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 The RAC London to Brighton 
 

     
   The start a wet Hyde Park 7am      The first mile took its toll for some         A little further for others 

    
        Most made it to Brighton                      All shapes and sizes                     Two, three and four wheels  
 
The Royal Automobile Club's annual Veteran Car Run takes place on the first Sunday of every November 
and commemorates the Emancipation Run of 14 November 1896 which celebrated the passing into law of 
the Locomotives on the Highway Act, which raised the speed limit for 'light locomotives' from 4 mph to 14 
mph and abolished the requirement for these vehicles to be preceded by a man on foot. 

The early law required the man on foot to carry a red flag but that requirement was actually abolished in 
1878. However, the Locomotive Act was still widely known as the 'Red Flag Act' and a red flag was 
symbolically destroyed at the start of the Emancipation Run, by Lord Winchilsea as it is today just before 
the start in Hyde Park of each November's celebration Run by members of The Royal Automobile Club. 

33 pioneering motorists set off from the Metropole Hotel in Central London on the 1896 Run to endure the 
rough roads to the Sussex seaside resort and the Metropole Hotel of Brighton. But only 14 of the starters 
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actually made the journey, and some evidence shows that one car, an electric model, was secretly taken by 
rail and covered with mud before crossing the finishing line! 

The first formal re-enactment of the 1896 Run was staged in 1927 and organised by the motoring editor of 
the Daily Sketch. The Run has taken place every November thereafter, with the exception of the war years 
and 1947 when petrol rationing was in force. 

From 1930 to the present day the Run has been owned and professionally organised by the Royal 
Automobile Club of Pall Mall London. In 1936 the Club moved the start of the Run to Hyde Park which has 
hosted the ceremonial early November Sunday morning assembly ever since and for 2012 celebrates the 
76th Anniversary of the start from this Royal Parks venue. 

Extract from RAC website.          © The Royal Automobile Club's London to Brighton Veteran Car Run 2012 

 
It’s surprising whom you bump into on the other side of the world. But have a closer look at the cars that are 
being inspected at Brighton.  

A 1903 Wolseley and 1901 De Dion 
vis-a-vis. 
 
I have 290 photos taken on the 
London to Brighton, perhaps we can 
show them at one of the monthy 
gatherings. 

Tony 
 

 

  Meetings 
The Club holds informal gatherings at 8pm on the 
first Wednesday of each month, except January, at 
the Colonel Light Gardens RSL, enter off Dorset 
Ave. Assemble at 7.30 for a pre-meeting chat. The 
only formal club meeting is the Annual General 
Meeting, held on the first Wednesday in July each 
year. 
 

Wednesday 5th December. Will be an informal 
‘noggin & natter’, perhaps with a slide show. 
Please bring along a small plate of supper to 
share. 
Wednesday 2nd January. There will be no 
gathering. 
Wednesday 6th February. Our first gathering for 
the year.  Guest speaker Greg Mahon talking 
about his veterans and his family’s involvement 
over the last 60 years. 

 

 Upcoming events 
Saturday 8th December Meet at Veale Gardens 2pm for a 2.30pm departure. A short run through the 

lower foothills to Paritti Wines at the top of Seacombe Road. We should be 
there around 4pm allowing some time for wine tasting. Picnic dinner will be 
in the park next to it, public toilets are available.  Organiser David Chantrell. 

Saturday 26th January Australia Day Breakfast Run. Meet at Veale Gardens 7am for 7.30am 
departure. Should be a hot day, so an early start in the cool of the morning. 
An easy run on the Adelaide Plains.  Breakfast will be at Caf Presto, 180 
Glen Osmond Rd, Fullarton.  Organiser Neil Francis. 

