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 We went to the movies 

                     
 There is a full report on this wonderful film, and our most enjoyable night out, elsewhere in the Bulletin. 
 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
Wednesday 5th September. After the election of 
the new committee, we will have a very 

interesting evening of entertainment with a talk 
and photos by Don LeBusque and Fred Jones on 
the lengthy restoration of the Belsize. 
Wednesday 3rd Ocober. Darryl Grey will talk to 
us about all things Renault. 
Wednesday 7th November. Larry Clarke will 
entertain us with Veteran Bike moving pictures. 
Wednesday 5th December. Will be an informal 
‘noggin & natter’, with a slide show. 

  A gentle reminder 
The club has for sale, our very own mugs, with the car logo on one side, and the motorcycle logo on the 
other.  Very good quality, and at a bargain price of $10 each. 
We also have some new windscreen stickers, which now have a white background, priced at $1 each
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  From the Chairman 
The depths of winter are of course not conducive 
to getting out and about in veteran cars, but now 
that “Spring” is upon us (though someone seems 
to have forgotten to tell those in charge of the 
weather) a busy rallying season has been 
organised for the coming months. 
Rallymaster Phil is busy with an RSL display day 
(with brekky available) at our Club meeting 
location in Colonel Light Gardens, to be followed 
a week and a half later by a Veteran run as part of 
the Bay to Birdwood fortnight of events, 
Motorfest. 
As if this was not enough to keep him busy, 
there’s the annual Climb to Norton Summit run, 
and after that, our other “traditional” outing, the 
Australia Day run. 
Dianne and I leave for Queensland next week 
(hopefully with an operating Matchless 
combination – and a working ankle/leg 
combination) to take part in the National Veteran 
Rally in Ipswich, so temporarily will leave the 
Club in the safe hands of Neil Francis – thank you 
for once again stepping forward, Neil.  Or was it a 
case of failing to step back? 
We have Don LeBusque and Fred Jones on 
Wednesday evening to tell us of the joys and 
frustrations of a nearly 30-year struggle restoring 
a lovely Belsize – just one look at the car will 
show how truly worthwhile all that effort was.  
Next month, and Dianne and I hope to be back, 
Darryl Grey will tell us about his ongoing Renault 
refurbishment. 
Don’t forget our meeting this week will include a 
Special General Meeting at which the Club 
Committee will be announced for the coming 
year. 
On a very sad note, I am sorry to inform you of 
the passing of Club Member Roger Pope, a true 
gentleman and indeed a gentle man.  He and his 
little vintage Talbot (with very veteran 
performance) will be sadly missed on our rallies.  
Our sympathies to Jenny and the family. 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Howard 
 

 From the Membership Secretary 
I have had a busy month with hopefully the last of 
the subscription renewals for this year, with the 

last few to pay on or before Wednesday night, as 
Howard and I leave on Thursday for Ipswich and 
the National Veteran Rally (and hopefully some 
warmer weather, although that did not happen last 
year at the Kingaroy Veteran Motorcycle Rally – 
it was freezing).  If you are still to pay, please 
remember that a completed Subscription Renewal 
Form must accompany your payment.  This will 
enable me to complete both the Vehicle Register 
for the Club, and also a “Members Only” copy of 
the Membership List, which I will distribute later 
in the year. 
If you have paid and not yet received your receipt, 
and you are at the meeting on Wednesday night, 
please come and see me to collect it.  The rest will 
be posted out upon our return.  For those of you 
who receive your Bulletin by post, I will insert 
your receipts with the September Bulletin. 

