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  Tour of Colonel Light Gardens 

       
 

Some photos of our Sunday gathering, tour of Colonel Light Gardens and brunch at the usual haunt on 
Belair Road.  An article about the suburb, supplied by the historical society, appears later in the Bulletin. 

 
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 
Wednesday 4th July, Will be our AGM, covering 
voting on changes to our constitution, and the 
normal election of Committee members.  We also 

ask that you please bring a small plate of nibbles 
for supper. 
Wednesday 1st  August, There will be no normal 
gathering at the RSL, instead, we will be having a 
movie and supper night on Wednesday 8th August. 
Please refer to the flyer elsewhere in the Bulletin. 
This will also double as our monthly outing. 
Wednesday 5th September. We are hoping to 
bring you a very interesting evening of 
entertainment with a talk by Don LeBusque and 
Fred Jones. 
 

  A gentle reminder 
The club has for sale, our very own mugs, with the car logo on one side, and the motorcycle logo on the 
other.  Very good quality, and at a bargain price of $10 each. 
We also have some new windscreen stickers, which now have a white background, priced at $1 each.
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  From the Chairman 
It amazes me how we can live in an area and just 
take it for granted, until an occasion arises which 
makes us aware of its’ interesting history.  Such 
was the Colonel Light Gardens Tour, as arranged 
by our rallymaster, Phil Keane.  I’m sure there 
will be more about that elsewhere in the 
magazine, but I was both fascinated and 
enthralled.  Thanks Phil. 
Next meeting, on July 4th, is our Club AGM, and 
marks the start of our 7th year.  Of course the 
formalities will occupy some part of the evening, 
but the rest is set aside to just enjoy a cup of tea 
and a chat with friends.  As I am always saying, 
the veteran vehicles are simply an excuse to bring 
friends together. 
The business part of the proceedings will of 
course include reports on the past 12 months and 
the important financial statement, but this year the 
Committee will be once again submitting re-
modified Rules of the Club (Constitution) for your 
consideration.  An enormous amount of thanks 
must go to Stuart MacDonald and our Secretary, 
David Chantrell, for spending many, many hours 
getting it right this time.  The original and the 
proposed versions were forwarded to Club 
members 2 or 3 months ago, so I’m sure most of 
you will have formed an opinion already.  Be at 
the meeting on Wednesday to cast your vote. 
I had a telephone call from Lloyd, our London 
member, a couple of months ago, telling me he 
had joined the ranks of V-twin veteran motorcycle 
owners.  His choice of bike is a beautiful AJS of 
(I think) 1914 vintage, and will no doubt provide 
him with a few more “legs” for his annual run in 
the London to Brighton (which takes place in 
March).  In the past, his single-cylinder Triumph 
has provided his transport in this event, and 
served him well. 
A change of plans has been necessary for our 
proposed “Dinner and Movie evening” as was 
heralded in our last Bulletin.  Most importantly, 
note the change of date to the 8th of August, and it 
is now a “Movie and Supper” evening to replace 
our usual August gathering at the RSL.  Please 
feel free to invite friends to join your party for this 
occasion.  More details elsewhere in the Bulletin. 
On a personal front, my all-important right ankle 
is improving, and the doctor and physio are happy 
with the rate of progress.  I feel sure that once 
Dianne has mastered the procedures for kick-

starting the Matchless, cranking the Napier and 
driving the Phoenix you’ll see us again out and 
about in a veteran. 
 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Howard 
 