Sunday 10th February Breakfast run to Semaphore, being organised by David Chantrell. 
Sunday 10th March Run to the Reynella Festival of History.  The event is to be held over the 

weekend, and an area is being roped off for us on the Sunday. 
Friday 12th to Sunday 14th 
April 2013 

Our annual weekend rally, to be held in and around Nuriootpa, all cabins in 
the caravan park on hold for us, just mention the Veteran Car Club of SA.  
But be quick, they are filling fast.  Also, get your entries in now please. 
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  From the Chairman 
Already the summer rally season is upon us, and it started beautifully with the traditional Norton Summit 
Hill Climb.  The weather was perfect for Veteran motoring, and a picnic on the grass under the trees at Mt. 
Lofty made a lovely day out.  Sadly, numbers were down just a little, but business commitments had several 
“regulars” overseas, and sadly committee member Peter was recovering from an operation.  I’m pleased to 
say he is back on his feet and getting about again, somewhat slowly. 
Our next day out is on this coming Saturday, the 8th, and we take a short run to Dover Gardens to visit 
Patritti Wines, one of the few remaining wineries in the Adelaide suburban area.  It should be a great 
afternoon, again ending with a picnic in the park next door to the winery, and home before lights are needed 
to show the way. 
Organisation of our weekend rally in April is well under way, and we even have our first entry (catching 
Dianne on the hop with her having to rush out and buy the receipt books and set up the spreadsheet!)  This 
year it will be bigger and better than ever, with three days of gentle motoring in the Barossa Valley to look 
forward to.   We are hoping to see once again some interstate visitors joining us, and the Rally Committee 
has chosen all new destinations this time, so it won’t be just a repeat of last year.  And, of course, we have 
the Tourist Park as our HQ, so hopefully “socialising” will play a major part in the proceedings.  I can’t 
wait. 
The magic electronic communication gadget in our study has informed us that Tony and Sheena have paid a 
visit to our Club Members in London, Lloyd and Alison.  It tells me that Lloyd is on the hunt for a 
Brighton-eligible Humberette, so happy searching, Lloyd.  Alison also re-iterates that any Club Members 
who find themselves in the London area should contact her and call in for a cuppa and a chat.  I speak from 
experience, it’s worth the effort.  They are lovely people, and most welcoming.  We also wish Alison well 
with her broken elbow. 
Finally, on behalf of the Committee, Dianne and I would like to wish you all a safe and joyous Christmas, 
and we look forward to seeing you join us at our Wednesday get-togethers, our morning runs and our 
weekend rally in 2013. 
Happy Veteran Motoring, 

Howard 
 

 From the Secretary 
Strangely it has been a quiet month in the correspondence department. The VCCSA received a lovely thank 
you letter for our event on Motorfest organised by Phil Keane. From all reports it was a great day and it 
looks like being a biennial inclusion on the Motorfest calendar. Well done Phil. 
Officialdom is always difficult to deal with and we had a letter returned unopened from the DPEI posted 
early last October! And who said Australia Post and the Public Service were slow? Certainly not me. 
We have formally written to the DPEI acknowledging the VCCSA acceptance of the recent changes. The 
main change for us, as discussed at many meetings and other forums, will be the mandatory sighting of 
vehicles and if not, the presentation of a statutory declaration stating the vehicle is still as manufactured. 
The Federation has a statutory declaration on their website and your Committee is working to update our 
website so it can be downloaded from there. Around March or April next year we will get into the fine 
detail, as our membership renewals are due on 30th June.  I can see no point in swamping members with too 
much official bumf so early. Having said that, if you have any questions beforehand please contact any of 
the club registrars, and I am sure they will be able to help you. 
Our Weekend Rally entry form is ready for circulation. Book your accommodation! Jump on board! 
Nuriootpa, Kapunda and Angaston will never be the same after the VCCSA has been there! We welcome 
Cathy Jackson to the organising committee, she is assisting Di Barber in processing the entries. We already 
have our first entry and it is not a member of the Committee! 
Finally, on behalf of the Committee I would like to thank everybody for a year of support. We wish 
everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New year. Please drive safely, and we will see you all in 2013. 