Dianne  
 

 From the Secretary 
Our rally season for 2012/2013 is about to get 
underway. Entry forms are now available for both 
the Bay to Birdwood Run on 28th September & 
the 25th Anniversary “Down Under” London to 
Brighton Run on 30th October. Both are a great 
opportunity to allow the public to see our great 
vehicles, so don’t put off your entry. 
The Bay to Birdwood has been a topic of 
conversations at many places because of the 
decision not to close the route that has been the 
practice since its inception back in 1980. I 
personally took the opportunity to write to my 
Member of Parliament, R.H. Jay Weatherill 
expressing my concerns. The VCCSA has had 
official communication from our Federation that 
some common sense has prevailed, and the road 
from Tea Tree Gully to Chain Of Ponds will be 
one way traffic for the rally. Although this is not 
all the way to Birdwood, it does help through the 
steepest section. We will see how it all pans out 
on the day. 
The organising committee for our VCCSA 
Weekend Rally at Nuriootpa are about to meet 
and start the ball rolling for another year. Last 
year we had 50 entrants and we will hope that we 
can make it even bigger and better. If any member 
has any comments, suggestions or ideas please 
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feel free to contact either Phil Keane, Neil Francis 
or myself.  
The VCCSA committee has discussed the 
proposal about cooperating in the organisation of 
the National 1 & 2 Cylinder Rally in 2014. I know 
that this will be mentioned elsewhere, but I for 
one am very happy to announce that we have 

agreed to the proposal. So if you are lucky enough 
to own one of these lovely vehicles I am sure it 
will be a splendid event showcasing our beautiful 
South Australia. 
Kind regards, 

David Chantrell 

 

 Upcoming events 
Sunday 23rd September Display and promotion day at Colonel Light Gardens RSL. Details elsewhere 

in this edition. 
Thursday 4th October As part of the Bay to Birdwood Motorfest, the VCCSA has organised a run 

through the hills to the Southern Vales wineries.  Full details are available 
from the Federation website. 

Sunday 28th October Down under London to Brighton. 
Sunday 11th November Norton Summit Hill Climb, more details later. 
Sunday 9th December Short breakfast run. 
 

 

Vale Roger Pope 
 

One of the finest gentlemen of our club passed away on Thursday 30th August. 
 

Roger was a charming fellow who was great company, with his sardonic wit on our club rallies 
whenever he and Jenny were able to attend. 

 
Roger will be remembered for his great desire to travel with his wife Jenny with veteran vehicles due to 
the veteran nature of his early Vintage Talbot. His other vehicle that he was seen to drive regularly was 

his immaculate late 40’s Ford Anglia. 
 

The celebration of Roger’s life is to be held at 
 

10.30am at the Unley Park Baptist Church 
1 Northgate St., Unley Park 
Friday the 7th of September. 

 
The Club’s condolences are offered to Jenny and their family on the passing of Roger. 

 
Phil Keane 
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 Announcement 
The Veteran Car Club of South Australia has been approached by members of the Sporting Car Club of 
South Australia to join them in the planning of the 2014 National One and Two Cylinder Rally to be held 
here in South Australia. 
The Committee of the Club has accepted this invitation, and as Chairman I am pleased to announce that 
several members of this Club will offer their time and expertise to help make the Rally a success.  These 
events are designed specifically for veteran cars and motorcycles with smaller engines (and in many cases, 
somewhat more limited performance), with speeds and daily distances suited to them. 
The time of year and the venue of the Rally will be announced shortly, but we feel privileged to be invited 
to help organise this AVCCA event.  I am confident it will be a successful alliance. 

Howard Filtness, Chairman 
 

 Our night at the movies 
1968 was the year that changed the world. And for four young Aboriginal sisters from a remote mission this 
is the year that would change their lives forever. Around the globe, there was protest and revolution in the 
streets. Indigenous Australians finally secured the right to vote. There were drugs and the shock of a brutal 
assassination. And there was Vietnam. The sisters, Cynthia, Gail, Julie and Kay are discovered by Dave, a 
talent scout with a kind heart, very little rhythm but a great knowledge of soul music. Billed as Australia's 
answer to 'The Supremes', Dave secures the sisters their first true gig, and fly's them to Vietnam to sing for 
the American troops. Based on a true story, THE SAPPHIRES is a triumphant celebration of youthful 
emotion, family and music.  

