes to our constitution, and the 
normal election of Committee members, a 
nomination form appears elsewhere in the 
Bulletin, please don’t be backward in coming 
forward. 
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 Upcoming events 
 
Sunday 6th May A breakfast run with a difference. Starting as normal from Veale Gardens, 

there will be a not too arduous journey through the outer suburbs, to our 
destination, the Watershed Café on Salisbury Highway at Mawson Lakes. 
After breakfast you might like to take a walking tour of the wetlands, which 
are all part of the complex. Please take a look at the wonderful website 
http://www.thewatershed.net.au/facilities/wetlands.html 

Sunday 10th June Breakfast run 
Saturday 14th July Annual dinner to be held at the Kooyunga Golf Club 
 

  From the Chairman 
I would like to start this report by saying a very 
big, warm thank you to all who have been so kind 
as to pass on their best wishes to me by greeting 
card, telephone call, email and personal contact.  I 
am aware that my recovery will stretch out to 
occupy several months, but your good wishes will 
certainly make these months easier to bear.  At 
this point, I have to add that without the unending 
assistance of Dianne, I would certainly have 
found things very difficult, so many thanks must 
go to her as she, I’m sure, is suffering the results 
of my accident more than I am. 
 
Having missed partaking in the enjoyment of our 
Barossa Rally, I have to report on it through the 
opinions of those who did.  By all accounts, it was 
a phenomenal success, and I have not heard a 
single complaint.  Indeed, everyone I spoke to 
enjoyed it immensely, and some interstate 
participants said it was the best rally they have 
ever attended.  High praise indeed, and our Rally 
Committee of Phil, David, Neil and Dianne 
should be proud of their efforts. 
 
Already plans are afoot for next year’s event, so 
make your arrangements early – further details are 
in this issue. 
 
Don’t forget the forthcoming July AGM will see 
the Constitution changes voted on by the 
Membership.  Your Committee firmly believes 
that these modifications are vital for the Club to 
continue to operate as it has been, with a very 
strong emphasis on veteran vehicles and minimal 
involvement of the general membership in the 
day-to-day business.  Have your say. 
 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Howard 

 

 From the Secretary 
The big event for the month was obviously our 
weekend rally. I had a great time and have 
received many notes of thanks, but I will let 
someone else write about what happened. I would 
like to make special mention about Chris Whittall 
and his back up trailer. Chris even missed 
Saturday’s lunch with a breakdown and I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank him for all of 
his hard work, dedication and patience. 

The committee has decided that our weekend rally 
will now officially be a 3 day rally and will start 
on the Friday and run through to the Sunday. It is 
back on again for 2013 at Nuriootpa from the 
12th-14th April.  

Our AGM is drawing near and all of the club’s 
positions will once again become vacant. If you 
want to perform a duty within our great club 
please don’t be shy. If you think someone else 
might be willing to volunteer, please speak to 
them personally to see if they want to do the job. 
Nomination forms will be with the secretary. 

Reading the Federation minutes there was an 
interesting part about the response to the survey of 
entrants from the previous Bay to Birdwood and 
the result that most entrants do not support 
separating the veteran and vintage cars from the 
main body. There has been a bit on the radio 
lately about road closures in the Adelaide Hills 
requiring 100% yes by the houses and properties 
inconvenienced. I am hearing at the moment that 
this year’s Bay to Birdwood roads will not be 
closed as they have been in the past. We will have 
to see if common sense will prevail. 

Kind regards, 
David Chantrell 
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From the Membership Secretary 
After a somewhat challenging week leading up to 
and including the Rally weekend, our absence 
from the Rally was a big, unexpected 
disappointment. 
 
However, late on the Sunday afternoon we 
managed to get ourselves (and the crutches, 
wheelchair, cushions and a large dose of self-pity 
from Howard) to Nuriootpa to at least catch up 
with our friends who had come all the way from 
NSW to attend the Rally.  Apart from the 4 of 
them, John Fryirs, Bob Freeland, and Julie and 
Terry Prodger,  we had a wonderful, unexpected 
dinner with Rob and Sue Priest, Elaine and Bob 
Sellar, and Roy Shelton and Carmel from 
Victoria, all of whom had stayed on for another 
night in the Barossa.   

We also caught up with Alan and Gwenda 
Meredith and their NZ visitors, Shirley and Bruce 
Shadbolt.  This was just the tonic we needed – 
good food, good company, and a good laugh.  We 
had a wonderful evening.  I would also like to 
thank all of you who have phoned, emailed, 
written and called in for your support – very much 
appreciated during this trying time. 
 