David Chantrell
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 Bonjour et bienvenue Gérard 
Although I have always had an interest in cars and things mechanical it was not until I retired in 2003 that 
my interests were aroused beyond ‘daily drivers’ and I purchased my first hobby car. While I had few 
relevant skills, I had always enjoyed making things, was keen to learn about the mechanicals of cars and 
looked forward to messing about with my newly acquired Mk IV Jaguar. However, while I did replace the 
floorboards and the carpets, the Jaguar is an almost original car with low mileage and although a little tired 
does not need extensive restoration, so if I was going to mess about it was better I did it on something less 
valuable!  
A trip to the Bendigo swap-meet in 2005 led to my purchase of a very sad 1926 Morris Cowley rolling 
chassis.  The car had been treasured by its first owner for 25 years but then was used as a farm runabout for 
a long time and left out in the weather, so there was no bodywork, the chassis was bent and broken, the 
radiator useless and the engine seriously worn. For the next five years I thoroughly enjoyed myself stripping 
it down, repairing it and then building a new body. Having very little mechanical knowledge and no coach-
building experience, I plunged in at the deep end and learnt by trial and error, took lessons in welding, 
bought an old lathe and bandsaw, made a lot of new friends and gave the car a new life. In 2011, having 
almost completed the restoration I began to look for a new project, preferably a veteran. 
A 4-cylinder 1912 Renault was for sale, again in Victoria but it appeared to be in a worse state than the 
Morris – an incomplete collection of parts and no bodywork.  I realised that taking on this restoration would 
be a different matter however – the Morris project started off as a bit of fun, and if the restoration was to 
falter because of major problems, then there was not a lot at stake. The Renault would be a different matter 
– the original outlay was much more, there were bound to be more expensive problems, many parts were 
missing and probably rare or unobtainable compared to Morris Cowley, and the networks would be sparse 
and more remote. As well, with the potential value of the finished product a little more attention to detail 
and expense was warranted.  But then again it was an Edwardian car with a bit more class and another 
challenge – so I could not resist further enquiries. 
My niece in Victoria was able to visit the owner and the car, and 
took a number of photos. From these I was able to establish that 
most of the important parts were there, but there was evidence of 
serious fire damage to some. On the basis of these pictures I went 
off to Melbourne in May 2011 and, following a closer look and a 
little haggling I struck a deal with the owner and loaded up the 
parts.  At this stage I had no idea which model the car was, its 
displacement or any of its history. 
In an endeavour to learn more about veteran Renaults, I spoke with 
fellow club members and scoured the library at the Sporting Car 
Club. My volunteer role at the National Motor Museum at Birdwood gave me access to the resources of 
their library and another group of like-minded enthusiasts. Through these contacts I met Dudley Pinnock in 
Adelaide, and he put me in touch with John Kemsley in the UK. He was able to confirm the identity of the 
car as a 1912 CB which was supplied to Tozer, Kemsley and Fisher (London) in May of 1912. Once I had 
an identity for my car John kindly supplied a copy of the parts list (with pictures!) and an owner’s manual, 
so the restoration could begin in earnest  
The history of the car is still unknown between when it was supplied in 1912 and when it was acquired by 
the owner's uncle sometime between the wars. His uncle used the car as a utility vehicle on his properties in 
rural Victoria until the Second World War when it was put aside with a view to including it in a Museum 
which he was planning to establish. Nothing came of this idea however, and he passed away in 1990.  The 
remaining parts were inherited by his nephew who also had plans to restore the vehicle but apart from 
purchasing a bonnet from SA did nothing and eventually put it on the market. 
The car has generated some interest and there has been a good deal of speculation about its early history.  
The original order was through Tozer, Kemsley and Fisher in London (as the agents for Renault in the UK 
and the colonies) for supply to Brisbane. The original company order specified ‘inclined’ steering which 
suggests it was to be fitted with a tourer body rather than a formal upright European style such as a 
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landaulette or similar.  The order also specifies 875 x 105 wheels which are the dimensions of the current 
Rudge-Whitworth wire wheels. However, authoritative publications indicate that the standard wheels for a 
CB were wooden artillery style of 815 x 105 size and I suspect it is more than likely that the car was ordered 
with the wire wheels. From my research to date, this would make it somewhat unusual. 
There appear to be only a few Renaults of the CB model surviving, with only one other in Australia, and 
less than a dozen listed on the UK VCC's register. In September of 2011 I took the opportunity to inspect 
three examples while we were travelling to Europe and the UK. John Kemsley kindly set me up for two 
visits in England, including Peter Phillips (the ‘Downton Abbey’ car) and Dennis Sharpe (his car features 
elephant-hide mudguards) who showed me their wonderful examples. Bernard Dumas of Club des Amateurs 
d’anciennes Renault in Paris was also most obliging and thanks to his generosity we met Phillipe de Luca 
and his CB landaulette. I am now armed with hundreds of photos and reams of drawings and articles. It only 
remains for me to get on with the job and hopefully bring the CB (nicknamed ‘Gerard’) back to life. 