Written by Goalpost Pictures 
 
The monthly meeting for August was to be different. Our treasurer Tim Rettig had arranged not just for a 
movie night, but we were to be shown a new Australian made movie not yet released: ‘THE SAPPHIRES’. 
We did not know much about the movie other than a vague notion that it was all about a group of girl 
entertainers. 
As it turned out, it was more than that as the film - particularly for those of us who had not lived in Australia 
during the 1960s – mixed entertainment with some serious flash backs of information regarding some of the 
high-handed attitudes then prevailing in the majority population toward their fellow countrymen who 
happened to be of Aboriginal descent.  
On a personal note, having lived during that very time in Apartheid South Africa with its inhumane system 
of racial discrimination, the film struck an immediate cord of 
understanding as there were reminiscent shades of apartheid 
flickering in the background.  
The career path of, at first three, and a little later four adolescent 
girls from a remote outback community was, in the above context, 
nothing short of astonishing. Three of the girls had ideas as budding 
entertainers in a local singing group. One of the girls had kept a 
newspaper clipping, an advert for entertainers to support the troops 
in the Vietnam War which was raging at the time.  
An interesting reflection, as this war was, while superficially posing as guarding us from the ravages of 
communist expansionism, in reality one of the last colonial wars. Few people may remember the battle of 
Dien Bien Phu, where a well equipped and battle hardened French military force was defeated by a band of 
ragged looking farmers with funny hats calling themselves Viet Minh. The French had returned after WWll 
to reclaim their colonies of Indochina.  
It was in this cauldron of war, the girls were pitched after their self styled Irish impresario had wangled an 
audition with the US Army for the girls to sing for their troops in the battle zones of the war where, 
unwisely, American and ANZAC forces had taken up the cudgels at the behest of their governments, where 
the French had left off.  
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The group became a roaring success and what is more, the story is a true one. The film was actually an 
adaptation of a stage play about the singers. 
While the plot as told in the movie was perhaps a bit thin at times, overall the story was well told and the 

girls came across as gutsy performers who won everyone’s heart 
with their charm and their music making.  
At the end, we were all pleasantly surprised about what we had 
seen and heard and, as we filed into the entertainment area adjacent 
to the cinema, we found the Wallis organisation had set up a huge 
buffet and, while it was attacked with vigour and enthusiasm, we 
were unable to do it justice, such was the choice and sheer volume 
of well prepared and tasty food on offer.   

As monthly meetings go, this was something quite novel, but judging by the jolly mood of members 
afterwards, shown, perhaps best indicated by the distinct reluctance to retreat from the buffet, one can only 
say that it was a welcome diversion from the norm and, undoubtedly, a repeat would surely not encounter 
much resistance.  
Perhaps it should be mentioned that at the last Cannes Film Festival, where the movie ran outside the 
competition, the audience gave it a ten minute ovation!  

Michael Wapler 
 

 Looking for a project? 
If you are interested, I think that 
the bloke actually wants money 
for it. 
Details from Daryl Powell, 
Upper Hermitage, Ph.8380 5727 
d.o.powell@optusnet.com.au. 
 
 
 
 

 For sale 
1918 Buick & 1926 Humber, included all parts and some spares. POA.  
Michael Marra 0412 847 782. 
 

 For sale 
Pudding basin with peak. That’s how the period crash helmet is described, in VGC along with a pair of long 
leather gauntlets, and a pair of mesh sided goggles with separate glasses. The glasses have gone milky, but 
you will be quite safe as you will be wearing the crash hat.   Phone Graham on 83626234 
 

 Giving something back 
Bendigo Bank were a sponsor for this years Barossa Rally, so when they 
asked John Hancock if we could supply a vehicle for display at the recent 
farmers market promotion, he jumped at the chance, and Terry Parker 
supplied his 1912 James motorcycle. 
 