This month we welcome our newest member, 
Brett Colliver, who is currently restoring the ex-
David Martin, ex-Bill Kent RCH.  Good luck with 
the restoration, Brett.  I’m sure anyone in the Club 
will be very happy to assist with this, should it be 
required. 
 

Dianne

                
 The kids had a ball Must be something to do with aerodynamics 
 

 The Club would like to thank the following for their help with the rally 
Shannons Insurance for the rally packs 
Alexa Property Rentals for their help with the printing 
The Barossa Herald for publicity and maps 
John Hancock for his help with media and publicity 
Andy Applebee for his organisation of the school children’s visit 
Michael Sheehan for his donation of the wine for the caption competition at the dinner on Saturday 
and last, but by no means least, Chris Whittall for being tail-end Charlie for the weekend 

 

     
 A future member perhaps And then there were three Another beautiful bike 
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 Barossa Weekend Rally - Saturday Report 
What a fantastic rally, with perfect weather and a great bunch of friendly people. 
When one is on the oldest and slowest vehicle, one has the added bonus of viewing the whole field of cars 
and bikes (as they roar past). 
We left the rally headquarters, heading for the Tourist Park and onwards to Light Pass and Stockwell, 
arriving at the Barossa Markets for morning tea. At this point I would like to thank Stuart McDonald for 
crossing the road as I had run out of cars to follow and I probably would still be riding along merrily. 
After a coffee and a chat we were off to Bethany for lunch. This was great country for the F.N. with gently 
undulating roads and nice scenery. I actually arrived mid-field at the reserve ,(felt pretty chuffed about 
that!). 
The reserve was an excellent location  for lunch and it looked superb with the veterans parked under the 
trees around the oval. 
After lunch and more chatting , we were off to Tanunda (with a regroup at the oval), then onwards towards 
Seppeltsfield, through Greenock to the Aviation Museum. 
Sadly for me, the left hand pedal decided to part company with the bike between Greenock and the museum, 
making “light pedal assistance” impossible up hills, so I missed seeing the museum and returned to 
Nuriootpa. 
I would like to thank the organisers for a most enjoyable rally. The distances between stops and the terrain, 
were perfect for our ancient vehicles. 
A big thank you to David Chantrell, who must have been bored to death following the F.N. from Tanunda to 
Greenock. (It was much appreciated David). 
I had to return home Saturday night (bet David was glad), however I hope Sunday was a success too. 
 

Larry Clarke 

 Barossa Valley Rally start 
The day started off ominously with the Ford misfiring on the way to the start at the Highbury Hotel.  After a 
look around I found that I had simply forgotten to clean the roller in the commutator.  All clean and re-oiled 
off again once more.  We arrived early as I had the rally packs on board and I wanted a bit of extra time to 
get organised before the entrants arrived.  Neil arrived shortly after and we got a glimpse of our new Club 
banner. 
 
About 16 cars came to the start and with the rally packs handed out accordingly we all choofed off for a 
great drive.  Up through Anstey’s Hill to Houghton that was magnificent in the morning, followed by a 
marvellous drive through the Chain of Ponds to the Williamstown turnoff.  We continued past the beautiful 
reservoir and on to our first stop.  I for one was very glad of the “Unfilling Station” as the cup of coffee 
from the start had well and truly caught up with me by then!  By the continual stream of entrants using the 
facilities I was not the only one. 
 
From Williamstown we drove the few short miles to Lyndoch for lunch.  About 8 entrants had arrived in the 
Barossa the night before or earlier in the morning and made the drive to meet us at Lyndoch.  After a great 
bakery lunch all 24 or so cars departed at 1pm for Nuriootpa.  The main road through the Barossa is 
normally very busy, but at 1pm it was an easy, comfortable and pleasant drive.  All of the cars kept a good 
distance apart and kept well left allowing any traffic to pass with minimal fuss and delay.  It was a great 
sight to look in front and behind to see 2 dozen beautiful cars in convoy.  We arrived at Nuriootpa around 
2pm just in time for the Nuriootpa Primary School after-hours care programme organised by Andrew 
Applebee.  I will let John’s article continue from this point. 