A quick check of the hastily reassembled parts at home revealed a 
reasonably complete vehicle, albeit very rusty and with serious 
corrosion in the rear of one of the chassis rails. It was apparent that 
the car had been dismantled for some time and that a number of the 
components had been burnt in a fire.  Whether it was deliberate or 
accidental is not known, but the fire was very hot. Burnt parts 
included the steering column, wheel and steering box, the torque 
strut and its spring-loaded damper housing, the wire wheels, the 
cross shaft, the gear and handbrake levers, the pitman arm, tie rod 
and leaf springs. The springs were almost complete but were very 

soft and a most unusual shape. The steering column had sagged under its own weight in the heat and the 
bronze bushes in the steering box had melted and solidified as a puddle inside. Thankfully the engine, 
radiator, gearbox, front axle and differential escaped the fire and although rusty and coated with grease and 
dirt these items were essentially intact. 
I began the restoration process by dismantling all of the parts and 
cleaning and treating them. I had the chassis professionally welded and 
a new corner fitted. The leaf springs were reshaped and re-set and one 
leaf was replaced. I made new spring shackle pins all round and 
replaced the hangers. I cleaned up the gearbox and found it remarkably 
intact and only missing some cross shaft bushes. I had to make two 
pinion bushes for the differential, and replaced the differential bearings 
as well as the front and rear hub bearings. The steering box had to be 
dismantled but took considerable persuasion to get it apart due to the effects of the melting bronze bushes. It 
will need further reconditioning to bring it back to a usable condition. I rebuilt the front axle bushes, the 
drag link, replaced the tie rod, made new brake rods and had the rear (internal-expanding) hub brakes and 
transmission brake relined. Having reached the point where the rolling chassis was now almost useable my 
attention turned to the engine and radiator. The engine is a pair-cast valve-in-head motor of 2.4 litres rated at 
12-16 HP at 1200 rpm. It features an aluminium crankcase and sump and is fitted with the characteristic 
flywheel fan for the rear-mounted radiator. While it did turn over I was naturally apprehensive about its 

internal condition, so it was with some trepidation that I dismantled 
it, fearing the worst. To my surprise the internals of the engine were 
in remarkably good condition. There was evidence of the heads 
having been removed at some time and one piston skirt had a small 
piece missing, but otherwise it was sound. Examination of the big 
ends revealed very little bearing wear and there was no apparent play 
in them or the mains. I removed the pistons and cleaned out the ring 
grooves and replaced the original rings as they were within normal 
tolerances. I did have the heads dipped to remove the corrosion and 
the bores were honed before the engine was reassembled. The valves 
were all intact although the inlet valves were the originals (complete 
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with engine number) and were very thin. I replaced these with valves from a Dodge Four which I cut to 
length and drilled for the locking pins. I machined the valves to the correct diameter and gave them and the 
heads to a machine shop to face and lap them in properly. The guides also had to be drilled to suit the new 
valves.  
I cleaned out the engine, the sump and crankcase, the oil-ways and the oil pump. After making a new fitting 
for the water manifold and a complete new inlet manifold I was able to reassemble the engine. I fabricated a 
new brass threaded connector for where the exhaust pipe joins the manifold, and had to have an exhaust 
pipe bent to fit the chassis.  The ignition system normally comprises a Bosch magneto with a separate 
distributor mounted on the front of the camshaft but this was missing so I have adapted a Lucas magneto 
with built-in distributor until I can locate or fabricate a replacement. Similarly there was none of the original 
fuel system, so I have attached a ‘Koala’ updraft carburettor (copy of a Tillotson) until the genuine article 
turns up. 
The largest single expense item for the Morris project was the radiator, and I was dreading the thought that a 
100 year-old radiator made of about 1000 thin-walled copper tubes would require the services of a 