The son of an asylum seeker asks his dad, "Dad, what's democracy?" 
"Well, son, that's when Australians work and we get all the benefits from 
it!" 
"But dad, aren't the Australian people unhappy about that?" 
"Sure they are son, but that's called 'racism'" 
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 Our Motorfest event 
A Day with the Veterans.    Southern Wineries Adelaide Hills Tour.    Thursday October 4th 
Veteran vehicles start at 9.30am from Motorfest HQ.  
Non-veteran vehicles to start after all veteran vehicles have left. 
Limited to 30 veteran vehicles and 30 non-veteran vehicles. 
The Veteran Car Club of SA has organised a tried and interesting day through the Adelaide hills. 
After leaving Motorfest HQ, the vehicles will head for the hills and regroup initially at Blackwood whilst 
allowing for the slower vehicles to tackle the journey up the first hill. 
From Blackwood, we travel through Corromandel Valley to a BYO picnic lunch at Clarendon Oval. Unless 
you really want to make your own lunch, we thoroughly recommend the local Clarendon bakery for your 
lunch choice. 
After lunch we then proceed to the beautiful Southern Vales wine district to visit one or two selected 
wineries. The return route will be at your leisure, however, re-grouping points and times of departure will 
also be organised.  
The route home will be back via the same route. You will take in more views of the Adelaide hills scenery 
at veteran vehicle pace, or otherwise. 
The veteran vehicles, including motor cycles, will be traveling at speeds from 15-20kph uphill and downhill, 
and 30-50kph along the ridge of the Adelaide hills. 
Come and be part of this unusual tour with these wonderful working antique vehicles. 
Entries close 7th September 2012 
Cost is $5 per head. 
Please note numbers are restricted. 
Contacts outside of Motorfest 2012 are David on 0423 115 813 or Phil on 0417 819 080  
 

 VCCSA Local Run and Showcase Day 
Colonel Light Gardens re-run and Veteran vehicle display at Colonel Light Gardens RSL 
Sunday 23rd September 2012  
A local run and display day has been planned for the Club for the weekend before the Bay to Birdwood. 
Agenda is as follows: 
Saturday Evening. 
Set up motor bikes in RSL Hall at Colonel Light Gardens (subject to RSL being booked for another function 
that evening), or drive and/or deliver Sunday am 
Sunday  
8.30am    Veteran vehicles to arrive at RSL Hall for 9.00am CLG “walking tour” as in June. However, for 
this event, we will ask long term residents of Colonel Light Gardens to be our guests in our vehicles for the 
“walking tour” at veteran vehicle pace. 
10.00 am Vehicles arrive back at the RSL. Cars to be placed on the bowling green ready for display. 
Those members who don’t wish to be involved in this run are asked to prepare the display areas for our 
opening at 10.30am. 
As hinted above, motor bikes are able to be displayed in the hall, and vehicles that don’t fit through the 
access doors will be parked on the Bowling Green. Bikes are welcome out in the open as well if people 
wish. The display is intended to go until 2 to 3 pm depending on the attendance and interest of the public. 
Volunteers for the day will be required to be on duty for short or long stints to supervise the display. 
Also, we will need volunteers to act as marshalls on the Sunday morning to organise the veteran vehicles as 
they arrive back at the RSL so they can be displayed in an organised fashion. 
Multiple bikes and cars from your collection are encouraged. 
Breakfast brunch will be available between approximately 10am to 11.30am at the RSL. 
Obviously if the weather is very inclement, the display will be internal only. 
Refer to Phil Keane if any further info is required at this stage. Ph 8277 2468 
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 A Day Trip when next in Paris 
Compiègne by train to see the Imperial Palace and the Early Vehicle 
Museum 
Take the train from the Gare du Nord; there are plenty of trains each day and 
it takes just over an hour. You will arrive at the delightful town of 
Compiègne, perhaps most famous for two events in a railway carriage in a 
forest nearby: the signing of the First World War Armistice and then Hitler’s 
insistence on using the same carriage in 1940. You can visit this site 
(http://armistice.chez-alice.fr) with its museum 
and carriage by taxi. But first you will want to 

walk to the Palais Impérial de Compiègne about 1km from the centre of town. 
Cross the Oise River and make your way to the wonderful Hotel de Ville in the 
central square. Then salute Joan of Arc with her Oriflamme fluttering beside her. 
As a Francophile, you will grind your teeth at  John of Luxemburg, a Burgundian 
who sold her to the English on 25 May 1430 (for 10,000 crowns). The English 
had her burnt at the stake as a witch in Rouen on 30 May 1431.  