David Chantrell 
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 The Barossa Rally 2012 
The VCCSA played it’s own version of “Where’s Wally?” on the weekend of the 14th & 15th of April, but 
ours was entitled “Where’s Howard?” 
Unaccustomed to the absence of our esteemed President and the true boss, Di Barber, the shock proved too 
much for some entrants with the Hancock/Applebee Phanomobil and LeBusque Belsize both balking at the 
thought of appearing on a rally without such prominent stalwarts. 
This show of solidarity with Howard was not widely expressed, however, with virtually all other entrants 
making their way to Nuriootpa for the Club’s third annual weekend rally, even if some vehicles did decide 
getting there was about enough work and demanded more “rest time” once among the vines. 
The rally actually got off to a flying start on the 13th with many entrants wending their way to the Barossa a 
day early to take part in a special event organised in conjunction with the Barossa Valley Out of School 
Hours group. 
Children from Nuriootpa Primary and the caravan park (including some surprisingly older looking “kids”) 
were educated, entertained and introduced to veteran motoring by Andy Applebee, Mark Anderson & 
Louise (in period motoring costume, no less) and David Chantrell in particular. 
In all approximately 50 people took up the offer to go for rides in a wide range of cars around the “track” 
bordering the town oval(s) in Nuriootpa.  Some children had to be “firmly” removed from some vehicles to 
make room for others after becoming too attached to the plush, leather seats and thrill of open motoring 
(although it was later suggested one child was so traumatised by the experience he was actually frozen in 
place and was too afraid to move). 
Only Dave Chantrell had to be cautioned about child labour laws by attempting to get 8-year-olds to crank 
start his Model ‘T’ Ford. 
In all seriousness, this was a brilliant “extra” rally event and worked superbly not just as a “PR” exercise for 
the Club but also in sowing the seeds for the “next generation” of veteran vehicle enthusiasts. 
A big thank you to all of those entrants who took part on the day and to Andy, Mark and Dave who gave so 
freely of their time to entertain the kids (of all ages). 
After a “quick” dash back to the various accommodations to clean vehicles and selves, a large group of 
entrants then congregated in the Vine Inn for the “unofficial” dinner on Friday night.  Booked for 50, we 
somehow managed to get about 65 in for a wonderful night renewing old acquaintances, meeting new 
friends and tackling some German fare from the menu. 
Saturday dawned warm and sunny – perfect weather for veteran motoring – and following a variety of 
breakfasts it was off around the Valley. 
Some initial confusion at Stockwell seeing the entrants all heading back the way they came had people 
scrambling for the route sheets, but in the end this was actually cleverly planned to allow entrants to see 
others on the road as we all passed each other heading in opposite directions.  Smart move! 
Onto the Farmers’ Market for some retail therapy.  It was here the McNeil (Julian) Cadillac, fresh from its 
ocean cruise, made a “break for freedom” by slipping the handbrake but could only manage around 30 
centimetres before willing hands (and some handy chocks disguised as rocks) halted its progress. 
Then a short hop over to Bethany for lunch, running repairs and a lay in the shade of the regal gum trees.  
Here we discovered an interesting fact:  when only running on one cylinder the Dudley Pinnock Renault is 
easier to push start in reverse!  From here it was onto the Aviation Museum for a massive afternoon tea then 
back to Nuriootpa to prepare for the official dinner in Angaston.  For those who braved the elements in a 
veteran there was just time to fill the lamps and allow the wicks to soak before gathering in town for the 
“gaslight” run to the dinner venue.  Always fun to see which lamp blows out first.  The evening meal at the 
South Australian Company Store Restaurant in Angaston was excellent and apart from the sprinkler system 
kicking in, providing a wet ride home for Greg Smith in the little GWK, the night went off without a hitch. 
Sadly we could not stay for the breakfast and visit to Collingrove on the Sunday.  We left at 7am and had 
the Gregoire bedded down back in Adelaide by 9.30, even allowing for a breakfast stop in Gawler. 
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Many thanks to the organisers (both official and otherwise) for another wonderful rally and special thanks to 
Chris Whittall for “picking up the pieces” as Tail-end Charlie throughout the weekend.  Your assistance is 
always invaluable. 
Next year “Fanny” promises she will make an appearance provided Howard promises to stay in one piece! 
From all Members and entrants we hope you get well soon, Howard, and finally get the Matchless to a rally! 
 

John Hancock

 John Treloar’s Waco YKS-6 
Karlie, Norman Rodoni's daughter, phoned me on 
26/4/2012.  She hopes to come to Adelaide soon 
and would like to see the Waco again. Her father 
died aged 57 when she was 21.  She is now 71. 
   Unfortunately ,she wont see it all rebagged and 
back in one piece. 
About 30 years ago , I got a copy of Rodoni's 
letter re the trip to the Granites along with photos 
of the Waco and Connellan's Percival Gull at 
Mount Doreen while on this trip and also a photo 
of the Gull in flight taken from the Waco. 