professional for some time, and great expense. Once again I was 
pleasantly surprised as it does not leak a single drop, and only 
required replacement of the rusty side support plates and several 
days of gently straightening the tubes and polishing. 
A month or two after the Renault’s Centenary, I assembled all the 
necessary bits, connected a fuel supply, turned over the engine a 
few times, switched on the magneto and after a few cranks it fired 
up for the first time for more than 70 years. It runs very well with 
no rattles or smoke and very few oil leaks, and is a testament to the 
engineering of the Edwardian era. 
The next steps will be to repair the clutch and jack shaft linkages, 

attend to the steering box, rebuild the wheels, fit tyres and build a racer-type body to enable it to be driven 
to check on the mechanicals and running gear.  If all goes well I hope to start on the real bodywork during 
2013, but perhaps more of that later. 
 

Darryl Grey

  For sale 
Wiring diagrams for all veteran and vintage cars 
known to mankind, and some that are not. 
Terry Parker 08 83313445  

  For sale 
1904 Pope Tribune, has completed last 6 London 
to Brighton runs (the real one), since full 
restoration.  £55,000. 
Lloyd Bailey, lloydbailey@hotmail.co.uk  

  Wanted to buy 
Humberette, 1904 or older, 2 seater. Any 
condition. 
Lloyd Bailey, lloydbailey@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

 For either of the above, if I can be of any 
help whilst I am in the UK, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me at editor@vccsa.org.au    Tony

Hamish McDonald sent these photos from this years Bendigo swap meet. 
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 16th “Bay to Birdwood” Run - Sunday 30th September 2012 
In 2010 VCCSA members Neil and Gaynor Francis won the Concours d‘Elegance at the Bay to Birdwood. 
Their superb 1914 Napier was the focus of a great photo in ‘The Advertiser’ in the lead up to the 2012 
event. After a long absence it spurred my interest in what is undoubtedly Adelaide’s largest single old 
vehicle motoring event. 

Personally I have not been on a B2B for 20 years. I had 2 
friends from Victoria entering their 1910 Ford tourers. One 
was even staying with us and after an absence since 1992 they 
‘coaxed’ me to enter. I must say I was not looking forward to 
it. As an active member of the VCCSA and attending most 
club events the combined memories of driving with over 1,000 
‘once a run’ amateur drivers and the non-road closure from Tea 
Tree Gully did not give me much motivation. However, the 
veterans were still preferenced by separate parking and to leave 