 From the Secretary 
Once again the correspondence for the month has 
been consumed with the impending changes to 
our Historic Registration Log Book system. On 
Saturday 30th there was an information session 
run by the Federation where the changes will be 
gone through and how it affects all clubs. No 
discussion allowed on what we want or would like 
to see done, but exactly how the new changes will 
be implemented. We sent all 4 registrars plus 
another representative to the meeting. At our next 
monthly gathering we will be in a position to hear 
from the delegates. Until then we are waiting. 
Also this month we received notification about a 
possible cosmetic review for our system. The 
VCCSA has once again written letters to Julie 
Holmes (Director of the Registrar), both Transport 
Ministers (Patrick Conlon & Chloe Fox) and 
copied to the Federation. We want nothing 
changed including the respecting of original cars 
in a safe, roadworthy condition. 
As these letters were sent last Friday we have as 
yet to hear back from any of the recipients. 
The Annual General meeting is this month where 
amongst other things all of the positions in the 
club will be declared vacant once more. This is a 
good opportunity to thank my fellow committee 
members and everybody else that makes the club 
tick. The committee meetings sometimes become 
long and boring, but by having the business of 
club away from the monthly meeting floor enables 
us to have great speakers, shows and chats most 
months. This model has proven very popular 
indeed as shown by the great member attendance 
every month. 
The proposed draft constitution will also be 
moved for voting where the members will decide 
one way or another what they want. Hope to see 
you all at the AGM! Please bring a small plate of 
supper to share. 
 
Kind regards, 

David Chantrell 
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 From the Membership Secretary 
This month we would like to welcome Lynnear and Fiona Fagan as new members.  We hope they enjoy 
their membership and become very involved in the Club. 
Just a reminder that Membership Subscriptions are now due (many have already been received – thank you). 
Remember to fill in your renewal form, including details of your vehicles for our Club register.  I have 
several receipts for collection at the AGM, so please see me to collect yours if it has not been posted to you. 

Dianne 
 

 Upcoming events 
Saturday 7th July 
Please note new date 

Annual dinner to be held at the Kooyunga Golf Club, 7pm for 7.30 sit down. 
Soup, Dinner & Desert, $50 per head.  Numbers now please. 

Wednesday 8th August Movie and supper at Wallis cinema, Mitcham. 
Sunday 23rd September Display and promotion day at Colonel Light Gardens RSL. 
Thursday 4th October As part of the Bay to Birdwood Motorfest, the VCCSA has organised a run 

through the hills to the Southern Vales wineries.  Full details are available 
from the Federation website. 

 
 

 

SPECIAL MOVIE NIGHT 

WEDNESDAY 8TH AUGUST 
 

There has been a change of plans. 
 

Instead of the announced dinner and movie night on Wednesday 1st August, to replace our normal gathering 
at the RSL, Tim Rettig has arranged a special pre-release screening of the movie “The Sapphires” on the 
second Wednesday 8th August. 
It is an acclaimed Australian movie about 4 aboriginal sisters who sing for the troops in Vietnam in 1968.  
A supper has been arranged after the show in the Mitcham Wallis complex. 
Be there at 7pm – the movie starts at 7.15pm - $15 per person for the movie and supper.  Bring your 
partners and feel free to invite some friends.  Please advise Howard Filtness of numbers before August 6th, 
to allow for catering requirements.  Phone 8272 0594 and leave a message if Howard is not home.  
Remember it’s the second Wednesday.   
As this movie has not yet been released, it has no censorship classification. 
 

 
 
A photo of the ALLEN DUNLOP FIRE in which the 
ex-Dave Fechner 1913 Cadillac was seriously damaged 
along with the ex-Alan Rowe 1910 Cadillac. 
 