JohnT 
 
In DCA circles Norman Rodoni is best 
remembered as the inventor of the Airways 
Traffic Computer, a device which became known 
as the 'Rodoniscope'. Not a lot is known about the 
life of Norm Rodoni, except the few fragments set 
out below. 
Prior to becoming a Flight Checking Officer (as 
Air Traffic Controllers were known in those 
days), Norm Rodoni had a successful career as a 
pilot. He worked for Adastra Airways from 1935 
to 1941 as a pilot and engineer, eventually 
becoming Chief Pilot. 
In April 1936 Captain Frank Follett and Norman 
Rodoni of Adastra Airways carried out a survey 
of the Cobar, NSW district in a British Aircraft 
Eagle under instruction from the NSW 
Department of Mines. This was the first occasion 
that an aircraft had been used in NSW to assist 
ground parties in mineral surveys. 
In June 1938 Adastra shipped a B.A. Eagle VH-
UUY from Sydney to Port Moresby on the 
"Montoro" for a series of survey flights for 
Papuan Apinaipi Petroleum Co Ltd. Norm Rodoni 
was the pilot. 
In September 1940 while Battle of Britain was 
reaching a crescendo on the other side of the 
world, Norm Rodoni, by then Chief Pilot of 
Adastra, was engaged on vital aerial survey work 

in Central Australia. His photographer was Peter 
V Payens and they were using Waco YKS-6 VH-
UYD. The following extract from Out of Control 
in the Centre by John P. Kellow of Connellan 
Airways describes this episode:  
"Prior to my departure on the 30th mail run, an 
Adastra Airways photographic survey plane had 
arrived in Alice from Sydney. It was a Waco 
biplane, powered by a Jacobs radial engine. It was 
crewed by Adastra's Chief Pilot, Norm Rodoni, 
and Peter Payens, the photographer.  
 
They had a contract to do a vertical survey of an 
area of country centred on "The Granites". They 
had sufficient respect for the navigational hazards 
of flying in the area to request that we escort them 
to "The Granites" and back. It was therefore 
arranged that they would fly alongside me on the 
next mail run. This was no problem, as the 
cruising speeds of both aircraft were about the 
same. We departed together on 17 September 
1940, and I left them at "The Granites" and 
continued on. My trip went normally except for a 
slight delay with a tail wheel puncture at 
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Auvergne on the return trip, and I spent the night 
of 19 September at "The Granites" with the 
Adastra crew who had completed their job. We 
returned to Alice Springs in company the 
following day. On the run, Peter Payens took a 
number of oblique photos of various parts of the 
country of interest to us, including some good 
ones of our Gull in the air. In due course he sent 
us a good selection of prints with their 
compliments." 
By May 1942, with the Japanese well established 
in New Guinea, Adastra had been contracted by 
the Director of Surveys to perform an aerial 
survey of areas of the north coast of NSW.   
Norm Rodoni and Peter Payens were once again 
involved, again using the Waco. Of interest is the 
fact that liaison was necessary with anti-aircraft 
batteries to prevent the survey aircraft being shot 
at! On 19 June, Norm Rodoni flew the Waco from 
Mascot to Coolangatta to commence the work, but 

it was not to last long. After only three flights 
Norm Rodoni was forced to withdraw from the 
survey work, reporting that he could no longer 
carry on with flying at high altitude owing to 
trouble with his eyes.  
On 7 July 1942 Norm Rodoni returned to Mascot 
with the Waco, and subsequently joined DCA as a 
Flight Checking Officer. In 1944 he was 
responsible for the invention of the Airways 
Traffic Computer, or 'Rodoniscope'. This 
invention halved the number of controllers needed 
and was more accurate than other, more 
cumbersome, methods of control. Despite its 
officially agreed merits it was not until 1950 that 
he was finally paid £200 by the Public Service 
Board and a further £250 by the War Inventions 
Committee.  
 
 

Article courtesy of Airwaysmuseum.com
 

 For sale 
The club has for sale our own special mugs, with the car logo on one side, and the motorcycle logo on the 
other. Good quality, and value at $10 each. 
We also now have new club windscreen stickers that have a white background, these are $1 each. 
Both are available at the monthly gatherings. 
 

 Car storage 
Clean, dry, secure storage for that other car.  Mawson Lakes (northern side of Salisbury Highway). $150 per 
car, per month.  Contact your friendly editor, Tony Beaven on 0407 716 162 
 

 This month’s Mystery car  
   

   
 
 
Last months car was a 1914 Bianchi, photographed at an English car day. 

Answers please to editor@vccsa.org.au 
Or phone me on 0407 716 162 
 
No million dollar prizes, just the 
satisfaction of getting it right. 
 