first from the start. Or so I thought. 
In the lead up to the weekend our shed, like many others, was a beehive of activity; we had not driven our 
car for 5 months and a huge day in front of us. This seasons opening event was the excuse to go over the 
car, change the oil, and lubricate everything ready for a great season with the VCCSA. The final nights were 
hours of polishing dirty brass so ‘Mabel’ would not be disgraced on the day. We affixed the rally entry 
number and a huge green five inch square ‘V’ veteran label to the windscreen as instructed. Early to bed on 
Saturday night as we had an early start in the morning. 
I still like to be first when I can at the B2B and arrived at 6am when the gates opened in light drizzly rain. 
All I could think about was the brass tarnishing after hours of polishing. All the passengers could think 
about was putting the hood back up! We arrived at the start to what I can only describe as a shambles. After 
an absence of 20 years the start is still a mess; the veterans were being parked en-bloc with the masses. The 
volunteers had not been briefed on what the green ‘V’ signified, they had no idea we were supposed to park 
separately, the vintage cars had a huge ‘E’ card and they thought this meant ‘early’. I refused and moved 
‘Mabel’ out and away with a request to talk to somebody.  
The Start Manager was finally found. I explained on behalf of all veteran cars about our slow speed, low 
horse power and the clearly labelled ‘V’s of our preference parking and starting position as designated by 
the Organising Committee. I was told “a car is a car, so just go and park”. At this point with about another 4 
veterans with me we clearly expressed our disappointment and refused to move until it was sorted out. We 
all know that once parked in the pack you will never get out. Finally after a quarter of an hour or so sanity 
prevailed, a separate lane was allowed for the veterans and we would have our preferential starting position. 
I must stress here this was not the volunteers fault; they were simply not briefed properly which lands the 
blame, in my view, directly with the Start Manager and the Organising Committee. 
The morning gathering was fabulous but the rain decided to fall as we started the run. We pulled over when 
I saw Greg Mahon on the side of the road on Anzac Highway and he gave me a hand to quickly pacify my 
passengers. 
The run was uneventful, the veteran Fords quickly 
moving to the front of the pack so we had a clear run 
though mingling quite well with the concourse vehicles 
that left before us. The countryside was beautiful and 
green, lovely rolling hills and top gear running all the 
way. The parking up at the Mill was different to what I 
remember; I was under the impression that the veterans 
were to be parked separately. Apparently my 
understanding here was incorrect. 
One of the cars that did enter on the run was the ex Reg 
Tilley restored 1911 Ford now lovingly owned by the 
Oates family. As I had not personally seen this car since 
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Reg himself entered the 1986 Bay to Birdwood I was excited to see her once more. Up at the Mill a space 
was open next to her and Allan Bennett graciously held it open until I could start ‘Mabel’ and move her next 
to her old stable mate. What a great sight; two 1911 Ford tourers side by side, something you don’t see very 
often in my world! These two 1911 Fords were restored side by side by the late Reg Tilley and Bob Payten 
both coming on the road in late 1970. It was the first time these two stable mate sister cars had been side by 
side in probably 40 years. It was a pity that both Bob and Reg were not there to see it.  
From a VCCSA perspective we had a number of entrants with Ian Voysey in his 1913 Ford and John 
Hancock’s mum in a Chevrolet keeping us company. But the real excitement was in the judging ring where 
we had three entrants. The McDonald’s had their exquisite 1907 Darracq and their magnificent 1915 Ford 
entered along with Neil in his superb 1914 Napier that had won the last event. Sadly a 3rd McDonald entry 
broke down on the way to the start and never made the run. After the initial round of judging the 1915 Ford 
made it through to the ‘Pig Pen’ for final judging. The eventual winner was a beautiful 1955 MG TF. 

Other interesting vehicles that I particularly liked were a 1941 
BMW WW2 outfit, a beautiful veteran ‘bump and jump’ belt drive 
JAP in original condition, 3 Duncan & Fraser ‘deluxe’ bodied 
Fords and a beautiful ‘Curved Dash’ Oldsmobile. It was great to 
see some cars I had not seen for many years such as John 
Hancock’s Chevrolet, the ex Kevin Field 1912 Hupmobile, the 
1911 Tilley Ford, the 1911 Borgmeier ‘Sheringa’ Ford amongst 
many, many others. 
Our daughter Josie has just stopped watching the ‘Back to the 
Future’ trilogy. I mentioned that the Birdwood Mill has a Delorean 
which sparked here interest in a car. How good is that? So we 

searched the exhibits for the car. We could not find it and Josie thought I was having a lend. Luckily for us 
we caught up with VCCSA member Andrew Applebee who let us know that it was in a secure location for 
the event. In an otherwise very busy day Andrew took the time to take Josie to see a Delorean. Thank you 
very much Andrew. I now have a daughter interested in at least one car! 
Where to from here? I honestly do not know what the future holds for the Bay to Birdwood Run. 
Speculation is rife at the moment that I will not give credence to or circulate. I truly hope that I am here for 
2014 and ‘Mabel’ can take her support crew once more and share in another memorable day. 
 

David Chantrell

    

 
 

 