As heart breaking as it is, this should serve as reminder 
to us all, to make sure that our insurance is up to date. 
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No apologies to the republicans amongst our readers.   Ed. 
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  Some History of Colonel Light Gardens 
In June 1915 the Vaughan Labor Government purchased the property ‘Grange Farm’, south of Adelaide, 
from the trustees of the estate of William Tennant Mortlock. 
The farm occupied 121.4 hectares (298 acres) and the Government intended to establish the site as a ‘model 
garden suburb’. The Government’s decision followed the impact of Charles Reade’s lectures during his 
1914 Australasian Town Planning Tour. He was sponsored by the British Garden Cities and Town Planning 
Association and was considered an expert by his colleagues in the field of town planning. 
Reade promoted the internationally popular model suburb schemes in public lectures enhanced by lantern 
slides and newspaper releases. His planning principles were guided by the garden city movement which 
aimed to improve the lifestyle and residential environment of all classes of people; Colonel Light Gardens 
clearly reflects those principles in its design. 
World War 1 interrupted the State Government’s intention for ‘Grange Farm’ and the land was used as an 
army training camp until 1920. Meanwhile, during 1916, Reade had been employed as South Australia’s 
(and Australia’s) first Government Town Planner. In January 1917, when the need arose to improve 
drainage at the camp, Reade was consulted. He was requested to prepare plans for a model suburb and 
designed a scheme with the working title ‘Mitcham Garden Suburb’. 
Following the preparation of the plans the deep drainage (sewer lines) was installed to be used for the army 
camp and then for the housing development. His plans were shown publicly and for the first time at the First 
Town Planning and Housing Conference and Exhibition in Adelaide in October 1917, with the design being 
described in a paper given at the Second Town Planning and Housing Conference held in Brisbane in 1918. 
They were ratified by the State Government in 1919 when the Garden Suburb Act was passed. The Act, 
together with associated regulations, provided a detailed plan for the Suburb’s development. The name 
Colonel Light Gardens was adopted by State Cabinet in April 1921. 
A booklet was published which outlined the benefits and services available in the Suburb and included a 
plan of the scheme as well as a coloured perspective. The first blocks available for public purchase were in 
the northeast section of the Suburb and were released in August 1921. The new Suburb offered prospective 
residents ‘comfort, convenience and beauty’ with services — gas, electricity, water and sewerage — 
surfaced roads, public transport and views of the foothills. The housing style reflected the popular 
preference for Californian bungalows (although a number of neo-Tudor homes were also later constructed). 
In June 1924 development of the Suburb was accelerated by the Labor Government’s decision to initiate a 
mass housing project, the Thousand Homes Scheme, on a large portion of the undeveloped land in Colonel 
Light Gardens. The central and southern sections of the Suburb were remodeled to accommodate 363 
houses. Two farming properties on the western side of Goodwood Road were purchased as sites for a further 
332 houses. (The remaining 305 homes of the Thousand Homes were built in Adelaide’s western suburbs). 
It quickened the availability of facilities including shops and parks and assisted the pace of private 
investment in the suburb. Two schools and five churches were established. The Garden Theatre (for moving 
pictures) sited on Goodwood Road opened in 1925. In 1927 the Garden Suburb Commissioner reported that 
all available building blocks were sold and that the suburb’s initial development was complete. 
Colonel Light Gardens has remained substantially unchanged since the 1920s. The Garden Suburb 
Commissioner approved the subdivision of Piccadilly Circus, originally intended as the main entrance to the 
suburb, in the 1940s. The southern portion of Eton Street was also built in that decade. 
During the 1980s local community awareness of the significance of the suburb’s plan led to successful 
application for funding of the Colonel Light Gardens Conservation Study. Following its release in 1989 a 
Heritage Adviser was appointed. 
In recognition of its unique place in national and international planning history the entire suburb was placed 
on the Register of the National Estate in October 1999. It was declared a State Heritage Area in May 2000 
and the future management of the suburb was set out in the Colonel Light Gardens Conservation 
Management Plan, adopted by Mitcham Council in 2005. 
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Colonel Light Gardens has a number of features relevant for motorists. 
Hierarchy of Streets - the design incorporated a internal highway (collector road) encircling the suburb 
(Salisbury Crescent, West Parkway, Sturt Ave and East Parkway). 
Rounded Street Corners- '... so as to afford drivers the clearest possible view ... also adds considerably to 
their appearance and harmonises with the general design'. 
Wider blocks - to accomodate a driveway, and two houses had a carport built under the main roof (4 East 
Parkway and 2 West Parkway) 