Of course, you will say to your companions, ‘The Palais Impérial de 
Compiègne  is a miniature Versailles and a lot less crowded, and has the 
added advantage that we will be a lot less foot-sore after a tour of the First 
and Second Empire rooms.’ You will tell your companions that they will be 
astounded at the grandeur of the building and rooms developed by Louis 
XVI, added to by Napoleon I after the Revolution and then experiencing its 
glory days under Napoleon III. While you are obtaining your tickets for your 
self-guided tour of the Palace be sure to make an appointment for your own 

treat: a guided tour. 
For the Early Vehicle museum within the Palace is your real reason for the day’s outing – but no need to 
spoil your companions delight in the lavish and heady atmosphere of the Palace 
until their appetite for gold leaf and marble is sated! 
The guided tour will see you enter a magical part of the Palace, where marvelous 
horse-drawn carriages of the pre-revolution period abound and some of the 
earliest known motor cars can be inspected. There are early bicycles and 
wonderfully fanciful sledges. Your guide, and possibly other museum staff, may 
have little understanding of the significance of what you will see – they rather like 
the gold and velvet horse-drawn carriages. But you will know the significance and even you’re most 
jaundiced companion will be delighted. What an experience awaits you, I know of no other like it. Yes, the 
Mulhouse Museum has far more motor cars – but for sheer presence and age, these earliest French motor 
cars moldering away are more impressive. Especially as they are all ‘as found’ – or should I say in ‘oily rag 
condition’?  Slow your guide down and feast your eyes on a magnificent collection. The bonnets do not 
shine but your eyes will! 

          
At the end of your morning’s visit both you and your companions will be uplifted and ready for lunch. The 
afternoon could, of course, be out at the Armistice Museum, or you could just as well stay in town and 
linger over lunch as the French do, and then walk the town which has many sites of historical interest. You 
propbaly will not want to ruin your companions’ day by visiting the memorial to the Royallieu Camp which 



 

 

 
Bulletin September 2012  Page 8 

 
 

 
 

was called Frontstalag 122 by the Nazis, an internment camp for 45,000 unfortunates destined for 
deportation situated some 5km out of town. 
Your train journey back to the ‘City of Light’ will end a memorable day for you all. 
 
PS The 22 éme Rally des Anctresê (for vehicles built before 1.1.1906) will be held at the Palace on 6/7 
October 2012. Organising club is the Teuf-Teuf Club founded 1935 (www.club-teuf-teuf.Com).  

Roger Cross & Jenny Carter 
 

 1904 Wilson Pilcher 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1904 Wilson Pilcher 12/16 hp 
Registration: BB 96 

Chassis: 52 
Engine: 12 

This is an important British four-seat veteran with a highly innovative design. This is thought to be the sole 
surviving example and it has never been sold! Initially it was retained by the works, then gifted to the son of 
its designer and eventually passed to his great grandson. 

Walter Wilson and Percy Pilcher established their business in Great Peter Street, Westminster. Pilcher died 
in an early flying accident in 1899 but Wilson retained his name in memoriam and produced vehicles until 
he merged his company with Armstrong Whitworth in 1904 and moved up to their works in Newcastle. 
Thereafter the cars began to be marketed as Armstrong Whitworth, which later became Armstrong-
Siddeley. Wilson was a significant engineer during the Great War and was recognized for his part in the 
invention and development of the Tank. Post war he and his eldest son went on to run a business called 
"Self Changing Gears Ltd" which produced pre-selector 'Wilson' gearboxes for Riley, Talbot, Lanchester, 
AC, etc. and many commercial, railway, marine and military applications. 