We will try to make this a regular item, 
if we can find enough weird and 
wonderful photos. 
Your contribution would help. 

Ed.
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 VCCA(VIC) 1&2 Cylinder Rally, Cobram, 15th-18th March 2012 
 
Once again Cobram was the venue for this year’s 1&2 cylinder rally.  This is the third successive year we 
have attended this great event.  This year the wet weather in the lead up to the rally played havoc with the 
plans of tour organisers Barry and Joan Forryan.  Extensive flooding in the area meant some roads were out 
and the planned Friday trip to Nathalia and Numurkah had to be re-organised as access to Nathalia was 
restricted to locals only. 
 
We arrived on Thursday and after checking in to the RACV Cobram 
resort we had sufficient time to participate in a shake down run to the 
Big Strawberry just past Koonoomoo, where we met up with other 
“Shake Down Run” entrants and enjoyed strawberry milkshakes 
and/or ice creams. Thursday night was welcoming night, and Tour 
organiser Barry explained details of the rally and in particular 
mentioned that unless we received more than 5mm of rain overnight, 
the revised plans would proceed. 
 
Sure enough, the rain set in and continued for much of the night, and into the next morning.  The result was 
that almost without exception entrants took their “moderns” to the lunch stop at Finley.  We only noticed 
two intrepid drivers in their veteran cars. 
 
Saturday the weather improved and all entrants enjoyed a delightful day of Veteran motoring.  We visited 
Mulwala/Yarrawonga, where there was a static display near the  foreshore.  This was also our lunch stop 
and it was pleasant to spend a leisurely break before heading back to Cobram by the same route.  (The 
planned return route had to be changed due to Friday’s rain affecting the roads.) 
 

Saturday night was a dress up dinner; the theme was “Bling”, with most 
entrants opting for wigs and face masks and a fair bit of glitter.  A fun 
night was had by all. 
Sunday’s run was to the Barooga Hotel (for lunch) via Tocumwal 
(morning tea).  Lunch was the official ending to the rally.   
 
We enjoyed the rally, even though it was hampered by floods, wet 
weather, and plenty of mosquitoes.  This rally is always worth attending, 
and the Victorian Club members make everyone feel welcome.  

 
Our Club was represented by Graham Treloar and Josie (with BSA Motor 
Cycle and Triumph Motor Cycle), (Fred and Betty Jones (in a modern 
Chrysler 300c) and Don and Sue Le Busque (AX Renault).  A total of 75 
entrants and 150 people ensured this rally offered plenty of variety.  
Congratulations to organisers Barry and Joan Forryan, who operated under 
very difficult conditions, with the Rally routes having to be changed every 
day except Thursday.  They remained cheerful throughout and did a 
wonderful job. 
 
(We were having so much fun that we neglected to take any photos of cars; thanks to Alan Meredith and 
Graeme Jarrett for providing these). 

Don & Sue LeBusque 
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12th to 14th April 

 

 


  
  
  



      








Contact VCCSA at www.vccsa.org.au or (08) 8345 0665 
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The Veteran Car Club of South 
Australia Inc. 

P.O. Box 193, Unley BC  SA  5061 
 

 
Notice of Election of Committee Members to be held 

at the Club’s Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday, 4th July 2012 

 
The Club Committee is comprised of the following members: Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, and five 
Members of the Committee. Any member of the Club in good standing is eligible to stand for election to 
any position on the Club Committee provided that: 
 

• The member has been nominated for election to that position by another member of the Club in good 
standing. 

• The nomination has been seconded by a different member of the Club in good standing, other than 
the nominee. 

• The nominee accepts the nomination, and, 
• The nomination shall be in writing, signed by the nominator, by the seconder and by the nominee 

and delivered to the Secretary by no later than 28 days prior to the date of the Annual General 
Meeting; corresponding in 2012 to Wednesday 6th June. 

 

Nomination Form 
 

I, …………………………….…..….. , hereby nominate ……….…..…...………………….. 
 
to stand for election to the position of ……………………………. of the Club Committee 
 
Signed …………………………….…..….. (Nominator) 
 
I, …………………………….…..….. , hereby second the above nomination 
 
Signed …………………………….…..….. (Seconder) 
 
I, …………………………….…..….. , hereby accept the above nomination 
 
Signed …………………………….…..….. (Nominee) 
 
Completed nomination forms should be received by the current Secretary by no later than Wednesday 8th  
June 2012. If submitted by post: 
 

The Secretary VCCSA, 
P.O. Box 193 

Unley BC 
SA 5061. 

email: secretary@vccsa.org.au 