Philip Knight, Colonel Light Gardens Historical Society 
 

 BSA/Stoneleigh cars 
I am a member of the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand and have been collecting BSA 13.9 hp sleeve-valve 
engined car parts for over 50 years. Eventually I obtained 2 other collections, the most recent also 
containing the remains of a 1913 Stoneleigh. These cars were produced by Siddeley Deasy and were really a 
BSA chassis and running gear with a Stoneleigh radiator and torpedo body. 
I have searched worldwide but apart from my collection have found only a radiator in a museum. However I 
know that a Mr Alec Hawke of Sydney had the remains of a Stoneleigh in the mid 1960s so I am anxious to 
find their present whereabouts. 
My research shows that there were quite a number of these cars imported into New Zealand and Australia 
and perhaps some other British Empire countries. It is recorded that in 1916 there were 16 Stoneleighs 
registered 
in NSW,  and Tasmania may have had 10 or 12 cars as well.  Several cars were exhibited at Shows in 
various States during 1912/13 and there are advertisements by agencies in various newspapers. H V McKay 
of Sunshine, Victoria, were the main dealers for the  Australian States. I believe that there are Motor 
Registration records in an Adelaide Library which may reveal details of Stoneleighs in South Australia but 
these are not available on the Internet.  I would be very interested to see this information, which would 
require someone to inspect them in person.  Would any of your members be able to help? 
Back in the 1980s I visited the Birdwood Museum where there was a 1914 BSA tourer on display. It 
belonged to Eric Rainsford but recent enquiries reveal that it is no longer there and the Museum is unable to 
help me find it. It may be that the Rainsford family still own it, or else it has been disposed of.  v Also, in 
NSW, there was a 1912 BSA tourer owned by a Mr Craze but this has now disappeared from the Veteran 
Car Club membership. I would be interested in finding the present owners of these or any other 13.9 hp 
BSAs or Stoneleighs, or the location of any parts pertaining to these cars. 
Would it be possible for a request for this information be put in your Club Newsletter and perhaps Forward 
this letter on to anyone you think may be able to put me in touch with any sources of information. 
I would be particularly interested in photos and literature pertaining to these cars.  There were also 
Stoneleigh lorries produced in the same period, these were 1.5 ton vehicles and used the 3.3 litre sleeve-
valve  4 cylinder engine of the contemporary Daimler and Siddeley Deasy cars.  I would like to contact any 
Siddeley Deasy owners. 
Any help you or your Club can give me in this matter will be very much appreciated. 
Yours sincerely, 
Irvine Black, 
Temuka, South Canterbury, NZ. 
Phone number:   03 6158248. 
 

 For sale 
The club has for sale our own special mugs, with the car logo on one side, and the motorcycle logo on the 
other. Good quality, and value at $10 each. 
We also now have new club windscreen stickers that have a white background, these are $1 each. 
Both are available at the monthly gatherings. 
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 For sale or exchange 
30x3! BE Excelsior tyre and tube. Unused. I bought them as a spare 
for the 2008 London to Brighton. $180. 
30x3! Dunlop square pattern tread BE tyre plenty of tread. Suitable 
for cosmetic spare. Give away  
Two 23x5 Betco 6 ply (Excelsior )Tyres.  Marginal tread left. 
Exchange for 2bottles of red wine. 
Pair of brass shoes for holding a spare tyre fit 30x 3 ! or similar $50. 
Longuemaire carburettor for a stationary engine. Complete $30 
Pair Lucas Black enamelled 3 "” Sidelights  excellent condition twin 
filament bulbs $200 
8 #” W mudguard bolts $10 
Lucas Starter 12V A830 clamp mounted, red wine 
Brolt  Starter 12v  Flywheel housing mounting, red wine 
Nigel Steele Scott  0419838626 ncsscott@ozemail.com.au 
 

 Car storage 
Clean, dry, secure storage for that other car.  Mawson Lakes (northern side of Salisbury Highway). $150 per 
car, per month.  Contact your friendly editor, Tony Beaven on 0407 716 162 
 

 For sale 
De Dion 1912 DH 12 HP 4 cyl. 1600cc Eng.No.8949C         
Extremely rare.  Starts easily and running well.  Owners Manual. 
Used on last Adelaide, London to Brighton run without a problem. 
Restored on a farm some years ago, use as is or further restore to a 
higher standard. 
Comes with a spare engine which needs work. 
$13,500. 
Contact Barry Foster 82769558.  Mobile 0447489861 
Email: delfina@tpg.com.au  
 

 This month’s Mystery cars  

       
We know that this one is a Fiat with registration 4270, 
but is it a South Australian car, and if so, who did it 
belong to. 