This Walter G Wilson designed Wilson-Pilcher had a 2.7 litre water-cooled flat four engine mated to an 
epicyclic gearbox with four forward and four reverse gears. The combined unit is suspended within the 
chassis on pivots to isolate the occupants from vibration and the rear axle similarly dealt with by radius 
rods. The result according to a 1904 'Automotor Journal' road test was "remarkably smooth and silent 
running" 

BB96 was built by Walter G Wilson at the Elswick Works of Sir WG Armstrong-Whitworth & Co Ltd at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Serial number 52 – most likely the 52nd Wilson-Pilcher built after the move from 
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London. Armstrong-Whitworth retained ‘BB96’; the Registration number is confirmed as a Newcastle 1904 
allocation. According to correspondence from Cyril Siddeley (later 1st Baron Kenilworth) whose company 
Siddeley-Deasey merged with Armstrong-Whitworth in 1919 to become Armstrong-Siddeley, ‘BB96’ was 
used as a fire-tender until renovation by company apprentices in the late 1940’s/1950’s. Records show that 
it was run in the London-Brighton Run in 1952. 

In late 1950’s the Car was presented to A. Gordon Wilson, (son of Walter), who was then Managing-
Director of Self Changing Gears Ltd, the family business. The Car was displayed in the foyer of SCG Ltd at 
Lythalls Lane, Coventry and ran in the VCC London to Brighton Run four or five times in 1950s/1960s (it 
features on the rear cover of the 1961 official programme). 

In 1959, Gordon Wilson and ‘BB96’ appeared in the BBC TV series Lost Without Trace, which 
concentrated on the missing engine, designed by Walter Wilson for Percy Pilcher’s Flying Machine. The 
historical significance of this engine was that the accidental death of Pilcher at Stanford Hall on 30 
September 1899 thwarted the partners’ efforts to achieve the first powered flight (not achieved until 17 
December 1903 by the Wright brothers). 

In 1965, AG Wilson retired from SCG and the Wilson-Pilcher left with him. Appropriately it was displayed 
at Stanford Hall, the home of Lord Braye, near Rugby, which had a museum. In 1968 ownership passed to 
Henry Wilson, grandson of Walter. After 15 years at Stanford Hall, ‘BB96’ was relocated to The Tank 
Museum, Bovington. The Curator was delighted to accept the car on loan in recognition of Walter Wilson’s 
pivotal role in the invention and development of the Tank during The Great War. 
In 1996 the Wilson-Pilcher successfully completed the VCC Centenary Run, driven by the owner, assisted 
by Patrick Blakeney-Edwards and accompanied by Mrs Rozanne Wilson and the present owner, Patrick 
Wilson. 

In 1999 ‘BB96’ moved from The Tank Museum to the Museum of British Road Transport – now the 
Coventry Transport Museum. This was another wholly appropriate location given the Wilson family’s long 
association with both Coventry (through Self-Changing Gears) and the British Motor Industry. The Car was 
on duty at the Owner’s daughter’s wedding that year. 

In 2006 the Owner accepted the offer of volunteers of the Rolls-Royce Heritage Trust to carry out 
substantial mechanical repair work. Details are available. The volunteers did the work over the period 2006 
–2011 at the Rolls Royce Works, Derby with the owner paying for the parts. It was exhibited at on the 
Armstrong-Siddeley stand at The Classic Car Show, NEC Birmingham in December 2009. In 2011 
ownership of ‘BB96’ passed to Patrick, great-grandson of the inventor/manufacturer. 

This car has never been sold. Although no other examples are known to exist there is a wealth of history 
with the car due to the family's close involvement with it. The car’s mechanicals and coachwork are in good 
condition. A comprehensive file accompanies the car detailing its history and maintenance along with: 
family and VCC correspondences, VCC Dating Certificate, Science Museum Certificate, DVLC Historic 
Vehicle Registration, V5, MOT and UK road tax.  

 
If you would like to know more about this or any other car in our showroom, please contact Peter  
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12th to 14th April 

 
 




  
 




  


Want to join us? To enter your expression of interest for information: 
Contact VCCSA at www.vccsa.org.au or (08) 8345 066 