This one, we know nothing about, has anyone any 
ideas please. 
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  Trevethan 
Last week I was delving into “Trove” about Ford ‘T’ stuff when this little gem came to light. I found it very 
interesting. I know there are other researchers out there with far more knowledge and access to the James 
Flood series of books, but I did a little research and found out a little more. 
Apparently the “Trevethan” is a motor buggy based around a 1! horsepower, single cylinder De Dion 
engine, and is thought to be the first Queensland-made car. It was made by Thomas and Walter Trevethan in 
their Coach Works in Neil Street, Toowoomba in 1901-2, 
largely to their own design. In 1903 it was driven down 
the Toowoomba range and on to the coast at Redcliffe, 
north of Brisbane. The lack of suitable oils for engine 
lubrication and a primitive transmission brake which 
operated through a chain to the rear wheels made such 
extended journeys a great challenge. The car was 
seriously damaged after being charged by bullocks in 
1915 and subsequently spent many years lying in sheds 
and under houses. 
According to the article I found the “Trevethan” has now 
been restored by veteran car enthusiast Ross Flewell-
Smith, and is part of the RACQ's 'Bulldust to 
Bitumen...and Beyond' touring exhibition.  
The photo comes courtesy of the State Library of Queensland and the caption reads: 'The car in Toowoomba 
after completion'. Image number #200339. 

David Chantrell

 Knowles of Melbourne 
A month or so back the Hon. Secretary came across a print of Knowles’ showrooms in spencer Street, 
Melbourne.  I remembered that Floods had published the picture in their motorbooks, but it reminded me 
that I had a yellowed brochure from them.  The pictures look to be of 1902/3 Darracqs, sold by them as 
Knowles Simplex.  I wonder how many ’Simplex’ appear in the Victorian registration records which are 
really Darracqs.  

Terry Parker 

                   





The Veteran Car Club of South Australia, Inc. 
            Membership Renewal 2012 – 2013

Membership Details:  We are required to maintain a register of Members’ details and also a list of 
vehicles registered with the Club.  New requirements indicated by Transport, Energy and Infrastructure 
may mean annual inspection of these vehicles.  We are also building a list of vehicles owned by 
Members, for posterity.  All of this information is best managed on one data base, and to ensure that it 
commences accurately it is important that all Members complete the following table.  For the Members 
only list which will be issued this year, please place an ‘X’ in the box provided if you do not want this 
information printed. 
From time to time there are enquiries from outside the Club wanting to contact a Member, or to contact 
the owner(s) of a particular make of vehicle.  The current procedure is to pass the enquirers details on to 
the Club Member(s) for answer, and this will continue to be done. 
                                                                                                                                   

Name                                                                                                       [   ] 

Address                                                                                                       [X]   

Home telephone                                                                                                       [   ] 

Mobile telephone                                                                                                       [   ] 

email address                                                                                                       [   ] 

Vehicle Type 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Model 
 
 

Year    
 
 

I consent/do not consent to my name and vehicle details appearing in the Bulletin from time to time. NB.  If you do 
not indicate your wishes, your details will not be published. 

Membership fee for 2012 – 2013 (includes postage of Bulletin if you do not have an 
email address) 

$30 

If you have an email address but would like a copy of the Bulletin sent to you by 
post...add $15  

$15 

Total  (insert $30.00 or $45.00 as appropriate)  

Signed 
 

 
Membership should be renewed by 30th September 2012. Failure to renew membership by the due date will void 
any historic registration you may hold through the Club. Payment can be made at the monthly gathering, or by 
post to: The Membership  Secretary, VCCSA, 3 Malcolm St, Millswood 5034 
 


